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RETURN to an Oiideb of the Honourable The House of Commons, J / 

dated 17 February 184.8 ;—^r, , ^ ^ 

■iX^' 



A COPY “ of the Evidence taken before the Commissioners in November 
and December 1847, for inquiring into the Conduct of the Shannon 
Navigation Commissioners, with Copy of their Report, and of any 
Report of the Audit Board thereon 



A COPY “ of the First Report of the Commissioners appointed to Audit 
and Report upon the Accounts of the Commissioners of Public Works in 
Ireland, with Copy of any Report of the Audit Board thereon 

[iV. B . — This Report has been presented separately, by Her Majesty's Command.^ 



A RETURN “ of the Shannon Navigation Commissioners, and of the Persons 
employed under them, with their Salaries and Allowances 



A RETURN “ of the Commissioners of the Board of Works in Ireland, and 
of the Persons employed under them, with their Salaries and Allowances;” 



A RETURN “ of the Commissioners and others specially employed in 
arranging and examining the Accounts of the Monies advanced by the 
Board of Works in Ireland, and expended under the Acts 1 Viet. c. 21, 
9 Viet. c. 1, and 9 & 10 Viet. c. 107, with their Salaries and Allowances, 
and Incidental Expenses ; also, the Funds out of which the Pa}Tnents have 
been made, and the Authority for Payment.” 



(Dr Bowriny.) 



Ordered, by The House of Commons, to he Prhited, 
7 April 1848. 
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REPORT OF THE COMMISSIONERS ON THE 



REPORT of the Commissioners, appointed by Her Majesty’s Treasury, 
to Investigate certain Acts of Fraud and Abuses, brought to light 
in connexion with the Funds of the Commission for the Improvement 
of the Navigation of the River Shminon. 



Office of Public Works, Custom House Dublin, 
Sir, 30 November 1847 . 

Having now completed the investigation undertaken in obedience to the 
commands of the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, conveyed 
to us by your letter of the 4 th instant, we have the honour to submit for their 
Lordships’ consideration the following Report of the progress and results of 
our inquiiT. 

Our first step was to communicate with Mr. Redington, in order to obtain 
the assistance and advice of the Crown solicitor in conducting our proceedings. 
£vid. 39 to 44 5 We then had a conference with such of the Commissioners of Public Works as 
143; 1J97 to 1201; were, together with their solicitor, present at the time, and having learned the 
pp. art 4, \v. state of the criminal proceedings already taken by them against Mr. Mason, 
their assistant accountant, and late chief accountant under the Shannon Com- 
mission, it was arranged that these should proceed in the same course, under 
the inspection and with the aid and advice, if needful, of the Crown solicitor. 
The result was the final committal of Mr. Mason for trial, on charges of em- 
bezzlement and forgery, for which he will be prosecuted by the law officers of 
the Crown in the name of the Commissioners of Public \Vorks, and our further 
interference on this point consequently became superfluous ; but we deemed it 
advisable to instruct the Crown solicitor to take immediate and active steps to 
secure any property possessed by the accused party, in satisfaction of the claim 
which might eventually be established against him as a public defaulter, the 
consequence of which was the seizure, under a writ of extent, of certain house- 
hold and other effects, already in possession of the sheriff, under a writ of 
execution, and about to be sold by him for the benefit of other claimants. No 
other property of any consideration has yet been traced as belonging to Mr. 
Mason, but the object has been recommended by us to the continued research 
of the Commissioners. 

Our attention was then turned to the more direct objects of their Lordships’ 
instructions, these being to detect any malversations committed in connexion 
with the Shannon accounts, beyond those already discovered, and to bring to 
justice any parties, besides the one already arrested, appearing to be implicated 
in such malversations. 

To this end we accordingly proceeded forthwith, personally, to interrogate, 
all the parties [who, by reason of their employment in, and connexion with, the 
Shannon department, or of their incidental knowledge of the circumstances 
lately brought to light, might be supposed capable of giving information that 
would lead to a discovery of the full extent of the embezzlement and other 
frauds committed. Exact minutes of these examinations were taken by a short- 
hand writer, whose report of them, carefully corrected and amended by our- 
selves, and by the persons interrogated, is annexed, together with copies of the 
various documents delivered in, to which it refers. 

Concurrently with this part of our inquiry several independent investigations 
were carried on, under our directions, either by officers of the present establish- 
ment of the Board of Works, or by competent persons withdrawn for the pur- 
pose from the office under Mr. Bromley’s charge, the result of which is shown 
in various tabular and other statements annexed, to which we shall presently 
refer. In carrying on these inquiries we have also had in view, as required by 
your letters, in continuation of the instructions imparted by that of the 4 tli 
instant, “ to investigate both how the frauds were committed, and how far they 
were facilitated by the neglect of proper checks and precautions on the part of 
those whose duty it was to control their subordinate officers,” as well as when 

and 
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and how the frauds first transpired, and whether any suspicion of them, ex- 
isting at an earlier period, was disregarded by those to whom it was suggested, 
and why the exhibition of the accounts of the Commission, which would neces- 
sarily have revealed the frauds, was suffered to go so much in arrear. 

Leaving the details of our proceedings to be collected from the separate 
papers which follow, we now beg permission to state the general conclusions 
to which we have come on each of the several points of inquiry above enu- 
mei*ated : — 

1 St. With respect to complicity or wilful connivance with Mr. Mason on the 
part of any other persons connected or unconnected with the public service, 
we are bound to state, that no direct evidence of any sort has come before us 
which can be held to criminate any other individual- Suspicion may attach 
to one person whose case will presently be noticed, but it rests only on the 
apparent improbability, from the nature of the duty performed by him, of his 
entire ignorance of Mason’s malversation ; but with respect to all other parties 
whose position lays their conduct open to question, it appears to us that the 
utmost of wliich they can be accused is, some neglect of proper and reasonable 
precaution, and too implicit reliance on the integrity of a man who has proved 
himself unworthy of such confidence. It will, moreover, become evident on 
considering the peculiar nature of the frauds committed, as hereafter to be 
explained, that Mr. Mason did not need, and therefore could not desire to have 
an accomplice, whose knowledge of his transactions w'ould only have had the 
effect of dividing the profit derived from them, and of increasing at the same 
time the chances of detection. 

2d. The suspected pai’ty to whom allusion has been made, is Mr. Francis 
Rankin, by whom the principal books of the Shannon Commission appear to 
have been kept from the commencement. The probability of his collusion 
with Mason is inferred from his not having in any way noticed the withholding 
from him of the bank pass-books, and returned drafts, by which alone the com- 
plete correctness of the books kept by him could be tested, with i*espect to the 
accurac}' of his balances ; his excuse consists in his subordination to the other, 
by whom he alleges, that he was told that such was the order of the Commis- 
sioners, and this plea might, perhaps, be admitted without suspicion, had it not 
transpired, both from his own voluntary confession and from the information 
of another person, that he had himself been guilty, at a former period, of a 
serious delinquency knowm to, but concealed by Mason, to whose patronage he 
seems also to have been in some measure indebted both for his present and 
for a previous emplo3'ment. These circumstances united, give countenance to 
a belief that he may have participated in the embezzlements, but are far fi’om 
proving the fact, and ma}', on the other hand, be presumed to have had onlv 
the effect of inducing him, even if cognizant of Slason’s fraud, to connive at, 
instead of divulging it. 

Whate^'er ma}- have been the nature of his delinquency in relation to Mason’s 
transactions,' it does not however seem to be ascertained in any degree or form 
which can subject him to criminal proceedings on that account ; but as it was 
doubtful whether or not they ought to be instituted against him on account of 
his acknowledged temporary misappropriation of public money, and of the 
suspected commission of a still grosser offence, in order to obtain possession of 
this money, the question was submitted, through the Crown solicitor, to the 
Attorney-general, whose opinion determined us to drop all further inquiry on 
this subject. "VVe cannot, however, dismiss it w-ithout observing in Mr. ^uidii’s 
favour, that the books kept by him are in as correct and perfect a state as they 
could be, in the absence of the information withheld from him by Mason ; that 
the statement made by him to Mr. Stickney, of his own admitted error, was 
W’holly spontaneous, and that he has readily and ably assisted in forwarding all 
the account investigations which have been carried on under our direction. 
That his past conduct disqualifies him for any future ])ublic trust which he 
might abuse to his own profit is undeniable, but his intimate knowledge of the 
whole system of the Shannon responsibility, renders it nevertheless desirable 
that he should not be removed from his present situation, at least until the 
accounts of that department of the Public "Works shall be finally closed. 

3d. The point next to be noticed is the time and manner of discovering the 
existence of the system of peculation so long carried on without detection, or 
even suspicion . The particulars will be found very fully detailed in the evidence 
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of Mr. Stickney, Mr. Hornsby, and Mr. King, as well as of other persons ex- 
. ammed, and are to the following effect 

Mr. Mason, who had been sole accountant under the Shannon Commission 
until the incorporation of that Board with the Board of Works, in August 1 84 «! 
when he became assistant-accountant in the newly organized establishment, hav- 
ing had a severe accident by which he was for a considerable time disabled from 
attending at the office, Mr. Stickney, the accountant, was called upon to coun- 
tersigu a draft of considerable amount on account of the Shannon works In 
• Pressure caused by the relief business, during the 

height of which Mr. Stickney first took charge of his office, and likewise, as 
stated, m consideration of Lieut.-colonel Jones’s expressed wish, that the Shan- 
non department, though incorporated, should be carried on to its termination 
without change of system, Mr. Stickney had previously left that branch to the 
exclusive manag-ement of its former accountant, and being thus unacquainted 
mth the state of the funds appropriated to it, he desired, previously to signing 
the draft, to ascertain the existence of a sufficient balance to meet it. By a 
remarkable, though, as it appears, perfectly accidental coincidence, the weekly 
statement of bdauces on the numerous accounts of the Public Works’ Commis- 
sioners at the Bank of Ireland, rendered that day to the principal book-keeper 
for comparison with his books, included, contrary to the previous usage, the 
balances remaining on the separate accounts of the Shannon department, and he 
was about to inquire of the accountant if the unusual insertion had been made 
by his order, and for what purpose, when the latter came to liim for information 
ot these balances. A comparison with the Shannon books at once showed a 
large apparent deficit, which was, at first, supposed to arise from some mere 
wror of statement, and therefore excited no uneasiness. It led, however, to 
immediate mquiiy into the cause of the mistake, to repeated urgent references 
to Mr. Mason for explanation, and, on the failure of these, to a search in recep- 
tacles at the office in his sole personal custody, the issue of which was the 
discovery of various documents giving a clue to the whole series of his delin- 
quencies. Tlie casualty which kept him away from his duty was thus the im- 
mediate cause of detection ; but, from the nature of his frauds, the ultimate 
concealment of them was impossible, and even had no other cause revealed 
them, the discovery could only have been postponed until the exhibition of the 
first general account of the Commission for Audit. 

4th. The character of the frauds committed is exceedingly varied, and being 
iurther comphcated by the methods adopted for keeping them out of sight, 
some detailed explanation is required to show how they were effected. 

The account of the Shannon Commissioners at the Bank of Ireland is kent 
under hre separate heads, entitled as follows ; viz.— 



1. Repayments Account. 

2. Upper Shannon Navigation Account. 

3. Establishment Account. 

4. Wforks Account. 

5. Rents and Tolls Account. 



Evid. 402 to 410; 
635 to 644; 804 to 
814; 58310987. 
App. I'artl. 



App. Part I. 

Evid. 127, 128. 
163, -.64, 



each forming an account as completely distinct as if it were that of a separate 
party. The first of these is merely an account of sums in transitu, handed 
over to the paymaster of civil services immediately on receipt, but on the other 
four accounts fluctuating balances have always existed, so that the aggregate 
or residuary balance at the credit of the Commissioners, at any one time, can 
be ascertained only by uniting these separate amounts in one statement, show- 
ing the general result. 

A natural effect of this system has been the occasional interchange of funds 
between the several accounts, according to the temporary exigencies of the 
semce, money being sometimes borrowed from an account on which the 
balance is large in order to effect payments on another in which it is low, and 
the amount replaced from the latter when again in funds. It will be seen that 
^ PJ^^ctice formed the basis of Mr. Mason’s fraudulent transactions, as by it, 
added to the exclusive possession of the bank pass-books, he was enabled to 
keep them so long out of view ; and partly, also, it served as the original and 
direct medium of effecting them, 

The accountant having, according to the system established, no personal 
c arge or independent control of the funds appropriated to the purposes of the 

Commission, 
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"Commission, he was unable, otherwise than by forgery, to get any money into 
his own possession without the concurrence of the Commissioners, which he Evid. 55. 106 to 
seems to have secured by inspiring them with the most unsuspecting confidence 13^14® 

in his probity and regularity. ■ 

There were two modes in which he could avail himself of this confidence, 444^ 445 ; O2 1 to 
one being to get into his hands money payable to the Commissioners, under 636; 1204101206; 
])retence of lodging it to their credit at the bank, and the other to get posses- ^345 '<> 1352- 
sion of drafts signed by them, for the alleged purpose of making payments of ‘ ^ 
different kinds ; which drafts, when further countersigned by himself, became 
payable to the bearer, and consequently convertible to such other uses as he 
might think fit to apply them to. Advantage was taken by him of both, but 
with modifications which it is necessary to follow in succession, in order to 
comprehend the object of each distinct artifice. 

The primary and chief source of his peculations was the remittances from Evid- 176, 177. 
collectors and others on the Shannon on account of rents and tolls. These 277 to 234 ; to 
being usually effected by bank credits and post-office orders, payable to the Igg’g^i 
Commissioners, and placed in his hands to be cashed, and lodged in the Bank ugj to mo; 
of Ireland, he withheld various sums from time to time for his own use, full 1292 to 1297; 
credit being at the same time given in the books to the remitters, and acknow- > 3 oi W1304; * 374 , 
ledgments sent to them accordingly. The fund arising out of these remittances 
being, however, specially appropriated to the maintenance of the different works 
after their construction, and to the gradual repayment of loans due to the Board 
of Works, and being the only money applicable to those purposes, it was a con- Evid. 468. 1138 
stant object of Lieutenant-colonel Jones’s attention, and the effective balance to 1142. 
could not therefore be greatly reduced without exciting his observation and 
inquiry into the cause. He found it accordingly necessary, occasionally, to Evid. 984 to 991. 
replace the sums abstracted from it, which he seems to have effected for the 
most part by inducing the Commissioners to sign transfer drafts or cheques Evid. 405 to 409. 
payable to bearer, purporting to he drawn on one account to the credit of 
another, a needless and unsafe form of proceeding, w'hich he may have adopted 
to further his own views. A cheque of this kind being drawn on the “ Rents 
and Tolls ” account, ostensibly in repayment of sums chargeable to that ac- 
count, which had been actually advanced out of the balance remaining on the 
“ Works ” account, he took charge of it on pretext of carrjdng it to the bank, 
but, instead of doing so, suppressed it, thereby leaving the effective balance of 
the “ Rents and Tolls” nearly in agreement with that appearing in the office 
books, but also leaving the effective balance of the “ Works” minus the amount 
previously borrowed from it. In the latter account, however, there was little 
risk of auy speedy detection of the fraud, the deficit bearing a smaller propor- 
tion to the ordinary amount of the balance, a:rd the great bulk of the transac- 
tions affording a plausible excuse for keeping that part of the accounts in 
arrear of preparation for audit. It is hence found that nearly the whole amount 
of the ultimate deficit arising from his embezzlement has been gradually accu- 
mulated in this account, though a large proportion of it was originally ab- 
stracted from the other balances. 

The use made of the “ transfer drafts” entrusted to him was, nevertheless, not App. Part I. 
confined to this object ; and it will be seen from the statement anne.xed, that a 
large sum was purloined by obtaining payment of them at the bank, instead of 
either suppressing them or lodging them to the proper account. 

Another mode of embezzlement was the appropriation of certain cheques, Evid. 621. 716 to 
called “ compensation drafts,” which were deposited in his custody. These had 743- 
been drawn for the paj'ment of awards made to various parties as compensation 
for land taken, damage done, &c., some of whom having refused to accept the 
sums awarded to them, the cheques drawn in their favour had been ordered, 
and were supposed to be cancelled, but being in his hands, he presented and 
cashed them for his own use. It is observable that these had not been entered 
in the office books, the practice in this particular case having been to omit post- 
ing the drafts, though signed, until given to the parties in payment. The in- 
securitj' and irregularity of the whole arrangement are sufficiently obvious, and 
will hereafter be noticed ; some drafts intended for parties who had not formally 
renounced their claims have been similarly misapplied, but he had probably 
ascertained that they were not likely to be demanded, or would have pretended, 
in case of aj^plication being made, that they had been cancelled with the others. 

In three instances he appears to have imposed on the Commissioners, by 
251. A3 placing 
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pkcing before them drafts for signature, purporting to be for payment of claims 
whoUy supposititious, it being found that although the parties named as claim 
ants are well known by their frequent transactions with the Commission no such 
by them. ‘ ‘he cheques were due to, or claimed 

These cheques, the only ones cut out of a new cheque book, bear numbers 
belonging to two vvhich had already been cancelled, and to one which had been 
paid, from which it is distinguished by a letter added, the obvious intention 

The^nroceed? of similar numbers. 

appropriated by him, but the cheques are, of 
couise, not entered m the office books " 

nltm.«k “ '"“htal character- the 

alteiation of drafts after signature by the Commissioners, a larger sum bein» 
inserted in each case and paid by the bank, than that noted on lie couiiterfofl 
and entered in the office books, or due for the services specified. The o-reater 
number of these drafts being missing in their places among those ratumrf 
ffigttiem ““y taken the precaution of destroy- 

^ and although no erasure is perceptible, 

iris n mlsV il f ^tffiaiantly apparent ; and 

estllfs 7 ri f 1 “ aoiToborative circumstantial evidence will serve to 

estabbsh the legal charge of forgery, ivliieh seems, indeed, in one case, to have 
been committed m a signature. The proceeds of these cheques, in every 
menTof Jumself, have been applied partly to the pav- 

ment of the sums really due to the persons named in them, partly to his ovvn 
use and m part, also, have been relodged to the credit of the “ Rents and 

emrost f abstracted by him from the remittances 

eutrusted to him for lodgement. 

“O'*® of appropriating to 
^ pubhc money, are shown in the annexed statements 1 and allowing 
““‘“'““**“8 cheques, the aggregate amount of 
them, 8,0181 / s. 5 d, correspond with the deficit ascertained by a comparison 
b!l 7 “®oo books with the bank pass-books ; but although we have reason to 
beheie that these results must be neai-h-, if not quite exact, they are not to be 
deemed conclusive, as our examination of the voluminous and, at present 
unconnected accounts of the Commission, falls very short of that which would 
be^necessary for a complete audit of them. 

The circumstances under which the several embezzlements took place are 
ako veiy fullji explained in the notes appended to the different statements, but 
those which attended the imsapplioatioii of the remittances on account of rents 
and tolls deserve more especial notice. 

1842 '’wh77b!f7f '.‘,7* ™ *’®'°‘* •*** ““ '*'* February 

recJ; ^7 7 a ' Corneille was appointed by the Commissioners to 

X, M 7 ™’ 7 “ “““ ‘**‘ bie -feath, nearly three years 

after Mason had only occasional opportunities of obtaining possession of them, 
ot all which he seems to have diligently arailed himself ; and when Mr. Corneille 
.Sr 777 * unable longer to attend to Ills duties, this branch of them was imme- 
r resumed by him. No trace of any official arrangement to this effect 

appears, however, 111 the regular records of the office, and the only document 
bearing on the subject is a rough draft m Mason's handwriting, and found in 
« <*rawer, of a letter addressed to the secretaries of the banks and post- 

office, authorizing him to receive the amount of credits and orders sent to the 
Commissioners. The original letters, corresponding with this draft, hearing 
the acknowledged signature of Mr. tiornsby, as secretary, but all in Mason's 
own handwriting, are in the possession of the above-named establishments, and 
have been produced to us and compared with the draft, yet neither Lieutenant- 
colonel Jones nor »■. Hornsby has any recollection of .such an order having 
been given 1 and although the latter admits that he should have signed it with- 

7. 7 ,777 7“ ® *‘ " ® ‘bo established practice 

tor the latter to prepare all letters 011 financial subjects, though formally signed 
by the secretarj. no reason can be assigned for its omission in the letter book 
W M^r ™‘bublo oiroumstance of the three original letters being written 
of ffi bunself, it having been unusual for him to write more than the draft 

IS Zt tt“ 1017™™'““ ■“ *'*“■ '*'*“ "“‘y V-obuble explanation 

iS, that the letters were written and dispatched without the knowledge of any 

second 
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second party, as it appears that Mr. Hornsby was in the habit, when occasionally 
absent from Dublin on duty, of leaving blank sheets, with his signature, in the 
hands of Mason, and several thus signed were found in the late search among 
the papers. However this may he, it is evident that he availed himself of the 
renewed oj)portunity thus afforded to him of abstracting money from the “ Rents 
and Tolls various sums, to the amount of no less than 2,101 /. 5^. 11 having 
been thus withheld between the date of the above-mentioned letter and the 
month of January 18'46. 

Whether restrained by the subsequent great pressure of the Relief Service, 
or deterred by the prospect of the union of the two Boards, and consequent 
reorganization of the establishment, which took place a few months later, he 
seems thenceforth to have abstained from further acts of peculation ; and 
although it is difficult what other result than eventual exposure could in any 
case have been anticipated by him, it is to be obseired, in explanation of the 
otherwise unaccountable impunity so long enjoyed by him, that he bad at a 
very early period secured himself against the most obvious chance of detection, 
by retaining in his own exclusive custody the bank pass-books, and the paid 
cheques returned with them, keeping at the same time the office books in an 
apparently perfect state, he was enabled to satisfy the Commissioners, fully 
occupied as they were with their professional duties, and little versed in the 
technicalities of accounts, that what seemed so fair must be correct ; while 
those employed under him were not allowed access to any information from 
which his irregularities could be inferred, and were led to believe that he held 
this reserve towards them with the knowledge and concurrence of the Commis- 
sioners. 'I’hus guarded by confidence on the one side, and by authority on the 
other, and maintaining a skilful and vigilant watch on the state of the accounts, 
and on the opportunities of deception, he incurred little risk of discover}’’ until 
an unforeseen change of system brought him under the observation of other 
parties, and even then he was so far favoured by circumstances that his delin- 
quencies might, but for an accident, still have remained for some time unknown 
and unsuspected. 

5th. Having thus described the nature and circumstances of the frauds, we 
proceed to consider how far the commission of them may have been facilitated 
by the neglect of those whose duty it was to guard against them. 

The question which here first presents itself is, — how a precaution so neces- 
sary. so obvious, and so usual, as tlie inquiry from time to time into the state 
of the effective balances, came to be omitted during nearly the whole period of 
the existence of the Commission, — no explanation of the cause of such an 
oversight has been given, except with reference to the period of Mr. Stickney’s 
taking charge of the whole of the accounts, when the books having fallen in 
arrear, no comparison between the apparent and effective balances could for the 
time be made ; but it being certain that, previously to that pressure, the office 
books had always been kept up so closely as readily to show the amount of the 
balances which ought to have existed in the bank, the omission can only be 
accounted for by what appears to be the real cause — the unlimited and ill-judged 
reliance of the Commissioners on .Mr. Mason’s accuracy and integrity. Other 
checks on the correctness ot the accounts may have required more time, and 
more intimate Icnowledge of the principles of public responsibility, than they 
could be expected to contribute to such an object ; but the precaution of 
verifying occasionally the existence of the public money with which they were 
chargeable was so easy of execution, and at the same time so effectual a securit}’’ 
against error, as well as fraud of any gross nature, that the neglect of it for so 
many years must excite sui*prise quite as much as regret. 

Next to this we must remark on the long arrear into which the accounts for 
audit were suffered to fidl, extending back to periods when there could appa- 
rently have been no extraordinary difficulty in rendering them. That they 
were, in fact, made up is shown by the reports for Parliament, and some addi- 
tional labour would consequently appear to be all that was requisite for preparing 
them for exhibition to the Board of Audit ; but whatever the obstacles may 
have been, it is clear that the omission has served great!}’’ to facilitate the com'- 
mission of the frauds now detected, inasmuch as the completion of an account 
must have brought with it the important test of the verification of the balance ; 
and althougli there is no evidence before us to show that Mr. Mason's influence 
was exerted in retarding the preparation of the accounts for audit, it is now so 

25’- A 4 evident 
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evident that the postponement of this must always have been an object desirable 
to him, and the financial arrangement was left so entirely in his hands, that 
little doubt can be entertained of his having dii-ectly or indirectly contributed 
to the delay. 

It is almost needless to advert to the excess of confidence which, in various 
ways, virtually placed in his irresponsible custody public money at the disposal 
of the Commissioners, as it is only another feature of the error which prevailed 
throughout the conduct of the financial business of the Commission, the chief 
exception to which is the precaution taken by Lieutenant-colonel Jones of 
keeping a record of all the cheques personally signed b\' him ; but even this, 
valuable as it may now be as evidence of fraud, has plainly been inoperative as 
a preventive, and would, in fact, have been altogether useless if the more effective • 
step of ascertaining the existence of the balances had been adopted. 

We regi-et to find ourselves compelled to express such opinions with respect 
to officers against whom we do not conceive that there exists the slightest sus- 
picion of connivance at fraud, or even of habitual indifference of the i>ublic 
interest ; but we should to little purpose attempt to suppress or soften down 
conclusions at which we believe that their Lordships themselves must arrive, 
on a perusal of the evidence and other documents laid before them. 

6 th. In connexion with this subject, it is necessary that we should notice- 
the insinuation thrown out in Mr. ’Williams’s evidence, tending to make it 
appear that he had, at a former period, entertained suspicions of irregularity in 
Mr. Mason’s transactions, and given some intimation of them to his superiors, 
of which no notice was taken by them. It will be observed that both Lieu- 
tenant-colonel Jones and Mr. Hornsby disavow any recollection of the com- 
munication to w^hich Mr. Williams refers, and that he himself, in a subsequent 
examination, seems in some measure to retract, or at least to modify his first 
statement. On the whole, we find no. grounds for believing it was of a nature 
to fix the attention of those officers ; and although we have reason to praise 
Mr. Williams’s zeal in assisting our inquiries, his inferences occasionally go so 
far beyond the grounds assigned for them, that we are inclined to doubt if, 
at the period of his alleged intimations, he had himself any distinct notion 
of the irregularities now brought to light. He may probably have seen the 
general necessity of collating the bank account with that of the office, but it 
does not seem probable, nor does he state, that he had knowledge of any special 
cause for it. 



7th. Ihe last point to which we have to advert is the extraordinary procras- 
tination of the accounts which should have been rendered for audit, already 
partially noticed. 

On inquiry at the Audit Office, it was found that the only accounts hitherto 
rendered by or on behalf of the Shannon Commissioners were those of the 
‘‘Upper Shannon Navigation” and of the “ Estabhshment,” both of compara- 
tively small amounts, and chiefly comprising an expenditure on which little 
suspicion of fraud could rest. The more extensive and complicated accounts, 
coming under the heads of “ Rents and Tolls” and “ M^orks,” are due from the 
commencement to the present time, and no progress whatever has been yet 
made in the preparation of the latter. The making up of the former appears 
to have been repeatedly urged on Mr. Mason by Lieutenant-colonel Jones, and 
it was actually approaching completion in the 3 'ear 1845, when the work was 
stopped by the removal to the relief duties of the clerk employed on it, and has 
been suspended ever since. Whether or not his removal was effected by Mr. 
Mason, with this purpose in view, cannot be ascertained: but it would seem 
that he was prepared for the necessity of speedily closing and rendering the 
account of rents and tolls, having contrived by different means to adjust the 
balance under this head before the end of the year 184.5, so that he might have 
obtained from the bank a certificate of the amount to attach to the account ; 
and as long as he could throw the deficit on the “Works” balance, and keep 
back the “Works” account, he ran no risk of detection, unless compelled to 
produce the bank pass-book, or the receipts for the sums lodged, which he might 
probably have been able to evade. 

1 he Appendix to this Report contains the series of correspondence which we 
have traced on the subject of the Shannon accounts yet in arrear, and we must 
repeat, that we can see no valid reason why they should not have been rendered, 
under ail the different heads, for at least some part of the period elapsed 
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since the fii’st opening of the Commission in 1839 ; but we have to remark, 
that the earliest notice of the delay seems to have been the letter from the 
Audit Hoard to Sir John Burgoyne, dated 14th February 1843, the accounts 
being then due from the 1st October 1839. 

We beg leave also to call attention to the apparent inexpediency of sub- 
dividing the bank deposit accounts, leaving, at the same time, the power of 
transfer from the one to the other, since unless all the accounts be made up 
simultaneously, the test of the agreement of the bank balance with that of 
the accountant is neutralized. The separation of the deposit balance is, besides, 
needless, with a view to the distinction of the accounts to which they belong, 
as that can be effected to the fullest extent by a proper mode of keeping the 
books of the office, and the present case seems to show the opening which 
such a sub-division affords for the concealment of fraud or error, unless 
coupled with the absolute prohibition of transfers from one account to another, 
which would involve the necessity of keeping a larger aggregate amount 
always in deposit, besides causing occasional impediment to the progress of 
the service. 

In concluding our Report on a case of such varied and extensive defalcation, 
it may perhaps be permitted to us to offer for consideration some suggestions 
on the expediency of establishing a system of control over the responsibility 
of public accountants, more uniform and effective than that which at present 
exists. 

The desirable object being, of course, rather to prevent than to detect fraud 
and neglect, we conceive that the public money ought never to be intrusted to 
accountable parties, whether corporate or individual, without conveying to them 
at the same time full instructions for their guidance in accounting for it, and 
estabhshing adequate checks on abuse of every kind; and although the great 
variety in the character of the public expenditure may require extensive modifi- 
cation of the details of such instnictions and checks as applicable to each 
particular case, we believe that the more important safeguards for the public 
interest might be embodied in certain general rules, applicable, with small 
variation in principle, to all cases alike. Among these we may mention the 
mode of securing public money in deposit, the restrictions on the issue of it, 
the occasional inspection of books, and verification of the balances which they 
show, the forms and regulations for keeping and rendering accounts, with many 
others, which it is not to our present purpose to enumerate ;'and if these were 
formed into a code of general regulations for the guidance of public account- 
ants of all classes, it would only remain to append to it the particular rules 
or modifications of the general" regulations, adapted to each case of public 
charge. 

We might further suggest the utility of establishing 'as a general rule, that i-o 
whenever the accounts of a public officer or department fall in arrear beyond 
a reasonable time, an immediate inspection of the books and other records 
should be made by persons deputed by the Board of Audit, competent to ascer- 
tain the real cause of the dela}% and that this examination should follow, in aR 
such cases, as a proceeding of course, and, consequently, without pre-supposing 
any act of delinquency to be the motive for it. It would have the effect both 
of protecting the public interest, and of exonerating the accountant, if not 
culpable for the delay, and would enable the auditors on the report of the party 
deputed by them, to judge of the cases in which a special local audit might be 
advisable. 

The various documents which follow are a list of the persons examined, with 
the Minutes of Evidence. 

Appendix, consisting of — 

Part i. — Statement of the result of comparison between the Shannon Office 
Books and the Accounts of the Bank of Ireland. 

Part 2.— Ti’ial balance of the Shannon Office Ledgers. 

Part 3. — Correspondence respecting the exhibition of Accounts. 

Part 4. — Documents, A to Z, referred to in Minutes of Evidence. 

We have the honour to be, 

Sir, 

Your most obedient Servants, 

Edward Phie Co'ffin. 

R. M. Bromley. 
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TREASURY INQUIRY. 



Board op Works’ Office, Custom House, Dublin. 

Evidence of Witnesses Examined before Sir Edward Cojfin and Mr. li. M. Bromley, 
Commissioners appointed by Her Majesty’s Treasury to investigate certain acts of Fraud 
and Abuses brought to light in connexion with the Shannon Commission. 



8 November 1847. 



Thomas Stickney, Esq., Examined. 

1 . YOU hold the situation of Accountant to the Commissioners of Public Works in 
Ireland ? — I do. 

2 . What is the date of your appointment to your present office? — My appointment was 
on the 5 th of November 1846. 

3. On what day did you take chaise of your present duties? — On the 2 d of December 
1846. 

4. Who was your predecessor ? — Mr. Henry Joseph Mason. 

6 . As accountant of the Board of Works ? — Yes ; but I should explain that he held the 
office of assistant-accountant of the Board of Works. He held the name of assistant, but 
acted as accountant. 

6 . He was the acting accountant of the Board of Works ? — Yes. 

7. As assistant he was actually principal? — Yes. 

8 . Had you not an assistant-accountant? — The assistant-accountant was Mr. Henry 
Joseph Mason. 

9. Was he not previously accountant to the Commissioners for Improving the River 
Shannon? — He had been at a former time ; not immediately previous. 

10. Did you ascertain frauds that appear to have been committed in connexion with the 
Shannon Navigation ? — Numerous frauds appear to have been committed. 

11. Will you state on what grounds you suspected them, and in what manner you dis- 
covered them ? — On the 25th of October, having to sign a document relating to the Shan- 
non-office business, I was desirous of ascertaining the amount of balance on that account 
in the Bank of Ireland, and I delivered the accompanying paper marked “A” to the book- 
keeper, wherein the balances are described as taken from the office books. I inquired for 
the bank pass books, and found that he had not possession of them, and in a few minutes 
afterwards I went to the general book-keeper’s room, Mr. King’s room. 

12 . The book-keeper of the Board of Works? — Yes; and I there saw a statement which 
lie had just received from the Bank of Ireland, describing several balances belonging to 
the Board of Works generally, wherein was included the balance belonging to tlie Shan- 
non account, and there appeared a very remarkable deficiency, amounting to nearly 8,000 1. 

13. What did you do? — I instructed Mr. King to go and look over the books of the 
Shannon Navigation, conceiving that it was some gross mistake, and not at the time sus- 
pecting any fraud. Mr. King returned shortly afterwards, and said that the books were 
kept with great exactness, and that it was too true that such a difference did exist. 

14. On what day was that?— On the 25th of October, as marked on that paper I 
handed in; but I should have observed previously that those balances were made up to 
Saturday the 23d, and the paper is dated Monday the 25th. I asked Mr. Rankin what 
monies Le had lodged since the 23d, and he told me that no lodgments were made. Upon 
hearing this 1 wrote to Mr. Mason. 

15. Was that on the day following ? — I think it was; I think I wrote in pencil to Mr. 
Mason, who lived in Dundrum, requesting to know where I should find the pass-books, 
and return drafts (the bank pass-books, and return drafts), and I received from him in 
reply the annexed original paper marked “B,” wherein it will be seen that he proposed to 
come to the office and deliver them up himself. 

16. You have not mentioned in your statement the cause of his absence from the office ; 
it will be well to notice it ? — He was not there in consequence of an accident he met witii, 
from which be had not recovered. 

17. Proceed with your statement? — Remembering tiiat Mr. Hickson, a clerk in this 
office, had been sent to obtain from Mr. Mason, on a former occasion, the key of his 
drawer, I obtained the key from Mr. Hickson, and we opened ceiTuiii drawers, and there 
found six pass-books, two in blank, and four which were written in, together \rith certain 
drafts or cheques chiefly relatiug to recent periods. 

251 . B 2 IS. Blank 
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T. Stichiei/, Esq. IS. Blank cheques ? — No ; return cheques, chiefly relating to the more recent period of 

the service ; we took a cursory view of those books, and then sent them to the bank to be 

8 November 1847. written up, as they were very much in arrear, and this occupied a whole day. 

10. Were those pass-books belonging to four separate accounts? — Tliey had four sepa- 
rate heads of account. 

20. They were not four hooks, in series, of the one account ?— No ; they were all sepa- 
rate accounts ; 1 sjjeak from niemory, and I believe they were four separate accounts. 

21. State what those accounts were, from your knowledge? — They were, the Upper 
Shannon Navigation, the Establishment, the Rents and Tolls, and the Works. 

22. They were four separate accounts, kept in the Bank of Ireland, on account of the 
Shannon Commission?— Yes. On comparing the drafts with the bank pass-books, or on 
tracing back the cheques paid, we discovered that they were correct so far back as the 3d 
of October 1846, on which date the Shannon Commission had been transferred to, and 
consolidated with, the Board of Works ; and that on theoccasion of tlrat transfer, a balance 
equal, or very nearly equal in amount, was at that time deficient. 

23. That a balance was deficient to nearly the same amount of money ? — Yes. 

24. On the 3d of October 1846; is it on that day? — Yes. I mentioned it to Colonel 
Jones, the chairman of the Board, confidentially. 1 can’t tel! the date I did so; but I 
think there is every reason to take it on Saturday the 30th of October. I think it was 
Saturday morning early. 

25. What did you tell him ? — I mentioned to the chairman, I believe on Saturday the 
30th of October, confidentially, that I considered that differences in the balances existed, 
and that we were endeavouring to trace them out ; but observing at the same time, that I 
hoped that there was not immediate cause of alarm. 

26. You did not e.xpiess to him, at that time, any apprehension of fraud? — I did not; 
and the reason I did not was this, that I thought there might be a transfer from the coffers 
of the Bank of Ireland to the credit of the Board in some other bank. 

27. Was it in another bank, or another account at the Bank of Ireland? — I thought a 
transfer might have been made to another bank or banks, for the purpose of drawing 
cheques for convenience sake, and I wrote to Mr. Mason again on Friday, the 29th, to 

Appendix (C.) which I did not receive this answer, marked “ C,” until about two o’clock on the fol- 
lowing day, Saturday the 30ih. This was after my conversation with Colonel Jones. 

J was aware that Mr. Hornsby, the Board’s assistant-secretary, had had several interviews 
with Mr. Mason, and had represented to him the absolute necessity of producing his keys, 
and of our having access to those missing books and cheques. Vou will observe that I 
speak of the bank book confined to the older periods, and not to the recent pass books and 
cheques. 

28. To an earlier period, to a period prior to the consolidation of the Board of Works 
— Yes; anterior to the series that we found. On Monday morning Mr. Hornsby obtained 
the key of a drawer. 

29. The 1st of November?— Yes. On the 1st of November Mr. Hornsby obtained the 
key of a drawer, where were deposited numerous keys ; and amongst others, keys belong- 
ing to an iron safe, which is built in the wall of the old Shannon office below stairs, now 
occupied for another purpose. W e found in that safe several drafts ready signed and filled 
up, of which an accurate inventory was taken. 

30. Have you that inventory by you? — I have it copied in a book up stairs. 

31. \Te had better have a copy of that inventory. 

32. Let us have a copy of it. I presume those cheques were filled up and signed by 
more than one Commissioner? — By two Commissioners. 

33. You have seen the cheques? — I have. 

34. In whose possession are they now ? — They are in my possession, under lock and key, 

Appendix (D.l sealed up. (^Inventory delivered in, marked “ D.”; Those cheques are sealed up, and put 

under Mr. Radcliff’s seal. 

35. Those were perfect cheques, not presented to the bank; not paid, in short?— Yes, 
not paid ; we obtained on that day also, from M r. Deverell (the 1st of November) a bundle 
of return cheques. 

36. Who was Mr. Deverell? — He was a gentleman formerly employed in the Shannon 
office. He gave me a bundle of old return cheques, which we understood from him that 
he found packed up with other documents, formerly the property of Mr. Edward Corneille, 
deceased; a large brown paper parcel, which was said to contain some of those cheques. 

37. They were found in what part of the office? — They were papers packed in brown 
paper, supposed to contain certain documents the property of the late Mr. Corneille. They 
were found to contain some cheques, and were carefully tied up in brown paper, and sup- 
posed to come from Mr. Corneille’s desk, or his office. 

38. Is Mr. Deverell in the office yet? — He is. Mr. Hornsby and I questioned Mr. Ran- 
kin with respect to pass-books and return cheques, and he informed us that he had not, since 
1840, had the custody of them, but he produced ibr us a parcel neatly packed up, and 
marked “ 1839-40,” of return cheques. Mr. Rankin having volunteered on Saturday even- 
ing, the 30th of October, to give all the information in his power, or make a research 
amongst the ledgers into these matters, I told him a useful thing would be a memorandum 
from him of the dates of appointment, the names of parties, and their duties in the Shannon 
office; and on Monday, the 1st of November, Mr. Rankin delivered to me this paper. 

Appendix (E.) marked “ E.” Later in the day, Mr. Rankin voluntarily delivered to me a schedule in 

his 
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liis own handwriting, marked "F,” of certain over-payments, amounting to 120?., which 
he stated had been rc-!odged in bank, but which over-drawn amounts and repayments were 
omitted in the office books; the office books containing the net amount of the vouchers 
alone, and the, repayments of the office issues appearing only in the bank books. Mr. 
Rankin observed that he was aware that this reflected on his own correctness, but bethought 
i t proper to mention the circumstance. 

39. When did the Commissioners first hold their inquiry? — I think it was Monday the 
1st of November that the Commissioners first held their inquiry. 

40. It is important to know ? — I am pretty well satisfied of it. That is my belief. 

41. It is a point you can inform us upon again? — On the 1st of November, I believe, 
Mr. Radclifi'and Captain Larcom held their inquiry. 

42. They were the only two Commissioners present at the first meeting after the frauds 
were discovered ? — Yes, the only two. 

43. Were you aware if the others were in town or not ? — I infer that they were absent 
from town on business. On the 2d they continued their sittings, examining into evidence 
on each of those days. 

44. The same two members of the Board? — Yes, the same two, assisted by Mr. Stewart, 

the Board’s solicitor, Mr. Collis, consulting counsel, Mr. Walker, the secretary, Mr. Hornsby, 
myself, and Mr. King. I believe I have stated that the sitting was continued on the 2d 
of November, and witnesses on both those days were examined. On the evening of the 
2d of November I received the accompanying letter marked “ G ” from the Commissioners, 
to take possession of the Shannon accounts and papers of every description ; and I accord- 
ingly secured them under lock and key and seal. By the following evening I obtained 
a “ Chubb’s” lock and other appendages, to make the place more secure, and having 
received information from Mr. Beatty that there was a table in one of the offices containing 
two drawers, of which the key was not accessible 

46. Who is Mr. Beatty ? — He is a clerk in my own office, a very intelligent gentleman, 
Mr. George Beatty. I tried numerous keys belonging to Mr. Mason, and found that one of 
them opened two drawers, and there I discovered numerous pass-books, very numerous paid 
drafts, and various other papers and documents, in a complete state of disorder. 

46. How did these keys come into your possession? — ^They were obtained by means of 
the one key delivered to Mr. Hornsby on Monday moraing. We discovered numerous 
keys ; the keys of the drawers of the safe, of the iron drawer in the safe, and some other 
keys that opened some drawers of his writing-desk. All the papers belonging to the 
Shannon were then concentrated in that office ; that is, those we found, together with those 
that existed before. 

47. 'I'hey were locked up in one room? — They were locked in one room, or in the two 
rooms, for they are together. 

48. The inner room is not accessible but from the outer one? — Yes, that is the case. I 
appointed Mr. King, with five other gentlemen, to institute an immediate comparison 
between tire bank books so found, and the office books. 

49. Were all those gentlemen belonging to your own department ? — All with the exception 
of Mr. John Williams, who had been m the Shannon office. 

50. To what business did you put Mr. Williams ? — We occupied them all (those si.x) in 
comparing the entries. 

51. Mr. Williams performed the same duty in the Shannon office as the five other clerks ? 
— He did. He has long been separated from that branch. He bad many months before 
belonged to the Shannon office. I considered his assistance particularly useful, owing to 
his knowledge of the Shannon affairs. In the meantime I applied to the secretary of the 
bank to obtain copies of their ledgers, where the old pass-books were missing, and as the task, 
had been continued to some extent, I thought it better not to stop it, because it furnished 
evidence on one point; viz. to prove the names of persons and services described in the 
body of the drafts payable to bearer, which the bank pass-books did not include. The 
bant pass-books included the numbers only. 

52. The numbers and sums? — Yes; ami I thought the one would be a good counter- 
check on the other. I was led to wish for this medium of comparison, fearing that the bank 
pass-book might have been falsified. 

63. I understood you to say, that the bank merely supplied you with a statement of 
cheques paid for the Board of the missing pass-books? — Yes, sir; so as to fall in with the 
old periods missing. I wrote the enclosed note marked “ H, ” to the secretary of the Bank 
of Ireland, inquiring who were the parties in the habit of carrying the bank pass-books to 
the bank, and of receiving them in return : and the answer to the original note was brought 
back by the assistant-secretary, Mr. Geoghegan, wherein it was alleged that they were not 
able to identify the parties who went to the bank. 

54. Since the 30th of October 1846, those pass-books were entirely in charge of Mr. 
Mason? — Yes; so it has been alleged ; and I have reason to believe that Mr. Mason fre- 
quently went there about the pass-books. 1 1 was stated to me, “ that he frequently went 
tliere about the pass-books.” 

65. Did you consider it your duty to look into the cash accounts since your appoint- 
ment ? — Yes ; but 1 never had time to look into them at all. It would, I consider, have 
been part of. my duty to have a general superintendence over them, but I had not time ; 
and Mr. Mason having the management of the Shannon branch, I considered that every- 
thing was right. It was looked upon as a model of regularity, and I believe was subject to 
the same regulations as the other branches. Mr. King, the book-keeper, bad nothing to do 
with the bank pass-books of the Shannon. 

B j 68- 
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T. SticHey, Esq. 
8 November 1847. 



56. After the consolidation of the two branches, the Shannon accounts were kept distinct 
from the Board of Works as previousljr ? — Yes. 

57. Did you consider that compatible with the intention of the Treasury Minutes ?— 
No ; I considered that the service tiiey established under a certain system should be carried 
on separately on its own account. 

68. Did you consider it was according to the spirit of the Treasury Minute of the 
31st of August 1846, that those accounts should be kept distinctly? — No; I can’tay 

^ 69. I will read the Minute of the 31st of August 1846 ; it says, “ Before the members 
of the new Board proceed to any other business, they will consider what distribution of 
duties it will be advisable to make amongst themselves, so that each member may be per- 
sonally and immediately responsible for the satisfactory working of a particular department. 
The distribution of the duties, when so arranged, is to be reported to the Treasury for ap- 
proval, and is not to be again disturbed without the reasons for the change that may be 
proposed being reported to, and receiving the pi-evious sanction of the Treasury.” The 
Minute of the 6th of September 1846, states, “ That the duties of the Board would be best 
performed by the following arrangement : — 

“ The Chairman. — His general superintendence ; Government correspondence ; Castle 
references ; duties connected with the Act for Piers and Harbours ; inland navigation ; 
Shannon. 

“ Deputy-Chairman.— -Shannon. 

“ Deputy-Chairman and Captain Larcom.— Specially charged with carrying out the 
duties connected with the Act for the Relief of the Distress. 

« John Radcliffe, Esq.— Grant roads under Public Works’ Act ; bridges, public build- 
ings, colleges, prisons, &c. ; advances for draining the lands, &c. 

“ W. T. Mulvany, Esq.— Duties connected with the Act for Drainage and Fisheries ; 
also, the Consolidated Railway Act.” 



Then we have the minute of the 29th of September 1846: “Write to the Commissioners of 
Public Works, that their Lordships are pleased to ^prove of the distribution of the duties 
proposed to be made amongst the members of the Board ; and they desire that any altera- 
tion which circumstances may hereafter appear to require, may be reported to them for their 
sanction.” These are the Treasury Minutes on the subject. 

60. Did you ever put the question to the Treasury, whether the Shannon accounts should 
be considered as part of the general duties of the accountant? — I never did. 

61. After 1846, the Sd of October, did you countersign the cheques of the Shannon? — I 
never countersigned them except accidentally, when Mr. Ma.son was gone from the office 
before the cheques were prepared, and that was a very rare circumstance. 

62. But you did do so? — I have, occasionally, in that way. 

63. Did Mr. Mason countersign your cheques in the same way ? — He did, sometimes ; 
but he almost always signed the cheques of the Shannon, because it was his peculiar 
province. 

64. In point of fact, there must have been a separate bead of account for the Shannon, 
because the money for it was appropriated under an express Act of Parliament? — We 
had 24 separate heads of accounts, in many separate ledgers, the Shannon only form- 
ing one. 

66. Then the other 23 were in your charge? — They were. 

66. And you, as a rule, signed the cheques for 23 ? — I did, and Mr. Mason signed for 
the Shannon, except when I did bis business — did so accidentally. 

67. Did the Board of Public Works object to Mr. Mason signing for you ?— No ; it was 
necessary for one party or the other to countersign every cheque before it could be paid out. 
The bank knew that he and I did so for all the other services ; but I preferred he should 
sign for the Shannon himself, as he understood it best ; I looked on tlie Shannon affairs as 
of very small importance in comparison with the other matters. 

68. Was the expenditure under the Shannon Commission considerable after you took 
charge ? — It struck me not. Their reports were separate from the reports of the Board of 
Works, which implies a separation of those services. 

69. I am under the impression that the Shannon works were suspended at that period 
from necessity, because the officers employed on them were taken away from their duties ? 
—They were suspended, and very nearly finished. 

70. How often did the bank render you a statement of the balances under the dif- 
ferent accounts ?— Since February 1847, the bank has given us in a statement weekly, 
made up to the Saturday night, of the balances they held on all the services, except the 
Shannon. 

71. In every account but the Shannon? — Every account but the Shannon; and on the 
23d of October, the bank, for the first time, delivered in its statement of balances for die 
Shannon. 

72. When you took charge, you made no new arrangement respecting the Shannon 
business? — I never meddled with it. 

73. Did you take any step to ascertain the balances on that particular account at that 
time? — I did not. 

74. Was there any reason for omitting it?— Nothing but the extreme pressure of 
business. 

75 . Was the question never asked? — I never inquired at alii 

76. Did 
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78. Did you ask that question regarding the other balance? — In February 1847 I looked 
into the other balances. 

77. You entered on the accounts without knowing the balances ? — Yes. 

78. The books were so in arrear that there was nothing to give you the balances when 
you took charge ?~I never could have had any balances stated to enter into the business 
without making a halt. 

79. From the date you took charge you would be able to show the amount you received 
from tlie Paymaster 01 Civil Services, or any other source ? — From that time we would be 
able to do it. 

80. Would you be able to show your expenditure from that time ? — Not an accurate and 
complete account ; that is at present under the consideration of Mr. Kirby. 

81. You could give an early statement of your expenditure under different heads? — We 
could, with considerable trouble. 

82. But your books were so kept since that you could do so ? — I am sure we could do so. 
Wlien I looked into the books I got tlie journal divided into half-a-dozen others, which I 
considered having in one book was one of the causes of arrear. The journals were in 
arrear. 

83. You inspected your day-books and cash-books from time to time? — We had no day- 
books. 

84. You satisfactorily explained that your books would be able to show the receipts, but 
that your cash-books were no way posted up? — I conceive that at the present moment the 
books will show the payments, for they are written up since. 

85. But at the time of the great pressure? — At the time of the great pressure we had 
nothing to trust to but the correctness of our counterfoils, and subsidiary books were kept 
on that occasion. 

8G. The Shannon books appear to be so written up that a balance could be struck ? — ^The 
Shannon books should not be affected by the relief service. 

87. For what reason? — It was a distinct service, and the persons employed were in a 
distinct department. 

88. For that reason you were enabled to discover the differences between the bank state- 
ments and tlie books ? — The differences between the other services would be tested by similar 
means. 

89. Could you have so readily obtained the balances on the other accounts? — On some 
of the other accounts I could have done so, but not all. 

90. As to the documents which you laid before the Board, the draft of any given sum, 
did you receive the authority of the Commissioners to advance to any individual on imprests ? 
— We liad circular lettei-s, which were our authority, and which showed the rules and regu- 
lations under which remittances for the relief services were to be made. They were to be 
made on estimates, which went through the usual routine of the office. 

91. Explain? — Every moraing estimates came in from the engineers. They stated the 
name of the work, the amount which had been originally sanctioned for expenditure, the 
amount expended up to that time, and the sum of money required to carry it on. Tliis 
was signed by the engineer, who requested that the amount required should be remitted to 
a certain pay-clerk therein named ; and if thei-e was no objection, there was a remittance 
sent. 

92. Were those estimates laid before the Commissioners? — No; they were so numerous 
they could not be laid before them. 

93. Upon what general authority did you lay cheques before them ? — Upon the authority 
that the business should be so carried on. 

94. But as to the Shannon Commission ? — I was wholly unconnected with it. 

95. Did you find this system in operation when you came into the office? — It was 
established when I came here, and I only went on witli it. 

96. With respect to final payments, what course did you pursue ? — Those final payments 
which comprehended salaries of the people on the establishment are submitted on the pay 
list to the Board for approval. In respect to all other contracts for building and for every 
other ordinary work under the Board, there is always an order to pay it by one of the 
Commissioners, and sometimes accompanied by a direction from the secretary of a more 
formal nature. 

97. With respect to the pay of engineers and lock-keepers, did you look on that as an 
imprest to any one, or a final sum ? — I looked on that as a final payment, but the money 
for circulation was sent to one gentleman to pay all, and save trouble, and the Board filled 
up appointments for those different individuals. They were considered as paid under certain 
appointments, and we considered this a general authority. The subordinate people were 
settled with by the persons over them. 

98. For the purposes of employment, or anything of that kind, did you receive any spe- 
cific authority? — Yes, when paid in Dublin; but, in reference to the accounts, it will appear 
that engineers in the country took the liberty of getting money, and directing the pay-clerks 
to expend it in tools and implements. They applied funds, destined for other purposes,^ 
to the payment for tools and implements. 

99. That you lately discovered ? — Yes. 

100. Tlie Coininissionei's of course are aware of those cases you mention? — I presume 
the Commissioners are fully aware of all I mentioned, because nothing was kept from their 
knowledge intentionally. 

251. R 4 tOl. The 



T. Slickney, Esq. 

8 November 1847. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




6 



EVIDENCE TAKEN BEFORE THE COMMISSIONERS 



T. Stkkney, Esq. 101 . The jHivchases made under the Shannon business have not been brought forward ? 
— I know nothing of them. 

8 November 1847 . 101 *. The Shannon contracts were not laid before the Commissioners? — I presume the 

book-keeper of the Shannon had them ; they were not laid before me. If Mr. Mason was 
absent I would sign cheques for him, as I said. I have a paper here of the names of all the 
Appendix (J.) gentlemen employed on the Shannon business, marked “ J,” which I will hand in. 

102 . Is there any person, then, you would recommend to be examined here? — I think 
that they all should be submitted to examination. 

103. VVho is the best person, in the absence of Mr. Mason, to give information? — I think 
the most authentic information, and the least open to suspicion, would be from Mr. Hornsby, 
who for six months acted as accountant, because there is a little cloud resting on Mr. Ran- 
kin’s evidence, which otherwise would be very well calculated to give information. 

104. There is a question I wish to ask ; did the Commissioners of Public Works, when- 
ever you asked for money for the Shannon Navigation, ask what balances were in hand ? — 
1 never asked them for any monies connected with the service ; I never interfered with tire 
Shannon business in any way wliatever. 

105. Can you explain how money was procured? — I cannot; I never looked into these 
matters at all ; but I knew, from hearsay, that money was received from tolls and rents. 

106 . There is an account from the Eighth Report of the Commissioners of the Shannon 
Navigation, signed by you, and how did you get that balance? — Mr. Mason told me that 
he examined it, and found it perfectly correct; and I signed it without inquiring into it. 

107. You, in fact, depended on Mr. Mason ? — I did so. I was assured by him that it 
was correct ; and, in the midst of such a hurry, to have looked into it minutely would have 
been impossible. 

108 . You supposed that there was an ascertained balance ? — I supposed that there was 
a proper check on every department, and by Mr. Mason on every one in that department. 

109. Had you ever any suspicion or doubt as to Mr. Mason? — No ; on the contrary, I 
had the fullest confidence in his integrity and prudence, as well as his attention to business, 
and every other good quality. 

110 . Was he generally correct in his attendance? — He was particularly so, and used to 
caiTy home business at night to get through it. 

111 . Was that opinion formed from the opinion of others, or from observation ? — Parti- 
cularly from the reports of others, from the Commissioners, from public opinion, and from 
observation. 

112 . Since your appointment as accountant, has he been absent on leave e.xcept from 
this accident? — No, not except from the accident. I think he was absent for a general 
holiday. I don’t think he was a single day absent when other persons were attending 
their duties, except when he met with the accident. 

113. You still retain charge of the Shannon room ? — I do ; either I or Mr. King have it 
in charge. 

114. No one has keys to it but yourselves ; you and Mr. King? — No ; except one or two 
confidential persons in the establishment, no one has access. There is Mr. Corneille, whose 
late brother was here, and he is anxious to fish out some matters about the business. 

115. But he is not there alone? — No, never alone. 

Sir Edward Coffin remarked that the room should never be entered by any one 
alone. Let that be understood. 

Mr. Stickney^ Certainly. 



Colonel Jones, Chairman of the Board of Commissioners of Public Works ; Examined. 

Colonel Jones. Refeehing to the Shannon Commission, before the incorporation, what was the 

duty of your appointment? — I will refer to the Treasury Minute and ascertain. 

117. You were the only paid Commissioner? — I was the only paid Commissioner. 

118. What was the peculiar nature of your duties? — To sec that the projects that were 
prepared by the former Commission, and approved of by Parliament, were carried out, and 
to certify and order the bills for them. My duties constantly took me from home up the 
Shannon ; in fact, I was more away than in Dublin. 

119. Did you consider the Shannon Act in force, notwithstanding the consolidation of 
the two Boards? — I did. The original Act appointed only three Commissioners, and when 
they re-organized this Board, it was thought advisable to incorporate them at once, and 
that was done on the 26th of August 1846. 

120. From what source were the funds obtained ? — The funds were granted by vote, and 
were 690,000 /. 

121. From what source did you get that advance? — From the Treasury, by Exchequer 
bills, and afterwards by funds transferred from the Exchequer to the bank. 

122. Not through the Paymaster of Civil Services? — It might have been through him. 

123. Who was Accountant to the Commissioners? — Mr. Mason. 

124. Was his appointment by the Commissioners or by the Treasury ? — By the Treasury. 
On the former Commission, the Commission of Inquiry, there was no accountant ; and I, as 
the paid Commissioner, took the accounts into my own hands. 

125. That was until 1839? — From 1836 to 1839 ; and of all the money expended in that 
inquiry afterwards, he kept the accounts. 

126. And they were perfectly clear; was security required? — There was no security 

required. 
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required. I often thought that there should be security; but there was none. Mr. Mason 
never had money in his own hands, however. 

127. What power had he over the funds ? — The regular mode was, that no money should 
be paid, without the signature of two Commissioners and of the accountant. 

128. Was that signature of his made before or after yours ?— Generally after. No order 

could be paid until there was the signature of two Commissioners; and there was no order 
for payment until the bills were referred to me, and signed, and authority given to Mason 
to sign the cheques. After I was satisfied that the charges in the accounts were fair I 
gave cheques. I would mark the bills in the corner, for payment. ’ 

129. On what ground did you sign the cheques ?~Upon my order upon the bills that I 
satisfied my mind that the parties were entitled to the money. There was an officer 
appointed specially to examine those accounts; and after he had examined them, 1. then 
struck out items for further consideration, and arranged them, and put my order for pay- 
ment on them, and those were then sent up to the accountant. 

130. Th^e being put into his hands, what check was there to his misapplication of the 
money : — Bringing the cheques down to the Commissioners to he signed. 

131. But after they were signed, what check was on him? — There was no check upon 

him then. ‘ 

132. Had you any guarantee ? — None, except that if the money was not paid they would 
let us know very soon. I was constantly on the works, and the parties entitled to payment 
never complained much, or failed to let me know if they were in airear. 

133. You had contracts open ? — Yes, nearly all the works were by contracts. 

134. What was your practice for payment '! — We paid two months’ subsistence. If 500 

men were employed, a certificate was given of it. The engineer got the return of these 
matters, and on every third month we calculated the difference, and paid it. Sometimes it 
happened that their subsistence money was more than their work, and then they sot no 
payment for the third month. ” 

135. Your money is kept, I believe, at the Bank of Ireland ; did you ever get any account 
from the bank? — Never. 

136. Did you ever get any account from the bank of balances ? — Before there was an 
accountant apjiointed, I did so, but not afterwards ; I was so taken up with business. I did 
so until I considered there was a proper system established, and while I had time to do so. 
I considered the accountant as the responsible officer. When there was an accountant 
appointed I considered myself relieved from any responsibility. 

137. When Mason required money, did he bring forward his balance ? — He did when we 
called for it. I frequently called for it, to see the state of our funds, as certain works 
depended on our balances. 

138. Did you require accounts to be taken of the amounts received from the collectors ? 
— We did. 

139. How many collectors had you?~I can’t tell exactly. Some of the men called 
collectors were, m fact, lock-keepers. There was, in all, about 25; and we received remit- 
tances Jrom them every fortnight, with the accounts for them. 

140. What control had you over the toll collectors? — Mr. Mulvany was charged with 
the inspection of cheques along the tolls ; and remittances came to the secretary, I believe. 

141. Who asks those questions, to see what check there is on the credits given? — The 
accountant had to swear to his accounts at the Audit-office. 

142. When were you led to suspect Mr. Mason’s conduct ? — Never until Mr. Stickney 
told me on Saturday week ; and he told me, it might be that money was placed to wrong 
account. I had no suspicion, on leaving town, that he was in any way implicated. I 
always considered him a most strictly correct man. 1 first knew him when I was connected 
with the Railway Commission. He was appointed by Mr. Drummond to make calcula- 
tions ; and a more correct man I never knew. 

143. When this information was got, did the Commissioners take the matter into their 
own hands?— Yes. I was obliged to go to Belinullet to an inquiry. Mr. Hornsby was to 
have gone with me, but I left him behind, and he went to Mr. Mason’s for his keys; but 
there wa.s nothing found in his drawers with those keys. So 1 left Dublin on that nio-ht; 
and until I got a letter at Belinullet or Clifden, I knew nothing of what occurred ; and I 
never was more astonished in my life. 

144. I called at the Audit-office for the accounts, but found that only a small part had 
been rendered, though they had been repeatedly called for; can you explain this? — I urged 
him repeatedly to go on with those accounts, which were very long and complicated. 
That was the only thing in which I did not find Mr. Mason acting up to my directions and 
instructions. 

145. That inquiry of mine at the Audit-office led to the mention of the correspondence 
on the subject; and Mr. Trevelyan called for it and sent us copies of it? — I desired them 
to hurry on the accounts for the Audit-office ; and they said they were doing all they could. 

I tyas anxious that they should be audited as soon as possible. [Document produced by 
Witness.'] Ibis is a return I have from every station on the Shannon, laid before me 
every Tuesday morning. There are two cohuniis, one for the Commissioners, and one 
for the contractors, showing the number of persons employed ; and when the contractors’ 
bills came in, it was very easy to check, if the numbers returned were more than we got ; 
and it so, I sent them back immediately. From my frequent visits I could tell what was 
going on in the country. 

146. You had full information of the work that was done? — Yes; this document was the 
check for me. 

^51- C 147. How- 
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g evidence taken before the commissioners 

147. How were these printed accounts for Parliament prepared? — There was a great 
number of vouchers to be prepared, and Mi'. Mason always stated that there was great 
difficulty in making out these accounts as to the tolls. The establishment account was 
rendered, hut the tolls was not. We could not send the original papers away until we 
settled with the contractors; we should keep them and send copies to the Audit-office, and 
he had to go and swear to them, 

148. You will find that that is a very detailed account, showing a balance of 19,000 Z. 
It would appear that that account was taken from account books very well written up? — 
Yes. This shows our actual expenditure. It is taken from our hooks. 

149. There were no entries made in them without the vouchers, I suppose? — Certainly 
not. 

150. If that was taken from the Shannon books, why not send the vouchers to the Audit- 

office? You could not send the originals until you settled with the contractor, we could 

only send copies. We could not send the originals, in fact, until we finished with the con- 
tractor; we could only send copies, as I said. This document, for instance, is a bill we 
could not send to the Audit-office, for it shows the sums paid, and the contractors some- 
times demanded too much. 

151. You could have parted with the receipts? — No, we could not send them away until 
we had finally closed those matters, if we apprehended that those accounts should be 
audited from the first, we could have done so; but they did not call for an audit for three 
or four years. I have asked Mr. Mason if additional hands could be put on, and he said 
that could not be done, as none but persons conversant with the works, and books, could 
prepare them. If he had been anxious for them to have gone on, he might have done so, 

I think. 

152. In December 1845 there is a letter referring to a letter of the 28th of June 1844, 
from the Board, on the subject of the accounts; and on the 28tli of July 1846 there is 
another letter, stating “ that the accounts were in a forward condition, and that they would 
be furnished as soon as possible” ?— Then we got into the Relief Works, and it was impos- 
sible that we could have gone on with, those accounts. 

153. There is another one on the 24th of April 1847? — After 1845 we had no time to 
render accounts; when first called on we set to work as fast as we could. Masou first took 
up the establishment accounts, and sent them in, and then took up the rents and tolls; but 
we were unable to go on. 

154. Was there not some correspondence between the Commissioners of the Shannon and 
the Treasury? — On what subject? 

155. Let me read this letter to you of the 9ih of December 1845 ; this shows some corre- 
spondence with you and the Lords of the Treasury, and refers to other letters which wa 
should wish to see : — 

To Major-General Sir J. F. Burgoyne, k.c.b., and Harry H. Jones, Esq., Shannon 
Commission-office, Custom House, Dublin. 

Gentlemen, Audit-office, London, 9 December 1845. 

The Commissioners for Auditing Public Accounts having had under their consideration a 
copy of a letter addressed by you to Mr. Trevelyan, (which was forwarded to this office in a 
Treasury letter, dated 3d of August 1844,) dated 2Sth of June 1844, wherein you refer to the 
transmission to this office of your accounts of the expenses of your office establishment, as 
Commissioners for tlie Improvement of the River Shannon, to the 31st of March 1845 and 
state, with reference to the other accounts, that you will take immediate steps for com- 
plying with their Lordships’ directions. You are directed to observe that no accounts but 
those for the service above-mentioned, to 31st of March 1845, valuations aird law expenses 
to the 31st of December 1841, have been received at this office. I am therefore directed to 
refer you tq, the directions contained in the accompanying extract from a Treasury Minute 
of 21st of June 1844, and to desire that an account, in respect of the services therein 
described, made up from August 1839 to 31st of December 1844, may be transmitted to 
this office with as little delay as possible, accompanied by the necessary vouchers and 
authorities in support thereof ; and that your subsequent accounts may be forwarded here 
as soon after rhe close of each year as can conveniently be done. 

I am, &c. 

J. L. Mallet. 

I was constantly urging the rendering of these accounts to the Audit-office, and he 
always spoke of the hurry, and told me that he was getting on with them whenever he 
possibly could, according to the work they were doing. The men did some work, and 
tlien, perhaps, had to take up some other work; and we were obliged to. give some little 
advances to keep them at work; and we were obliged to keep the receipts and documents 
for the purpose of looking into the accounts, and seeing what was due. We felt that we 
could not hold the reius too tight with regard to those bills that referred to several 
contracts, and that included a large contract, containing a series of works. Mr. Harding 
used to examine into those balances, and when we were satisfied with them I gave an 
order I'or payment. 

156. The order for payment in that case would be in the abstract? — Yes. 

157. Have you ever considered it important to have the signature of the accountant 
before you signed? — We considered it necessary that all should be signed : at that time 
one was as necessary as tlie other. 

168. But 
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158. But who was to sign first? — We considered that ours was the first, and that his 
should come afterwards. 

16h. Would you not consider that the accountant’s signature first would be a check upon 
all parties? — considered tlie signature of the accountant afterwards as a check on the 
Commissioners, as a further security that all was right. 

IGO. You always had the vouchers beside you? — Always. 

161. But in the case of the labouring poor? — It would have been utterly impossible to 
vouch them all, because I was obliged often to sign 40,000 h away of a morning. 

162. As to the Shannon ? — We never worked by estimate on the Shannon. 

163. The bank will not, I suppose, pay any cheque unless signed by the two Commis- 
sioners and accountant? — They have paid with the accountant’s signature and one Com- 
missioner’s, when a second was not in town; but the accountant being always on the spot, 
they looked to his signature move than mine. 

164. Did the Act require two signatures? — No, it was an arrangement of our own. We 
arranged that the Coihmissioners had charge of particular departments, and that was a 
guarantee to the other Commissioners that all was right. When cheques came down to us, 
we constantly sent them back for explanation. When you get into harness you easily carry 
on anything not out of the beaten track. It was an odd thing that I could never get 
Mr. Mason to have a petty cash account. He used to have cheques given for even a few 
shillings. 

165. Had you not a practice of leaving signatures to blank cheques ? — Only in cases of 
absolute necessity, where no delay could take place, and on these occasions one Commis- 
sioner signed ill blank. 

166. Two Commissioners never signed in blank? — No; I have signed sometimes in 
blank, and told the other Commissioner I did so. 

167. Had you the entire control of the Shannon until the consolidation? — I was con- 
sidered the working Commissioner. 

168. Since that time? — I have gone on with it, together with Mr. Griffith. I go down 
and inspect the works, and look into the accounts as well as I can. 

169. it was never your intention when the two Boards were consolidated that a change 
should take place in the accounts ? — No, because we expected to have them closed. That 
was our intention. 

170. You alwajis intended that tliey should be distinct ? — By the Act of Parliament they 
should be quite distinct, and we bad to render separate accounts. 

171. Did you impute any blame to Mr. Stickney for leaving matters so much in Mr. 
Mason’s hands ? — No, I did not. Mr. Stickney came all in a storm. All the passages aud 
stairs were crowded with people, and I was surprised he got on so well. He had not the 
power of looking into the business he was appointed to undertake ; that it was desirable 
to have worked up. 

172. Could he have ascertained the balances? — I believe it would have been impossible. 
If lie tried to do so himself he could not, because Mr. Mason’s time was taken up wdth 
other matters, and he could give him no assistance. You can understand when you have 
only a small establishment to carry on your current business, it is attended with inconve- 
nience to bring in extra hands, because tliey are not conversant with the business, and are 
not able to understand it without explanation. 

173. Could you show us the original instructions for the formation of the Board in 1839 ? 
— That is what the Treasury is very remiss in. They left tlie question of accounts always 
to their Commissioners, and they gave no instructions for contracts. I have frequently 
spoken of it to Mr. Trevelyan. They never called for our accounts for four years we were 
at work. 

174. What as to the rents and tolls? — The rents and tolls account is very long. There 
is a daily register of every boat at every lock ; there is a returu from every boat at every 
station on her trip up and down. I will furnish you with tables which will show the com- 
plication of these matters. 

175. They will be very valuable to us? — The toll-keepers had to send up their money 
once a fortnight. 

176. When the remittances were made did they come to the Commissioners ? — No, to 
the accountant, to Mr. Mason; and perhaps it might be to the secretary. 

177. How did they come up? — In a letter of credit, or bank post bill, or post-office 
orders ; some of those people were not within 10 or 15 miles of a bank. 

178. Had you any audit amongst yourselves regarding those accounts since 1839 ? — No ; 

I constantly called for a statement of those accounts ; we were obliged to state the sums 
expended at each assizes to the g'rand juries, and to make out those accounts took up a 
great deal of time. 

179. You had no statement from the bank coming to the Commissioners, showing your 
balances ? — No. 

180. What has been tlie total aggregate amount of your expenditure on the Shannon? 
— The last account was 400,000?. odd ; we were limited at first not to exceed 100,000?. 
per annum, but I believe we never came up to it. 

181. '^I’be letter of Mr. Walker speaks of the accuracy of Mr. Mason’s accounts, and 
I'efers to the audit of them as a proof of their accuracy ? — That referred to the accounts 
that were furnished there, and we believed all his accounts to be correct. There were 
accounts in arrear when Mr. Mason came to this Board. 

182. There are two grounds of complaint in the Minute of the 8th of September 1846 ; 

251. C 2 it 



Colonel Jonet, 



November 1847. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




10 



EVIDENCE TAKEN BEFORE THE COMMISSIONERS 



it states that the balances were not mentioned? — That is explained in another letter, I 
think. 

1 S3. In what letter? — When Mr. Mason came to this Board, Mr. Otley was commis- 
sioner of accounts, and when he went to London I explained matters to him, and they 
passed the amount mentioned in that letter to reward Mr. Mason. The balances alluded 
to were Board of Works balances, not Shannon. Mr. Mason was then accountant to tiiis 
Board. 

184. This minute speaks of repeated applications for accounts of those balances ? — The 

Treasury were asking for balances in order to close the works, and some of those very 
balances are those under examination. Our orders were to keep the people going, and pay 
them, and the consequence was, that the Treasury did not send over the warrants for long' 
after they gave their sanction, so that we had to pay them from what money we had, no 
matter what it was. If we did not the whole country was upon us. Until after the l5th 
of August we were always sending for the Treasury warrants. This created an irregularity, 
and we could not make out those matters afterwards. " 

185. Then you were taking your Shannon balances for other purposes? — I don’t know 
where we got them, but I know the other day we had drawn the Bank of Ireland 120,OOOZ. 
beyond our account. 



Tuesday, 9 November 1847. 



Edward Hornsby, Examined. 

£. Hornsby, Esq. 186. WHAT office do you hold at present? — Assistant-secretary of the Board of Works. 

. 187. From what date have you held that office? — From the consolidation of the two 

Q November 1847. Boards ; the Treasury minute appointing me is dated 31st of August 1846. 

188. In what capacity were you employed before that date ? — Secretary to the Shannon 
Commissioners, from the 1st of September 1839. 

189. You acted as accountant to the Shannon Commission for some time; what was 
that period ? — From the 1st of March; the Treasury letter appointing me is the 1st of 
March 1846, and I acted up to tlie consolidation of the two Boards, which was on the 1st 
of September 1846 ; the Treasury minute is dated 31st of August 1846. 

190. Did you not retain the charge of the accounts after the 1st of September? — I 
should explain, perhaps, my position. When I was appointed I did not interfere with the 
keeping of the books, because I do not understand book-keeping, but I became answer- 
able for the accounts in that capacity ; and Mr. Mason volunteered to keep the pass-books, 
and to inspect the details of the book-keeping. 

191. Mr. Mason had the superintendence over the accounts while you acted ? — He had. 

192. Did he retain the pass-books ?— He did ; and I should have declined the appoint- 
ment had the onus of keeping the books devolved on me, as I did not understand keeping 
accounts. 

193. How did you ascertain lire exact limits of your responsibility ? — We were in fact 
in the same office before Mr. Stickney’s time ; he was on the ground floor and I on this 
floor, and he had more time to look over the books. 

194. And you acted as assistant-secretary ? — No, as secretary and accountant to the 
Shannon Commission. 

196. When you took charge of the accounts, did you take any steps to ascertain the 
correctness of the balances ? — 1 did not. 

196. Even by inquiring the balance at the bank ? — I did not. Mr. Mason said he would 
keep the pass-books for me, and did so ; I never had possession of them. 

197. Did you ever look into the books? — I never made any detailed examination. 

198. Not sufficient to tell if they were kept correctly?— I did not. 

199. Then you did not at any time, during your being accountant, make any inquiry as 
to the state of the balances ? — I did not, I am sorry to say. 

200. Did you ever make any transfer from the funds of the Shannon account to other 
accounts? — I did not. 

201. Are you aware that such transfers were made? — They were. 

202. Did such transfers pass through your hands? — No, never. 

203. Mr. Mason superintended all those matters? — He did. I never went to the bank 
but to cash a cheque for my own salary. In latter times I might have done so, when the 
payment of contractors devolved on rne; when the filling of cheques and collecting ot 
rents was, as I conceived, my duty, I went to the bank sometimes, but very seldom. 

204. Was your attention ever called to the balances at the bank on those occasions ? — 
No, never; I did 3iot even know where the pass-books were kept there. 

205. Did the bank ever state that the accounts were over-drawn? — Never, to ray 
knowledge. 

20G. The aggregate balance the bank appeared to be satisfied with? — I have no reason 
to think the contrary. 

207. No complaint was made by the bank ? — Never. 

208. Of course from your answers you never reported the balance in hand to the Com- 
missioners when you applied for more funds? — No. 

209. On what ground did you apply for funds? — Those letters were always drafted and 
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prepared by Mr. Mason, he always drafted and compareef them, and they were submitted 
by him to the Commissioners for their approval, and then given to me. 

210 . In what way was money sent from the collectors Irom the country ? — In letters of 
credit and post-office orders. 

211 . In whose favour? — Of myself and Mr. Mason. 

212 . Jointly? — Jointly. 

213. When was this? — During the time I was accountant, they were also signed by me 
•and Mr. Deverell when I was acting as accountant. 

214. Previous to that appointment was every sum sent up in favour of Mr. Mason and 
yourself?— Yes, as well as I can remember. 

215. Was that the rule of the service ? — Yes ; I think it required both our indorsements. 

216. Can you produce any instructions requiring the collectors to send them in that 
way? — Yes; I think I can. 

217. Then you will be kind enough to let us have them; during your absence on leave, 
if a letter came in favour of Mr. Mason and you, how was your indorsement received ? — 
If they were so received, they must have been held over for my return ; but I was seldom 
away except on office business. 

21 S. Was Mr. Mason often away?— Not often. He was sometimes in the country, col- 
lecting rents. 

219. In the event of his collecting rents, did the toll collectors send any return, jjotwith- 
standing that they were collected on the spot? — The toll collectors were not answerable 
•for the rents ; they were only answerable for the wharfage. Tire rents were generally col- 
lected by a person from this office ; Mr. Mason or Mr. Mulvany. However, we thought the 
expense too much, and we subsequently got the collectors to remit them. 

220 . Is there any book in the office to show wliat the rents were, and how they were 
paid? — Yes, there is. 

221 . They were fixed sums, and were always known. Had you often rents in arrear? — 
No; even this last bad season there is very little in arrear. The year before there was 
hardly anything in arrear ; but we had only one farm. 

222 . \Vhat is about the aggregate rent-roll ? — I cannot tell exactly, and I should not like 
•to speak from memory ; but I could let you know immediately. 

223. I believe you had some conversation with Mr. Mason when these matters were first 
suspected ; will you state the substance of what took place on that occasion ? — I will ; and 
I consider that everything I state is as if I were on my oath. The first day I heard from 
Mr. Rankin that there was a discrepancy, I asked him how it occurred, and the amount ; 
he said, 8 , 000 1. I asked if he examined through the hooks, and saw if the Bank had not 
made a wrong entry of an issue. 

224. Did you know what led to this comparison? — It arose from the Shannon Bank 
balances being included in a statement of bank balances sent to Mr. Stickney. It so hap- 
pened by accident. I am only telling now information I derived from others. 

225. I was not aware that you kne\v of the previous circumstances? — ^'fhat was the first 
I heard of it; and I went up to Mr. Stickney, and he did not attach much importance to 
the matter, owing to the miraber of accounts and the probability of a mistake. I then 
went to Mr. Mason, and he did not attach much importance to this information; so when 
I came back, I asked if there was any light thrown upon the subject. 

226. What date was that ? — I cannot tell exactly now ; but I went there twice in suc- 
cession to him. Wednesday was tlie first day ; and when I found no satisfactory elucidation 
was given, I went out a second time on the Saturday following, because I was rather alai'med, 
as I found a figure that appeared to be altered in the block of a cheque. 

227. Could you specify the cheque ? — It was one of which the block was for 5 L in favour 
of Terence Smith, and it was altered. 

228. Have you the number? — I have not; but I could recognize it again. I think the 
cheque itself had been paid at the Bank for 95 ; I went back again the afternoon, when 
I found fraud had been committed by somebody ; I returned again to Dundrum, and asked 
for the keys, and pressed for them. I asked who had the retired cheques and pass-books ; 
and he said Mr. Rankin had them, and if he had not, he did not know who had. I again 
asked for his keys, and lie took out his hunch of keys and gave me two, whicli he took off 
the bunch. When I came back I found every person in the accountant’s office was gone, 
and I met Mr. IM'iMahoii, whom I requested to be present while I opened the drawers, 
assuming that I had the right keys ; but neither of those keys opened the locks that they 
were given me as the keys of. Of course my time was lost, and I then wrote to JMr. hlason 
tliat night, for I began to feel that something was wrong, and that 1 was trifled with; I 
said that the keys were not right, and requested he would send tlie right ones. The next 
day was Sunday, and I went to Colonel Jones, and detailed all that occun-ed : that was 
yesterday week, the 31st ; and then for the first time my suspicion pointed to Mr. Mason, 
and I gave Colonel Jones to understand so. 

229. Did you understand from Colonel Jones that anything was known to him before 
that? — Not as regarding Mr. Mason; but I thought it right to mention to him my suspi- 
cions. After that I had a long conversation with Colonel Jones, and went aftenvards to 
Mr. Mason. He was out when I called ; and he left a message for me that he went to dine 
out. I inquired where he was, and went to him, and sent up my name, saying, I wanted 
particularly to see him ; and if I could not see him, to send me his keys. The person at 
whose house he was dining, Mr. Frew, came down to me, and I told him I wanted a key 
most particularly. This was the key of the “ Chubbs” drawer; however, he did not send 
it down, but said he would bring it in next morning ; and when I came in the morning I 
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sq. found a note with the key in it. When I got it, I went witli Mr. Stickney to tiie drawer, 
and we then proceeded to make still further searches. We first went to the private drawer, 
lA- and there discovered the key of a drawer in the safe, to which Mr. Mason alone had access. 

' We opened this drawer, and we discovered various cheques, signed cheques ; one of thenr 
for a very large amount, 1,671 1. (I am not sure of the precise amount), and two or three 
others. 

280. Were those return cheques? — No. They were cheques signed by two Commis- 
sioners, and not by Mr. Mason. 

231. Do you know the dates of those cheques? — June 1845, as well as I remember. I 
think the total amount of cheques in that drawer was about 2,300 h 

232. None of them had Mr. Mason’s signature? — 1 will not be positive as to that; hut 
the very large one, and two or three other large ones, had not. 

233. Those cheques you referred to, where are they? — They are in that drawer now. 
From that time to the present Mr. Stickney and myself have made every search we possibly 
could. Some one told me that there was a table that was kept by Mr. Mason, at the far 
end of the building. I went there, and found Mr. Stickney just oi>ening it. The drawer 
was filled with pass-books and return-cheques from the Bank. We took them out, and 
brought them up to the Shannon office. 

334. In whose room was that table found ? — I cannot tell in whose particular room. It 
was a room in which a Mr. Powell used to sit. I think his suspicion was drawn to it from 
one of the clerks, who saw Mr. Mason use this drawer. 

236. Were the keys out of Mr. Mason’s possession ? — We got them in the private 
drawer. 

236. You had no reason to believe that any one had access to that drawer but himself? 
— No; it was a table that Mr. Mason, I think, had in the Railway Office, in the Castle ; 
and when the office was transferred here, that table came down, and he used it to the present 
time. 

237. Did you think at the time that you inquired about the pass-books from Mr. Mason, 
that they were in his own custody, and that he was aware of it? — Yes, I think sq. He 
said, if Mr. Rankin has not got them, I do not know who can have them : he said this very 
often, and I got rather annoyed. When I called on the Saturday, I said, “This cannot go 
on any further;” and I told him, if he gave the keys, and pointed out the books that 
would be requisite, I w'ould bring them out, with Mr. Rankin, in order that the discrepancy 
might be discovered. To this Mr. Mason assented, and I returned to the office, when I saw 
the block of the cheque, with the amount in Mr. Mason’s writing, as detailed in ray former 
answer. {See No. 228.) 

238. Did he express any fear or doubt?— Not the least, he took the thing much cooler 
than I did myself; he scarcely made any movement or ejaculation about it. 

239. When these conversations were going on with 51r. Mason, had you much conver- 
sation with Mr. Rankin? — He came down every day, or I sent for him to know if any dis- 
crepancy was explained away; but he always said, “No,” that he could not do so. 
Mr. Walker did not examine the acccounts. 

240. Did you consider Mr. Rankin attentive to his duties? — I did so; but I must say 
I am not competent to give an opinion as to book-keeping. 

241. Did you know that Mr. Rankin had not the Bank pass-books ? — I never beard about 
it until tills matter occurred. 

242. Did Mr. Rankin come to you or Mr. Mason to countersign the drafts? — He came 
to me during the time I was accountant, and I used to countersign them in the comer, as 
Mr. Mason used to do. 

243. Before or after the Commissioners ? — After, and then those cheques were generally 
paid away to the contractor attending, or sent to their destination. 

244. On what authority were those cheques prepared to be laid before the Commis- 
sioners? — In dift'erent ways : a contractor sent in a monthly or quarterly bill, accompanied 
by a certificate from the resident engineer to the works to which the bill relates, who, on 
a form prepared for the purpose, called attention to any item for wiiich too much money, 
he thought, was demanded ; those were sent to the Account-office, and were chequed by 
Mr. Rankin, by reference to previous bills, and to tlie minntes corresponding. These were 
sent to Mr. Harding the valuator, wlio examined them in detail, and he chequed all the 
items and calculations, and various jobs of work entered from the schedule ; and when he 
was satisfied he wrote a certificate, and the Commissioners made an order for them. 'Then 
the cheque was filled up by order of the Commissioners, and sent to its destination. 

345. When the Commissionere signed a cheque, what had they before them to know 
that the cheque was drawn according to their directions? had they documents before 
them? — No. The book-keeper filled the drafts from the Commissioners’ order to pay as 
marked on the bills, and brought them to me, and when I signed them I became answer- 
able for them. 

246. When the Commissioners signed the cheques, how did tiiey know that they were 
right? — They had no check but tiieir confidence in me and the book-keeper. 

247. They had not the vouchers or memorandums before them ? — No. 

246. It was altogether on confidence they acted? — Yes. The book was submitted by 
me to them, and they signed on my responsibility. 

249. In every case, did they know the amount before the cheque was laid before tliem 
to sign ? — No. There might be instances otherwise. I have been frequently reading a 
document before the Commissioners, giving reasons why payments were to be made, and 
was, perhaps, desired to make the payments, marking it “ By order, my initials. 

250. It 
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250. Is it the usual practice to leave blank cheques partly signed by one Commissioner ? i 
— I have known it done, but not as a practice. Latterly, when Sir John Burgoyne was 
appointed Inspector-general, and Colonel Jones here, we ha i only two Commissioners, and g 
it was difficult to get two signatui'es ; and therefore when a Oommissioier was going away, 
and Mr. Griffith and Colonel Jones often had to go, we got one signature made. 

251. Was that a private regulation, that the draft should be signed by two Commis- 
sioners, or from the Treasury? — ■! think it was from the Treasury Order; but I am not 
sure. It was always the practice during my time. 

252. What instructions were given to the bank? Were they instructed not to pay 
cheques not signed by two Commissioners? — I believe so. I never saw those instructions, 
but I heard so. I remember going to ask the bank to pay on one Commissioner’s signa- 
ture and mine, on my responsibility (it was an extreme case, in order to pay the poor people 
in the county), and they refused ; and I had to go to my private banker for money. [T/ie 
instructions subsequently found, and delivered in. See Appendix S.j 

253. Would the bank pay cheques signed by two Commissioners, and not by the ac- 
countant? — No, they would not. 

254. When did you cease 10 be secretary to the Shannon Commission, or are you so 
now ? — Mr. Walker is, in fact, the secretary ; but I act as the secretary, as I used to do. 
The documents are all opened by me and him together. 

255. This fraud being connected with the Shannon business, did you take this informa- 
tion before the Board ? — It had not assumed that shape. It was a mere suspicion on the 
Saturday, and on the Sunday I went to Colonel Jones, and on Monday mornii^ I ac- 
quainted Mr. Radclitf. I attended the Board where Mr. Radcliff and Captain Uarcom 
were, and since that 1 did all I could to procure information. 

256. Since the junction of the two Boards, did Mr. Griffith interfere much? — He did 
not interfere much in matters of detail, but he did as to the construction of the works. 

257. What was his particular duty? — It was deciding upon the principles of the works 
with Colonel Jones. 

258. They retain that duty still ? — Yes. 

259. With respect to the accounts required for the Audit office during the period you 
acted as accountant, did the Audit office call for the accounts ? — There was a letter, calling 
for the furnishing of accounts ; 1 can’t remember the date ; but I took it to Mr. Mason, 
and he prepared the draft of an answer. 

260. Did you not, acting as accountant, then investigate the accounts, or interfere? — 
This was, as well as 1 remember, during the heat of the relief works, and the answer was 
based on that. We wrote, begging they would postpone them until we had more time. 

261. This year, or the last? — This year, I think, but I really can’t be positive as to the 
date ; if you allow me 1 can discover it. 

262. Your letter book of the Shannon Navigation concern will show ? — Yes. 

263. If I understand you right, Mr. Mason prepared the draft of that letter ? — Yes. In 
reference to its contents, and the question you asked me, I wish to say, that when the 
Shannon establishment was first formed Mr. Mason was extremely anxious to be appointed 
assistant-secretary or joint-secretary; and when I was appointed secretary, Mr. Mason was 
rather disappointed, I believe, and wished to be appointed assistant. The Board recom- 
mended the matter to the Treasury, and the Treasury declined. I was anxious to show 
why I did not interfere in the account department, and I received the subjoined letter of 
the 25th of January 1840, marked “ K,” being the Treasury instructions to the Commis- 
sioners on that subject. 

264. Did any of the annual accounts laid before Parliament appear for the time that 
you were accountant?' — No. 

265. They are for a year, and you only acted for half a year ? — Yes. 

266. You are aware of the mode of preparation of the accounts ? — I am not. They were 
prepared by Mr. Mason, and I will be able to hand in the roughs of them ; I affixed my 
signature to them, merely as a matter of form, Mr. Mason being the party to work out the 
details. 

267. Who acted under Mr. Mason in their preparation ? — Mr. Williams and Mr. Rankin, 
as regarded the works ; and as regarded the rents and tolls, Mr. Richard Mulvany. 

268. Is he still employed? — He is, since the first formation of the Commission, conduct- 
ing the rents and tolls department. 

269. What is the designation of his office ? — He is a clerk in the rents and tolls depai-t- 
mcnt, and since his appointment he has been acting on the relief works. 

270. Since he was on the relief works, did he continue the duty on the rents and tolls ? 
— He did. 

271. Did the relief service retain him in Dublin ? — He was in Dublin until the last few 
days ; but he has lately gone to Cavan, but can return, if required, by return of post. 

272. lias he been much out of town on the relief service? — He was for a considerable 
time in Limerick. 

273. And all that time who attended to the rents and tolls of the Shannon ? — No one. 
He took it up when he came back. His duty was to check the traffic registers, to see 
that the toll collectors at every station charged the right sums, and that the amounts 
were proper. The discrepancies were always trifling, never amounting but to a few 
shillings. 

274. Had Mr. Mason to bring letters, of credit, bank post bills, and post-office orders, 
generally to you for your endorsement?—! almost think I have been confounding the pre- 
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sent with past practice ; I don’t think I used to endorse tiiose j I am not sure those were 
made in our joint names, and in the names of the clerk and ourselves. 

275. That is a very material point? — It can be ascertained by reference to the books. 

276. There were some instructions, requiring money to be transmitted in a certain way ? 
— Yes. 

277. Have you them by you ? — I have not, but the instructions given can be had. What 
staggers me in ray opinion is, I find a draft of a letter which Mr. Mason drew, and in his 
handwa-iting, dated in February 3845, addressed to the secretary of the Post-office, to the 
secretaries of the National and Provincial Banks, stating as follows : {letter of the 20th of 
February 1845, to the two hanks and to the Post-office, handed in and marked “ L ”]. I 
have searched all the books, and can’t find those letters entered ; but I find that they have 
been acted on. 

278. These are what you found up stairs ? — I found them in his drawers up stairs. 

279. Do you remember signing or writing those letters? — I do not, but I may have 
done so ; but if 1 did, I find it is not entered in the letter book. 

280. Is not this a matter that would be entered in the minute book ? — It would. 

281. Did you search for it ? — I did, and did not find it. 1 searched in all the books it 
should be, and it is not there. 

282. Whose handwriting is this [letter handed mt?jess] in ? — In Mr. Mason’s. 

283. From the nature of that letter it should bear your signature ? — Certainly. 

284. You have not ascertained if the letter was sent ? — I have not positively ascertained 
if my signature was sent to it, but I am sure if that letter was laid before me, 1 would have 
signed it after Mr. Corneille’s death. 

285. Did you sign before his death ? — No; he did. I shall be able to show the books as 
to the mode of signature. 

286. Large sums must have been remitted prior to that time. To whom did they come? 
— They came to the secretary, and were handed to the accountant ; he got them, and 
initialled them “II. M.” 

287. You acknowledge the receipts of all letters in your office? — Yes. I am not sure 
that we register all those remittance letters. Ever since I have had to do with the office, 
this book has been kept. [Registry hook •produced.'] 

288 . Have you taken steps to see the originals of those letters? — No. I understood 
that they were to be produced in court yesterday, but I will go to the post-office and look 
about it. 

289. Were the five first entries in that book* made by Mr. Mason, dated 3d of March 
1846 ? — They were. 

290. Do 1 understand that the book kept by Mr. Mason before this was on the same 
principle ? — I think it was. There may be some little addition made, but the book prior to 
this can be produced. 

291. They were private accounts kept by the accountant? — I suppose so. They were 
for his private information. 

292. During the period of your acting as accountant, did you compare those remittances 
with the toll-collectors’ accounts as they came up ? — [The ■witness here produced a blank 
printed form as to the receipt of remittances from the toll-collector, and proceeded to explain 
the form of transmitting -money as before.] 

293. Did you register' those letters ? — I am not sure, but I will produce the register which 
will show. \The witness here went for the register and produced it, and stated that they 
tcere all registered^ 

294. Did you transmit those letters of credit bi-monthly? — They did at first, but after- 
wards but once a month. The expense of sending post-office orders twice a month was 
very great; 3 tf. for each letter under 3/.; and we altered the practice to once a mouth. 
[The witness here produced the letter of the 2d of February 1842, to the Post-office, at the 
request of the Commissioners, which was marked “ M.”] 

295. Could you hand in all Mr. Mason’s books of the same charocter of that you pro- 
duced ? — I am not sure as to all ; but I know you could have a great many. 

296. Collect the series of those books for us to refer to as necessary. — 1 will collect all I 
can, but I cannot say I can collect all. 

297. Are your letter books in the Shannon room? — Yes. 

298. What situation did Mr. Corneille hold before Jiis death ? — He had charge of those 
orders, and went to the bank, and paid all our disbursements. He was our cash clerk, and 
gave security. 

299. Are you aware of the amount? — I believe 200 1. or 300 1. 

300. That letter refers merely to post-office orders ? — [Letters of the same date, 2 d of 
February 1842, to the seeretar'ies of the National and Provincial Bunks, produced, handed in, 
and marked “ N.”] 

301. Have you Mr. Corneille’s bond yet? — I think it was given to his brother, his sole 
security, when he died. 

302. Previous to his death Mr. Mason had nothing whatever to do with those remit- 
tances ? — Previous to 1842 I do not know the practice as to lodging those remittances ; but 
we could trace back to the first receipts. 

303. The accountant was substituted for Mr. Corneille, after his death ; in fact, he was 
substituted for the party whose duty it was to do this business ? — Yes. 

304. Do 



• The book here refeirecJ to is the original day-book or register, in wliicii ilie remittunres from the coumy 
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304. Do you know what was the practice regarding the lodgment of remittances previous 
to the date of those letters ? — I do not. 

305. Will you have the goodness to trace it? — I will. 

300. Were those letters signed by you ? — No, by the Commissioners. 

307. Did they mention your name, Mr. Hornsby? — No ; “The Secretary” is marked on 
the back, and our signatures are enclosed. 

308. What office did Mr. Ed. Corneille hold, then? — He was cash clerk; paid small 
accounts ; and kept the stationery. 

309. In what department? — In the accountant’s department exclusively. He went to 
the post office with orders, and got post bills paid. 

310. Can you ascertain whetlier, between the death of Mr. Edward Corneille and the 
date of that letter of the 2d of February 1842, Mr. Mason ever interfered in the lodg- 
ment of money from the country ? — I could not ascertain that, without reference to docu- 
ments. 

311. Could you do so by reference to documents in the office, or put us in the way of 
tracing it? — If I find those books of his, they would tell me at once. If you give me a 
little time to collect the information I will do so. 

312. Take a note of that, whether it can be any way traced in the records of the office, 
that Mr. Mason did or did not interfere in the lodgment in the Bank of remittances from 
the country, between the 2d of February 1842, and Mr. Corneille’s death; or between the 
20th of February 1845. 

318. Do you remember the date of Mr. Edward Corneille’s death? — It was somewhere 
in March 1845. The letter will explain it. 

814. This letter is dated in February 1845 ? — I can’t tell exactly, for he died of con- 
sumption, and was so ill for some time before bis death as to remain away; but I can 
ascertain from his brother. 

315. He was ill at home for some time before bis death? — For two or three months at 
the outside. 

31C. In his absence I suppose you signed the remittances from the countiy? — I presume so. 

317. Are you aware of any minute from the Commissioners dispensing with the signature 
of Mr. Corneille at that time ? — I am not at this moment. 

318. Would the minutes of the Board tell us ? — They would. I think they ought; but 
never having interfered in the accounts’ department, I am atfaid I can’t give you as much 
information on tlie subject as I could wish. Never having made any lodgment, I am unable 
to speak of his department, in which I had no right to interfere. 

319. You can get us the information ? — Of course I can, from the clerks in the office. 
After such a length of time it is so difficult to give information on matters that did not 
attract attention much at the time. There was a person who succeeded Mr. Corneille in 
the office, who has made lodgments, and makes them now ; his name is Mr. Devereli. 

320. Letters of credit come up to the present time, who endorses them? — Mr. Devereli 
and me. 

321. And they are paid by the bank? — Yes, after I have entered them in my book and 
ordered the receipt to be acknowledged ; he signs after me, cashes, and lodges them in the 
bank, sliowing me the bank receipt, which he then hands to the book-keeper. 

322. The endorsements go back to Mr. Mason’s time? — I think that after Mr. Corneille’s 
death a letter must have been sent to authorize Mr. Devereli to receive the amounts. 

323. Mr. Mason, you know, was confined at borne from an accident, and I believe they 
were not sent to him home to endorse? — Since March 1846 all those matters were 
endorsed by me and Mr. Devereli. It did not require to be done by Mr. Mason when he 
met with the accident. I was accountant as well as secretary, from March to September 
1846. 

324. Are those letters of credit in the office? — No; but they can all be had. 

325. Pehaps we had better look through them and see how the lodgments run? — The 
Provincial Bank have written to Loudon for them. 

326. You were out of town once or twice, who endorsed them then; every post-office 
order must have your signature from 1842, according to this letter? — Y'es, sir. 

327. According to those instructions your signature must be attached to every letter of 
credit and post-office order, and every letter registered in your register; did Mr. Devereli 
ever act as cashier ? — He acted as cash clerk, but he had no money on bis hands ; he made 
his lodgments, and got bank post bills from the country. 

328. He acted as Mr. Edward Corneille did, and he gave a bond? — I am not sure that 
lie did so; the changes make it difficult for me to explain those remittances. 

329. Was there not a gentleman in one of the offices that could give information as to 
a drawer? — Yes. Mr. Beatty, in the accountant’s office, remarked this private table, 
which has escaped my notice. 

330. Did Mr. Beatty sit in that office? — He had been in it. It was far away from this- 
part of tlie building. 

331. Whom did he tell? — He told the matter to Mr. Stickney. 

332. Is he one of the old Shannon clerks ? — He is not here a very long time. 

333. Mr. Williams assisted in this investigation? — No. He was in the old Shannon 
office, and was confined to the establishment. 

334 . He was taken off the Shannon Commission? — Yes. He was very active, and was 
taken off on important duty in the accountant’s office. 

335. What was his duty in the Shannon office? — I don’t know, for I think he left 
previous to my time. He will be able to give you a great deal of informatiou as to those 
accounts. 
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336. During the period you acted as accountant, who drew the drafts which were laid 

before the Commissioners ? — Mr. Rankin. .... 

337 . Did Mr. Mason draw any, or was your attention drawn to tliis during the time you 
acted as accountant ? — No. 

338. Did you ever fill up the drafts?— Yes; on one or two occasions; but rarely, it 
ever. All the drafts since my period are to be had, and can be produced before you. 

339. Who acted for Mr. Rankin in that capacity in his absence ? I presume he was 
absent occasionally? — I don’t remember his being absent; but I can produce all the 
cheques in my time, which I would be glad to do. 

340. Did it ever occur to you that there was an absence of check in the payment ot 
money for rents and tolls at the bank ?— It did not. As regards myself, producing the 
bank receipts was sufficient proof to my mind that the money was lodged. 

341. Did you require them to be produced ? — I did, from the period 1 acted as accountant 
to the present moment. 

342. What was done with those bank receipts? — They were taken to the book-keeper 

to be posted. _ . , . , 

343 . Is there anything more you would wish to state ?—There is nothing that occurs 

to me at the present moment. , 1 

344 . Whenever you wish to give us any information or explanation we will be happy to 
hear you? — I will get all the information 1 possibly can. I understand that Mr. Mulvany 
I spoke of as being in Cavan, is in town. 



Mr. John Williams, Examined. 

345. WHAT office do you hold ?— I am a junior clerk in the establishment of the Board 

of Works. , , , - . * • 

346. From what date have you held your present office? — I received my appointment in 
October 1846 ; but I was in the office from July 1846, the summer of 1846. 

347. That was under the Board of Works?— Yes. • o 

346. What was the date of your first employment under the Shannon Commission . 

Twenty-seventh of June 1840. , , r.i • • •» 

349. AVhat was the nature of the duty assigned to you under the Shannon Commission . 

I generally checked the incoming accounts, and kept the rents and^ toll books, the 

journal and the ledger, the establishment books, wrote letters, and copied them. That 

""^*50. What was tiie nature of tlie books you kept respecting the rents and tolls ?— The 
iournal and ledger. , , 1 ,u 

351. Who kept the day-book of the rents and tolls received?— We posted them 
in the journal.from counterfoils of acknowledgments. When we acknowledged the money, 
an acknowledgment was sent to the country, and the counterfoil formed the ground ot 
entry in our journal. There were no day-books used in the office. First of all, remittances 
were sent accompanied by remittance letters ; these ivere sent up to me, directed in the 
corner in the handwriting of the accountant, to be acknowledged. The letter was a printed 
one ; and he wrote this on it, took out the money, and forwarded it by a wooden tube 
throuo’h the house to me. The remittance letters were sent up through the wooden tube 
caIled°“Tlie Messenger,” out of which they were taken by a gentleman appoint^ at tlie 
messenger for the purpose. He lianded the letters to me in the book-keeper’s office, and 
I, in conformity with the instructions of the accountant, marked on the corner of the letter 
“’acknowledged,” and sent the acknowledgment when signed to the party in the country 
who remitted it. That letter was then registered in our office, and put by, that remittance 
letter; and from the counterfoil of the acknowledgments I posted the amount of the remit- 
tances, and debited the bank in the journal. 

352. Was the letter of credit sent up with the remittance letter ? — No, never ; they were 

taken out below. ^ ■ xi. 

353. Did you ever see the letters of credit? — I used to see them sometimes in the 
cashier’s hands, who lodged them every fortnight. 

364. How often did he lodge them?— Once a fortnight. He lodged them from 1842 to 
1844, and after that Mr. Mason acted as cashier, and there was a gentleman who was 
appointed nominally, but did not do the duty. 

366. Who is that gentleman? — Mr. Deverell. 

356. Where are those letters? — They went to court, as it was necessary to prove Mr. 

Mason’s handwriting. 1 t at 

357. You state it was not the practice of your time to see the letters themselves .— No ; 

the remittance letters were sent up without the money. ... 

368. Are you at all aware whether the accountant kept a registry book himseit, entering 
those letters of credit?- Yes ; I saw such a book within the last ten minutes. 

359. Do they form a regular series?— No; they commence two years after the passing 
of the bank account, on the 1st of June 1841, close on two years afterwards. The books 
can be produced. 

360. How many books were there in which the accountant entered tho.se letters 01 credit 
from time to time? — This private book of his own is the only one I am aware of. 

361. Did you ever see butonebook belonging to Mr. Mason? — No, never. 

362. He always received the letters of credit with the letters of advice? — Yes; but 
I believe they were sent to the secretary; and I suppose he was authorized to pass them. 
These matters were all outside our observation. 

363. Were you aware if Mr. Corneille endorsed these letters of credit ? — I do not know. 
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364. Of Mr. Deverell? — I do not know. The only way I have seen them was seeing the 
cashier occasionally making up his accounts. 

365. Did you ever see the name of Mason on those letters of credit? — No. 

366. Have you any reason to be under the impression that the letters of advice did not 
always come uj) to you ? — Oh no ; I could not be deceived in the letters of advice, because 
he had a gentleman in the office who made out the tolls and rents receivable, and who 
knew what we should receive ; and if we did not receive them we wrote to the country at 
once. Evei'y month Jlr. Richard Mulvany compared the amounts receivable and the 
amounts received. 

367. Did he compare with the counterfoils or lettens of advice? — He compared his 
accounts with my statements, not with the letters of advice themselves. 

368. And not with the counterfoils; he did not compare with them? — No. He sub- 
mitted his account to me and I checked it. 

369. Did you yourself post from the counterfoils into the journal and ledger? — Yes. 

370. Was that compared by any other person? — No. 

371. Up to the present, does there exist no comparison between your entries and the 
counterfoils ? — No further than that I compared them myself. 

372. Are those counterfoils in existence in the Shannon office ? — Yes. 

373. You could put your hand on them? — Yes. 

374. The complete series? — Yes. I believe they commence in 1840. It is so far back 
that I cannot tell the exact date. 

375. Were the letters of advice preserved themselves? — Yes. A bundle of them have 
been sent over to the Court, as marked in the corner “ H. I. M.,” by Mr. Mason, as evidence 
that he received the money. 

376. You had nothing to do with the lodgments of receipts for tolls? — No. 

377. Were you ever entrusted with the lodging ? — No. 

378. As far as you believe, Mr. Edv/ard Coraeille or Mr. Deverell were the parties who 
lodged the amount of the tolls ? — Mr. Deverell, in Mr. Corneille’s time, never lodged any, 
but he did in Mr. Mason’s time. Mr. Corneille’s lodgments were from 1842 to his death. 

379. Are you aware of the date of his death? — No. 

380. 1 think you stated that Mr. Richard Mulvany was charged with the accounts of the 
tolls ? — Yes. 

381. How often did you balance your rent and toll-book, and give the statement to the 
accountant, of the amount periodically received ? — He frequently asked me the amount of 
money in bank, and I could do so at any time by totting up both sides; I posted up 
regularly. 

382. You posted your counterfoUs daily ? — Every day or two. The books were posted 
regularly eveiy year. 

383. Do I understand that you charged the bank with the amount of letters that came 
to your hands, without knowing that the money was actually lodged ? — The form was, 
“ The Bank of Ireland debtor for amount remitted by the collector.” 

384. It, was your province to make up, annually, the account of rents and tolls received, 
and who did you deliver it to ? — To the secretary, and Mr. Mason. It was signed bv them, 
and forwarded to London, to the Treasury. 

385. Did you preserve your rough copies, and can you produce them? — I did, and I can 
produce them. 

386. Did you ever see a printed account when it was printed ? — I did. 

387. Did you ever compare that printed account and the roughs, and find them aoree? 
— Yes. We were in the habit of doing so, and found them agree. 

388. You believe that the statement in the printed accounts were as you furnished 

them? — Yes. I would like to look into the accounts before I would say they were all 
correct. It is to be observed, with regard to the particular accounts, that those accounts 
are laid out under certain headings, for which we have no specification in the rents and 
tolls ledger, because those headings form headings of certain items, extracted from the 
w hole volume ; for instance, the repaii-s of locks, &c. I will refer to a case : here in these 
accounts there is an expenditure of 2,654 1. 16 s.id.i it should agree with the disbursement 
side of the accounts, but they are put down under different headings than in the bank 
ledger ; so to a strangei- this account would be difficult to compare with the bank led°-er • 
but I have the materials to do so. Those things come from ray roughs. * 

389. Is that your own arrangement of heads? — No, it was the one I found in beino- 

when I took the books. ° 

390. Ill forwarding that amount, you struck a balance? — Yes. 

391. Did you ever obtain a certificate from the bank, showing that the balance in the 
bank agreed with it? — No; on audit accounts only certificates were produced from the 
bank. 

382. Name them ? — The establishment accounts, and other accounts. 

393 . The Lough Derg account? — Yes. 

394. The law account r — Yes. 

395. You did not furnish the works account ? — No ; I was engaged on the rents and 
tolls accounts. I was occupied at it for two or three months, and was coming to a conclu- 
sion when Mr. hlason ordered me from the Shannon office to the Board of^Vorks. This 
was in the summer of 1846. 

396. That was owing to the relief service ? — I believe so. So I understood. 
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397. Do you remember the time you commenced preparing that account ? — It was about 
two months before that ?— It was a very difficult thing to do. 

398. Can you state the month you began to prepare it ? — I cannot exactly ; but it was 
about two or three months previously. 

399. Did it ever occur to you how close the expenditure was to the receipts in the rents 
and tolls’ account? — It did not. 

400. That the rents and tolls barely met the expenses ?— Latterly we had a very large 
balance ; it became a very productive account. 

401. You had a surplus over the expenses? — In 1844 and 1843 it became a very pro- 
ductive account. 

402. That does not appear by those accounts? — There were advances made for rents and 
tolls, and we had to pay them off. 

403. The balance at the end of 1844 was 689 1. ? — We considered that a large balance, 
considering the amount of receipts and disbursements. 

404. There was a considerable increase in 1845 over 1844, but then I find the expen- 
diture rises in almost equal proportion ?— I think you will find that part of the e.xpenditure 
side of the account was payment of a previous advance from works’ account, under the 
head of “ Maintenance,” &c. The account of the year 1845, as compared with 1844, has, 
under this headino-, a very large increase, from 050 1. to 2,500 I nearly, which is accounted 
for by the accountant, Mr. Mason, liaving ordered a transfer cheque for 1,671 1. odd, which, 
in the ledger, was posted to the credit of the bank, but was never presented for payment. 
This was the cheque found in the drawer amongst Mr. Mason’s papers. 

405. Were vou in the habit of making transfers in that way from one account to tire 
othei- ? — Not often. It was generally managed by a gentleman above me in the office, Mr. 
Rankin ; he is the book-keeper. 

406. From what description of document did he make the transfer ? — I do not think he 
had any authority from the Commissioners. He acted on a verbal order from the accountant, 
for instance, in that 1,671 1. cheque, the repayment of certain advances, tliere was one ad- 
vance of 450/. for cleaning the Limerick canal, which was paid out of the works’ account; 
and when asked this very day about it, he could give no reason for it, except that .Mr. 
Mason had cheques for the works’ department, signed, and had not for the rents and tolls. 

407. In making the transfer, what was the usual amount, was there any limit? — There 
was no limit. 

408. What was the largest sum you knew transferred in that way? — I knew 1,214/. 
transferred at one time. 

409. That is not as large as this ? — This was a repayment. The largest I recollect was 
that for 1,671 /. 

410. From the works’ account to the rent account ? — There was 1,214 /. 17s. 6d. paid 
for law and valuation expenses. It was paid out of the works’ account first, and then i-epaid 
out of the establishment account by transfer. I have never lodged any money. 

411. I understand that you have not charge of the works’ account hooks ? — No. 

412. Who had charge of them ? — Mr. Rankin. 

413. Were the cheques numerous under the works’ account-books? — They were not 
numerous. They were generally collected periodically, and the sums payable then drawn 
on one cheque with few exceptions. 

414. How many toll-collectors had you that remitted money? — I cannot tell exactly; 
but I have a list up stairs, which I made out for Mr. Hornsby, tKat will tell. Mr. Richard 
Mulvany could answer this question better, as he collected every fortnight tlieir papers, 
checked them, and showed the amounts payable. 

415. Did it ever occur to vou, while keeping these accounts of the rents and tolls, that 
there was anything unsatisfactory going on ? — I had my doubts of certain sums. I thought 
it was strange that we should not be furnished with better information on the subject ; but 
I was delicate in interfering, as I knew the implicit confidence that existed in that depart- 
ment. On one occasion I went to Mr. Hornsby, and told him of my misgivings, and spoke 
to himoi having the lodgments compared with the bank books, and having an alteration in 
the system made. He said he could advise nothing, and the matter dropped. 

416. Did you ever speak to any one else on the subject? — I went to the Board room to 
speak to Colonel Jones, but I think I said no more than that a large balance was in bank to 
the rents and tolls. He said he would speak to Mr. Mason on the subject. Colonel 
Jones’s manner was very curt with those not immediately under him. With his clerks he 
held no communication. 

417. Did you suggest any mode to Mr. Hornsby, any mode to ascertain the correctness 
of the balances ? — No. He seemed dissatisfied with the state of things himself. 

418. With you for bringing theni forward? — No, hut he was dissatisfied himself; and 
stated he could do nothing. 

419. When he acted as accountant, did he ever look over your books ? — No, never. I 
left the office during his accountantship, two or three months after he became accountant; 
but Mr. Mason frequently asked balances of me. 

420. Had you ever the pass-books?— Never. I have seen them in Mr. Mason’s hands, 
or in the cashier’s hands. 

421. When the annual accounts were made up, was anything done to ascertain their 
correctness? — The books were kept by double entry, and there was no doubt of the 
correctness of the books. 

422. They 
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422. They did not prove the existence of the balances ? — They showed what th^ should 
be. We understood Mr. Mason to be in full possession of the confidence of the Board as 
-to the money business. 

423. How often did Mr. Mason ask for your balances ; more than once a month ? — Yes. 

424. And your books were kept in such a state that you could tell him at a moment 1 — 
Yes. 

425. Since the junction of the two Boards, Mr. Mason had the scrutiny of your 
accounts? — On the junction of the two Boards I was taken out of the office. I left it in 
the summer of 1846, before the junction. 

420. At the commencement of the relief service ? — Yes. I was taken at a very critical 
time. If I i-emained I should have finished the audit, rent, and tolls’ account, and struck the 
balances, and brought the accounts to such a state that the bank should have certified 
the balance. But the certificate of a bank balance is no proof of the correctness of an 
account. 

427. Your being taken out of that room delayed the rendering of the account? — 
Certainly. 

428. What is the object of sending forward a bank certificate but to show the corre- 
spondence between your balances and the bank balances ? — In the present case, when Mr. 
Mason abstracted the cheque for 1,671 1., he was a defaulter to the extent, say, of 1,671 Z. 
This amount of lodgments was not made, so that if the bank certificate certified a certain 
balance of 23 Z., and our books were the same, their certificate could not be proof of our 
balance being correct. 

429. That is presuming an almost impossible case : that when a bank balance agrees with 
the balance in the books, the accounts should not be correct ? — Suppose a lodgment is made 
of 200 Z., and we draw a cheque for 200 Z-, we charge the bank ; he gets the cheque for 200 Z., 
and never presents the cheque. 

430. You mean that this cheque was drawn for an amount to make the balance good ? — 
I snerely meant to assert, that the certificate of the bank of the balance therein could not 
prove anything, because, if a large sum of 50uZ. were given to Mr. Mason to lodge, and 
he put it in his pocket, and if, on a subsequent occasion, we drew a cheque for 500Z. on 
the faith that it was in the bank, he would have that money debited and credited to the 
bank. 

431. Within two months, if you had remained in the Shannon-office, you could have 
rendered the accounts ? — Yes. 

432. To what day? — To December 1845. 

433. When did you leave? — At the summer of 1846. I can tell the exact day by 
reference to the books. It was the 2 d of July 1846 that I was removed. 

434. Who supplied your place in the Shannon-office ? — I don’t think there was any per- 
son took my place. Mr. Hornsby was, I believe, of opinion that I could be done without. 
Mr. Rankin was supposed to have time enough to do my business. 

435. Was Mr. Rankin employed in the relief service ? — No. 

436. He was continued in the Shannon-office ? —Yes ; he was continued at the Shamion 
business exclusively. 

437. Who assisted him ? — Mr. Mulvauy, Mr. Deverell, and some new young men I don’t 
know. 

438. How many? — When the office was closed he had two or three of them. 

439. Did Mr. Mason observe or inquire the progress you had made in the audit account ? 
— Yes, he did. 

440. He was aware, at the time you were removed, that it was approaching the termin- 
ation ? — Yes. 

441. Did the Commissioners ever visit your room ? — Colonel Jones souietime.s came up. 

442. For what purpose? — To look at our books. 

443. Did he ever inquire as to the progress you made in the accounts? — I never 
saw him at the time I was making up the rents and tolls accounts ; but it was his practice, 
during previous years, during the Shannon Commission, to examine the books. He used to 
go round with Mr. Mason, who announced that he was coining. 

444. What did his examination appear to be ? — He never examined my books, because 
tliey were always posted op ; but the works books were not posted, and could not be. His 
object was to see what monies he could spend on particular works. I don’t think he ever 
made any examination with reference to ilr. Mason’s coirectness. 

445. -Are you aware if the rents and tolls’ monies were ever taken to carry on any work 
for which the money was not voted ? — Never. 

446. Did you ever have a conversation with Mr. Rankin as to the witliholding of the 
pass-books ? — Yes, very frequently ; and Mr. Corneille, who is dead, was very uneasy about 
it. The young man who was to fill his place, but did not, was also uneasy about it. 

447. How was Mr. Deverell appointed? — It was done ostensibly, under the immediate 
orders of Colonel Jones. So express were the orders, that he was obliged to come to town, 
and leave afterwards, to make up his papers. 

448. You stated that Jlr. Corneille’s death was at the latter end of 1844 ? — Yes. 

449. And tliat it was then Mr. Deverell was sent off to undertake his duties ? — Yes. I 
think Air. Deverell came up immediately after the Christntas holidays, in January 1845. 

450. How long was Mr. Corneille absent before his death ? — He got leave of absence 
in the summer before liis death, and returned to the office ; and then he had to leave again, 
and died in about two months. 
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451. It was then that IMr. Deverell was to undertake his duties? — Yes; but he did not 
do so. He often spoke to me of his being merely nominal cashier. 

452. In what way ?— I’hat is, that he kept books of monies paid away, and never paid 
them, or had the handling of the money. Mr. Corneille did all this to his death ; hut Mr. 
Deverell never did so. I supposed that Mr. Mason did not think him sulHciently skilful to 
manage those matters. 

453. Do you suppose all this lodgment of money was done by Mr. Mason personally '! — 
I always did. 

454. Did he obtain Mr. Deverell’s signature for those lodgments ? — No, he would not sign 
them ; he was too shrewd for that. Mr. Rankin told me, a few days ago, that the Commis- 
sioners directed Mr. Mason to keep the pass-books as a check on our books. Mr. Mason 
told him that. 

455. Mr. Rankin told you that lately ? — Yes. He said that Mr. Mason told him tliat the 
books were to he in his hands to check our ledgers. Mr. Rankin appeared to think this was 
not right, but still he appeared to have bad full confidence in Mr. Mason ; and I had a 
very high opinion of him myself. I remember mentioning to Mr. Hornsby t)iat Mr. Mason 
was living veiy sumptuously, and that his apparent income could not support it; and lie 
agreed with me perfectly ; but I did not know but he might have had a private income. 

'^456. In obtaining bank post-bills for the country, that was the particular duty of Mr. 
Deverell? — Yes. 

457. And when they were obtained, what did he do ? — Sometimes he got them himself, 
and sometimes from Mr. Mason. 

458. What did he do after obtaining them ?— He then got them and sealed them up 
with the letters and em elopes, and posted them. 

459. He acted the same with letters of credit ? —I refer to letters of advice, which were 
filled up in our office, and he fonvarded them to the country ; he posted them. 

460. Are you aware of Mr. Mason having ever checked Mr. Rankin for any irregularity 
committed by him? — I never heard of it until a day or two ago: I do not know the 
particulars. 

461. You never heard of it at a former period ? — No. 

462. Are you aware of what the imputation was ? — N 0, I never heard properly. I heard 
that he overdrew clieques above the estimates, and that he repaid the money afterwards. 
It was Mr. King or Mr. Deverell told me, I think. I heard nothing of it previous to this 
iuquiiy. 

463. Did you hear the extent of it ? — £. 120, I heard. 

464. That was the total amount of the deficiency that he subsequently relodged? — 
I can’t speak exactly ; but it was either Mr. King or 'Mr. Deverell told me. I never knew 
anything of the kind, nor should I have suspecteS Mr. Rankin of anything of the kind, for 
I was with him for many years, and always found him correct in accounts. I knew him to 
be distressed for money sometimes, looking for it the moment it was due ; but I never saw 
anything incon’ect. 

465. Did Mr. Edward Coraeille sit in the same room with you ? — No, not exactly in the 
same room ; there was a room between us. We were in the same range ; he sat at a place 
next to where “ the messenger” was placed. 

466. Is there anything you wish to state yourself?— No. I only regret that I did not 
disclose ray mind to Colonel Jones upon the occasion I went to him ; but I felt so embar- 
rassed about it, that I did not do so. If I did, it might have saved the Government some 
money. 

467. When was that? — I think it was in 1844 or 1845. Soon after he ascertained that 
there was a large balance in the Bank (and Mr. Mason did not pretend to contradict what 
I stated), a large expenditure was ordered. In one day 450 Z. was ordered; and fiom that 
I gather that this was in 1845. 

468. What was the nature of the expenditure of the rents and tolls ? — Anything not 
original work. Where the work was once made, it belonged to maintenance. If a lock 
was once made and afterwards repaired, the latter belonged to the rents and tolls; or the 
repair of a canal would belong to that department; any original work was where Parlia- 
ment voted money. 

469. Did you ever find the expenditure exceeding the amount of the receipts? — Never. 
I think, generally speaking, the receipts met the expenditure. 

470. Is Mr. Deverell in the office now? — He is. 



Mr. IVilliam Deverell ; Examined. 

471. WHAT office do you hold?— I am now connected with the head of the Stationery 
Department of the Board of Works. 

472. From what date have you held your present employment? — The 30th of September 
1846, I think ; but I can’t tell exactly. 

473. You were jn'eviously in the Shannon-office? — Yes. 

474. What was the date of your first employment ? — I have the date in my desk, but I 
cannot tell exactly ; it must be 1843. I first joined as supernumerary, and then remained 
out of employment for a short time, and worked as my services were required. 

475. On what day did you join the establishment? — In January 1845, regularly ; but 
I had been acting previously. 

476. What 
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47G. What was the nature of your duty in the Shannon Commission? — Do you mean Mr. Wm. DevertlL 
from joining the office here ? 

477. From January 1845 ? — I was in charge of petty cash general payments, &c. 9 November 1847. 

478. What was the nature of the duty? — It was to pay for incidental expenses, such as 
car liire and minor things of that kind ; matters that reached only to a few pounds. 

479. That did not fully occupy you ? — I was further occupied in going to the bank on 
bankinr^ business ; I was head of the remittance department, and had charge of the sta- 
tionery ; I was worked in two or three ways. 

480. In addition to the charge of remittances, had you charge of monies remitted to 
Dublin tor the Shannon Commission? — No; not from January 1845 to March 1846. 

481. When did you take charge of that duty? — The 3d of March 1846. 

482. Between the 1st of January 1845, and March 1846, you made no lodgments ? — 

I did not. I might have gone once or twice for Mr. Mason as a messenger ; but by virtue 
of my office I can’t say I ever made any lodgment. 

483. Are you aware who made those lodgments ? — I am aware that Mr. Mason ought to 
have made lodgments. He did not inform me, but I was of opinion that he had the lodg- 
ments to make. 

464- Did you sign your name to any letters of credit, bank post-bills, or post-office 
orders sent up to this office; did you endorse them from January 1845 to March 1846? — 

I should think not. 

485. The monies sent by the toll collector? — I don’t remember doing any such thing, 
or an individual instance of such. The thing might occur ; but I never did in virtue of 
my office. IMr. Mason, for instance, might send me with an order to get paid for it, but 
I can’t tax my memory with acting so. 

486. Was It a rule that you should endorse remittances before the banks would pay 
them ? — It was Mr. Hornsby or Mr. Mason who signed them ; and I was under Mr. Mason 
and Mr. Hornsby. 1 don’t think that those orders were ever made payable to me from the 
toll clerks. 

487. Never ? — No, never made payable to me. 

488. Your predecessor, as cashier, was Mr. Ed. Corneille, I believe ? — Yes; I followed him. 

489. Was it his duty to receive the money sent from the country ? — It was. 

490. But when you succeeded him, the same duty was not entrusted to you ? — Decidedly 
not. I had charge of payments during that time. 

491. What, had you money? — Remittances and cash payments. When drafts were drawn, 

I made the payments. 

492. You obtained bank post bills to send to the country? — Yes ; that was my practice. 

I have an abstract to show how I paid away the post bills or cheques entrusted to me. 

493. You have your own book in which you entered them before you sent them away? — 

It is an abstract which was furnished to me when I went to the bank. It is in the book- 
keeper’s handwriting. 

494. Did you send the bank post-bills and remittances to the country ? — I did. 

495. Who sealed them? — I always did so myself. 

496. Have you been employed on the relief service ? — I have been employed in different 
ways. 

497. Did they take you from the relief service? — Yes; I have been with the Board of 
Works since September 1846 ; but I was engaged in the relief service, and on the Shannon 
service also, up to the present time. 

498. It appears from former evidence that we got, that old return cheques were found by 
you in a sear(;h you made ? — They were not found by me ; I was not the person. 

499. Did not some one entrust to you a brown pm>er parcel ? — I found a parcel of drafts 
tliat were in my possession ; tliey belonged to IMr. Ed. Corneille ; I thought you alluded to 
those overdrawn drafts. 

500. No ; we allude to the brown paper parcel given to Mr. Stickney? — Yes, I found 
them; I found them in a store below, when I came here in January; I then entered on 
the duties of the office as cashier. 

501. State all you know concerning that parcel, how you found it, and all about it? — 

On entering upon the duties of my office in January 1846, I looked over the office and 
found papers belonging to my predecessor ; several papers which I tied up, bundled in 
brown paper, labelled them, and endorsed them. They belonged to Mr. Ed. Corneille, and 
I endorsed them “ old papers of 5Ir. Corneille’s,” as they are to the present day ; they were 
laid bye by me, and I never opened them until the day of the inquiry. 

502. What induced you to open them? — Mr. Hornsby requested me to look for any old 
papers connected with this investigation. 

503. Who did you hand them to ?— I brought them to Mr. Stickney’s office, and gave them 
in charge to Mr. Stickney in Mr. Hornsby’s presence. 

504. Did you open them previously? — No. 

505. Were you aware what it contained? — No, I was particularly careful not to touch 
any man’s papers. 

506. Have you any other papers of Mr. Corneille’s? — Yes : since the examination, I have 
looked into them, but they are of no consequence connected with the accounts. They were 
all in the same parcel of papers. 

507. Then was the brown paper parcel by itself ? — Yes j Mr. Corneille’s papers were all 
toiiether in a drawer, and I bundled them up into a brown paper parcel, and endorsed them, 
including those very cancelled cheques ; a large number of cheques. 

251. D 4 508. You 
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808. You packed up those in the brown paper ? — Yes, for safety. 

509. Then, in fact, you handed to Mr. Hornsby and Mr. Stickney the whole parcel con- 
taining those things ? — Yes ; just as it was. 

510 . Is that all you know concerning those papers ? — Yes, all concerning those papers ; 
that is all I know. I had nothing to do concerning them. 

811. When you undertook the duties on the 1 st of January 1845, were you under the 
impression that you were to take charge of the monies sent to Dublin ? — I reported myself 
to Mr. Mason, and took my line of duty from Mr. Mason, and my instructions from him. 
He referred me to the book-keeper, and I went up to him. I was in the office before, and 
knew something of the duty. 

512. You knew Mr. Corneille had charge of the remittances ? — At the time I joined I did 
not, but I discovered it some time afterwards. 

813. Did you ever find you had not a full share of duty given to you connected with 
your office of cashier? — I think I did remark it to Mr. Williams once or twice. I remarked- 
that it was not so pleasant not having the entire command ; but being a subordinate I could 
say nothing. I never remarked that to Mr. Mason, but I remarked it to Mr. Williams. 
I can’t say if I remarked it to any one else ; I might have remarked it to Mr. Rankin, and 
other persons might be standing by. 

814. Did you ever take to the bank, or bring from the bank here, the bank books? — 
Never. 

515. Are you at all aware who did that duty? — I am not. 

516. You were often at the bank ? — Constantly. I did general banking business for them,, 
but more generally from March 1846. 

817. Did the bank clerks ever remark that the bank pass-books were not brought by 
you? — Not to me. 

818. Did they to any one else, that you are aware?— I can’t say; indeed, I think I remarked 
to the bookkeeper, or asked him, had he the bank pass-books, and he said that Mr. Mason 
had char<re of them ; and I said to him it might be unpleasant if he did not keep his books. 
My fathe* was a merchant, and I knew a good deal of banking business, and I wished him 
to be cautious. 

519. Did Mr. Rankin ever speak about the charge of the pass-books ? — He told me that 
Mr. Mason had charge of the bank pass-books. 

520. Did you ever inquire at the bank, of Mr. Mason, or any one else, for a balance on. 
the Shannon account? — I never did. 

821 . Did you ever transact any private business for Mr. Mason ? — I did. 

522. Are you aware who his private banker was ? — Boyle, Low &, Pirn. 

523. Have you made lodgments for him, and to what amount ? — I have lodged his salary. 
It was my duty to make lodgments; and 1 lodged for him too, as also for Mr. Hornsby.' 

524. You have separate books for every payment? — Yes. 

525. Were you at all acquainted with the imputation against Mr. Rankin, made by Miv 
Mason, his having accused him of any irregularity? — I never did during ray time. There 
are rumours since this investigation; but up to that, I never did hear anything. 

526. Did you know Mr. Edward Corneille personally? — I did. 

527. It was his duty always to make the lodgments? — It was; I have heard so at least. 

623. Have you anything else you-uish to say ?— No, sir. 1 joined in 1843, and afterwards 

the business got slack, and 1 left ; and in 1844 and 1845, 1 went down on the Public Works, 
and afterwards I was engaged in Dublin. 

529. Have you any thing voluntary to state in connexion with these frauds? — Nothing. 
I have nothing particular to say. There is something in connexion with tliose drafts that- 
I might be examined about. 

530. Did you lodge those drafts? — No, I did not ; every draft I lodged I endorsed myself 
I don’t think there is anything further for me to say. 



yir. Richard Mulvany, Examined. 

531. YOU are employed in the Board of Works’ office ? — Yes. 

532. What situation Mo you hold? — I was employed in 1846. I was taken from the 
Shannon; and taken to go do-wn to manage the relief matters there; and I left that in 
Januaiy of this year, and came up to town. Up to that time, and up to the 26th of May 
1846, I had charge of the rents’ and tolls’ office ; and comparing the returns that came up, . 
as far as a'egards the returns from below. I was appointed atout the close of 1839, or 
early in 1840. By the special letter of the Treasury I was appointed; I was previously 
employed on the Commission of Inquiry, in the office of my brother, in the year 1838. 

533 . What we want is, your particular employment regarding the rents and toils; 
you can give us information as to how that account was kept? — My duty was to examine- 
all the toll registers coming from the country to Dublin, and make a statement and return 
of what was receivable after I checked them, and made queries on them. 1 thoroughly 
examined the permits and made a record of every paper; and at the close of each period- 
I made a statement of what was receivable. 

534. Did you do that in Dublin? — Yes, in Dublin ; at first the arrangement was not 
very well adjusted ; but from the commencement of 1843, I had the books. In the other- 
case I think the system was to have tlie statement in separate schedules; but I made out 
a statement of what was receivable by every collector, and signed it ; and then got a state- 
ment of what was received. 

535. Who- 
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535 . Who gave you that statement ? — It was a statement signed by the book-keeper. 

03G. Not by the accountant? — No, by the book-keeper. I kept up the schedules also, 
showing the receipts of the whole navigation, which formed the basis of the schedules in 
the rejDorts to Parliament, as regards tolls, wharfage, quayage, &c. 

537. As I understand you, that system would be a complete check on the receipts ? — It 
should. 

538. It would show the whole of the money received ? — It should. 

53!». Are those documents in your office? — I left the office in 1846; but those docu- 
ments are in the Shannon room. The toll registers or returns are very voluminous, because 
there are several stations along the Shannon. 

6.40. Could you furnish us with a statement of the tolls; of the amounts to certain 
periods that ou^ht to have been brought to account ? — That is all done already. It is 
printed in the STiannon Commissioners’ reports. I may remark, that in the second report 
there is a statement submitted to the Treasury, explaining how the tolls were fixed under 
the Act. [The Report teas here referred to. See pages 4 and 14.] This appears to be the 
return 1840, and the Commissioners got some of the navigation tolls at the end of 1339. 

541. We are to understand that these printed accounts show a total account, in each 
year, of what was due ? — I don’t say this does, but the original documents which are above 
do, and I believe the printed schedules to be fair copies. 

542. The amount remitted to Dublin ? — ^The amount that should be remitted to Dublin. 

543. You have no knowledge of the actual remittances? — No. 

544. You received accounts periodically? — Yes. I can furnish my statement, with the 
book-keeper’s statement to me. 

545. Not the voluminous papers you referred to ? — No, these copy registers are the docu- 
ments sent by the collectors, from which I made out my statement. The statements of 
tolls receivable are in books so far back as 1843, and there would be no difficulty about 
them. I had charge of the rents also ; and there are three rent-rolls audited for three years. 

546. Audited by whom ? — Mr. Francis Eland ; he is chief clerk in the valuation office, 
under Mr. Griffith. 

547. In the Board of Works ? — No ; he was in the valuation department, and was called 
in to audit those accounts. It was considered as well to make one rent-roll for audit, from 
close of 1842 to close of 1845, three years, and I was commencing that statement, when 
I was sent to Limerick as inspector of finance on the relief works, for the counties of Clare 
Limerick, and Tipperary. 

648. This gentleman who audited the three years’ account, did you know of any arrano-e- 
meut that he was called in on? — I think there was a letter written to Mr. Griffith to know 
if he could attend. 

549. By the Shannon Commissioners? — Yes; and he did attend. I allude to the audit 
of the rent-rolls, and not of the whole accounts. I am prepared to prove, to the best of my 
belief, on my oath, that these statements I spoke of were correct, of what was receivable. 

550. You will be kind enough to furnish to-morrow morning those returns, with the cer- 
tificates of the book-keeper? — I am not certain if I can furnish all which are in the sche- 
dule.s, and which were also for two or three years. It was my duty to state what was 
receivable. 

651. Is there anything else you wish to state to us regarding this unfortunate business ? 
— I do not know of anyUiing that strikes me. Mr. Mason collected some of the rents, and 
accounted for them. 

552. You were a check on him? — He was my superior officer; but I furnished the 
accounts receivable, and it was my duty to see he rendered a fair account. 

553. We wish to have a list of the toll collectors since 1839 ? — It w’ould be necessary to 
have a separate one for each year, for they changed very much. I could have a list made 
out from the books. 

654. Would that be a laborious duty? — No. 

655. What was the number of toll collectors ; I wish you would hand in a list of the 
number of them, and their names, each year ? — I will do so. I should mention, that I occa- 
sionally collected the rents myself. 

656. What check was there on you ? — I was obliged to furnish a statement to the Board 
of what rents were receivable. 

537. That was made out before they were collected ? — Ye,s ; the rent-rolls, being audited 
up to that time, will show what was receivable. 

558. Could you put your hand on the regulations of that audit; was it in your depart- 
ment ? — It was in the accounts department; and there was the report of Mr. Eland, who 
audited the rent-rolls of 1840, 1841, and 1842. 

559. Endeavour to procure the authority for us under which he undertook his duties ? — 
There must be some regular authority — by the sanction of the Treasury, or some other way. 



E 
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Mr. Daniel Corneille, Examined. 

660. COULD you give us any information that would be of use to us on tliis inquiry ? — 
I don’t think I could as to Mr. Mason, for I was not in the Shannon department. 

561. On any subject whatever, in connexion with this matter? — Nothing, except with 
respect to Mr. Rankin. My brother was in the Shannon office ; and during liis time a 
transaction occurred of a wrong nature; it was explained to me by my brother. I saw 
something hanging on his mind, and I asked him what it was. He told me that Mr. Mason 
had pledged him to secrecy. It appeared my brother had discovered that post bills were 
not acknowledged that he iiad sent, whi<’.h led to an inquiry ; and he discovered, as he 
informed me, that a forgery had been committed : that Mr. Kelly’s name, as well as 
I recollect, had been forged on those post bills. They had been drawn out in favour of 
Mr. Kelly. He said that Mr. Mason had made Mr. Rankin pay up the deficiency, and had 
said that he himself would inform Colonel Jones. 

562. Mr. Mason said ? — Yes ; on which my brother asked him for a memorandum, that 
he might keep 10 show he had no share in the transaction, doubting that Colonel Jones 
would be informed, I suppose; which memorandum came into my possession after his 
decease, and is so now, and I suppose I had better give it up to you. 

563. If you please? — This was no business of mine; but when I heard there was a defi- 
ciency in the balances, I mentioned the circumstance to Mr. Stickney, because I thought 
it probable that I knew the defaulter, and that perhaps it was not Mr. Mason, he being 
away from the office at this time in consequence of an accident ; and when tilings went 
further, I told the matter senerally. \_The Witness here handedin the memorandum referred 
to, ^chich was marked “ 0 

564. Have you any objection to have this placed on record ? — I would rather not have 
my name mixed up in the affair, but if this document is necessary for the public service, 
I would wish that it should be made use of. I have also brought here my brother’s accounts, 
whicli I will be most happy to hand in for your inspection. 

565. Was this a book of the sums of money he received ? — No; it was merely an 
account of his salary, and how it was spent 

506. We have nothing to do vvith that, but are your aware of any book that was kept 
by him, now in the office, of the sums he received and paid away ? — I think there were. 

I heard him speaking about them, for he was in the habit of keeping a book of the kind ; 
Mr. Deverell showed me such hooks, for his time, when in the Shannon office. 

567. Are they there now? — Yes, those I saw are there now. 

568. What is your situation in the Board of Works?— Chief clerk in the secretary’s 
office. At the same time that such is my situation, I am employed, not as such, by the 
Board. On the occasion of the Exchequer bill transaction, the Board thought it necessary 
to make some new regulations, one of which was, to have all the drafts and money of the 
department placed in my hands ; I was therefore thus occupied, instead of being employed 
as first clerk. I consider that by this I have been thrown out of the line of promotion, and 
injured. 

569. You received tlie money and drafts? — I gave them to be psssed in the accountant’s 
office. A person passes his vouchers in the accountant’s office, and every day I get a 
schedule of the drafts issued. As I pay away a draft, I mark the name of the person to 
ivhom it is given, and also the date, and make him endorse the draft. 

570. Since when has that system prevailed ? — Before that time I only took charge of 
ilrafts for post bills. 

571. What was the date you took charge in that way ? — I can’t say exactly ; but I could 
tell. 

572. How long have you acted in that way — not to say exactly ? — Six or seven years. 
I considered this a sufficient voucher tor me. Without clerks to keep ledgers, if I got 
merely the date of a draft, I can tell what is done with it. What the Board mentioned to 
me was, that I should take charge of the drafts. 

573. Those are the drafts drawn by the Commissioners on the bank ? — Yes. I have had 
from 60,000/. to 70,000 1. per day in my hands, and that under circumstances where their 
arrangements were not perfected up stairs. It was very quick work when I was reckoning- 
money in a car going to and from the different banks ; and I experienced much anxiety, 
and was often at the end of the day very glad to find that all was right. 

574. Did the Shannon drafts go through your hands in the same way ? — Only since the 
Shannon became part of the works, not previously. 

Mr. George Beatty, Examined. 

575. WHAT is your employment in the Board of Works ? — Corresponding clerk in the 
accountant’s department. 

576. How long have you been in the office ?— Something like 16 or 17 months; since 
June 12 months. 

577. You were never employed in the Shannon office ? — Never. 

578. Were you ever employed on the Shannon accounts ? — No, never. 

579. Have you ever sat in the room with Mr. Mason ? — No ; but I have been continually 
in connexion with him. 

580. What 
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580. What was the nature of your communications? — It was necessary, when we received Mr. George Beatly. 

letters in the morning, to submit them to Mr. Mason, in ordinary cases ; and in extra- 

ordinary cases, lie submitted them to the Board. By that means I was brought into con- Novemberi847. 
tact with him frequently ; more so than any man in tlie office, perhaps. I have nothing to — 
do with money matters. 

681. Had you anything to do with the transmission of money for Shannon purposes ? 

Nothing whatever. 

682. No letter.? passed through you ? — The letters for the Shannon came up wiiii the 
letters for the other branches, and it was my business to send them down to the different 
departments to which they belonged, when they were minuted. 

683. Will you explain as to some documents that came into your hands when that search 
was making m the office? — It is simply this; that Mr. Mason lent a desk, in which were 
two drawers full of papers, to a gentleman in the accountant’s department, and this table 
contained the documents required, and I reported the matter. 

584. Who went to the desk ? — It was a desk lent to a Mr. Powell. 

585. There were two drawers in the table? — Yes; Mr. Mason had the keys of the 
drawers, and did not give them up. 

586. No one had keys to them but Mr. Mason? — No one but Mr. Mason; no one, in 
fact, knew of those drawers being there but himself; I told Mr. Stickney. 

587. What? — I told Mr. Stickney that there were, I believed, papers in those drawers 
that might throw light on the subject; accordingly the accountant proceeded to the 
drawers and got the documents, and examined them. 

588. You were not aware of the nature of the documents when you mentioned this? — 

I merely gave the information on suspicion, stating that they might contain information on 
the subject, and acquit several parties that were charged. 

589. W as Mr. Mason in the habit of visiting your room? — They were not in my room ; 
they were in Mr. Pow^ell’s room, Mr. Powell on one occasion asked him for the keys, and 
lie told him that there were some particular matters in the drawers, and that he did not 
wish to part with the keys. 

590. As you did not sit in this room, how did you know those drawers were Mr. Mason’s ? 

— I know that he lent this desk to Mr. Powell. He got a new desk last year, and trans- 
ferred the old one over to Mr. Powell- 

591. How do you know the drawers belonged to Mr. Mason? — Having seen him write 
at the desk a hundred times. 

592. But how do you know that these were his drawei-s, when he did not sit in the 

room ? — I heard Mr. Powell speak of asking him for the keys, and saying he could not get 
them. * 

693. Have you derived your information as to the drawers from Mr. Powell ? — Not 
altogether. I heard so before &Ir. Powell told me. Before they made any alteration, we 
were all in one room ; and I saw' this desk lent to Mr. Powell, and previously with 
M r. Mason ; and it struck me that these drawers contained important papers, when I heard 
Mr. Mason refused to give him the key ; and of this matter. 

594. Have you any other iiifonnation that might be of use to us?— I am not aware of 
anything else. 

595. VV ho sent away the bank post bills ? — Mr. Powell. 

596. Since October 1846? — Yes. The bank post business, previous to that time, was 
managed by Mr. Walker and Mr. Neill, assisted by Mr. Allen. I made a search in 
Mr. Mason’s house for papers. 

597. State the circumstances? — Pursuant to the Commissioners’ orders, I proceeded to 
his house, and searclied, with the police officei's, all drawers and boxes in the house. I have 
laid all papers I found before them. 1 read those documents carefully, and found nothiucr 
at all connected with the Board of Works that I thought important to bring with me. ° 

698. Was Mr. Mason there ? — No; he was in confinement at the time. There was a 
search-warrant ordered on tlie informations of Mr. King, and, on the part of the Board, I 
went to examine all documents. My orders were, that wh'eii I found any document that 
I thought of any use, I was to take, and leave any document I thought was not of use. 

I acted on these orders to the best of mv ability. 

699. Did you discover many papers ?— I did some, but not many. 

GOO. What did you do with them ? — I gave them to the officers. 

601. Did you make any list of them?— No; there were only four or five of them, and 
I considered them unimportant. 

602. Did you find any cash-books, or bank pass-books, in his papers ? — No, not one. 

603. Did you find any blank cheque-books ?— If I may hazard an opinion, I would say 
that Mr. Mason made oood use of his time the night he went home in custody. He had 
u practice of carrying home documents. I suppose aiw document that would implicate 
liimself he destroyed the night he was first before the Roard, when he heard there was a 
noise about the matter. 

604. You stated that you were in constant communication with Mr. Mason; can you state 
at what period of the day he took up the Shannon business ? — I don’t think there was any 
particular period for that duty. 

605. It came in course with other duty? — Yes. All documents that came to him, I 
distributed, and when Mr. Mason was in the office, he often sent documents to rae\o 
minute. 

606. Who was the gentleman in the Shannon office who was most in communication 

-•5'- K 2 ^vith 
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with him?— Mr. Rankin and Mr. Gibbon; and Mr. Rankin was the principal party; and 
that eentlenian has, I understand, resigned this day. . 

fi 07 . Did you ever notice that when Mr. Rankin came to transact the Shannon business 
any one in the room was desired to leave ?— To give an oiDinion, I would say that Mr. Mason 
transacted more business alone with Mr. Rankin than with any other person in the esta- 
blishment. With respect to the communications between them, I have remarked, when ni 
Mr. Mason’s office, that Mr. Rankin almost invariably waited until any other gentleman in 
the office left ; I have remarked that. , rn n 

G08. Did you draw any inference at the time you remarked it f — I can t say 1 did. 1 er- 
haps the reason I was ta^en off my guard was, Mr. Mason and Mr. Rankin being brother 
officers in the Shannon office for some years. That put me off my guard, or otherwise I 
should have remarked it. It is novv from recollection, and what has transpired, that I begm 
to look back at the past, and 1 do recollect an apparently quiet or underhand way of 

workint' between them that was not with any other officers in the house. _ 

609 . °Do YOU remember any other person in the Shannon office communicating with 
Mr. Mason in the same way ?— I saw Mr. Gibbons a few times, but very few. I remember 
Mr Mason sendino- me on several occasions to Mr. Rankin to hurry him with cheques for 
the bank ; and I have seen him pulling up Mr. Rankin for being late. I have often cained 
cheque-books of the Shannon affairs from Mr. Mason to Mr. Hankm; and I always 
remarked the cheque-books tied up, and a string round them, which is not the usual way 
for books of the office to be. 

Mr. John Jackson King, Examined. 



610. WHAT office do you hold in the service? — Principal book-keeper. 

611. From what time? — Since May 1837. 

612. Were you at all employed in the Sliannon office ? — Never. 

613. Would you be good enough to relate any particulars relating to this unfortunate 
affair, that may be of use ?— It has been my habit every week, according to the regulations 
between Mr. Sticknev and myself, to send a balance-sheet to the bank, detailing the amount 
of our accounts, 24 in number, in order that the book-keeper there may insert the bank 
balances in those accounts. They come to me regularly every Monday morning, and 1 
compare them with our balances, to see if they agree. Last Monday fortnight, on receiving 
our balance sheet, I found that they inserted the four accounts of the Shannon, which was 
quite an unprecedented thing, in addition to ours. I went and asked Sir. Suckney if he 
desired such to be done, pointing out tlie circumstance to him, and he immediately said 
it was veiy stiange ; but he said, I have just had occasion to inquire what the balance was 
previous to signing a cheque for a large amount. Sir. Stickney immediately asked me what 
the amount was? I told him the balance was 2,000 /. and upwards. He said, I hold a 
statement from the book-keeper, stating that there is ] 0,000 1. balance, and he bid me look 
to it immediately. 1 looked at the ledger, and found a great defictencj^ The first thing 
I did was to look for the pass-books, and those were not to be found. One of the clerks 
in the office had to go for a key to Mr. Mason on the day before ; and he found in his 
drawer some pass-books, which were given to me for examination. I sent them to the 
bank to be completed, for they had not been there for 12 months, and I got them next day, 
and proceeded with my examination; and in the course of an hour I found several discre- 
pancies, which I showed Mr. Stickney, and which alarmed me. In the course of my exa- 
mination I found out a series of matters of the same kind; cheques for a small amount 
raised to a large amount, and cheques cancelled retained by Mr. Mason, and, as opportunity 
served, from time to time cashed. They were originally drawn in 1840 ; and, from time to 
time, those cheques were presented to the bank, and paid of course, not being passed 
through the books, but being considered as cancelled. I also found drafts were drawn, to 
repay advances from one amount to another, which drafts were found in Mr. Mason s desk ; 
others were paid, and the money was appropriated to himself; and others were lost. I have 
a list of all those cheques, and could give it. I could make a copy of them, and hand 

614. Do so? — \_The document here referred to was then handed in, and marked (V .)'] I 
believe that is the substance of what I have to say, unless you have some questions to ask. 

615. You explained very clearly the course you pursued with the balance weekly, but 

it seems you were surprised when vou saw the Shannon balance from the bank, as you had 
nothing to do with the accounts ?— Yes, for they were entirely apart. In the consolidation 
of the two Boards, they should have come before me, but some influence was used, and 
they were kept from me. tt 

616. Mr. Rankin continued to keep those books as he did before? — He did, entirely; 

and they were never under my control. • -i tw x i i 

617. Did you understand at the time that there was a valid reason for it . — No, I did 
not. I thought that as Colonel Jones and Mr, Mason had the usual management of these 
matters, that they wished to go the whole length of the Act — 10 years. Mr. Anderson, 
who was here, was of opinion that they should come under my control. 

618. That might have been done without difficulty, at the same time keeping the 
accounts completely apart? — Yes. 

619. Of course there was a reason for keeping them separate, it they were under any 

particular Act of Parliament? — Yes. , 

620. You have accounts under yonr control under several Acts of Parliament? — Yes. 
That is the chief difliculty in our accounts, and the cause of some blunders that occurred. 

C21. Describe 
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02] . Describe the nature of the compensation drafts ? — In carrying out the improvements jgj^„ j _ 

under tlio Shannon Commission, an inquisition was held, and a claim made by parties having ® 

interest in lands that might be injured by the works in progress, and an award was made jo>f(,vecnber 1847. 
niulerthe inquisition as compensation for the interest. Many parties refused the compen- 
sation, and after a reasonable time, those parties having decidedly refused to take com- 
pensation, the Commissioners gave orders that the drafts should be cancelled. All the drafts 
were drawn, to be ready for the parties when called for; but after waiting a reasonable 
time tliey were ordered to be cancelled. Those paid were entered, according to regula- 
tion, to parties coming forward I'rom time to time ; thinking that, as they could get nothing 
more, they would take what they could get. 

C22. What was the object of drawing all the drafts together? — I imagine they were 
drawn under the inquisition, because there was no appeal from the inquisition; accordingly, 
the Commissioners ordered the drafts to be drawn. 

<523. According to your own practice, do you ever draw drafts in a number, before it is 
decided if parties will take the amounts? — No; it is not usual. There are several nqui- 
sitions, I am aware of, which did not do so ; but in the drainage accounts we did so, under 
the debentures. The drafts are drawn altogether, and interest was calculated and drawn 
out. 

{>24. Are tlie drafts made complete ? — They are, and I consider the matter very wrong. 

C25. Did you ever represent the matter as being so? — I did frequently, because I 
thought the money was in a very dangerous position. 

t>2<>. They were kept in the draft books, were they 1 — They were. 

()27. Not cut out? — No, they were not cut out; they were left in them. They 
were left in the draft books, and handed to parties as they came for them. They after- 
wards came to me to make entries of such as Imd been paid, and at last I thought it better 
not to have any book at all, but to get the list of drafts. 

62fc>. Are any of the cheques yet in the book ? — I think there are some yet unpaid ; not 
long since there were. 

C29. Still in the accountant’s hands ? — Yes. 

C30. Does he keep them in an iron safe? — Yes. 

031. When you say completely signed, you mean signed by the Commissioners and 
accountant? — Yes ; ready for payment at an instant. 

032. That is the nature of compensation drafts ? — Yes. 

033. In what manner do you apprehend that Mr. Mason made use of those transfer drafts 
that were found f — I think he kept them in his own possession, and as his first frauds evi- 
dently commenced with the rents and tolls, he was in the habit of receiving them, and he 
made use of those drafts to supply himself in his wants for money, or to make lodgments 
to make the rents and tolls account to what it ought to be. 

034. And those in the safe were kept only to be used when required ? — They were always 
transfer drafts, but the accounts were not strong enough to bear those drafts. There was 
one for 1,670 1. 6 s. 6 d. 

633. What was the pretext for placing such transfer drafts before the Commissioners for 
signature; for lie must have given them some explanation? — The rents and tolls account 
might perhaps be very low, and there were very large sums to be paid connected %vith that 
account, and there not being funds adequate, Mr. Mason might say, we are obliged to pay 
tliese works out of the works account, and as we are in funds we will repay it. 

030. Then the Commissioners signed those drafts on his statement? — Yes; in several 
instances I found he has transferred those drafts. 

087. Supposing a necessity for transfer, would it not be more regular to do it by a letter 
instead of a cheque ? — Yes, that is our mode. 

638. A transfer letter ? — Yes. 

039. Before you make a transfer from one account to the other, by letter, you obtain 
the Commissioners’ approval ? — No, there is no necessity for it ; if the accountant is satisfied 
that there is a lodgment made to one account that should not be made, he gives a transfer 
letter. 

040. It was not necessary to go to the Commissioners, then? — No, it was not, it was 
merely a transfer from one account to another; that was sufficient for the accountant to 
sign it. 

041. What is your usual practice if you overdraw an account ? — Formerly the accounts 
got veiy low before we could get funds, and we have borrowed from one account to the 
other. We requested the Bank of Ireland to transfer 2,000 1. or any other sum, from one 
to the other, and wlien that account was in funds, we would repay it. 

042. Have you not occasionally overdrawn your accounts? — We have to a very lai^e 
amount, in the grants account, the drainage account, and general account. 

643. You waited until the Treasury sent you more money ? — Yes ; when the funds on 
all the accounts were not sufficient to meet our drafts. The accounts usually show a small 
•balance in favour of the Board. 

044. Did you make a transfer from the Shannon to any other account, or from any other 
to it, in that time? — Never. The only -dealings we had with them was on account of two 
loans on which they had half-yearly instalments to pay, called “The Upper Shannon 
Navigation Loans.” 

04.5. Did Mr. Rankin, besides keeping the Shannon books, do any other duty ? — No. 

040. Mr. W’iiliams was under you in the accountant’s department? — He is, since the 
• commencement of 1840. He joined soon after Mr. Mason joined, or about the time. 

251. E 3 647. Did 
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647. Did you know what induced Mr. Mason, or the Commissioners, to remove him ? — 

I do not, but from his own statement. , , , - 

648. Had you rendered any account to the Audit office before, for the labouring poor 
No, we have not, except in the general audit. 

64f). What other accounts have you rendered for audit? — I am not certain, although it 
was a department that should come under my notice; Mr. Walker kept it to himself, and 
there was a person appointed by the Treasury to take up these matters. 

60O. What gentleman was that ? — A Mr. Dark ; he is since dead. _ , , t.- 

651. You have nothing to show up to what time accounts were furnished ? — No ; 1 con- 
sidered it my duty, since Mr. Walker left as accountant, to do the duty. I made an 
application to Mr. Walker, and told him the necessity of getting these accounts away, as 
one of the gentlemen in the Audit office, Mr. Soady, told me that there would be some 
very serious inquiries if they were not forwarded. I mentioned tlie matter to Mr. btickney, 
and proposed to select all the best men I could find to take up the accounts. 1 told Mr. 
Walker, and he appeared quite cross, and said I should not interfere in the matter at all. 

652. Referrino- to accounts for the time he was accountant ? — Yes, and some of them were 

five or si.v years in arrear. , , , , • r i • 

663. What accounts are so long in arrear ?— I think the general account is, tor salaries 
to officers &c. That is a miscellaneous account. 

654. It has never been rendered ?— I don’t think it has. 1 i- 1 t 

655. Are you aware of anv correspondence with the Audit Board on the ^subject . i am. 

I have reason to be so, because when there was an increase of salaries, the Treasury refused 
to increase Mr. Walker’s salary or mine, for that reason ; so that it was nearly two yeans 
before they gave us the increase ; and although I ivas told I had nothing to do with accounts, 
I suffered bv it, by the loss of two years’ increase. ,j 1 ai w 11 

656. Did you uot consider it your duty ?— I did at first ; but I was told by Mr. W alker 
that it was not ; and there was a person appointed by the Treasury to audit, called an audit 

657. Do YOU remember the year of bis appointment? — I think it was some time in the 

year 1845; on reference to my books I could tell. He was employed as a supernumerary 

before that. He prepared a great number of accounts, which could be forwarded in a short 

Are the vouchers complete in them ?— Yes, I believe they are. 

659. You refer to the general account? — Yes. , , ,, 

tifiO Are you aware of any system that prevailed for auditing the rents and tolls ac- 

counts of the Shannon Conftnission?— I know nothing of them; except that Mr. Mason 
once said to me, in reference to auditing them, that they did not follow the same plan that 
we did ; 1 said I should like to see his plan which he said was better than ours ; that was 

all the conversation we had on the subject. ^ ^ , •* . 

661 Are vou aware of anv case in which Mr. Daniel Corneille wished to he appointed 
auditor under the Shannon Commission ? — I was not aware of it as a fact, but 1 heard so. 

06‘> State what you heard?— I heard that he applied to be appointed the auditor. 

063. For the rents and tolls especially, or the Ishannon accounts generally ?— 1 think it 
was as auditor generally. , • 1 • l 

664. We wish to have a statement from you as book-keeper, as to the state m which you 
found the Shannon books, when you inspected them after this affair ?— We referred to the 
books up to the period that tiiey were posted, which was up to June last. I was, ot course, 
oblio-ed to supply infonnatioii from the registry of drafts, which was checked to the latest 
date” I found the books very neatly done, and in a very business-like manner, witti some. 
exceptions • but still, they appeared such a set of books as a boy would be taught to keep ; 
he would do it cleanly and so on, but would not know the principles of balancing. Ihese 
books appear to have been without reference to the principles of book-keeping, which the 
book-keeper seems to have left out of the question altogether, or if he knew it he concealed 
his knouledo'e. I refer to his plan of balancing without reference to the cash m bank, or 
checkino' the bank balances with his ledger accouut. This struck me as a remarkable 
circumstance; because a person that understands the principle of book-keeping, would, I 
should think, act on it. , ,1 

065 Did you find cash books?— I found some attempts at cash books, hut they were 
mere entries of cash. There was nothing that could be depended upon. 

666 What was' the nature of the first entry from the counterfoils '—It was to the 
cash account. The registry of cheques should be filled up before the drafts were signed. 

667 You found that book posted up to the day?— Yes; and I found also, with regard to 

Mr Rankin, that certain drafts were altered, and erasures made, so as to afiect, very consi- 
derably a certain number of the drafts; be having drawn for 120?. and upwards more 
than the service required, which money he kept for a long while, and afterwards lodged ui 
the bank. , . , • 

668. Did you trace this?— I traced that there were alteration.s and erasures in certain 
entries of drafts ; and while I was looking into the case of those erasures, I had directions from 
the Board to look into the lists of drafts that he had sent in : and I found it to be so, 

669. Did the books appear complicated, so that a book-keeper could uot trace tliein 
out?— 1 think there has been a system of drawing drafts and borrowing suins, that would 
be exceedingly puzzling to come to the right of the case ; and I think it \vill be a difhculty, 
in making out a good case, unless it is gone into thoroughly and eflectually. I am also of 
opinion, that if any defence is madeby'Mr. Mason, that he will instruct liis counsel and 

t ’ ^ ^ solicitor 
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solicitor on that matter ; for he seems to have acted in such a way as to puzxle al! IAt. John J. King. 
parties. 

C70. Did you find any books missing ; any link of books ? — No. loNovember 1847. 

C71. Not in the general records of the office? — None that I required. All the books I 
required in my examination I found. 

672. Did you find any balance made up to a late date ? — I did not, because I knew it 
was in possession of Mr. Anderson. 

073. Of the works account? — No, nor of the four accounts; he told me he had the 
balance sheets. 

774. Did you look in the book in which are the first registries of rents and tolls; was 
that kept up to the day ? — No. It was regularly kept to a certain time, but then a new 
form was adopted, and after that there appeared to be no check by Mr. Mason at all ; 
nor, indeed, by any one. 

075. How could that be taken up to complete the entry book ? — By getting the dates 
of remittances from the toll collectors in the country, and getting it fiileci up by confidential 
persons. 

C76. Was there not a counterfoil of cash drafts that could be relied on? — There was, 
and the drafts agree with them. I examined a great many, and found them correct as far 
as the ledger goes. 

677. So that the entire book of remittances could be posted from the counterfoils with- 
out reference to the toll collectors? — Yes; unless any of them have been suppressed, 
which might have been done; and if so, in order to have an effectual check the toll 
collectors’ returns should be sent for. 

Mr. Francis Rankin, Examined. 

078. WHAT is your employment in this office ? — I kept the books of the Shannon Com- Franck RatJiin. 

mission until within the last few days. 

079. What is your present office? — I sent in my resignation this morning. 

080. Is it accepted ? — No. 

081. Then you are in your office until it is accepted ; what is that office ? — One of the 
senior clerks to the Board, is the title I held for the last twelve months. 

682. What is the rate of your remuneration ? — £. 160 a year. 

683. And your former employment in the Shannon office was as book-keeper? — Yes. 

684- You are aware of the disagreeable circumstances that occurred lately ; I want 

you to make any statement you thiiik proper, without nry asking any questions ? — I com- 
menced to act as book-keeper in the year 1840, and during that time, the entire of that 
year and the year 1841, I was in the habit of filling up the drafts for the Board’s signa- 
ture. I did not invariably do so, because there were occasions when the draft books were 
not in my possession, but it formed a portion of duty to fill them, generally speaking ; and 
from the counterfoils of the drafts, it was usual to post the books. I kept the ledgers and 
journals during the entire of that period I acted as book-keeper to the works accounts. 

With regal'd to the drafts that had been drawn, and altered after they were drawn, 

I never saw those drafts until within the last few days ; I posted the books from the amount 
of the counterfoils, supported by the voucher and other documents in the office ; but with 
regard to the larger amount for which the draft was filled up, I have no cognizance of it. 

Mr. Mason early in 1840, informed me that the Commissioners directed him to take the bank 
pass-books from me, and to kee]j the custody of them himself as a check upon my accounts, 
and since that time I have never had possession of them. 

685. Since what time ? — Early in 1840. Mr. Mason was in the habit of constantly 
coming and looking at my books, and taking down the balances, and frequently asked us 
for a slip with the balances of the books up to the time at which it was made. I always 
considered he got this to check the bank pass-books; for all the entries in the ledger, 
in all the ledgers indeed, we had vouchers in the office, to prove the correctness of them ; 
full and complete vouchers in all respects for all the charges in the ledgers ; and I am satis- 
fied lliat tire ledgers show a correct account ; and that, whatever the differences may be 
between the bank balances and our balances, will come very close to the total amount 
of the defalcation. The system of check I have on myself in the office, was, I conceive a 
very good one. After I had filled up the drafts, and that the form of remittances, whether 
post-office orders, bank post bills, or letters of credit, as the case may be, were drawn, 
tliey were written on a printed foim, to the party to whom the money was payable, and 
describing the service for which the money was paid, or intended to be paid. These letters 
were signed by the accountant, anti sometimes by the secretai-y, when he was not in the 
way; and before they were sent out, there was a registry taken in the book, in which 
we described the name of the party, the nature of the service, and the amount; and 1 
checked those remittances on payment. The book also contained the payments made in 
Dublin at the office. There was a column intending to show the date of the receipt of the 
voucher, and also a column showing when the vouchers were checked, and the page of the 
journal in which it was ultimately posted. Tliis book was regularly checked by two clerks, 
one taking the cash journal, kept by the cash clerk, and the otlier derk taking the voucher 
book. So I conceived it almost impossible that any serious error could arise. 

686. What do you mean by a cash clerk ?— Mr. Edward Corneille and Mr. Deverell 
were cash clerks. 

687. That was their particular duty ?— It was. As soon as the vouchers for the pay- 
ments were received in the office, the column provided for the purpose was filled in with 
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the date of receipt, so whenever a blank remained in that column, the vouchers were 
•applied for. If they '"'ere unchecked, a similar vacancy in the next column would show 
that they were not yet examined, and passed. When the vouchers were passed by the 
chief clerk, after any inaccuracies that might be discovered in them were corrected, they 
were posted into the. cash journal, and charged to the service for which the money was 
applicable. This would show at a glance the page of the journal at which the entries would 
be found containing the particulars; the blank and the page would at once catch the eye. 
TJiat was the general system, with regard to the mode of sending out the money, and 
receiving the vouchers, and posting them in the books. _ 

688. With respect to the rents and tolls monies, describe the way they came m . — 1 he^’ 

came up in post-office orders, or letters of credit; they never reached the book-keepers 
office, and I can’t tell in whose favour they were drawn. Mr. Mason or Mr. Hornsby 
received the letters of advice and sent them to the book-keeper’s office, with acknow- 
ledge receipt ” written in the corner, by which we understand that we are to hil up a 
letter in the acknowledgment book ; and in the counterfoil of this letter there is a form m 
which the nature of the remittance is described, and at the bottom a reference to the- 
page of the journal in which it is posted, to the credit of that division of the river from 
which the remittance might come. Mr. Mason or Mr. Hornsby usually signed the letters 
of acknowledgment. ^ , t .1 • 1 .1 . 

689. Who sent those letters away?— Thev were sent from the office above. I think that 

a clerk in charge of the correspondence usually did that, in making up the general letters of 
the Board. , „ , . , , , 

690. Can you in anv way account for the apparent deficiency m the balances on compa- 
rison of the hank books with your books ?— I can account for it now that I am aware of the 
investigations that are taking place ; but when 1 first heard it, I could not form any idea 
how it arose. 

691. You had no suspicion? — Not the slighest. 11 

69‘> Did it not seem odd to vou that you were not intrusted with the bank pass-books 

to check your accounts?-! conceived that there was a Commissioners order against it. 

693. Have you any reason for thinking so ?— I was told so by Mr. Mason. 

6S4. Did he assign any reason ?— That he might have a greater check on my hoots, 
to insure particularity on my part. , . , a 0 u . u 

695. Did he ever tell you that he checked the books in that way or not .—He never tom 
me directly, but he was in the habit of asking for my balances, and getting periodical 
statements of my balances ; and when he raised no objection to them, I considered that 
they were right; although he did not say so, I considered that he found all correct. 

696. He never told you in direct terms that they were correct ?— IN ever, that I recollect. 

697. Did vou ever represent to him that it was necessary that you should have those- 
books to establish a complete check on the corectuess of your accounts '—I did not. 

698. Did you ever go to the bank for the pass-books ?— Never. 

699. Who did go?— I am not aware. , . , u . . n 

700. Did you ever go to inquire the balance ?— No ; I believe they woiud not tell. 

701. Did they know you in the bank? — No, not in the book-keeper s office. 

702. You state that you thought tliere was a Commissioners order for the bank pass- 

books not being in your possession. Had the Commissioners any reason to suspect tlie- 
correctness of your books ? — No, I think not. o tj-i 1 *1 

703. Did you not think it a censurable step to withdrew them from you . I did ; but 1 

conceived that I could not go beyond the orders of my superior officers. 1 thought it was 
not my duty to call their order in question. _ 

704. Did you remonstrate with Mr. Mason ? — No, I never did. . 

705. Did you speak of it to any one in the office?— I told Mr. Hornsby I never had 
possession of the bank books, and he was perfectly aware of it. 

706. Where the bank cheque-books in your charge '—They were. , 11 , 

707. Constantly or occasionally ?-It was a rule : but there were occasions when I had 

not the charge of them. „ x 1 t t, 

708. Weil the cheques always filled by you ?— Always, except when I was ab-.ent. 

709. Always when you were present?— No. There were occasions when Mr. Mason 
filled up the drafts himself, and the counterfoils were sent up stairs. 

710 On what authority did you act when you drew cheques?— There are pay returns, , 
or contractors hills, or estimates laid before us by the Commissioners orders, or the returns 
of the usual salaries of the collectors, lock-keepers, engineers, and other officers, to prepare 

^^\ll. Merely on having those accounts before you, or having the order besides? It was 
usual to have the orders. 

71'2. From whom ? — From the Commissioners. 

713. Not from the accountant? — Not from the accountant. 

714. After those cheques were signed did you see them agmn? No. 

715. You don’t know what became of them afterwards . — No. 

716. Tire vou aware of the compensation drafts being filled up ? Yes. 

717. Who retained possession of them ?--It was rather a peculiar case with regard to ■ 
them. There were a great number to be sent to the country, tilled up, to pay the paities 
where they lived, about 70,000 /. altogether. There were several hooks of them. Hus 
was m the year 1840, and some of them remained unpaid in consequence ot the parties not 
being able to prove their claims. From such cases as that, a number of the drafts were 
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brought back ; and those di'afts bore the signature of one Commissioner from the first. It 
was alwaysMr. Mason’s custom to keep signed drafts; he never allowed them to remain 
in my possession, or in the office up stairs at any time ; and in accordance with this practice, 
he kept the books containing those drafts, so that they were not in my custody. 

718. When those were signed were they left in the cheque book ? — They were left in it. 

719. Where these special cheque books? — Yes, there were special chequebooks for them ; 
they filled two or three books. 

720. And they were torn out as the parties agreed to accept their compensation? — Yes, 
on the Board’s solicitor furnishing a statement to the effect that they might be paid. 

Colonel Jones (who was present at tliis part of the examination of this witness). — When 
the Shannon Commission took possession of this property, I was, after holding courts, to 
determine the value of those claims, previous to the passing of the Act ; and again, after 
the passing, the Commissioners went down to make their final award. We had several 
thousands of them, and they were decided in the court to be paid to parties as soon as the 
parties gavq in their deeds. When they did so, the accountant was to put his name to them 
and give tliem to tiie parties — “ John so and so,” for instance. We had a great many ot 
them, and that was the only way of doing so. We told the parties that as soon as they 
gave their title deeds they would be paid, and they were paid, either here or in the country. 

721. (To Mr. Rankin.) You saw those cheques?— I don’t think I ever saw' them. 

722. Did you know oftheir being signed by the accountant ? — I can’t tell. 

723. You posted those cheques in the books as soon as they were filled up? — There 
was an order to that effect made by the accountant, but it was found impracticable to be 
carried out. We had a great number of drafts to draw, and, as far as practicable, we acted 
on it. 

724. Do you mean that those cheques, when drawn by you, were not immediately entered 
in the books '! — They were not. 

725. How did you make, the entries? — The counterfoils, I think, must have been fur- 
nished to me, and probably there may have been drafts in them. It is so long ago that I 
can’t distinctly charge my memory with having seen them or not. If I did, it was merely 
during the time that Mr. Mason might point my attention to a draft he paid away, and 
desiring me to post it in the journal. 

720. Do you consider that it was possible that a cheque, filled by you and signed by the 
Commissioners, did not pass through your books? — Yes, I do. 

727. In what way? — Mr. Mason told me tliat a number of those cheques were cancelled. 

728. The compensation drafts? — Yes. 

729. What did you do? — I filled up new drafts on materials being furnished by the 
solicitor. 

730. Did you search for the cancelled drafts ? — ^They never had been posted. 

731. I do not clearly understand how they could be posted, if they were not posted be- 
fore they were signed, how they were posted afterwards ? — I can’t say exactly if the books 
came into my possession to post tlie drafts that were paid away. Suppose that the book 
was sent to me, to have a draft, just paid away, posted, it was done by me, and the book 
sent down again. I could not say how this may have occurred, or whether I have seen 
tliose drafts frequently or not. 

732. How long ago is that? — That is six or seven years ago. 

733. It was your ordinary practice to post the drafts into the book as soon as you filled 
up the cheques, but you are not sure if you did so with the compensation cheques ? — I am 
sure I did not ; because they were a very particular case. It occupied three or four days to 
fill them up. I remember being employed the entire of a Sunday filling them up from the 
books in which the details were furnished to me. It may have been, that when Mr. Mason 
came i'rom the country, he furnished me with those books, to post the particulars of the pay- 
ments into the j ournal, and took them up again immediately on that being done. 

734. Used you to post your books from the counterfoils ? — Yes. 

735. Was that your invariable practice? — No, not invariable; there was an order to post 
from tlie drafts, but it was found to be impracticable. 

736. Am I to understand that the compensation drafts were never posted? — Never; in 
fact, none of the valuation or compensation drafts were posted until after the payments took 
place ; I can answer that distinctly. 

737. And how did you become acquainted with the fact of payment? — By a document 
being furnished to me of the party having completed the deeds, the solicitor’s docket. 

788. Who furnished it? — It usually came from the accountant’s office; tliere was one 
office above, and another below, and there was a tube for communication to send up and 
down papers; they were caj'ried from the central office by this into two branches, so that 
I was not always aware who sent them, but when came. 

789. What were your vouchers in those cases? — The solicitor’s docket. 

740. Coupled with the receipt of the party? — That was on the deed. The solicitors 
certified that they signed the deed, and the deed always bore the receipts. 

Colonel Jojies. — 'i'hese were rather peculiar cases. When we went to the country, the 
jjarties’ receipts were signed and ready. Then a check was signed by a Commissioner in 
court, and handed over to a party at once. I think we had a schedule on the table before 
us, of the parties to be paid in that particular place, staling their names, and the amounts ; 
and when a check was signed, it was marked off' as paid, 1 think. I don’t know whether it 
-was from that or the counterfoils that the books were filled up. 

741. (To Colonel Joiies.) We want to trace the entries in his books. We are sure of 
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the mode of payment there? — I doubt very much if it is in his power to state when he 
entered them, or whether from a file, or from a table. 

742. (To Mr. Rankin.) You have a voucher for every entry ? — There was a book in which 
the dates and payments were entered, aud when they were entered. 

743. If you sent your account to the audit board what voucher would you send ? — I 
would be at a loss to know what to do as to that. I should have applied to the solicitor, 
as to how it was to be done, as the deeds of conveyance were, in fact, the vouchers. 

744. Did you ever prepare an account for the audit board ? — 1 did ; the establishment 
account, the boundary survey account, the law aud valuation account, the Upper Shannon 
Navigation account, and the expense of fitting up offices account. 

745. You prepared all the accounts sent into the Audit Office ?— I prepared them all. 

746. Did you prepare the works’ account? — No, 1 had not time. 

747. Did you ever get instructions to do so? — Never; my time was fully occupied as 
much as it could be. In consequence of alterations in the office, I was obliged to work 
day and night to keep my books in order ; I could not have thought of attempting it. 

748. Did you consider it your duty to prepare an account of your expenditure? — Yes, 
under the accountant’s ordere. 

749. Did you ever receive any instructions from the Commissioness to prepare it ? — No. 

750. Are you aware of any correspondence with the Audit Board, respecting the ac- 
counts? — I am; I remember the letters from the Audit Board, and the Commissioners, 
stating that they had not a sufficient number of clerks. 

751. When was that? — Two or three years ago; I could not say exactly. 

752. Did you prepare the printed annual account laid before Parliament? — Yes. 

758. Was that your particular duty? — It was. 

754. From what document did you prepare it? — From my books. 

755. Were they so prepared as to do it? — They were; I used to furnish the draft ac- 
counts to Mr. Mason to have them checked, and he returned them to me signed, upon 
which I considered that he examined them, and found them correct. I had very consider- 
able difficulty in the preparation of those. 

756. If you had prepared an account for the Audit Board, would that have differed much 
from what you did furnish to Parliament? — An account to the Audit Board should furnish 
the names of tlie parties to whom the payments were made, and the date and amount of 
such payments, with their vouchers ; whereas the accounts for Parliament were confined 
to the heads of services; the expenditure within a given time, 12 months, without relation 
to the names of persons at all. 

757. And your books show those heads of expenditure ? — They do. . _ 

758. How often did you post your ledger? — My time was always occupied with either 
the ledger or the journal. I posted the journal from the subsidiary books, and by the time 
this was entered in the ledger, there would be further work at the other books. 

759. Did you post the subsidiary books daily? — Yes. 

760. From what?— From the counterfoils of the drafts and the remittance letters that 
came in with the amount of the rents and tolls. 

761. Were the rents and tolls posted daily 1 — The subsidiary books were. 

762. How often did you make a balance ? — Every three months. 

763. Had you any difficulty in making a balance ? — Sometimes I would have a little 
trouble in tracing out discrepancies between the two sides of my balance sheet, but I never 
had much difficulty. 

764. How soon after the expiration of the three months did you prepare it ? — It was 
always done as soon after as possible ; and, until lately, immediately after the end of the 
quarter. 

765. What was the cause of that delay of late ; was not the Shannon business falling 
off? — Yes, but our experienced clerks were taken from us for the relief service. 

766. Who was the most useful person taken from you ? — Mr. Williams. 

767. You had no fault to find with him ? — None. 

768. Did he prepare any account of the rents and tolls ? — He did, and had it very con- 
siderably advanced when he was removed. 

769. Was he specially employed on it? — He was. All his leisure was devoted to it ; and 
that was a good deal of time. 

770. Upon whose orders was he removed? — Mr. Mason applied to Mr. Hornsby for his 
services, and he desired him to go. 

771. Did any one take up that account? — No; there was no one to take it up, and I 
was obliged to take up his other duty. 

772. Did you number your vouchers, and arrange them? — Yes; tliey were arranged in 
alphabetical order, but not numbered. 

773. Were the remittances to Dublin numerous from the rents and tolls ? — They occurred 
twice a month, until the middle of last year ; and then it was considered not necessary to 
have them more than once a month. There are from 18 to 20 stations from which they 
are remitted. 

774. Did it ever occur to you, that the expenditure and receipts of the Shannon were 
very close? — That was owing to a debt due to this Board; and it was usual to pay as 
much of the debt as possible, after the payments of salaries for officers, for collectors, and 
for repairs and maintenance of the navigation. 

775. What was your check upon those remittances ?— Mr. Richard Mulvany examined 
the toil registries that came up at the same period that the remittances weie made for. 

The 
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The permits were furnished from tlie different stations, where they ultimately arrived; 
they were arran^^ed in order in Dublin, and the voyage of a boat was traced from one toll 
register to another; and the permits afforded a very sufficient check, as each collector 
was obliged to act as a check upon the persons at the stations which the boat had already 
passed, sign the permit if right, or correct it if any error existed. They underwent a further 
examination in Dublin, after which the correct amount of the toll registers was certified, 
and then compared with tlie remittances received. 

776. Who did so? — Mr, Mulvany was in the habit of making a statement of what was 
receivable, and I of what was received ; and when any discrepancies existed, we brought 
them to the debit or credit of the collector. 

777. Did you ever hear of the collectors complaining of money not being acknow- 
ledged? — There might be cases of them complaining; but I can scarcely say whether it 
occurred or not. I nave a kind of floating recollection of some complaints of delay in not 
acknowledging remittances, which however must have been accidental, as the practice was 
to observe great regularity in acknowledging. 

778. Colonel Jones. — Do you recollect I0r. Eland being called in to examine certain 
accounts? — I do. 

779. Colonel Jones. — From what documents did he make the examination? — I am not 
as competent to answer that as Mr. Mulvany, as he had the entire charge of that depart- 
ment. There was an original document prepared by Mr. Harding, and this was the ground- 
work of the rent-roll, wliicli Mr. Eland afterwards examined ; and if he found any discre- 
pancy to exist, he traced the cause. He saw that the amount stated as received was duly 
entered in the books, and that, I think, was the amount of his examination. 

Colonel Jones. — That was the annual one. 

780. (To Colonel Jones.) What were the circumstances under which Mr. Eland was 
appointed ? — He was appointed to certify that those accounts were correct, and was paid a 
certain sum of money, and he gave us a certificate that he examined them. 

781. He was not appointed by the Treasury? — No. 

782. He was temporarily appointed? — No, I think not. It was an annual examination. 

783. Do you recollect bearing of any opplication from Mr. Daniel Corneille to be 
appointed ? — I do not recollect it ; but if there was, they would refuse, on account of his 
brother being in the same office. 

784. (To Mr. Rankin.) I understood you to say you drew all the drafts? — That was 
the rule as regarded the works’ account. Mr. Williams drew for the rents and tolls while 
he had those boobs, and whoever had the books drew the drafts; but the principal amount 
of work belonged to the works’ account, and 1 drew the drafts for it all through. 

785. Who took those before the Commissioners? — Mr. Mason. 

786. Who countersigned them? — Mr. Mason. 

787. In his absence who did so ? — I don’t think he was absent while on the Shannon 
Commission for any length of time. 

788. Was this supposed to be his business? — Yes. 

789. Was he away any length of time? — He was away for a week or a fortnight; and he 
would arrange his business so that payments would not be demanded during his absence, 
and that payments would not be necessary. 

790. How often did you lay a statement of your balances before the Commissioners r — 
Every year there was one for the annual accounts to Parliament. 

791. How often did you balance your books? — Every three months. 

792. Your curiosity never led you to inquire at the bank, to compare your balances? 

No ; however, I should not have thought of doing so under the circumstances, for I am 
under the impression they would not tell the amount. 

793. Did that influence you in not making the inquiry ? — It did not. 

794. Did the return cheques ever come back to you ? — No. 

795. Was it your practice to put them up as vouchei-s? — No. 

796. Would you have considered that a good voucher? — Yes; the best. However I 
don’t know that we could have done that in our accounts; for very frequently one draft 
would be drawn to pay a great number of parties. Each would furnish separate vouchers 
which would be arranged alphabetically, and would appear in different parts of the audit 
account, in accordance with the directions received from the Audit Office. 

797. Could you not keep up the link by reference one to the other? — I suppose we 
could. Certainly. 

798. Are you aware of any letter written tliat the return cheques should be sent iu? 

I did hear of a communication from the Audit Office to that efl'ect. 

799. Did it not strike you that tliey should be sent in with the vouchers? — It did not 
strike me ; but I judged the accountant intended to send them in, because I was directed 
by him, in consequence of that order, to be particular in specifying tlie services in the body 
of tile draft. 

800. Do you know if there was a bank certificate sent with the accounts rendered to the 
Audit Office? — I do. 

801. How was it obtained? — I am not sure how it was obtained, but I know the fact of 
its having been sent to the office to go forward with the other vouchers. 

802. It was not obtained by you? — No. I suppose Mr. Mason applied to the bank and 
got it. 

803. Did Mr. Mason interfere much with you ? — No. He gave directions as to the mode 
that the books should be prepared, and I acted according to his directions. He was in the 
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habit of coming in once in two or three weeks, and examining my balances ; but as to any 
specific revision of the entries, he was not in the habit of doing it. 

^804. Were there many transfers from one account to another in the bank?— A great 

State a case? It might be from the Commissioners not having determined to 

what account certain works should be charged, and advancing the expense fi'om an account 
that it would be afterwards found not to be chargeable to. Also, when there were not 
two Commissioners in Dublin, Mr. Mason might make use of a draft, which was in his 
possession, sio-ned by one Commissioner, upon an account not liable for the expense. It 
was not unusual in such cases to draw the amount when urgently required, from the latter 
account, to be afterwards transferred back at some stated time, or when convenient. 

806 . What do you mean by conveuient? — Sometimes it was done at the end of a year, 
or when an opportunity occurred of two Commissioners being in town together. 

807. Was it always done by cheque ? — Always, until the consolidation of the two Boards. 
80 s] How since then?— By a letter from the Commissioners requesting that a transfer 

should be made; but one case occurred since then. I had always the Commissioners’ 
authority for tlie original payment out of which the transfer arose. 

809 Did you ever take money from one account, because the money upon another was 
expended and afterwards return it?— It may have been done as to the establishment 
account at the commencement of tlie service ; but it was not I believe with any other 
account, and I think it was only early in the commission that it was done at ail. 

810 When the transfer was made, was it not necessary to get the Commissioners 
sanction’— It was only in cases w’here I knew that money was due by our account to the 
other that I did so. Suppose 100 1. had been advanced from the works’ account, which vvas 
properly chargeable to the rents and tolls in the first instance, before drawing the draft 1 
would have the Commissioners’ authority ; and then when it became necessary to adjust the 
accounts and transfer it back again, I would not require their special authority, because 
they are cognizant of the fact, and would refuse to sign the draft, it out of order. 

811. Did the bank allow you to overdraw your accounts? — I never knew ot a case 

812. It was very possible you might overdraw the accounts when you had not any bank 

pass books? My ledger accounts never showed that the money ran so close. 

813 Then they were larger than the bank accounts ?— The balances were larger. 

814 Do vou ever remember a transfer being made, by Mr. Mason’s directions, from one 

account to another?— I remember a case of excess of expenditure over the estimates for 
some works on the Lower Shannon; when the Commissioners ordered the money to be 
paid from the rents and tolls’ account. I cannot recollect the precise transaction. A 
transfer would be the only way of doing it, I consider. ^ , , 

815. Did the Commissioners often inspect your books? — Colonel Jones was the only 

Commissioner who looked into them. ,, i xi i 

816. Did he inquire as to your balances?— Yes ; but it was usually done through the 

medium of Mr. Mason. , , x i i v 

817 Colonel Jones did investigate your books, and look at them /—Yes. 

818 Colonel Jones.— You say there was a number of blank cheques signed by one Com- 

missioner* was that the common practice?— I don’t know whether to call it a common 
practice or not • but it frequently occurred, that when a Commissioner was going out ot 
town, he would sign half a dozen drafts, and leave them with Mr. Mason, m case money 
mieht be wanting. „ . „ , 

819 Colonel %nes.—llovf were you aware of that?— Because they were sent to me to 
fill* and sometimes Mr. Mason would fill them himself, and send me the counterfoils. 

820. Colonel /owes.- And when did the Commissioner sign the counterfoils /—I don t 

821. Was it not the practice for the Commissioners to put their initials to the counter- 
foils’— It was; it was very rarely that they did not do so. 

822. Sir John Burgovne and ColonelJones did so’— They did. 

823. Did they do so when they signed the cheques?— I should suppose it was at that 

time but I can’t state. . _ • , t 

Colonel xfojics.— If blank cheques were taken to me to sign, they were m the book, and 
I would see the counterfoils. , x xi i- x 

824 . Does your memory serve you on that ’-My attention was never drawn to the fact. 

825. Those cheques signed by one Commissioner were not filled up at all .— JNot at the 

time of sio'nature ; not until produced to the second Commissioner. _ 

826 . Were you aware of any bank ever paying on tlie single signature of a Commis- 

sioner ?—They'^have done so for the Board ot Works I know; but I am not aware of their 
doins: so for the Siiannon Commissioners. . , , . •, . x xi 

827 . Not after the amalgamation?— I suppose if they paid thus m one department they 
did in another, but I am cognisant of the fact only from hearsay. 

828. Was it usual to pay on one Commissioner’s signature ?— I don t know from my own 
knowledge; but 1 heard of an occasion lately, when but one Commissioner was m town, 

when it was spoken of applying to the bank to pay his drafts. xxi x r-xi 

820. Would the bank pay on the signatures of two Commissioners, without that of tlie 
accountant?— They had directions not to do so, and if they did it would be by oversight; 
when a draft left my possession it had no signature to it. 

830. Did vou ever take one down for signature to the Commissioners . Wo. 

" 831. Did 
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831. Did Mr. Mason ever give you money to lodge at the bank ? — No. 

832. Whose duty was it to lodge money?— Mr. Mason during a great part of the 
time has performed the duty at all events. ’ During the period commencing in 1842, and 
ending in 1844, Mr. Edward Corneille did that duty. 

833. Are you aware how remittances came from the country ? — ^They came witli a printed 
form, stating where from, and other particulars. 

834. Did you ever see a letter of credit ? — No, not so as to examine them. 

833. Did you sit in Mr. Corneille’s room ? — I did not. 

836. How were these endorsed? — I am not aware of how they were endorsed. 

837. Are you aware of any regulation for the endorsement of letters of credit? — There 
were regulations, but I am not aware what they were. 

838. Did they bear Mr. Corneille’s signature? — I think there was an order that Mr. 
Corneille only should be paid; but I can’t speak positively on that point. 

839 . He received the money and lodged it? — He received it from Mr. Hornsby or Mr. 

Mason, and lodged it. , ti >..1 

840. Did these regulations require Mr. Hornsby’s or Mr. Mason s names . — I don t know. 

841. Did you ever hear Mr. Edw. Corneille say that he was in the habit of going to the 
banks and receiving the money ? — Yes, I think he went to the different banks, and lodged 
the amount of the letters of credit. See. in the Bank of Ireland. 

842. When Mr. Corneille was ill, who undertook that duty? — Mr. Mason. 

843. Mr. Deverell was appointed in the room of Mr. Corneille. Who performed that duty 

then?— I thought Mr. Deverell did it up to the last few days, but I have reason to think 
he did not. • u 1 , 

844. Did you ever hear Mr. Deverell remark, that as he was not entrusted with the 
money, he was not performing the duty of cashier? — I don’t recollect. 

843. What duty did Mr. Deverell pe'rform ?— He examined the vouchers that were posted 
in the registries when they came from the country; he examined them and saw them 
correct, and when he found them so, marked them off in .the book. He was in the habit 
of making payments ; I won’t say he made them ail ; but he was in the habit of going to the 
bank for remittances for the country, and making payments in Dublin. , , . , 

846. To whom were' those entrusted before they were paid away?— I think to Mr. 
Deverell ; but I can’t say, that was not in my business. 

847. You said you were appointed to tlie Shannon in 1840 ? — I joined in 1839, but com- 
menced as book-keeper in 1840. . 

848. What was your employmeut before ? — As clerk on the Irish Railway Commission, 
and on the Shannon Commission of Inquiry previously. 

849. Who appointed you ? — I don’t Know ; it was through Mr. Mason I got employment 

originally. • 

850. And through whom were you appointed to this office ? — The Commissioners ol the 
Shannon. 

851. Who recommended you to them? — In the year 1839 I was sent for, and was ap- 
pointed by them, I suppose, throusrh their knowledge of my mode of doing business on the 
Commission of Inquiry and Railway Commission. 1 had no special recommendation beyond 

832. Had you any reason to be suspicious of Mr. Mason’s mode of proceeding ?— No ; 
1 often thought he tiirew unnecessary difficulties in my way, and occupied my time more 
than was requisite, wlien it might be better employed on the books, by which they were 
often kept in arrear. I did not'conceive that this was occasioned by anything but his mode 
•of doing business. o a • x 

853. In what way do you mean be occupied your time unnecessarily '—An instance is— 
he desired me to prepare a book for him. We had got separate works on the Shannon, 
on which expenditure was taking place, and he directed me to make out a book giving the 
minute details of the expenditure on those works, the amount of the securities, and how 
much expended up to a certain time. This book contained about a hundred accounts, 
was intended to be made up once a fortnight, or once a month, to afford him information 
respecting the amounts expended with regard to the amount of the works. The prepara- 
tion of that book occupied 4ue a couple of months, doing my other duties as well as 
I could, and it was never used. That is an instance. 

854. It was always duties connected with the office that he employed you on?— Always. 

855. Would tliere be much difficulty in working out the balances from your books, on 
every account? — If you gave me time I could tell you. 

856. An account from 1839 under each service?— It could be very easily done^ 

857. Your books are sufficiently perfect for that?— There are figures in the margin of 

the books which I think would almost do it. There would at all events, whether or not, 
be no difficulty whatever. , . . , j x n ^ 

858. Had you any reason to think there was any irregulanty in tiie rents and tolls 

^° 85 * 9 *!''you stated that you were not intrusted in obtaining bank post bills, or letters of 
credit ; was there an instance where you did so ? — I might have done so in the early 
period’ of the Commission, before there was any properly organized system; there was 
much irregularity in the mode of proceeding tb.eii. 

860. 1 am sure you are ready to give, every information to us. Have you anythiug 
else to state? Referring to that transaction you told Mr. Stickiiey, I wish you to 
explain ?— I thought it ray duty to tell him of that irregularity, the only one I ever knew 
during my time in the office. 
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861. State the matter ?— There were clerical errors committed by me, and the mode of 
reniedyino; them, I must admit, was not very regular ; in fact, some of them were accounts 
drawn against tiie wrong services, some of them clerical errors in amounts, and others 
where pmties were paid their accounts twice. 'I'liese over-payments were occasioned not 
by any neglect or negligence on my part; but I still blame myself. They occurred in ths 
hurry of b'usiness, and I dreaded the consequences of those errors, and was anxious to have 
them arranged without passing them into the books ; and under Mr. Mason’s directions the 
amount over-drawn was relodged, without any entry passing into the books of the transac- 
tion at all ; so that the sum charged as tlie amount of the draft was the actual amount of 
the vouchers we had for the draft, and the balance went into the bank — was relodged. 

862. Did you relodge it yourself? — I did. 

863. How long after this occurred?— Some of them were several months lying over; but 

it was at the close of the year’s account, when I found it necessary to bring the matter 
under Mr. Mason’s notice. 1 • ^ j 

864. Did Mr. Mason discover this, or did you, of your own free-will, admit it f — I pomtea 
them out to him. It would have required a very minute examination to discover them ; in 
fact, it was a thing not likely to be discovered until we made out the audit accounts. 

865. How was Mr. Edward Corneille connected with this?— He got the money in the 
bank, and was in the habit of handing the money to me when he returned from the bank. 

866. He went to the hank for the money, with which you afterwards procured the post- 
office orders ? — No, he procured those himself. 

867. And then handed them to you ? — Yes. 

868. What did you do with them?— Sent them to their destination. 

869. But those sums over-drawn, what did you do with thein? — I can’t charge my memory 
with the exact circumstances attending them. I had some difficulty with them, to be ena- 
bled to effect the Icdcnnents ; hut as the thing had passed away, as I conceive, the matter 
occurring six or seven years ago, I am not able to charge my memory with the precise 

^870. You remember if you sent the amount of those bills away?— They did not go with 
the other remittances. ' , _ , ,1 *1 

871. Then in the case of double payments, two drafts were drawn, for the same amount . 
—No, I think it was an amount that had been previously paid, was by mistake paid over 

How were you able to relodge those, or return the bank post bills to the bank?— 
That is what I can’t bring to my recollection. , 

873. If Mr. Corneille obtained a bank post bill, you can remember if it was an irregular 

circumstance, whether he returned it or you?— It was I. Mr. Corneille had nothing to 
do with it but going to the hank in the first instance. , . . 1 v 

874. You say it was one or two months before those sums Vere reiodged .— les. 

875. Did you keep the bank post bills by you all this time? — 1 think that the bills, 
or the produce of them, were in the office all the time. In one case I got a party to en- 
dorse them for me, and sent them back. 

876. Who was that party?- 1 declare I don’t remember the party. 

877. There were two or three parties ? — There was a Mr. Renton. 

878. Who was he?— He was an engineer employed under the Board. 

879. Who were the other parties ?— I can’t recollect, and I have no means of referring 

SSO.^Your memory does’nt give you the names of tlie other individuals 

881. But one, Mr. Renton’s case. He signed it, and returned it to you ?— Yes. I was 
very much alarmed for the consequence of these errors. Mr. Mason told me it might cost 
me my situation ; and I was so anxious to have the matter settled, I was in such a state of 
trepidation at the time, that I can’t remember exactly what occurred. 

882 Did Mr. Mason say he would take any step to procure your dismissal, or did he 
allude to other parties?-He spoke of the Commissioners being aware of it, saying, it they 
were, they would not allow me to retain the situation. He said that they would not take 
any excuse for me in making the errors. _ .1 * 1, j-j t 

883. Did he threaten to inform the Commissioners ?— I can t say that he did. 1 can t 

speak positively. I think he did. , . -,t • i * t 

884. Did you ever feel, in consequence of that circumstance, that Mr. Mason might make 
it known to the Commissioners, or other persons? — Oh, yes; I always felt it. _ 

885. In consequence of that, did Mr. Mason ever attempt to impose upon you m regard 
to that circumstance?-! don’t think he did. I have no reason to suppose from that cir- 
cumstance that he ever made me do, or not do, anything I otherwise would not have done. 

886. Was Mr. Edward Corneille very uneasy about that circumstaiice he ever 

express his uneasiness with regard to it? — I don’t recollect that he did. He may have 
done so. 

887. How soon did you relodge the amount? — At the close of me year. 

888. At what period of the year were the drafts drawn? — .4t different times. 

889. So that you retained in your possession the proceeds ot the bank post bills all me 

890. Were there many ?— There were half a dozen instances. I furnished Mr. Stickney 

with the number and amounts. . o tv- 

891. Have you furnished him with the dates on which you reiodged the amounts -"hio; 
because it is not probable that there were two sums of the same amount, and Mr. Mason 
took from me the bank receipts. 

892. Did. 
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8 !> 2 . Did you bring it into your account?— I did not. 

893. How did you adjust your account ? — It did not appear in the accounts. Mr. Mason 
desired me to put down the amount that the draft should have been for, and then by not 
entering the lodgment, the balance was adjusted. 

894. The bank account would not tell ? — The balance would not, but there would be a 
difference in the items. 

895. But how came the bank to take them, to give the altered sums ; how would they 
give a fresh bank post bill; and how would you be able to get a similar amount from the 
bank ?— I don’t know how that occurred. 

09G. I presume the net amounts were paid to the parties that you intended to pay? — 
They were paid. 

897. You must have been so uneasy at the circumstance, that you must know to whom 
they were paid ? — That is the reason why I can’t bring it to my memory. I was quite in 
a state of great anxiety. 

898. What year was that? — 1841. 

899. The fact of your being in so nervous a state would impress upon your memory how 
you were enabled to have tliose bank post bills cashed, in order to send the amount to the 
parties ? — I can’t remember. 

900. In what way could those be cashed without the intervention of the parties to whose 
order they were drawn ? — I conceived, by tiie bank cancelling the post bills, or the party 
signing them. 

901. The bank will not take them in lodgment, unless the parties’ signatures are to 
them ; you are aware of that, I presume ? — I am. 

902. Under these extraordinary circumstances, did you induce the bank by any means 
to take them back from you ? — I can’t recollect. 

903. Under ordinary circumstances, they will not, and their doing so must therefore 
have been an extraordinary circumstance ; and your memory don’t charge you ? — It does 
not. 

904. Would the bank take back a bank post bill for a large amount, give a small bill, 
and the difference in cash ?— They would, I conceive. 

905. They would not without knowing your person, I suppose? — They would not. 

906. You stated that they did not know you in the hank i — I don’t think they did ; but 
a person might make himself known on a particular occasion, if he had any particular 
object. I am unable to give any satisfactory account. 

907. Finding this, did you make the circumstance known to Mr. Mason? — I did not, for 
I was afraid of the consequences of my own mistake. 

908. And you stated that it was through him you received your appointment both to the 
railway and this Commission ? — Yes. 

909. Are you connected with Mr. Mason in any way? — No. 

910. Are we to infer that you kept these bills by you untill the end of the year — until you 
lodged the difference? — Yes. 

911. You did not cash them? — I can’t say; but either the bills or the proceeds were in 
the office. 

912. If the proceeds were in the office, the bills must have been cashed ? — Of course. 

913. One bill you sent back to Mr. Kenton ? — I said that liis name was one of the names 
of the persons with whom the mistake occurred. 

914. You stated that he was one of the parties that you sent the bills to, and that he 
sent them back to you ? — No ; I only meant to state he was one of the parties with whom 
the mistake occurred. 

915. Could you, ifyou saw the counterfoils, state the names of the parties that you sent 
the bills to, who signed them, and sent them back? — I could not state positively. 

916. Do you remember that a Mr. Kelly was one of them? — I think so. 

917. Are you able to say that you sent one or more to him ? — I am not able. 

918. Did you send all? — I did not. 

919. What became of those you did not send ? — I can’t give the whole account of it, my 
memory is not equal to it. 

920. When the end of the year anived, did you relodge the bank post bills that you had 
not sent to the country to individuals to get their signatures to them ? — 1 don’t recollect. 

921. You recollect if you paid the money back in money or in bank post bills ? — I do not 
recollect that either ; but I know the money was paid in. 

922. Are you aware whether Mr. Mason was in the habit of speculating? — I am not 
aware. 

923. Did you know anything of his private affairs ? — I did not know anything. 

924. Who were his bankers ? — Boyle, Low, Pirn St Company. 

925. For how long? — I can’t tell. I remember to have seen a draft of his with Mr. 
Deverell, by wliich i knew them to he his bankers. 

926. Do you know whether Mr. Mason was in the habit of taking office papers to his 
own house for any purpose ? — 1 think not ; I am not aware of his taking them from the 
Shannon office. 

927. Was he in the habit of working at home much ? — Not since the Commission opened ; 
I should judge not, from his general habits. 

928. Did you ever assist him at home in working at papers ■ — I did in 1838 or 1SS9 ; 
hut not since the Shannon Act passed. It was during the time he was making returns for 
the late Mr. Drummond, previous to the passing of the Act for the Shannon Commission. 
I was at his house for some time. 

251 . P 4 929. Where 



Mr. Francis Uaub'n. 



1 0 November 1 847. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




Mt. Francis RanAi’n. 



lo NoTemberi847. 



38 EVIDENCE TAKEN BEFORE THE COMMISSIONERS 

929. Where was he living then?— At Harcourt-terrace. I was never at his house at 
Dimdrum. 

930. Did you see him here the other day ? — I did. 

931. Where? — In this room. 

932. Did you see him after the accident in Dundrum ? — No, never. 

933. Did it ever occur to you that he was acting wrong in any way ? — Wlien I heard 
from Mr. King that the discrepancies existed a long time back, I knew that Mr. Mason must 
have been aware of tiiose matters ; and being aware of, and saying nothing about them, I 
knew he must have been a party to tliera. 

934. Why must he have been cognizant of them? — Because the bank books were lound 
in his possession. 

935. Now, having mentioned that circumstance about the over-payments, was it on that 
account that he kept the books from you ?— No; it was a year before that, and more, 
that he took the books from me. He took them in the beginning of 1840, and this occurred 
towards the close of 1841. Conceiving it to be my duty, in the first instance, to have the 
bank books made up regularly, and on being put in charge of the books, I sent them once 
a week to the bank to be nia'de up ; and the first intimation that I was not to do it was, 
heariiio- from Mr. Hornsby that Mr. Mason was aiigr^ that I sent the books out of the 
house, and desired me not to do so again without directions. Mr. Mason afterwards came 
up and asked me for them, and said the Commissioners desired him to keep the custody of 
them, to have a greater check on the regularity and correctness of the book-keeper. 

936. He assigned that as his reason ? — Yes. 

937. Did you doubt it at any time ? — No. • • j-j 

938. During the time Mr. Hornsby acted as accountant to the Shannon Commission, did 
Mr. Mason interfere with your accounts ?— I think he occasionally came and looked at the 
balances, as he did previously during his own accountantship. 

939. Who had charge of the bank pass-books during the time he acted, and afterwards 
in Mr. Hornsby’s timer— Mr. Mason had them. I told Mr. Hornsby so, and I think he 
went up to him for the purpose of getting them. I believed that there was an order that 
I should not have possession of them, so 1 did not think it necessary to ask further about 
them, and I understood that Mr. Hornsby went up and got tliem. 

940. Did Mr. Hornsby ever send you to the bank to inquire the balance ? — Never. 

941. Did he send Mr. Deverell, that you are aware of? — Never. 

942. Used Mr. Edward Corneille to bring the pass-books backwards and forwards . — I 
think not ; I had not a good opportunity of knowing how the business was done then. 

943. Did Mr. Hornsby interfere much with the duties of the book-keeper when he was 

accountant?— No ; he left me to myself very much. _ , tv.t fr 1, 

944. Who wrote the direction to acknowledge on the remittance letters . — Mr. hornsby 

or Mr. Mason. t -u- 

945. There generally was a minute of the Board for all payments . Yes, it was 
customary. 

946. On advances on account of contracts? — Yes. ; - 1 v i 

947. Do you remember any instance of paying them without a minute .—Yes, there' 

Tvere many instances. . 

948. Under what circumstances ?— When Mr. Harding certified a bill, it was considered 
equal to an order of the Commissioners ; and if they were away, or very much occupied, 
and the payment was required to be made urgently, it would be made on his certificate; 
but not under any other circumstances. 

949. Then this matter of form was carried into effect when the Commissioners returned . ■ 

sir ; it mio'ht be done in any cases where we had a doubt, or that was out of the 

usual^course ; biS we did not conceive it necessary to do so when Mr. Harding certified. 

950. As to the balance of the contract, did you get the approval of the Board before you 
paid it? — Yes; I know of no instance in which it was dispensed with. I know of no 
instance where a contractor was finally settled with without the Commissioners order. 

951. Did the Commissioners examine the documents when they made an, order for final 

payment ? — I can’t say. • « , . 

952. Was it a statement of your own, as book-keeper, that satisfied them . I cannot 
recollect their ever making orders on contractors’ bills without Mr. Harding having pre- 
viously examined them. None but an engineer would be competent to the examination ; 
but all the bills help to check each other. The bill immediately previous to the final one 
shows an amount due up to its date, and the difference between that and the final bill as 
certified will be the amount payable. By going back through the same processwith any of 
the bills, they will each be checked by the one immediately preceding in a similar manner. 

953. Those come to you to make the final payments? — Yes. 

954. Did you ever compare the sums paid to the contractors with the documents before 
you ?— I did ; that was considered a most important part of my duty. Mr. Williams or I 
checked the amount deducted for payments on account. I directed my particular atten- 
tion to it, and ascertained it to he correct, before the matter went to the Commissioners. 

955. Did you ever find any payment made that was not accounted for on the face of the 
contract? — No, never. 

956. You have certain parties you advanced money to on account, or your officers occa- 
sionally got money on estimate'? — Yes. 

957. How often did they render an account? — Immediately after the receipt. It would 
not be sent down until it was nearly due, and we got back the receipt in a few days. 

958. There 
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038. There were sales took place on the Shannon? — Yes. 

959. How were the proceeds of sales remitted? — By the parties making the sales j 
auctioneers, engineers, and collectors. 

900. What check had you on them? — In the first instance, they should have a proper 
authority for selling at a certain rate ; and when the sale took place, we saw that it was in 
accordance with the autlrority. 

901. If you got no remittances, had you aiiv mode of knowing if the sale was effected? 

—No, I think not. ' 

962. Then an engineer might make a sale, and there was no check on him, and he might, 
appropriate the money to his own use ?— It was possible, I think, that they could. 

963. Were those proceeds of sales brought to the account of rents and tolls?— Yes. 

964. Not in diminution of the payments on contracts ?— They might have been ; I don’t 
recollect a case, but I can’t say there was not. 

965. Used Mr. Gibbon to sit in the office with you ? — Yes. 

966. Was he a very intelligent man of business, knew what he was a.bout?— He was 
very careful and attentive ; but was not very efficient as a book-keeper. 

967. Was he much in communication with Mr. Mason? — No. 

968. Who was most in communication with him ? — I communicated with him princi- 
pally, but it was not easy to approach him. 

969. Did you always find it so? — I did always. 

970. fliat circumstance of the over-payment always preyed on your mind with respect 
to him ? Possibly it might; of course I could not forget the circumstance ; but it never 
interfered with me so as to make me do or leave undone anything. 

971. Or prevented you from bringing anything you might have observed to lio-ht?— 
Certainly not. 

972. Don t you conceive that if an account was rendered to the Commissioners of Audit, 
those frauds would have been found out?— Certainly. 

973. Do you think that operated with Mr. Mason in delaying the accounts? — I am now 
inclined to think so, for I think some of the accounts might have been forwarded more 
rapidly. 

974. Did it appear to you that he purposely interposed obstacles ?— I can’t say he did. 

976. The circumstance of removing Mr. Williams?— It might or might not be viewed 

m that light. He certainly had progressed considerably in that account when he was with- 
drawn. 

976. Was he withdrawn, do you know, with the sanction of the Board?— I have uo 
opportunity of knowing. We seldom saw the Commissioners unless they came in on an 
inspection. We communicated with the secretary and accountant ; we received instruc- 
tions from Mr. Hornsby and Mr. Mason, and acted on them without question. 

977. When letters were received from the Commissioners of Audit, were you in the habit 
of seeing them ? — Yes, Mr. Hornsby showed me one the other day written in 1845. 

978. Do you recollect Mr. Mason making any excuse about the accounts ?— I do recol- 
lect that the want of sufEcient hands in the office was given as a reason. 

979. Did you consider that a sufficient reason ? — It was at the time. 

980. AVhat time?— It was probably about 1843, or 1844, when the works were in the 
greatest degree of uncertainty. 

981. Did not the works commence in 1839 or 1840 ? — In 1840. 

982. Was it not possible that they might have made out one year’s account ?— If all the 

business of tlie service were done in the shortest possible way, and no unnecessary work 
gone through, it could have been done, but not under the system we were oblio-ed to 
follow under Mr. Mason’s orders. “ 

983. Where, in your opinion, are the frauds chiefly to be found?—! conceive in the trans- 
fers which ought to have been made, and were not made. 

984. The transfers from what account?— Either from the establishment, or the rents and 
tolls, to tlie works ; in fact, that is the only account in which there is any discrepancy in 
the balance. The rents and tolls account does not agree with the bank account in the 
particulai-s, but was made to balance at the end of 1845 for a purpose. 

986. At w'hat time ?— At the time of the preparation of the audit. The tolls account 
was made to balance. 

986. How did he do so?— By transfers. I can’t tell if it was from the establishment 
or works account. I have no means of looking at the accounts since this matter occurred. 

I conceived tliat the deficiency in the lodgments may have been covered by a ti-ansfer 
apparently made, and not actually carried out. I am led to form that opinion from the 
drafts being found in his possession that were never presented. The rents and tolls account 
got credit ibr it, and that would lessen the amount he had to account for under that account. 

987. According to the mode that was adopted, you showed that the autliority, in eveiy 
case, was obtained fi'om the Commissioners. But in a case of transfer, how would it be ?— 

It would be necessary to refer to the counterfoil of the draft, to the several items composinf>- 
the total already ordered by the Commissioners, and see it was for the purpose of repaying' 
a temporary advance. ° 

988. How did you become aware that the rents and tolls account was balanced at the end 
of 1845 ?— I don’t recollect the circumstance ; but I have a recollection, I think, that Mr. 
Williams told me. He kept those accounts during that time, and I am not able to answer 
it. I think lie told me it was balanced to that period. 

989. Lately, or some time ago? — Some time ago. 

25^' G 890. How 
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990. How do you think Mr. Williams became acquainted with it? — ^"fhe discrepancy? 

991. No, the balance ? — I don’t know. 

992. Yon would have been the medium of communication ? — Although it was tlie general 
practice, it was not always the case during the latter period of 1845 ; the last half of it. 
Mr. Williams was removed down stairs, and all the rents and toll books, they were brought 
under Mr. Mason’s immediate eye. I was still up stairs in the office with Mr. Richard 
Mulvany, and it was during that time that this account was set in hands and pre- 
pared. Afterwards we were' all brought down to tlie one office, when the Commissioners 
wanted this office for other purposes. We were very much crowded for room. I was 
always of opinion that sufficient considei-ation was not given to the convenience of the 
clerks in keeping the accounts of the Shannon Commission. We were constantly being 
removed, and the books were kept lying about. 

993. You believe that the frauds are entirely in the bank account?— I do believe it, 
because I am satisfied that our own books are correct ; that nothing of an error of any 
amount could arise. 

994. You believe your books to be correct ? — There might be a trifling error ; but as to 
an error of any moment, I have no fear of a discovery. 

995. What is the latest date you tried them ? — To the middle of J une. 

996. You state they were not posted beyond June last ; is that tlie case ? — Yes, because 
the whole of the work was thrown on my shoulders. I was not able to do all the work, and 
keep up the books. They were continually changing the clerks ; in the course of a few weeks 
the one clerk would be changed three or four times; and they would require to be taught 
their business when they came in, and when they were efficient at it, they were removed. 
All the duty of teaching devolved on me, for thei-e was no one else in the office that was there 
from the commencement ; Mr. 'Mulvany, Mr. Gibbons, and Mr. Williams, were all removed. 

997. You were the only one left in the office with a knowledge of the business ?— Yes. 

998. Did you keep your debits entered ready ? — Yes, I kept all the subsidiary books 
entered, because I found it necessary. 

999. Both of receipts and payments? — Yes. ' 

1000. Why was that necessary ? — Because I could not tell what I had in the bank, if I 
had not that done. 

1001. Were you often asked 1 — Yes. 

1002. You don’t think Mr. Mason required the bank pass-books for his balances ? — 
Yes ; I thought he took my balances for the purpose of comparing. 

1003. Did^it ever strike you that you had a large balance on your accounts ?— Yes, tlie 
works account always had a large balance on it ; which I represented once or twice to Mr. 
Mason when he proposed to apply for a further issue. He told me it was necessary, as 
there mio-ht be delay in issuing money from the Treasury, and he expected large demands. 

1004. That was his excuse ? — Yes. 

1005. Did you find that he repeatedly reduced it ? — No. 

1006. Did you find any transfer come to you to be made soon after that? — I don’t 
recollect. It might have been so. 

1007. What year, have you any idea, is there the greatest chance of those frauds having 
arisen in ? — I have no idea. 

1008. In 1840 you have a larger balance in the bank than you have in your books. It 
may have arisen from those very drafts that were signed and not paid?— They did not.go 
into my books until they were given to the parties in payment. 

1009. Until you saw the parties’ receipt, or the solicitor’s statement? — Yes. There may 
have been drafte paid away, and not presented at the bank to account for the difference ; 
more especially because a great many of them were paid away in the country. 

1010. In making up your annual accounts for Parliament you have on one occasion a very 
considerable balance ; did he say any thing to you regarding that balance ?— I can’t recollect 
any thing of it. I do not know in what year it was. 

1011. Do you remember, on finding in one of those accounts that there was a balance, 
that he thought it better to make a transfer to reduce that balance ? — I do not ; but it was 
customary to make a payment at the end of each year to 'get rid of the interest to the 
Board of'Works on a loan, bv getting rid of the principal as much as we could afford. 

1012. What was the general extent of the balances; the greatest?— I should say 

1013. Did you consider that a large balance ?— It was probably an average balance ; but 

I thought it unnecessarily large. _ . t i i_ t , i , ^ tvt 

1014. Yon could estimate the payments coming on you? — 1 thought 1 could ; but Mr. 
Mason had means of intelligence from which be expected demands I knew nothing of. 

1015. When you asked money from the Treasury, did you send the amount of the 
balances?- No; the practice was to draw out a warrant, which was signed by two 
Commissioners. Mr. Mason always directed it to be drawn out, and got it sigued by 
the Commissioners. 

lOlC. Did the Commissioners ever ask for a balance? — If they did, it was through Mr. 
Mason. They very rarely communicated with me. 
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Thursday, 11th November 1847. 

Mr. John J. King, Re-examined. 

1017. YOU have something, I understand, to state to us? — Last evening Mr. Hornsby- 
put into my hands a letter which he received from Mr. John Kelly, a collector in the 
country, concerning some post bills, said to be remitted to him by Mr. Rankin. This letter 
admits one post bill, but denies the others alluded to, which I think I saw in the bank, and 
which were stated to bear this endorsement. Mr. Hornsby put the letter into my hands, 
that I might make an examination of it here. 

1018. At the bank ? — Here and at the bank. 

1019. Could you ascertain, as to this, correctly? — I think I could. 

1020. You have that letter in your posse.ssion ? — I have it above stairs. 

1021. You propose going to the bank to work it out? — I propose going through the 
journal, and ascertaining the purport of the remittances, and then going to the barm, and 
getting a sight of the returned post bills. 

1022 . Have you seen the paper handed in by Mr. Stickney, showing the amount and 
number of certain drafts? — I have. 

1023. Have you seen a paper delivered to one of the Commissioners, bedring Mr. 
Rankin’s signature, and endorsed by Mr. Mason? — I have not; but I heard of it. 

1024. Have you had a copy of this paper of Mr. Rankin’s, showing the numbers of the 
drafts, and the amounts he returned to the bank ? — I have a copy of it. 

1025. On comparing those two documents, in the one delivered by Mr. Rankin to Mr. 
Stickney there are eight drafts mentioned, and in the other document handed in there are 
only six drafts ; now it would be necessaiy to investigate the two di-afts mentioned by Mr. 
Rankin and not in the other document ? — It is on the two first that the matter hinges. 

1020. The third is one of the number not in the other paper ; the first and third ? — It is 
the third. 

1027. Look to the first and third, as those numbers are not mentioned in the second 
document handed in? — Very well ; perhaps in order to give me greater facility in getting 
possession of the document, a line to the secretary of the bank would cause them to peraiit 
me to take away the post bills, giving them an accountable receipt for them. 

1028. Is there any course we could pursue, and you could suggest, to facilitate the 
inquii y ? — I had better state the mode I adopted. As soon as I got possession of the pass- 
books I collated them with the cash accounts in the ledgers, and found out the discre- 
pancies ; and as soon as I did, I looked for the corresponding drafts, and marked them. I 
went tlirough all that were to be found, without any exception ; I examined the endorse- 
ment of each, thinking I might see some discrepancies in the filling up of the names. 

1029. These are the retuni drafts? — Yes. I have gone through the whole of them, and 
I think I have found out all the discrepancies that have occurred. I think if you were to 
get a list of drafts in which discrepancies have been discovered, and afterwards examine 
the cross drafts in payment of advances, you will find out the whole matter. Afterwards, 
I would suggest, the amounts and balances should be made out for several years ; and that 
all drafts lor the same amounts, drawn w ithin a few days of each other, should be examined, 
as they may be fictitious. In this way I don’t think it will require a long time to ascertain 
the amount embezzled. 

1030. Have you the return drafts and pass-books for the whole time? — I have. 

1031. That -was in doubt ? — Yes. There are some that are not to be found. 

1032. V hat have you done about them ? — I have taken a note that they were missing. 

1033. Can the bank supply the deficiency? — It can. We have all the bank books to 
refer to respecting the missing drafts. 

1034. The bank supplies you with missing statements? — They did. We at first could 
not find all tlie pass-books, and we applied for copies of the baii£. payments and receipts ; 
and although we afterwards found the books, we thought, as the bank did not generally give 
particulars in the books, it would be better to get those returns to facilitate the inquiiy. 

1035. Have you kept a detailed copy of your comparison with the entries? — I merely 
took a copy of the differences discovered between the pass-book and the ledger. 

1036. Who assisted you ? — I had tliree or four assisting me. 

1037. Have you not intrusted the comparison to others ? — No ; I took every draft into 
my own liand, and examined it personally. 

1038. Have you looked for a trial balance of the Shannon ledger? — I have not had time. 
There are no entries of balances in the journal, as usual. 

1039. As to the books, if a trial balance was put into your hands on a given day, would 
you feel satisfied with the correctness of the books ? — If the books alone were concerned, 
I should. I should say a trial balance would be a correct index of the books, but not of 
the cash, without reference to the bank account. 

1040. To prove their correctness, you would not think it necessaiy to make out an entire 
trial balance? — No. The books are well kept; but I tliink the book-keeper failed in his 
duly, in not ascertaining the balance in bank. 

1041. Look at that document {document iiroduced), and could you tell me is that a 
proper account of balances? — I could not depend on this, or give au opinion, because a 
mistake might occur on either side, as there are no amounts given, but balances only. 

1042. In investigating the correctness of the books, you would not be satisfied without 
the amount accounts I — Certainly not. 
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1043. Would it be very laborious to make out a trial balance of all the accounts? — 
1 think not ; I think it might be done. 

1044. If you were called on to forward an account to the Audit-office, should you consider 
it necessary to give a complete copy of every debit and credit entry in detail ? — No. 

1045. In what form would you prepare it? — The usual mode adopted here was, I think, 
a good one : first showing the receipts, and whence received ; and then detailing every 
voucher, or an abstract statement of it ; showing a complete discharge, and the balance 
unappropriated, or over expended, as the case might be. 

1046. r on would not, in such an account, insert a detail of each voucher? — No, I would 
give the number and amount in every account. 

1047. Without arranging it in a classified form? — We have been accustomed to arrange 
it under a classified form, but I did not consider it necessary. It prolongs the making out 
of the accounts without an adequate advantage. 

1048. Look at that account, and see if that is the form in which you would prepare an 
account for the Audit-office ? — I like the classification very well ; but I tliink there is too 
much detail that would occupy too much time. It is very easy to give those details when 
you have vouchers before you. 

1049. As it is required that there should be a detailed account for the Audit Board, could 
you give such an account as that ? — I could give an account, but not like this, as it would 
occupy too much time; but we could showeach separate account, not so detailed, but quite 
as correct. 

1050. Have you looked into the Shannon accounts ? — I have not. 

Edward Hornsby, Esq., Re-examined. 

1051. I BELIEVE you have some papers to hand in, Mr. Hornsby; there are two letters 
to be handed in, martied “ M ” and “ N ” ? — Yes ; one a letter to the Post-office, and the 
other to the two banks ; here they are {documents handed in). 

1052. You stated you would hand in instructions for remitting tolls ? — (Witness then 
handed in a small Booh containing the instructions referred to). 

1053. And a rent roll ? — I have them up stairs, but they are rolls of parchment, showing 
rents and tolls payable in each district, all the particulars, and verified in the usual way. 

1054. We wished a statement of the rents, or an abstract, to have an exact statement of 
the rent roll at the present moment, to show the property the Commissioners have, and what 
they are receiving ; would it be a long statement ? — No, it would not. 

1055. What we want is, the rents of the property, received by the Commissioners. — I can 
give that, and tell the arrears to a penny. 

1066 . Describe this property, the annual rent roll, and, in another column, the rents in 
arrear. — Before I do so i will show you the present form we have. 

1067. Yes; take care we do not do the work twice over. — I am inclined to think they 
are prepared. 

1068 . Where are the letters from the Audit Board? — Here. (Letters referred to handed 
in). 1 am not quite sure that every letter is in that, because they refer to some letters 
I have not got. 

1059. They are all you traced by your books ? — They are all, and the last on the second 
page is most important. 

1060. What is the first letter? — l4th February 1843. (Letters of the \<kth of February, 
and 2ath of February 1843, and Treasury correspondence of June 1844, and original Trea- 
sury directions for making up accounts, handed in.) 

1061. You were to inquire into a statement produced as to the lodgment of money? — 

I understood from you when I explained that, you would take your own means to ascertain 
as to those payments. When I asked as to going to the Post-office, I thought you intended 
to take the matter up. 

1062 . You handed in letters refering to the National and Provincial Banks, and the 
Post-office, dated 2 d February 1842 ; we want to know the practice before that ? — I can’t 
give any information without going to the Post-office, and making inquiries, which I could 
easily do. 

1063. We have no evidence of your inquiries at the Post-office as to Mr. Mason’s lodging 
of money? — They will refer to the one matter I wanted to trace, from 1839 to 1840, the 
course of proceeding, and I can’t do this without a letter, for they won’t give information 
without an order. 

1064. Preliminary to writjng that letter you will state what steps you have taken? — 
On the 9th I went to the Post-office, and fiad an interview with the head of the Money- 
order office, and inquired the mode in which the Shannon Commissioners’ Post-office 
orders were paid. I inquired of Mr. Creagh, and he produced a letter directing them to 
be paid on the joint signature of myself and Mr. Corneille, for a certain period ; and sub- 
sequent to that, upon the endorsement of the secretary and accountant, payable to bearer, 
i twice asked him who was in the habit of receiving the money, on which he called in the 
pay-clerk, who stated that Mr. Mason invariably received the cash for those orders. He 
inquired from the pay-clerk whether he would not have paid Mr. Hornsby, and he was 
answered “ No,” as he did not know Mr. Hornsby, and Mr. Mason had been identified. 
Mr. Creagh then promised to give me any information that I required to satisfy you as to 
the money having been paid to Mr. Mason ; but yesterday I received a visit from the first 
clerk, stating that they declined to cive this information without an order from the Com- 
missioners of Inquiry or of Public Works. I believe that is all that is material. 

1065. That is with reference to the remittances from the country? — Yes. 
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Mr. Edward Powell, Examined. 

1066. YOU are employed in the Board of Works office? — Yes. 

1067. Were you ever in the Shannon-office ?— I was never there in any official capacity. 

1068. What is your employment here?— My employment here, for the last 19 months, 
is drawing drafts for the bank, and remittances generally. 

1069. As what shall I describe you?— As supernumerary clerk in the accountant’s de- 
partment. 

1070. There is a table in that room ? — There is. 

1071. Will you state the circumstances connected with it, and how you got it? — When 
first I joined the Board of Works, I beg leave to mention, I was below stairs employed in 
the book-keeper’s office. Then we were ordered above stairs ; and when we were ordered 
ahove, our desks were not moved up, and we were obliged to make the best conveniences 
for ourselves we could ; and in the office now occupied by Mr. Stickney I went in with four 
other gentlemen, Mr. Manifold, Mr. Gibson, and Mr. Hickson; and Mr. Mason was also 
in this office. At this time we were doing our usual business, the business of the day, and 
then I was moved down to the office I am at present in, a small office ; and upon being 
removed down there, Mr. Mason lent me a table, which table I at present use, and have 
been since writing at it. On my going down, I asked Mr. Mason for the keys of the 
drawers of this table, and he told me he could not let me have the keys until such time as 
he got a place to put the papers in; and from that to the present I never heard more on 
the subject, until Mr. Stickney brought the keys to my office, and found, I suppose, what 
he was in search of. Until that day, I never saw the drawers opened ; and the papers in 
it were covered with dust, and dirty. 

1072. Did Mr. Mason ever come to your room? — Yes, but while I had the table he 
never, to my knowledge, had access to it ; I never saw any person apply keys to those 
drawers, nor did ( know what they contained any more than you do. 

1073. Are you aware what gave rise to the examination of those drawers? — I am not, 
and did not know a single thing until Mr. Stickney came down with keys, and said he 
came to ^en the drawers. 

1074. Did Mr. Beatty sit in your room ? — Not since I was in my present office, but at 
the time I was in Mr. Stickney’s office he was in that office, but there was such a change- 
ing backwards and forwards that I can’t describe exactly who the parties were removed 
out of it, leaving Mr. Beatty and some young men and me in it. 

1075. Did Mr. Beatty ever make any remark to you respecting those drawers? — Never 
to my knowledge ; all the establishment men knew that that table was Mr. Mason’s, and 
the men in the Shannon must have known it to be Mr. Mason’s property. 

1076. Are you still at that table? — I am, but the drawers are taken out, and I have 
never seen them since. 

1077. When you applied for the keys he did not give you any idea of the nature of its 
contents? — Not the slightest; he saiS when he got a place to put the papers in, he would 
let me have the keys, and I never spoke to him since on the subject. 

1078. Is there no communication you could make to us to throw light on this subject ? — 
Being a supernumerary, I knew nothing of the working of the Shannon, and am soiTy I 
could give no infonuation ; tJie only thing I can say is this, that I have been the most 
stationary supernumerary in the concern, every one of them have been changed from office 
to office but myself, and I think the reason of my stability is, that my being placed in the 
position of the post bill department, and drawing drafts on the bank, that I was left sta- 
tionary ; I consider it was my stationary position that kept that table with me, because if I 
was moved I could not have taken it with me, and if I had gone away, there is no telling 
where it might have gone. 

1079. Will you be kind enough to state the present system of seudiug bank post bills ? — 
An order comes to me to pay certain individuals on abstracts ; I take and draw a draft on 
the Bank of Ireland for the amount of the abstracts ; and before two o’clock I send a state- 
ment to the bank, saying, I want 50 I, for such a person, and 40 1. for such a person, as the 
case may be ; and they are preparing those bills according to my orders. My drafts are 
then taken to the Commissioners, and signed by them; and afterwards taken by Mr. 
Corneille to the bank to release the post bills I ordered. Then, at lialf-past four or five 
o’clock, those post bills come to me witli my original docket, so that each party’s name 
is on this document, and the amount to it. 'Then I take those, cut them in halves, place 
the first halves in the remittance letters, taking down the numbers on tlie letter, as well as 
on the duplicate, and keeping tiie remaining halves until the first are acknowledged. I 
send the first halves in a letter-bag, with my seal on it ; and there is another corresponding 
seal in the Post-office where the seal is examined ; and then the letters go to the proper 
parties. The second part is this : I have the remaining half bills locked up until the person 
acknowledges the receipt of the first halves. When I get that, I send the second halves, 
which completes the transaction. 

1080. That appears a very satisfactory arrangement. — I should mention, that previous to 
Mr. Stickney’s rules coming into operation, we sent whole post bills, thinking that if they 
did not get them, we had seven days to get payment of them stopped ; but we found that the 
parties getting them were indifferent in sending receipts. They said, “ We have o-ot our 
bills, and don’t care about sending receipts.” So to put a stop to this, we made up our 
mind to send half bills ; and the consequence is we get our receipts with more correctness. 

1081. Did you do so for security or convenience? — Both one and the other. 
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1082. Principally to get back the receipts? — Principally j but this mode increased the 

1083^ The division of the note was principally to get back the receipt ? — Yes. 

1084. Under that arrangement a common bill would answer as well as a post bill? — It 
would. For instance, I get orders to pay matters iu London and Livei-pool. If we want 
to pay 40 1. or 50 1. in Liverpool or London, I cut them in two halves, and desire them to 
acknowledge the first halves, before the second are sent. 

1085. Have you many of those half notes remaining in your possession? — I have. 

1086. Have you any of the old ones ? — Very few ; and we have written to the parties to 
acknowledge the first halves, and got no answers. 

1087. Have you in those cases written to the post office for the half notes? — No, I have 
not. 

1088. Have you to deal with letters of credit as well as bank post bills? — Latterly all 
the banking business, and the letters of credit business, is carried on in my office. Mr. 
Stickney thought proper to bring all into my office. I have the letters of credit, bills, town 
payments, and post-office orders, all in my office. 

1089. Mr. Gibbons sits with you in your room ? — No ; 1 don’t know him at all. He is 
in the Shannon department. 



Air. Bandall Gibbons, Examined. 

1090. WHAT is your situation in the office? — I am in the piers and harbours office. 

1091. What is your designation ?—I am Clerk. 

1092. Are you a supernumerary clerk? — A clerk in the Board of Works. 

1093. An established clerk? — Yes. 

1094. What office did you hold under the Shannon Commission ?— -As clerk. 

1095. When were you removed? — On the amalgamation of the two, a little better than 

twelve months ago. , tt , 

1090. Did you perform any duties connected with the Shannon since then ?— Very little, 
chiefly in writing letters, and then I was sent to the piers and harbours department. 

1097. What was the nature of your duty on the Shannon Commission ?— First when I 
joined I did the secretary’s business; but'in the financial room, and I was occasionally 
checking accounts for Mr.' Rankin, the book-keeper ; and tlien he afterward gave me the 
establishment account to keep ; and he then put me to the rents and tolls, which I kept 
for a short time, under his instructions. 

1098. Was that during the time Mr. Williams was in the same room with you?— Yes. 

1099. He was not then on the rents and tolls ?— He was employed checking accounts for 
the Works department. 

1100. Didyoukeepthejournal?— 1 did. 

1101. You posted from the journal? — I did, under Air. Rankin. 

1102. As you were connected with the rents and tolls, state the process of registry; 
when a sum was received from any of the toll collectors, how you became aware of it ? — 
They used to come up in remittance letters from the respective stations, directed to the 
accountant; either to the accountant or secretai-y ; but they did not come up to our office. 

1103. To the accountant? — I think it was to the accountant. I can’t say positively. 

1104. Was the address on the remittance letters or on an envelope ? — On an envelope. 
They never came up to us until after they were opened. They came up to us in a portable 
messenger. 

1105. From the secretary or accountant? — They were both in the same room. 

1106. The secretary and accountant to theShannon Commission sat in one room? — Yes. 

1107. During what period ? — Until the junction with the present Board. They came in 
those letters from the respective stations, and the letters of credit would not be in them 
when we got them. The remittance letters came up with “ acknowledge receipt ” on the 
corner of them, signed “ H. J. M.” It was then acknowledged, and entered in the books 
from that. 

1108. From the counterfoil of the acknowledged letter? — No; from the letter of credit 
itself. 

1109. From the remittance letter ? — Yes. 

1110. Did you not see the remittance itself ?— No, they were always taken out below. 
It was markei “ acknowledge receipt.” 

111]. Could you state anything that would throw light on the matter in any way?— 
No, I was not in that position ; I was not very clear at the books, and I acted entirely under 
Mr. Rankin’s directions. 

1112. Did Mr. Alason come much into your.room? — Not often, he was occasionally, but 
when he did, he came to Air. Rankin to look over his hooks. 

1113. Did you ever notice that he was particular as to Mr. Rankin having his books 
posted ? — I have heard him particular about it, and asking were they posted. 

1114. Did he ask about the balances ? — Yes, frequently. 

1115. Did you ever see a bank pass book in his room? — Never, in our room. 

1116. Used you to have the return cheques sent to your room ? — I think some of them 
belonging to the establishment were there when the return was made to the Audit-office ; 
but they only belonged to the establishment account. There was a return of the establisii- 
ment forwarded to the Audit-office for one year. 

1117. Do you remember for what period ? — It was many years ago, I do not know the 
period. 

1118. Did 
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1118. Did you inquire from the cashiers, Mr. Corneille or Mr.Deverell, for an acknow- 
ledgment from the bank of the sums remitted ? — No, I was not instructed to do so ; I acted 
under the directions of Mr. Rankin. 

1119. \J)Qcv.me.nts fToduced^ Were those papers ever laid before you when you took 
care of the rents and tolls ? — No, Sir. ' 

1120. When did you join? — Two days previous to the expiration of i840, and I cannot 
say how long I was in the office before 1 got the books; but the books would tell. 

1121. What period were you keeping them ? — About 12 months, as I recollect. 

1122. Did you keep them until you left the office? — I did, and I was then put into Mr. 
Hornsby’s department. 

1123. This was before the junction of the two Boards? — Yes. 

1124. Did you ever hear Mr. Rankin remark that it was an extraordinaiy circumstance 
that Mr. Mason never allowed him to compare his balances with the pass books ? — I heard 
him say that Mr. Mason always kept the books. Mr. Rankin was a very silent man. 

1125. Do you remember any circumstances connected with the making-up of accounts 
Ibr the Audit Board; a fault being found witli Mr. Rankin for not being able to prepare 
accounts for that Board? — No, 1 did not; I heard of them requiring accounts from the 
Audit-office of the works, and I heard Mr. Rankin say it would take an immense time, and 
a great additional staff of clei'ks. 

112G. Do you recollect the time he stated this ? — I really do not. 

1127. Were you in the Shannon office during the time Mr. Hornsby was in it ? — I was. 

1 128. Did Mr. Hornsby interfere much with Mi'. Rankin in the preparation of accounts ? 
— No ; I do not think he is an accountant, and he did not interfere much in the matter. 

1129. You were in the finance department? — I was for a time, and was then removed to 
Mr. Horasby’s department. 

1130. Did Mr. Mason interfere with your accounts, or inquire into them, during that 
joeriod ? — I heard him often do so. 

1131. Although he was not accountant to the Shannon Commission, he did so? — I heard 
he did so. 

1132. Did you ever for any time sit in the same room with Mr. Hornsby? — No; Mr. 
Hornsby always had an office to himself, with the exception of the time Mr. Mason sat with 
him. Mr. M ason and Mr. Hornsby always occupied the one office during Mr. Mason’s con- 
tinuance in the Shannon. 

1133. Do you remember Mr. Mason being away for any lengthened period? — Only for 
a few days, and that was twice in consequence of going to collect rents. 

1134. During the period of his absence did any gentleman take up his duties? — Mr. 
Rankin did all the duty then. I do not know that there were any additional duties to be 
done. 

1136. The lodgment of money, for instance? — I do not know anytliing about it; I had 
nothing to do with it, and I would say Mr. Corneille attended to that. 

Colonel Jones, Re-examined. 

1136. I WISH to read to you a part of Mr. Williams’s evidence, and ask you a question 
upon it. 

“ 415. Did it ever occur to you, while keeping these accounts of the rents and tolls, that 
tliere was anything unsatisfactory going on ? — I Imd my doubts of certain sums. I thought 
it was strange that we should not be furnished with better information on the subject; but 
I was delicate in interfering, as I knew the implicit confidence that existed in that depart- 
ment. On one occasion I went to Mr. Hornsby and told him of my misgivings, and spoke 
to him of having the lodgments compared with the bank books, and having an alteration in 
the system made. He said he could advise nothing, and the matter dropped. 

" 416. Did you ever speak to any one else on the subject? — I went to the Board room to 
sjieak to Colonel Jones, but I think 1 said no more than that a large balance was in bank 
to the rents and tolls. He said he would speak to Mr. Mason on the subject. Colonel 
Jones’s manner was very curt with those not immediately under him. With his clerks he 
held Jio communication. 

“ 417. Did you suggest any mode to Mr. Hornsby ; any mode to ascertain the correct- 
ness of the balances ? — No ; he seemed dissatisfied with the state of things himself. 

“ 418. With you for bringing them forward ? — No; but he was dissatisfied himself, and 
stated he could do nothing.” 

1137. Do you recollect that circumstance ? — I do not; I have no recollection of it ; Ido 
not recollect the circumstance. If Mr. Williams mentioned to me any irregularities con- 
nected with the accounts I should immediately have communicated with Mr. Mason, and 
I have no doubt that I did so. If Mr. 'Williams’s communication had been of such a nature 
as to throw a doubt upon the integrity of Mr. Mason in respect to the lodgments of bank 
accounts, I should have immediately called for the books, and have satisfied myself by per- 
sonal inspection; if I did not do so, it was because I felt satisfied that there was only an 
irregularity in transacting business in the office. 

1138. I think his observation referred to the amount of the balance of the rents and 
tolls account? — If he did that I should have immediately called for it, because I found 
that the rents and tolls was the only thing that could be touched, as the monies drawn 
from the works were only drawn by cheques, and the other was paid in by remittances. 
Tire navigation, when we took it up, was in a very bad and neglected state, and by an 
Act of Parliament the surplus tolls were to be applied to the repairs of the navigation. 
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The money for the works was specific, &nd not for repairs ; therefore, whenever there was 
a report for repairs on the part of the navigation, the firet thing I did was to call for a state- 
, ment of the rents and toils account, to see the balances available ; and Mr. Mason could 
never, at any one time, be cei-tain that he would not be detected if the bank books were 
called for by me. ' 

1139. When you speak of funds you had to work with, did you mean the rents and tolls 
balances ? — Yes. 

1140. That you could make payments for works out of them ? — Only for repairs, such as 
general business, canal banks, lock-houses, and locks on the navigation. Tlie navigation 
was divided into the Limerick Navigation, and Grand Canal Navigation, and the Upper 
Navigation, on which there was everything established. 

1141. These were expenses chargeable to the rents and tolls ? — Yes. When the Com- 
missioners took up the Limerick Navigation there was a debt of 14,000 or 15,000 Z. due 
to the Board of Works ; and we, every year, as the funds permitted, pay an instalment or 
interest. It was done at the close of the year, wlien we saw what we could spare. 

1 142. Have you paid it off? — No ; it has been a great drawback. 

1143. Will you explain the nature of the r^ayments stated in the Sixth Report of the 
Commissioners for Improving the Shannon. Tliere is a return, furnished by the Paymaster 
of Civil Services, of the several sums remitted to him during the year ending 3 1st of Decem- 
ber 1344, by individuals in repayment of advances by the Commissioners for the Improve- 
ment of tlie River Shannon, pursuant to the 2d & 3d of Victoria, chapter 61 ? — By the 
Act of Parliament, one-half of the great works on the Shannon was to be paid for by a free 
grant; the whole sum to be advanced in the first instance by Government ; one half was to 
be repaid by instalments, according to the sum expended on the works in each county. 
Between each assizes we made a certificate to the different courts of assize, that there was 
so much due for principal and interest on such a date, and they make their repayments to 
Mr. Kennedy, the Paymaster of Civil Services, direct. That is the course, as far as concerns 
the county ; but it states there are repayments by individuals also. There are certain 
works executed on the Shannon, below Limerick, and it appears that such individuals as 
wished to have piers erected on their property, they w'ould get a free grant, as recommended 
and approved of by Parliament, the whole sum being advanced by Government. We cer- 
tified to some of those individuals the sums they were to pay, and those repayments were 
the repayments for the sums advanced by Government, and were made direct to Mr. Ken- 
nedy in like manner. I won’t say they were all sent direct to Mr. Kennedy ; some may 
have been paid in here. 

1144. Your certificate established the. sums payable ? — Yes ; there were 12 or 14 coun- 
ties, and these required a separate calculation, with principal and interest, twice a year. 

1145. In the event of that money being paid in here, what would you do with if? — Pay 
it over to Mr. Kennedy. 

1146. Did you furnish him with an account of your receipts? — Tire certificates were 
furnished to him. 

1147. He had a perfect knowledge of what ought to be paid in ? — He had. 

1148. He had the power of enforcing repayments ? — He had. 

1149. Not through you? — Not directly; our certificate goes down to the treasurer of 
the county ; the jury are bound to find a presentment. 

1150. You have done with it ? — Yes; and the returns in that book are a copy of the returns 
he has. 

1161 . Does he furnish a return of what remains to be paid ? — I think there is a column 
showily that. 

[Colonel Jones remained during the examination of Mr. Griffith, and made some 
explanations, tvJiich will be found in that gentleman’s testimony.] 



Richard Griffith, Esq., one of the Commissioners of the Board of Public Works, Examined. 

1152. IS there anything you would wish to state to us concerning this matter? — I did 
not interfere in the actual payment of money ; I had nothing to do with it ; but as a Com- 
missioner, I signed drafts, the signatures of two being required. The drafts were laid 
before us ; and! find Mr. Mason got the money matters into his hands more completely 
than we were aware of. 

1153. It occurred to us, that cheques might be drawn and not given to the contractors ? 
— I think that must have been impossible, because the contractors were paid fortnightly or 
monthly. They got what we called subsistence : monthly accounts were certified by the 
engineers, and the amount actually expended ; and every three months there was a regular 
measurement, and the whole account cleared up to that time ; and those accounts were all 
paid. 

1154. When you paid the balance at the end of three months, did you require a certifi- 
cate of what was paid ? — The whole appeared on the face of the accounts, the three months’ 
account appeared, and \vas made up to the end of the quarter. 

(Colonel Jones .) — I would wish to explain as to those accounts. When we first began on 
the Shannon, the contractors used to send up the bills here. We made them make them 
out themselves, and give them to the engineers, who had the power to strike out such 
charges as they thought they were not entitled to. Then the engineer has his own private 
paper with the Commissioners, stating why he struck them out; and then the contractor, 
if he was satisfied, sent the bill up without observation ; and if he was not, he generally 

came 
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came up with it himself ; and there was a personal explanation. The accounts were always 
carried on from one to another, and we knew the whole sums received. 

1155. (To Colonel Jones.) If you had a certified statement on paying the final sums, you 
must have been right? — We had it every time; and until we did that there was no eni of j 
trouble ; and it placed the engineer in a very independent position. Those people tried to 
impose on the engineers; in fact, a bill never came up, that tliere was not a fight. 

(Mr. Griffith.) A circumstance occurred wliich 1 should mention. I looked over the 
drafts which were altered, and there is one apparently signed by Colonel Jones ; but I think 
I could swear it was a forgery. 

1156. (To Mr. Griffith.) Another one ? — No ; one of those which were before you. I 
am not sure of Sir John Burgoyne’s signature, but I am sure the colonel’s name is not his 
signature. 

1157. The 400 1. one is not altered ? — But the writing was not perfect, perhaps, when the 
draft was signed. 

1158. You must have found that the figures in the draft and counterfoil corresponded '. 
— It would be quite easy to leave a space, and prefix an additional sum afterwards. There 
is no change in the writing, but there is in the figures. 

1159. Be kind enough to state as to your signing blank cheques. Itfrequently happened 
that I was obliged to leave town during a period Sir John Burgoyne was absent ; and as it 
was necessary that two Commissioners should sign every draft, in such cases I was in the 
habit of signing blank drafts, knowing that they could not be used until they were signed 
by another Commissioner. 

1160. 1 presume the bank would not cash a cheque unless it had two signatures? — No; 
there was never an instance of it. 

(Colonel Jones.) I wish to bring to your mind that there was an instance when they did, 
on special application, upon the signature of one Commissioner and the accountant ; for I 
was taken down there once, to put the second signature to it. 

1161. (To Mr. Griffith.) 1 do now recollect this instance. It was paid on the one 
signature, on the understanding tliat the second Commissioner’s would be put to it after- 
wards. I remember it was during the distress, and I wrote a letter about it to the bank. 

(Colonel Jones.) They did it two or three times during the distress. 

(Mr. Griffith.) On one occasion I knew of it having been done, when Colonel Jones 
was out of town, and he signed the next day. 

.7. C. Walker, Esq., -Secretary to the Commissioners of Public Works, Examined. 

1162. WILL you have the goodness to state what you like, to put on our minutes regard- 
ing this business? — I think it right to have recorded that I had exceedingly little or no 
connexion with the Shannon department : as, on my appointment as secretary, in March 
1846, I was informed by Colonel Jones, that as Mr. Hornsby had been appointed assistant 
secretary there should be a division of labour; and that he should attend to his former 
business ; and that I need not, except in his absence, interfere. 

1163. I think you acted for some lime as accountant in the Shannon Commission? — No, 
not on any occasion. 

1164. Under the Board of Works? — I was the first accountant to the Board of Works, 
and was so for 1 1 years, until I was made secretary. There is one circumstance which 
occurred to me whilst accountant under the Board of Works, that, as I mentioned it in 
another place, I would wish to mention to you. About four years ago there was a 
suggestioji made to Sir John Burgoyne, as chief Commissioner of the board of Works, 
to allow one of his officers, Mr. Daniel Corneille, who is our chief clerk, to audit the 
accounts of the Shannon Commissioners, called the accounts for rents and tolls. Mr. 
Henry Payne was secretary to the Commissioners of Public Works at the time; and he 
thought it an odd sort of application, and he came to me, as accountant. I thought it was 
extraordinary that an inferior officer should be requested to audit the account of a public 
establishment corresponding with our own, when there was an authorized appointed ac- 
countant to that establishment at the time. I thought it an odd thing that an inferior 
oilicer should be appointed. I mentioned tjns to Mi-. Corneille ; I said 1 thought he ought 
not to take it as compliment to be selected in that way ; and the answer given to the 
application was, that Mr. Corneille had business enough to attend to. 

1166; Who made that remark? — Mr. Corneille and Mr. Payne. 

1166. When did this occur?— About three or four years ago. 

1167. By whom was thi.s application made? — I can’t tell. Those circumstances have 
called the matter to my mind ; and it struck me as odd at the time that they should not 
call in the accountant of the Board of Works to do this. It struck me as very odd; 
whether it was that they estimated niy abilities too low or too high 1 can’t discover ; but 
you may dr.iw your inferences. 

1168. Do you think Mr. D. Corneille was aware of this proviously ? — I am not aware 
of it. 

1169. Was his brother, Mr. E. Corneille, in the Shannon office at that time ? — I under- 
stood he was ; but I have no means of knowing it as a fact. 

1170. You hud better give us u copy of Mr. Rankin’s letter, tendering his resignation, 
and tell us the result? — I am sorry I can’t give you -a copy, because after the conversation 
he had with Coh nel Jones, he called for the letter, and in the presence of Mr. Griffith and 
Mr. RadclifFc he stated to Mr. Rankin that he had a communication from him, and that 
so far as matters had appeared, there was nothing that should induce him to resign his 

2^1 H situation, 
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J. C. Walker, Esq. situation, or the Board to accept it. Consequently, that the Board decided on not accept- 
ing it, and he handed him hacK the letter. 

1 November 1847. circumstances on record ?— Nothing more took place ; he withdrew under 

the understanding that he was to resume his duties as usual. 

1172. Perhaps it would be well for you to state the reason assigned for tendering his 
resignation.? — It struck me that there was something mysterious or crude in hia mode of 
stating the reason. He said, in consequence of the situation he was in {or the last two 
days; and that as he had been debarred ifom intercourse with the papers and books of the 
Shannon, he thought it bis duty respectfully to tender his resignation ; at the same time 
expressiiisx his willingness to afford them at any time any information in his power. 

1173. Have you that letter on record ? — I have. 

1174. Mr. Daniel Corneille is you chief clerk ? — He is. 

1175. Did Mr. Mason act as assistant accountant to you? — No; he succeeded me as 
accountant. The day I was appointed secretary there was a great pressure of business, and 
Mr. Payne made me take his pen, and I have not interfered with the account since. 

1176. Did Mr. Mason seem anxious to have correct balances handed over to him ? — I 
don’t recollect that he expressed himself in any particular manner about it. He found on 
my table all tbe bank pass-books. The habit was in our department to have these written 
up once a month and compared with the books ; and the book-keeper reported to me any 
discrepancy between the bank books and the ledgei-s; and any discrepancy that appeared 
was cleared up. The only discrepancy that I ever recollect was, that drafts were not pre- 
sented in due course. 

1177. Since you have been secretary to the amalgamated board, have you had Mr. 
Mason under your notice regarding his accounts? — Why, in this way I have, Jn for- 
warding accounts called for by parties or Government, they generally passed tiirough me 
as secretary. 

1178. You refer to the letters from the audit-board? — No; from the Treasury princi- 
pally. I am aware of none from the audit-board. 

1179. Was the delay of tlie accounts of the Shannon ever a matter of discussion at the 
board? — I was not aware until lately that the Shannon had not furnished accounts, that 
is, in two of their branches. In one branch they had. 

1180. Had Mr. Mason ever a consultation with you regarding his accounts? — I should 
say he never had any consulation with me. There was one circumstance took place it is 
right to mention. On his being appointed accountant he came to me and asked what 
was the practice of the office with reference to the standing of the accountant and secre- 
tary ? He explained what he meant ; that as accountant to the Shannon he had been 
perfectly independent of the secretary; and it struck me that he wished to preserve the 
same position with the secretary of the Board of Works. I told him that my opinion was 
that tlse secretary was an officer of the Board, and that the accountant was accountable to 
him as the officer of the Board. 

1181. Is that your view? — It is my view that the secretary is the organ of the Board, 
and that the accountant and all other officers are so fai‘ answerable to him as expressing 
the wishes of the Board. 1 stated that to Mr. Mason. He said it was not so in the 
Shannon, and stated that they took their orders distinctly from the Board. I said that was 
not the case hitherto in the Public Works, and hoped it would not be so. 

1182. Was that ever brought before the Board? — Never. There was an arrangement 
made afterwards, that the accountant should take his orders from tlie Board, and that all 
orders addressed on the subject of accounts should be addressed to the accountant. That 
was acted on until lately, when every letter came to the secretary. TJrat was a late 
arrangement of Mr. Trevelyan’s. 

1183. And those relating to the accountant are handed over? — Yes. 

1184. You pass them into your register, and give them a number ? — Yes. 

1185. If letters are addressed to the accountant does he hand them to you? I open 

them without any scruple since that order. I have no scruple whatever. 

1186. That is a general Treasury regulation ?— Yes, Mr. Trevelyan’s regulation. 

1187. Considering that Mr. Mason filled the same situation that you filled, did you ever 
observe that he did the duties of the Shannon accounts, although Mr. Hornsby was the 
accountant? — I am not aware of any occasion noticing it. 

1188. Were you aware that he interfered in that business? — ^I could not say from my 
own knowledge, if Mr. Hornsby had been absent I might have known so ; but he was not. 

1189. When acting as accountant to the Board of Works, did you consider it necessary 
that your bank pass-book should go to the bank to be compared ? — It was the general 
practice, and I had frequently to send them to the bank when they were not sent. 

1190. Had you any particular statement of your balances laid before you? — No, Iliad 
not. I saw it with my own eyes. 

1191. You inspected your own books ? — Yes. 

1192. Did you know a Mr. Eland? — I never heard of him until the other day. 

1193. Were you under the impression that the application of Mr. Daniel Corneille to 
^dit the accounts of the rents and tolls, was to be in continuation of the audit of Mr. 
Eland or not? — I can’t say, for I knew nothing of iVlr. Eland’s employment until the other 
day, when Mr. Griffith mentioned it; and whether it was before or after I could not say. 

1194. Was that an official application to the Board? — I think it came from Colonel 

Jones to Mr. Payne, the secretary, and he mentioned it to me, and, of course, took mv 
opinion about it. ■' 

1195. Are 
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H95. Are the records in your possession; could you find the letter and lay it before 
us? — I doubt very much. These sort of things were not recorded then as they were sub- 
sequently. There was no reason to destroy it; and it may bo, perhaps, amongst the files 
of papere. 

119C. Will you have a search made for it ? — Yes. 

Colonel Jones, Re-examined. 

1197. It has occurred to us that there was some apparent difference between you and 
Mr. Hornsby, as to the time you got information of Mr. Mason’s defalcation. I will 
have your evidence read for you. 

“ 142. When were you led to suspect Mr. Mason’s conduct ?— Never, until Mr. Stickney 
told me on Saturday week; and he tolil me, it might be that money was placed to a wrong 
account. 1 had no suspicion, on leaving town, that he was in any way implicated. I al- 
ways considered him a most strictly correct man. I first knew him when I was connected 
with the Railway Commission. lie was appointed by Mr. Drummond to make calcula- 
tions, and a more correct man I never knew.^’ 

“143. When this information was got, did the Commissioners take the matter into 
their own hands? — Yes. 1 was obliged to go to BelmuIIet to an inquiry. Mr. Hornsby 
was to have gone with me, but I left him behind, and he went to Mr. Mason for his 
keys ; but there was nothing found in his drawers with those keys. So I left Dublin 
on that night ; and until 1 got a letter at BelmuIIet or Clifdeii, I knevv nothing of what 
occurred ; I never was more astonished in my life.” 

When did you leave town ? — Sunday night I left Dublin ; Mr. Stickney told me on 
Saturday week, Saturday the 30th. He came to me and said, he was sorry to tell me 
that there appeared to be some great difference between the bank balances and the 
books of the office, and that he thought it was a mere error in the books that would 
be satisfactorily cleared up. In the afternoon Mr. Hornsby came and told me. 

1198. In your former answer you referred to Saturday week, and without anything 
intervening, you spoke of leaving Dublin that night? — it should be Sunday night that 
1 left. On Saturday Mr. Hornsby went to Mr. Mason to get his keys, and I commu- 
nicated to Mr. Griffith what I heard, and told him that Mr. Hornsby had gone to Mr. 
Mason for his keys, and would inform him of what he heard. I heard nothing more 
until he came and told me what he had done, and I left Dublin as ignorant of any im- 
putation as I could be. 

1199. That is a material point to clear up? — Mr. Trevelyan appears annoyed at me 
that I did not report this matter before I left town, that I did not report it to the 
Treasury. He said he was sorry to find that there was a difference between the bank 
balances and the books of the office. 

1200. Are you aware when ftlr. Griffith left home ?— I believe on the Sunday. 

1201. The same day with yourself ?— Yes. 1 should say that Mr. Stickney said he 
considered it was a mere error in the posting of the books. 

1202. How was it, with reference to the minute of the 3Ist of August 1846, that Mr. 
Mason was engaged in the coaching business ; was it known tliat he had this coaching 
business ? — 1 will read the minute : 

“ 31st August 1846. 

“ In order to obtain for the public the full advantages of the services of the Commis- 
sioners and of the officers of their establishment, and to secure general confidence in 
their proceedings, their Lordships consider it to be indispensably necessary that no per- 
son on the permanient establishment of the Board of Works, from the Commissioners 
to their most subordinate officer, sliould be at liberty to accept of any private employ- 
ment. The Commissioners will promulgate this rule to the departnient ; and any peV 
son who may not be willing to abide by it, must resign his appointment. 

“The only case of this description which appears to my Lords to require special 
consideration is that of Mr. Owen, the engineer and architect of the Board, who was 
avowedly permitted, according to the terms of his present appointment, to accept of 
private professional engagements; and their Lordships deem it equitable that a special 
allowance of 200 f. a-year should be made to him as compensation for being precluded 
from any private employment, which allowance will not be made to his successor. If 
Mr. Owen should not be willing to accept of these terms, their Lordships must, however 
reluctant, dispense with his services.” 

Yes; that minute does not refer to such business, it refers to private business. Mr. 
Owen was allowed, for instance, to practise privately as an architect. I told the Treasury 
all this. ’’ 

1203. He was specially exempted ; now I think that tliis minute refers to move than 
private services? — If 1 start a coacli to-morrow, I do not accept a private employment. 
Mr. Mason was about being appointed accountant. I was in London and had an interview 
with Mr. Trevelyan, and he asked me if I did not consider it objectionable to iMr. Mason 
being engaged in the coaching to Duiidrum. 1 said that I certainly should consider it 
objectionable lo take a stranger in that was so engaged; but I thought it would be a 
hard thing on Mr. Mason, if he discharged his duties properly and to the satisfaction of the 
Commissiom-rs, that he should not get advancement in his office. The Treasury were 
aware, thercibre, that he was so engaged. When I returned from Loudon, 1 mentioned 
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Colonel Jones, to Mr. Mason the conversation that passed between ns, and T also mentioned tliat it 

was objected to by one of the Commissioners here, Mr. RndclifFe ; and he then assured 

11 November 1847 that he made arrangements to give np his interest in tlie concern. 

1204. That he had made arrangements for giving it up ? — Yes. Now, whether he gave 
it up or not, I don’t know; but I know no man could be more attentive to his duties 
than Mr. Mason; I never knew liim absent on private business. He would sit to the 
latest hour that duty required him ; and if I suspected it interfered with his duties, I would 
have called on him to resign. I would not have taken in a stranger so engaged ; but I 
think that Minute of the Treasury was meant more to the way in which Mr. Owen was 
engaged. 

i 20 o. Did it ever occur to you that Mr. Mason lived at an extravagant rate? — On the 
contrary, I thought he lived very quietly. I never heard he lived extravagantly; in fact, 
it was not my practice to inquire into any man’s habits. As I said, on the contrary, 

I thought he lived quietly. 

1206 . Mr. Stickney appears to be under the same impression ; but we heard that he 
lived extravagantly? — He did not look like a man that did so. He pursued the same 
proper line of conduct apparently tliroughoiit. 

Mr. Francis Eland, Examined. 

Mr. F. £/ch(?. 1207. You were appointed auditor of the rents and tolls account under the Shannon 

-■ Commission? — I was; of the rents only. 

1208 . What was the date of your appointment? — The 18th of April 1841. Here is my 
letter of appointment : 

“ Shannon Commission Office, Custom House, 
“Sir, 18 April 1841. 

“ Thk Commissioners being desirous of an account of rents received by their accountant 
for the year 1840, audited by you, have directed me to request you will have the goodness 
to undertake this duty for them, and to inform you that tiiey have obtained the sanction of 
Mr. Griffith for doing so. I herewith enclose a copy of the Board’s Minute and the Trea- 
sury instructions for your guidance in this matter; and the accountant has been directed to 
afford you every information and assistance as will facilitate the making of the account. 

“ I am, Sir, your obedient servant, 

“To Franci.s Eland, Esq., 1 “Ed. Hornsby'’ 

“ Boundary Survey and Valuation Office, > 

“ 2 , Fitzwilliam-place.’’ J 

The Commissioners’ minute referred to in the foregoing letter was dated the 1 st of April 1841. 
I have also here a letter from me to the Commissioners after 1 completed my audit. 

1209. Before I go on with this, 1 wish to understand if your appointment was by the 
Commissioners; there is no Treasury appoisUment ! — None whatever. It was by the 
Commissioners. 

1210 . The audit, was confined to the rents? — I think it was; the report will state. 

1211 . The minute refers exclusively to the rents? — (The Witness's letter of the 22c/ of 
April 1841, to the Commissioners of the Shannon, was here read.) 

1212 . Did you consider your audit merely should go to trace the sums in the books? — 
Yes; 1 examined the books to see that they were all entered. I did not see if they were 
brought into the bank account. 

1213. Then it appears that your examination extended only to see that they were really 
entered in the books; that they were really sent up from the parties, and entered on the 
books? — Yes. 

1214. Did the examination apply exclusively to the period mentioned in this minute, 
or did you consider it a standing appointment?—! was told by the accountant that I 
would be called in every year; and I did it for 1840, 1841, and 1842. Afterwards I was 
not called in. 

1216. Since when? — Not since 1843. In 1843 I was called in to examine for 1842. 

1216. Did you receive a formal letter each year? — I did. 

1217. Was it an examination which took you a great length of time ? — Six or seven 
days; but I was only at it four hours a day, as I could not leave my office entirely. 

1218. Did you find everytliing satisfactory? — I did; everything appeared to be duly 
entered, and properly paid, according to the rent-rolls. 

1219. The document put into your possession was a rent-roll, certified by Mr. Mulvany ? 
— Yes ; and i took it for granted it was all correct. 

1220. If there was any collusion between Mr. Mulvany and Mr. Mason, would your 
audits have been of any service to the Commissioners ; would this have been a check upon 
any malversation? — If there had been' anything wrong in the certificate I should have 
had no check to detect it. 

1221. I understood you to say, that you took Mr. Mulvany’s certificate as your basis ? 
—Yes ; but sometimes I got a matter to do without a certificate, and then I rejected it. 

1222 . Have you any reason to know if his statement was correct? — No. I was told by 
the accountant that I was to adopt it when properly signed by Mr. Mulvany. It was 
sometimes signed by Mr. Hardintr, 

1223. Had you any document to check his correctness? — 1 had not. If there was any- 
thing short in the payments, i could check it. As long as 1 found that the sum total was 
right, 1 considered all right. 

1224. I am not now speaking of payments, but Mr. Mulvany ’s certificate goes to show 

what 
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wliat is due ; had you any means of checking that certificate ? — No. The certificate only 
went to show that the amount for the year was so much : then I had to see was it paid. 

1225. I am not speaking of payments, but of the rent-roll, and what was due. Mr. Mul- 
vaiiy’s certificate states tliat such and such sums was due for rent ? — No ; it js to certify 
that the amount of the rent-roll, amounting to so much, is due. 

122c. I want to consider the value of Mr, Mulvany’s certificate, which I understand to 
he a statement that certain sums were due by certain parties for certain periods. Have you 
any means of ascertaining, have you any document 10 check that, and see that statement was 
cori'ect ? — No, I have not ; I think it would be necessary to show you the rent-roll, to show 
you what I did. 

1227. Did Mr. M ulvany lay the rent-roll before you in detail ? — The accountant did. 

1228. And was Mr. Mulvany’s certificate independent of it? — I did not act entirely by 
Mr. Harding’s or Mr. Mulvany’s certificates j I acted on the Commissioners’ authority. The 
certificate was signed by the Commissioners. 

1229. That alters the case. Did you compare the former year’s rent-roll in auditing each 
particular year? — I did ; I referred to the rent-roll to see if certain sums were paid, also to 
the books. 

1230. Our inquiry docs not lead to the question of payment ; as to the document laid 
before you for your audit, it must have been an entire and complete rental, showing the 
property, and the income payable from it. Was that laid before you ? — It was. 

1231. And it was signed by the Commissionci's? — It was; and when the certificates 
were signed by Mr. Mulvany or Mr. Harding, they were taken to the Commissioners 
to be signed. 

1232. Did it occur to you when auditing these accounts, that it was equally necessary to 
examine into the correctness of the tolls ? — I wondered why 1 did not extend the examina- 
tion further ; 1 wondered I was not desired to go furtJier. 

123.3. Did you ever ask the question since 1843, why you were not employed for the 
subsequent year? — 1 did not ask Mr. Mason about it, but 1 asked other gentlemen in the 
course of conversation ; I could get nothing correct as information on the subject ; I felt a 
delicacy iu asking Mr. Mason, for I supposed they considered my examination unnecessary, 
or that some one was taken in niy place. 

1234. As Mr. Griffith is mentioned in that minute, did you ever mention the matter to 
him ? — I did not. 

1235. What led to your selection for this particular duty ? — It was Mr. Griffith told me 
of it first. lie said that Sir John Burgoyne and Colonel Jones were talking of auditing the 
rent-roll, and asked him could he recommend any one, and he mentioned my name, 
and said lie could spare me ; he said thatas I was acquainted with the manner in which the 
accounts were sent to the Audit-office, I could do them properly. 

1236. What office were you irl ? —In the boundary survey and valuation office. I under- 
stood that these accounts were not to go to the Audit-office ; that the Commissioners would 
not like to send those rent-rolls. 

1237. The object of your audit was, as you understood, to avoid sending them to the 
Audit-office : — Yes ; I have no doubt I asked why I did not extend it to the expenditure, 
and Mr. Mason told me that as the Commissioners would not like to let the rent-rolls 
out of their hands, 1 bad fulfilled my duty, for that the expenditure could be sent to the 
Audit-office. 

1238. Are you aware that any one succeeded you in the audit ? — 1 am not aware. 

1239. You had no cause to suspect ]\Ir. Mason relating to those accounts? — None 
whatever. 

1240. The books were well kept? — They were very well kept; it appears tome now 
tliat it was necessary that I should have seen the bank account, but 1 got no instructions on 
the point. 

Mr. Daniel Corneille; Re-examined. 

1241. WHETHER did the remittances pass through your hands or not since the junc- 
tion ? — The money partly still came to me ; through my hands ; I got the benefit of the in- 
crease of business. 

1242. You make all tlie lodgments? — What comes in letters of credit comes to the 
secretary of the bank ; that saves me to a great extent. My business was so heavy that 
it was scarcely manageable, but this has made it lighter. 

1243. Since the junction Mr. Mason had nothing to do with the lodgment of monies? — 
No; not since that time; the Board left all those things in my hands. 

1244. Might he not have money passing through his hands? — He might. The chief 
thing referring to money on the Shannon was the rents and tolls, and I did not know how 
they were lodged. 

1245. Did you not lodge them ? — I did not. 

1240. 'I’liat is a very material point ? — When the Shannon Commission began Mr. Ma- 
son said to Colonel Jones that it would be satisfactory that some person should, after ex- 
amination, give a certificate that the rents and tolls received were given credit for. 

1247. WTiat year was this ? — I think it must have been very early, either the first or 
second year of the Shannon Commission, and I think it was probable that no fraud was 
then committed, or that would not have been proposed. 

1248. To whom was that proposition made ? — To me ; Colonel Jones spoke to me about 
it, and T consented to do it, but Mr. Payne, our secretary, said I could not be spared ; I 
acted under liiiii, and in his absence, acted as secretary, and he would not spare me. 
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Mr. 2), Corn$iIle. 1249. Was any application made to the Commissioners for your services ?— No- merely 
- to myself, by Colonel Jones. ’ ■' 

iiNovemberi 847 . 1250. This was very early in the proceedings of the Shannon Commission?— Yes, very 
early; I had a conversation after that with Colonel Jones about it, and I remember parti- 
cularly his saying to me, “The only request I make of you is, that when you begin to do 
this you will not break off, but whatever time it takes, you will finish, once you l?egin.” 

1251. You did not apprehend it would take you any lengthened time ?—There° was a 
gentleman did it afterwards, and it onN took him a week or so. 

1252. Who was that gentleman ? — i heard his name, but I forget. 

1263. Was that Mr. Eland ? — Yes. He was appointed when it appeared I had not time. 
It was explained to me that they were to show me what rents and tolls they were entitled 
to receive, and I was to go through the books, and see that credit was given. 

1254. You were not to go to the bank ? — No; I was merely to see that they got credit. 

1255. Are we to infer that the object of it was to ascertain the amount of outstandino- 
tolls ?— The object was to see that the rents and tolls were given credit for, and at the time 
I think no fraud had been committed. If there was I am sure they would not fix on me as 
I was very long in the public service. 

1256. W hen Mr. Eland was appointed, were you aware that the tolls were included ?— 

I understood that he was to do what they wanted me to do, and that was for both rents 
and tolls. There was afterwards a considerable increase of my busine.ss, and tiie ready 
money business of the department for office incidents, See., was also passino- through 
my hands, and everything in the shape of ready money I paid. ° 

1257. Mr. Mason was anxious you should proceed with thataudit?— Yes ; but I think 
it came fi'om Colonel Jones. 

1258. Could you mention any circumstance that might throw any light on this unfortu- 
nate aftair ? — I don’t think I can. I was quite unacquainted with the Shannon, except that 
my brother was in it ; and there was very little connexion between the offices. 

1269. Dtd your brother throw any doubt on Mr. Mason’s mode of proceeding?— I never 
heard him do so. _ I have no doubt but I heard he lived in a very extravagant style. There 
was a friend of mine that pushed him forward m the world, and knowing the way he lived, 
we considered tliere must be a climax; but we considered that if such were the case, it 
would be from debt. 

1260 . You never doubted his integrity as a public officer?— Not until about a month ago, 
when I heard that on a former occasion there was something wrong. I only heard this| 
but not knowing it myself, do not give it as evidence. A person did mention to me that 
Mr. Mason had been caught tripping; he acted under his father in the First Fruits or Re- 
cord-office, and there was some unpleasantness about money. 

1261 . Do you remember the date he commenced his coaching business? I do not. I 

think Mr. Hornsby could give more information about that. 

1262 . They sat together? — They did. 



Mr. John Williams-, Re-examined. 

Mr. J. Williams. 1263. Mr. Rankin stated in his evidence that he was aware that Mr. Mason had balanced 
______ his account for rents and tolls, transferring money, to make the books agree to the end of 

the year 1845. 1 stopped him there, and inquired how he knew that, and he then said he 
thought he heard it fi-om somebody. I asked from whom, and be said Mr. Williams. 
Did you ever tell him so ?— I never did. I am sure Mr. Rankin must have stated it under 
a mistake. 

1264. You can’t give any explanation about a comparison between the two ? No, Sir. 

1265. You think Mr. Rankin must belabouring under a mistake ? — He must - I never 
knew of a statement of cash balances. There was some comparison between the balances 
in 1844 by Mr. Covneiiie. I saw a book in Mr. Corneille’s hands. 

1266 . Mr. Edward Corneille?~Yes. I saw a pass-book with him in 1844, or there- 
abouts. 

1267. Mr. Mason and Mr. Corneille comparing them? — I suppose Mr. Mason sent them 
to him for his inspection. 

1268. Did you ever hear Mr. Corneille say they agreed ? — I think I heard him say they 
•were very near ; but I knew there was a considerable difference. I asked Mr. Corneille 
the balance, and he showed me an item. 

1269. VVhat did you mean by the obseivation that the difference was considerable? It 

might be 20 1. or 30 t. That I consider considerable. I never considered that there was 
anything like the present deficiency. It was a delicate thing for me to interfere with my 
superior officers. 

1270. You don’t recollect having said sufficient to Colonel Jones to make him aware 
of what you wished to say to him ?— I did not. I don’t think the evidence I gave about 
the pass-books and Mr. Corneille is strong enough to act upon, as it is very slightly in iny 
memory. He had them only for a short time, and did not seem to make much use of 
them. 

J£dward Hornsby, Re-examined. 

E. Hornsly, Esq. 1271. ^COULD you inform us about the time Mr, Mason commenced his coachine busi- 

ness?--I could tell you by referring to some documents of my own ; because I was living 
somewhere in that neighbourhood, and I left it just after he set them up. 1 could ascertain. 

1272, Could 
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1272. Could you tell about the year when you left the neighbourhood ? — I think it must 
have been about 1844 or 1846. 

1273. It was some time previous to the consolidation of the two Boards? — Yes. 

1274. Are you aware if he laid out much capital in starting that affair? — I have no 
means of knowing; he never told me. He must have laid out a considerable sum of 
money. 

1275. Was there opposition? — There was. 

1276. Did he drive it off? — No. 

1277. Did he drive himself; was that his invariable rule? — He drove into town in the 
morning ; but he had coachmen. I have seen him drive in in the morning and drive out 
at night, but I cannot say that it was his invariable custom. 

1278. He sat in the room with you? — Yes. 

1279. Most of the time before the junction, or since ? — His offices were up-stairs, and 
not in my room ; but he sat in my room for convenience, lor reference with the Commis- 
sioners, whose office joined. 

1280. Did he ever converse with you respecting the duties of secretary and accountant, 
whether he considered the accountant under the secretary, or that they were distinct 
offices? — We never had any conversation on that subject. He acted as head of his de- 
partment. 

1281. Did you ever hear whether he made any remark as to his being an independent 
officer? — I never heard that any question arose. 

1282. Here is a document we found in a bank account of his with vour name on it; do 
you know anything about it? — By referring to my bank book I could 'tell you all about it. 

1283. It appears to be a lodgment in Boyle’s bank ; there are large sums lodged, it 

appears, in that bank to his credit; did he make much of his coaching? — I heard casually 
from him he made 300?. a year. ^ 

1284. Would his profits on that and his salary warrant a lodgment of 4,000 1 . in one 
year? — Certainly not. He was very close about his affairs. He had two members of his 
family living witli him, who contributed to the support of the house, bis mother and 
brother-in-law. The brother-in-law was Mr. J. G. Frew, who was in this office at one time. 

1285. Were they people of property ?— I can’t say ; but I know when I used to repri- 
mand Mr. Frew, for ii-rregularity, he used to say that be was independent of his office, and 
would resign. He used to make that threat so often, that I recommended him to resign 
He left after getting a paralytic attack. 

1286. Do you think i\Ir. Mason kept that coaching business to account for his keeping 

such an establishment? — No; for I remember, when he was first appointed at 10 5. aday be 
kept a horse and phaeton from that moment. ’ 

1287. Did you ever know him to be dunned? — No, I never heard of it. I always con- 
sidered him off-hand. 

1288. Having been secretary to the Shannon Commission for some years, do you remember 

Mr. Daniel Corneille being spoken to, to audit the rents and tolls? — No; but I understood 
that there was an application made to him to audit some accounts; but I thought they 
were as to some small disbursements. ^ 

1289. Would it not be made officially through you as secretary? — I should think it 
would ; but I forget, it is so many years ago. 

1290. Was that before Mr. Eland’s time? — Yes ; I think Mr. Corneille’s time was too 
much taken up, and Mr. Eland was then appointed. 

1291. Mr. Eland referred to some documents of the 1st of April 1841, the 21st of April 
1841, and a letter of the 22d of April 1841, that he wrote to the Commissioners, and we 
wish to have them handed in ? — They can be had and handed in in five minutes. 

1292. Wliat have you done for us as to the post-office ?— I went to the post-office yester- 

day evening, and again this morning, and I will just detail what information I got regarding 
post-office orders. The first post-office orders I can find are the 4th of Febmary 1840; 
and from that period to the 6th of August 1840 the endorsement is in my .handwriting^ 
and underneath that “ H. J. Mason, Shannon Commission Office, Custom House.” Then 
I found that from that period, the 6th of August 1840 to the 27th of December 1840, they 
bore the endorsement of H. J. Mason solely. ’ ^ 

1293. How are the orders made payable ; to Mr. Mason alone ?— To Mr. Mason alone, 
as I understand the clerk there, Mr. Creagh, who said to me that wlien he saw the endorse- 
ment, “ II. J. Mason,” lie thought he was in a hobble, and was paying without authority ; 
but on turning to the office books he found they were payable to him singly. He could 
not get on further for 1841, but he will get them for me to-morrow. I found that from 
the 2d of March 1844 they were, “ received, Ed. Hornsby, and endorsed E. Corneille,” 
under tlie Board’s authority of the 2d of February 1842. 'On the 18th of February 1845 
I found them " received, E. Hornsby, and endorsed H. J. M.” under authority, dated 20th 
of February 1845. I have not gone any further, because from March 1846 I am prepared 
to give an account, as I received them conjointly with Mr. Deverell. The earliest autho- 
rity I found for remittances of money is the 29th of January 1842, which was an order due 
by the parties to remit money in favour of the Commissioners. 

1294. Was that your first general direction to the collectors? — Yes; and on the 2d of 

February a circular went to the bank to put on tlie secretary’s signature, countersio-ned by 
Mr. Corneille. ® ^ 

1296. You found, as far as you traced, that between the 2d of February 1842, and 20th 
of February 1846, Mr. Corneille received them?— No: I found the earliest in March; 
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Mr. F. Eland. 



^Ir. J. Williams. 



1 3 November 1847. 



Mr. J. J. King. 



Appendix (P. p.) 



but 1841, 1842, and 1843 are not ready ; but on the 2d of March 1844 they are signed 
“ E. Hornsby and E. Corneille.’' 1 took five instances in March 1844, in which they were 
paid on my receipts, endorsed by Mr. Corneille. 

1290. That was all right, and according to the order of February 1842. Did yon find 
any instances with Mr. Mason’s signature 'I — In February 1845 I found some. 1 took nine 
instances in which they were paid on his orders. 

1297. I should think the best course to adopt would be for Mr. Hornsby to give us a 
detail of these matters in writing ? — I will furnish it to-morrow, when I get all the infor- 
mation. {The Witness here handed infaur Letters relating to Accounts for the Audit Otficc, 
dated Hth of February 1843, 20f/« of February 1843, 28tA of June 1844, and 2SrA of July 
1846.) I will also hand in a copy of the Coinuiissioners’ instructions to the bank not to pay 
any draft without the signature of two Commissioners and the accountant. 

Mr. Francis Eland, a former witness, having obtained permission to address the Com- 
missioners in explanation, said : Perhaps I did not make myself underetood when here. 
I was mentioning the books, and you asked me, did I look at the banking account? — I did 
not look at any banking account to see if any money was lodged ; but I was satisfied it had 
been lodged in the bank when I saw the books. It was all in detail ; the suras received by 
M r. Mason from the country, and other persons in the same manner ; all ap])eared to be 
lodged in the bank ; and having no instructions to refer to the bank books, I did not do so. 

1298. That is e-xactly what I understood, that you traced it in the books of the office, 
and did not consider yourself bound to go further? — I considered all was right and correct, 
being in M r. Mason’s handwriting, and supposed that the money was duty lodged by seeing 
it stated so in the account. 

1299. Was not your audit to prove Mr. Mason’s correctness, to prove that the money was 
duly accounted for? — Yes. 

1300. Still, though you state you consider your object was to check Mr. Mason, you took 
what he did to be correct, all correct that was in his handwriting? — During the time 1 was 
there I was led to suppose that the money was not lodged by Mr. Mason ; Mr. Corneille 
was the person I thought lodged it; in fact, it never struck me that it was necessary to look 
further than I did. 



Saturday, 13 November 1847. 

Mr. John Williams; Re-examined. 

1301. HOW are you proceeding with your comparison ? — I expect to be done to-day. 

1302. Do you find any difi’erences as you go on? — Now that I am at a period when the 
cashier executed the duty, I find the books very regular. 

1303. What year? — Previous to 1842 the discrepancies were the greatest, and subse- 
quent to 1844; between the beginning of 1842 and end of 1844 there appears to be 
irregularity. All the tolls and wharfages were lodged, but I think there is an item for 
rents did not pass through t’ne bank books. 

1304. Mr. Edward Corneille was then receiver, and at the latter end of 1844 he took 
iji? — And died; and Mr. Mason did not employ his successor to the same extent; and he 
has, I suppose, been examined. 

Mr. John J. King ; Re-examined. 

1305. IT appears, from Mr. Stickuey’s evidence, that since he took charge, Mr. Mason 
has signed cheques for other than the Shannon services. . That being the case, what 
security had you against frauds in those cheques, such as occurred in the Shannon 
services? — Mr. Stickney had a check through me, because we send our bank books to the 
bank every day. They are checked with our bank accounts, and we have our return cheques, 
which are also checked daily. Those which are used to-day are checked to-morrow. 

1306. Is that the practice since Mr. Stickney took charge? — Not ever since. Soon after 
his arrival, he altered the practice in use to one more correct. He made a change, so that 
we should send our pass-books oftener, daily instead of monthly. 

1307. Did they object at the bank?— They did; but hearing that it would be moie 
satisfactory to us, they wrote up the pass-books daily for us. 

1308. After you made your comparison, you laid the matter before Mr. Stickney? — We 
had a regular communication every week, to know how matters were going on, and that he 
might have a report from me as to anything that wanted looking to. 

1309. Have you made any inquiry at the bank lately? — I was there yesterday for two 
hours, and Mr. Graves promised to give every opportunity for me to get information ; but 
before giving out of his custody any document, he said a request should be made to be laid 
before the bank directors. I found the dockets for the post-bills yesterriay, which I 
handed Mr. Graves, and requested he would furnish them, and the post bills referred to 
in those dockets, to be laid before you ; and I was to send to-day at 12 o’clock for them. 
He promised to furnish them. 

Mr. Hornsby having been called on by the Commissioners, he handed in the following 
documents : 

A list of the persons employed under the Shannon Commission, from 1839 to the present 
time, which was marked “• P.p.” 

A copy of the Treasury letter appointing Colonel Jones Camniisstotuit' to the Shannon 

Hoard, 
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Board, and a copy of instructions from the Treasury to the Shannon Commissioners, as to 
then- duties, which were marked “ Q.” 

A copy ofthe instructions and forms supplied by the Shannon Commissioners to their 
officers, toJl-collectors, and lock-keepers, whicli was marked “ U.” 

A letter from the Shannon Commissioners, dated the 9th of December 1839, to the Go- 
vernor and Company of the Bank of Ireland, which was marked “ S.” 

A statement describing the persons to whom the post-office orders were paid from time 
to time, which was marked “ T,” including the system of payment at the post-office. 



Mr. J. J. King. 



iSNovember 1847. 
Appendix (Q.) 
(11.) (S.) CT.) 



Monday, 15 November 1817. 



Captain Dyer, r. n., having offered some information to the Board relative to the 
inquiry before them, was requested by the Commissioners to state in writing such par- 
ticulars as he thought jnoper. The statement was subsequently handed in and marked “ V.” 

Edward Hornsby, Esq.; Re-examined. 

1310. IT lias been given in evidence by you or some one else, that Mr. Mason was in 
the First Fruits office with his father 1 — I have heard so since this business, but it is only 
hearsay. You can get positive proof of it. There is a relation of his in the office. • 

1311. Who is he? — Mr. Tibeaudo. He is in this office. 

1312. Diti you ever hear that Mr. Mason was a defaulter under that appointment? — 
I did within the last week, but I never heard it before, and I am not clear that it was ascer- 
tained that he was a defaulter. 

1313. State what you heard ? — I think it is better for you to refer to other parties. Mr. 
Tibeaudo can give you more information than I can ; I can’t affirm anything for a fact. 

1314. What office is he in ? — He is in the Board of Works office. 

1315. Where is Mr. Hyde? — He is below, making calculations; you can have him at 
any time. 



Capt. Dyer, a. k. 
15 November i 847 '. 
Appendix (_V.) 



E. Hornsby, Esq. 



Mr. Richard A. Tibeaudo ; Examined. 

1316. YOU are employed in the Board of Works ? — I am merely a temporary clerk, a A. Tibeaudo. 

supernumerary. 

1317. What is the date of your appointment? — I was appointed in April 1846. 

1318. Did you ever serve in the Shannon-office? — Never. 

1319. Is there not some relationship between you and Mr. Mason? — I think he is a 
third cousin of mine. 

1320. Can you state anything generally in connexion with him, and with his life ; 
being a relation you may be able to state something ?— His father held a very high public 
situation ; he had ' 2 , 000 /. a year in public appointments. 

1821 . What situations ? — Secretary to the Board of First Fruits ; secretary, or deputy- 
secretary to the Record Commission ; and he also had a situation under the Commissioners 
ot Stamps and Taxes. He had 800 /. a year for one, 500/. for another, and 400/. for 
another. He was a man thought a good deal about. 

1322. What was his name ?— William Shaw Mason ; he at present enjoys a pension. 

1323. Is he residing in Dublin? — He is ; he lives in Camden-street. 

1324. Was Mr. Henry J. Mason in the Shannon-office to your knowledge?— I heard 
he was. 

1325. Can you give any detail of his previous life? — I can’t now, but I shall be able by 
to-morrow to furnish you with a detail of it. 

1326. Have you latterly been acquainted with Mr. Mason’s affairs?— .No, not at all ; 
since he has been dashing about the same intimacy did not exist between the families; 
we did not know him very intimately ; we had no intimate connexion with him. 

1327. Did his family suspect that he lived beyond his means? — We often wondered at 
home how lie dashed away, and one could scarcely imagine, when they heard of his 
entertainments, how he did it. I heard something of it in the office. 

1328. What was his chief extravagance? — He was always very fond of show and dash 
in everything ; his equipage was very nice, and his house was very nice, and his entertain- 
ment were very handsome. I should say his love for show in house and equipage was his 
prevailing passion. 

1329. Were you aware of any speculations he was engaged in? — I think he had some 
shares in the Dundrum Railway, which he took when he heard the Bill passed, and that 
the coaching would be knocked up. I heard he had a few ; it was to a veiw limited 
extent, but not such as to create a run on his resources ; he always bore the character 
of being a kind good-natured young man. 

1330. But always extravagant? — Always fond of it. 

1331. Was he so in former life, when in the Shannon Commission ? — Yes, I think so. I 
was much younger than him, but I heard so. 

1332. In tlie memorandum you will be kind enough to hand in, state the reason of his 
leaving the First Fruits and Tenths office? — I shall give every particular I can learn. I 
know there was some flaw occurred in the First Fruits office. 

1333. Tiiat is a matter you might feel diffident to put on paper ? — I do know something 
of the transaction : when he was in the First Fruits office his father had a great deal to do 
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’Mx.R.A.Tibeavdo. with the monetary transactions. He himself was in the office, and did take a Joan of 

some money to a considerable extent ; the father replaced it. He did not take it surrepti- 

isKovembenSi’? tiously, but took it openly, and drove a coach-and-four. I would rather not have to state 
these circumstances. 

1334. His father immediately replaced it? — He was in London at the time, but he 
replaced it when he heard it. 

1335. Did he lose his situation ? — I don’t know, for it occurred belbre I was born. 

1336. What age is he? — About 35. 

1337. Was that generally known ? — Some peisons in this office knew it. 

1338. Could you say who was his great companion, or bosom friend, if he had one ? — 
I could not, but I heard Mr. Hornsby say that they were intimate. They worked together. 
Mr. Mason married young, and had no necessity for a friend. I never heard he had any 
particular friend. 

1339. Are you aware of any one being in partnership with him in the coaches ? — No ; he 
kept that matter from his family altogether for a considerable time, and he never allowed 
his family to know anything of his affairs ; not that he was not on good terms with them. 

1340. Was he habituallv a reserved man? — No ; he was a very dashins youua: man, and 
intelligent. 

1341. Where did he live ? — He lived at Somemlle. 

1342. Is his father a delicate man? — He is latterly infirm, but can walk about; but he 
has been on his bed some time lately from dysentery. 

Mr. Hyde ; Examined. 

Mr. W. Hyde. ' 1343. YOU are employed in the Board of Works ? — I was inspector of finance, and am 
now employed in investigations. 

1344. It has come out in the course of the evidence that you may know something of 
Mr. Mason’s affairs? — All I know is this, unfortunately, that I lost 300 1. by him, which 
I can’t afford. 

1345. State the circumstance under which that loss occurred ? — Mr. Mason asked me for 
a temporary loan of money, which he said he would repay from the Treasury gratuity which 
was to come in to him ; and I gave him my money on tlie faith of being repaid from this 
money ; and in two or three days after he got the money he broke his leg, and I never got a 
farthing since. 

1346. This Treasury gratuity was 100 1., I think?— £. 200, I believe. 

1347. Whendidyou lend it? — About the 1st of September. I am certain of that, because 
I had it not myself before. 

1348. Did he ever give you any portion of his gratuity ? — Never, a single fraction of it. 

1349. Did you apply to him for it? — No, because he was lying under the broken leg 
when he got it. 

1350. He got a gratuity of one-fourth of his annual salary, and it only was 300 1. a year. 

That is what the Treasury minute states ? — I understood he got 200 1. ■ • 

1351. Did you understand how he applied this money ? — I do not know. He asked me 
for this as a temporary loan, understanding that it was to be repaid in a week or ten days. 
As such, the question of interest was not mooted. If he asked me for a book I would have 
given it as unsuspiciously, and that I would get it back as freely. 

1352. You had a most implicit confidence in him ? — I had, although I knew very little 
about him. I only knew him for two years. I saw liim with Mr. Frew, where I had my 
boy at school. 

1353. Have you visited him at his house at Dundrum? — I have been frequently there 
since he broke his leg. A very great sympathy was excited for him by every one who 
knew him. I called to inquire for him repeatedly, but I saw him but twice since the time 
he met the accident, until he was charged. 

1354. Did you ever dine with him at a state dinner? — I did dine there, and was sorry 
for it. 

1355. ^Vhat was your impression of it? — I thought he was living beyond his means. 

There were 10 or 12 at it. 1 was asked occasionally, and I met there a great many officers 
of the house. Mr. Walker, the secretary, was there; and I understood that several people 
were invited, who did not come. I dined with him once in 1845, the year I got acquainted 
with him. 1 dined once with him in that summer, and again after I came from Waterford, 
and then on the last occasion. A few days after that I called on him to inquire how he 

was ; I was asked to dine there ; I was pressed, and did. 

1356. Were you ever engaged in any bill transactions with him ?— Yes. He wrote to me 
from the country for my name ; I lent it, and the bill was paid ; and again lie asked it, and 
I gave it ; but 1 had doubts about it then. 

1357. Was that before the loan of the 300 1. ? — It was after the loan of it that I had ray 
doubts. 

1358. Having such confidence in him, what made you have doubts about it ? — I did not 

know the length of time it was to run, but I went to the National Bank to inquire, when 

I was told it was paid ; fortunately it was, or that should have gone with the rest. 

1350- Were these the only transactions you had with him ? — The only transactions I ever 
had with liim. I had no other transactions of any kind, manner, or description. I never 
borrowed 0 d. from him, bought 6 worth from him, or had any other dealings in this 
world with Mr. Mason. 

1360. Could you account for so large an expenditure, or give any idea how the money 

went? 
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went?' — I have no idea ; because he was an acquaintance of only two years, arising from 
the fact of my son being put a boarder to the school of his brother-in-law. It was some, 
time after that, that I met him in Mr. Frew’s house. 

13G1. Are you aware if Mr. Mason was mixed up in railways? — I have not the most 
indistinct idea. I heard he had 10 shares in some railways. It was here in the house 
that it was discovered some days ago, in the papers, on a search ; in fact, I knew nothin«^ 
of his affairs. I was away all last winter on service, from the 7th of November untU 
February. 

1302. Could you state any circumstance that would throw light on Mr. Mason’s affairs ? 

I wish sincerely I could ; I would be delighted I could, because I am a very poor man, 
and could not well lose 300 1. I called or. him in prison to ask him about it, and I could’ 
get no satisfaction from him. 

1363. Did you see him? — I did. 

1364. Do you think he has property? — I have not the most distant idea that he has 
property ; if I was to give an opinion, I would say it was all gone. 

1366. He had a house; was it freehold property? — He had a house, a cottage at 
Dimdrum. ° 

1366. Was it his own? — Idon’tknow; I believe he had a lease. I speak from a general 

impression, and could not give the groundwork of that impression. I wish you could put 
me in the way of getting my 300?.; I am afraid it is in very great jeopardy. He made 
a kind of offer to me the other day, which of course I did not listen to, that he would <nve 
me the place at Dundruni as security for it. " 

1367. That would infer it was his own property ? — He said he would give me a surrender 
of the lease. It would not answer me or my family. It was bad enough to have lost so 
much witlmut going further ; and I thought it would have been discreditable to have any- 
thing to do with it ; so I would rather lose the money altogether. I could get all the 
letters, and give them up, that Mr. Mason ever wrote to me. 

1368. You have referred in those letters to private matters ? — They were dera^fBcial. 
In one of those he asked me to lend my name to an acceptance ; I did not like it at all 
but I did it. 

1369. Can you tell the dates ? — I could find the letters tliemselves. 

1370. Well, you will be so good as to furnish us with those letters, or the dates of those 
transactions ? — The payment of the hist bill took place on the Monday he was sent for 
here. I was not aware, at the time, the time the bill had to run ; I never looked to it, I had 
such complete confidence in Mr. Mason, and I believe I was not singular in that respect. 

1371. That was not your usual mode of doing business, to give a bill without knowino- 
the time it had to run ? — No, it was not ; but I had implicit confidence in him. 

1372. What was the amount in that case? — It was a 100 Z. transaction. 

1373. Hand us in a statement of the dates of these transactions? — I will. These were 
the only transactions I ever had with him ; and if it was necessary to be sworn to it, 

I would say I had no transactions with him, in perspective or otherwise, than the three I 
told you of, and that I was totally unacquainted with him until two years ac^o. I never 
borrowed a 6 ff. from him, or hinted at it. I think it right to mention, that immediately 
on hearing of this matter, I communicated about the loan to Captain Larcom and Mr. 
Hornsby, although not perhaps at the same length, but just as clearly as to you. 



Tuesday, 16 November 1847. 

A letter was received this morning from Mr. Walker, secretaiy to the Commissioners 
of Public Works, containing a copy of the report of the evidence arising on the inquiry 
instituted by the Board, relative to the recent defalcations in the accountant’s 
department of the Shannon Commission, which, having been taken by a short-hand 
writer in the Board s employment, may be relied on as accurate. This document was 
marked “ W.” 

Hornsby handed in a letter relative to the correspondence with the Audit Board, 
and stated, that he had been informed that it could be ascertained in the chief secre- 
taiy’s office at the Castle, what occurred in the year 1834 regarding Mr. Mason, when 
in the First Fruits Office, under his father. 

1374. DO you know of any particular reason for that letter of the 2d of February 1842 
being written to the post-office ?— I do not ; it would not be prepared by me, because every 
thing relating to the accountant’s department was done by Mr. Mason. 

1375. Although the letter was signed by you? — Yes; I merely signed formally. 

137(5. The letter is written in such pointed terms, that we considered it necessary to speak 
to you: according to the statement you handed in, Mr. Mason previously did the duty 
and the change m this letter making your signature requisite, is rather marked ?— That is 
an arrangement, entirely, of Mr. Mason’s. 

1377. Do you think you could trace anything that would explain it ?— I have no doubt 
I w ill find a minute ot it in the minute book, but I am afraid I will find no explanatory 
circumstances. I will go and look for it, but I think it will be but the usual nature of a 
minute, directing the cominuiiicatious to be made to the proper parties. 

-5*- J 2 1373. -\Yiii 



Mr. IVillium Hyde. 
iSNovember 1847. 



16 November 1847. 
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E. Hornsby, Esq. 1378. Will it state whether the matter arose from your representation or the accountant’s ? 
. — I should suppose it would. 

i6Novemberi8+7. jn a short interval Mr. iforHsiy handed in the minute referred to, directinj^ that 

letters should be written to the post-office and banks ; and directing that Mr. Cor- 
neille alone should receive the money. The minute is dated the 29th of .Tanuary 
1842. 

Mr. Richard A. Tibeaudo ; Re-examined. 

Mr. 1370. HAVE you obtained the information we desired? — I have to inform you, that [ have 

Jl. A. Tibeaudo. been unable to get the information you required. Mr. Mason’s health has been so bad that 
— ■ I was afraid to speak to him about it. 

1330. The old gentleman? — Yes, sir. 

1301. Then you can’t give us any information ?~Not at present. I will have to apply 
to Mr. Shaw Mason for information, and he is in a very delicate state of health. It is very 
unpleasant for me to be examined on an occasion of this kind, and if you could get informa- 
tion from any other source I would be extremely glad of it. 



Friday, 19 November 1847. 

Mr. Hornsby; Re-e.xamined. 

E. Hornsby, Esq. ‘ 1382. Referring to tlie passages in Mr. Williams’s examination now read to you, Nos. 415, 

417, 418, and 463, do you wish to offer any explanation or remark ? — I have nothing 

i^November 1847. further to add to my previous answer, excepting that my recollection of what Mr. Williams 
said during tire interview many years ago, does not tally with his ; and, indeed, unless he 
had made a specific charge against Mr. Ma.son, it would not have excited my attention, as 
during the 10 years that I have been officially connected with Mr. Mason, I have always 
reposed the most implicit and unbounded confidence in his honour and integrity, and up to 
the recent occurrence I should as soou have thought of doubting myself ; and I have reason 
to know that I was not singular in my opinion. 

1383. Have you any further explanation to give respecting the receipt found in Mr. 
Mason’s private banker’s book ? — I have searched and can discover nothiirg respecting the 
lodgment at Boyle’s. I have frequently made lodgments for him, and he has done the 
same for me, just as it happened whether he or I was going into the town. 



Colonel Jones ; Re-examined. 

Colonel Jones. 1384. REFERRING to the letter from Mr. Redington, dated 1 7th instant, now communicated 

to you, have the goodness to state if you have before heard, and if so, at what time, of 

the transaction there described ; also, whether or not you have reason to believe that Mr. 
H. J. Mason is the party to whom it relates ? — Until I read Mr. Redington’s lettei-, and the 
extracts which accompanied it, I was ignorant of the transactions to which they refer. 
It is probable that Mr. Henry Mason was the individual alluded to, at the same time it is 
difficult to reconcile the opinion with the circumstance of Mr. Erck having recommended 
Mr. Henry Mason to Mr. Drummond, the under secretary, who was then chairman of the 
Railway Commissioners. Mr. Drummond appointed Mr. Mason as a clerk under the Railway 
Commissioners, and sent him to me for employment. I then held the office of secretarv 
to that Commission, and never saw Mr. Mason previous to his presenting himself in my office 
by Mr. Drummond’s desire. 

1385. Referring to the letter addressed by the Shannon Commissioners to the secretaries 
of the post-office and of the banks, on the 2d February 1842, and to that which appears 
to have been addressed to the same parties by their order, on the 20th February 1845, 
(the latter, however, not being recorded in the office rq^ute or letter book,) can you 
state what circumstances led to the adoption of the first arrangement, and to the important 
modification of it made by the letter last quoted, the only record of which seems to be a 
rough draft in Mr. Mason’s handwriting? — The first arrangement was made in order to 
obtain proper security for the faithful discharge of the duties Mr. Corneille had to perform. 
This arrangement was pressed strongly upon Colonel Jones’s attention by Mr. Mason, when 
Mr. Corneille was appointed to that duty. With respect to the letter addressed to the 
secretaries of the post-office and of the banks, I liave not any recollection of the order 
being given, and must conclude that the letters written were Mr. Mason’s own act, as no 
record was made in the minute-book or copy in the letter-book, which was a very unusual 
proceeding, particularly on such an important subject. The secretary’s signature was no 
doubt obtained by Mr. Mason as a matter of form. 
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Saturday^ 2C 'November 1847. 

Mr. King-, Re-examined. 

1386. Referring to the answer given by you in your former examination, under No 613 
can you explain the cause of the unusual insertion of the Shannon balances in the weekly 
statement from the bank there alluded to, so as to show whetherit was accidental, or was the 
result of any new arrangement 1 State, also, whether it was observed by you before or 
a ter Mr. Stickney s inquiry of you about those balances ?— The unusual insertion of the 
Shannon balances on the statement from the bank, for the week ending 23d October, was not 
tile result of any new arrangement, whereby such an assertion would have been rendered 
necessary, but was accidentally added to the list, by mistake, at the bank. The book- 
keeper, in order to ascertain the aggregate balance on all the accounts of the Board, was 
obliged to include the four accounts of the Shannon, which he was in the habit of dome 
on Ins own papers. On the day in question, he inadvertently wrote the four accounts and 
balances under the 23 other accounts of the Board, as detailed on my weekly sheet.- I was 
in the act of examining the balance sheet when Mr. Stickney came into my office and I 
immediately pointed out to him the unprecedented insertion of these balances, and asked if 
iie had given mstmctions to have them included. He then explained the strange coincidence 
ot his liaving just obtained from the Shannon book-keeper the balance in bank, aceordino- to 
the books. We then made a comparison of the two, and the discrepancy that aoDeared 
rendered an immediate investigation necessary. ‘ ‘ 



Friday, 26 November 1847. 

Mr. Hornsby ■ Re-examined. 

answers given by Mr. Rankin in his e.vaminalion, Nos. 938 and 
J to give any explanation which you may deem necessary, especiallv 

on die fact, donb folly stated, of year having at one time had Jossession of the bank pas's 

k f °° ' “y nor do I ever remember 

making any lemark much less e.xpressing anger, at Mr. Rankin's sending them to the Bank 
vlwee, ™ «'oountant, Mr Mason did not give up possession of the pass books, 

tSiere iSionlSr^o^^ °f ‘he book-keeping, so 

undermentioned documents, received on former days, were put on record as follows; 

Letter from Mr. Redington dated 17 November 1847, respecting Mr. Mason’s former 

i:S?Sant Se^d"“I.' """ ‘“ten 

atSa“nd’’Srv!S;mf mXd"“Y.""’ 



Thursday, 2 December 1847. 

ceedmgs relative to payment of contractors' bffls, banded in'tlie folloLg nmmoiSSum 

“Hie bilU are, iii the first instance, e.xamined aad certified by the engineer in charae o 
the vTOik, and ihrmshed in duplicate to the office in Dablin, where cilenlatiols are allSed 
and then submitted to me for further examination, as to whether charges are 'easlabirird 
according to schedule of prices and contract deed, and also as to whfthcr charts for eSm 

noon wIih" appears to me as fair and reasonable is certffied by me 
upon wluch Commissioners order payment. I keut a memoranHniM iJn *u " ; 

claimed, the amount certified, and explanation as to any disputed points in tile bill 

thrainomit received Commissioners’ ordXcbeqnes foi 

the amount are made out for contractor, who gives receipt. The dunlieote bill- ,1 
made to agree with the ordered bills, and sent to°the engiuLr in the eoSntiy for £ guid^ee 



Mr. King. 

20 November 1 847. 



E. Hornsby, Esq, 
26 November 1847. 
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Mr. Harding. 

2 December 1847, 
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as to suiy alterations that may have been made, and then handed to tlie contractoi'. Mr. 
Mason, Mr. Rankin, and Mr. Williams had access to the certified bills, and the receipts of 
the contractor, which were always pinned to the bills. Under those circumstances, it does 
not appear that there could be any reason why the contractor should be paid more than he 
was entitled to. It is true, tliat if a contractor entered into collusion with Mr. Mason and 
Mr. Rankin, cheques to a greater amount tlian he was entitled to could be drawn for him ; 
but in doing so, the object must have been that the over amount would be returned to Mason, 
to divide between him and Rankin. Could tliey be supposed to let a third party into tlieir 
frauds, which he would not lend himself to without a share of the plunder ? But as Mason 
and Rankin, if in collusion, could have had •sufficient means of obtaining money fraud'u- 
lently without the risk of a third person, it is not likely they would act so clumsily. 

“ On mature consideration, I don’t think a better system of auditing the contractors’ 
accounts could be adopted than tliat in use on the Shannon. There was check on engineers 
in cliar-ge of the works, by the overseers and check clerks all checking each otlier; and 
then further check by me, in Dublin. It has seldom occurred that the conti'actor was paid 
more than what was certified by the engineer ; and whenever they were so paid, it was after 
a full inquiry and examination of the whole circumstances by one or more’of the Commis- 
sioners, the contractor or his agent, and me, and the reasons of such payment entered in 
my book.” 
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APPENDIX TO REPORT OF COMMISSIONERS, 



STATEMENT showing the Detail Transactioks between the Entries in the Shanxon Accoukt Books nnd the Cash o 
Ba.\k Accovm, tracing, step bj- step, the Embezzlement and eventual Defalcation. 



BENTS AND TOLLS ACCOUNT. 



1840('): 
June - 1-3 

July - l-io 

— - 14 

— - 20 
August 1-31 



September 3 
October 2-6 
November 3 
— 4 

December 2-7 



1841 (»): 
January 29 
Febrnarj- 2-4 

May 17-29 
April 2-8 
— 17-27 

May - 1-81 
June - 1-30 



.Tuly - 1-31 
July - 19 

August 1-31 



October 1-81 



I.— Amount short lodged: 
In detail in Shannon account books - 
In bank pass-book, as lodged - . . 

In detail in Shannon account books - 
In bank pass-book, as lodged - . , 

Ditto - - . - ditto - . - . 

In detail in Shannon account books - 
In bank pass-book, as lodged - . , 

Ditto - - - - ditto . - - _ 

Ditto - . - . ditto - . . - 

In detail in Shannon account books - 
In bank pass-book, as lodged - , , 

Ditto - - - - ditto - - - . 

In detail in Shannon account books - 
In bank pass-book, as lodged . - . 



Eemittances 
or Money, 
paid 

to Accountant 
for 

Commissioners, 
short lodged 
in Bank. 



In Shannon account books 

In detail in ditto 

In bank pass-book, as lodged 

In detail in Shannon account books - - - - ' - 

Ditto - - - - ditto - 

Ditto - - - - ditto ------- 

Ditto - - - - ditto - - - - - - 

Ditto - - - . ditto ------- 

In bank pass-book, as lodged 

Ditto - - - - ditto - - - - 

In detail in Shannon account books - - - . . 

In bank pass-book, as lodged - - - - - 

In detail in Shannon account hooks - - - - - 

In bank pass-book, as lodged 
Ditto - - - - ditto ------- 

Ditto - - - - ditto - 

In detail in Shannon account books ----- 
For charge upon a contractor, paid to Mr. Mason out of a 
bill for works received by him at the hank, per Shannon 
account books. 

In detail in Shannon account books ----- 

In bank pass-book, as lodged ------ 

Ditto - - - - ditto ------- 

Ditto - - - - ditto 

In detail in Shannon account hooks - - - - - 

Ditto - - - - ditto ------- 

In bank pass-book, as lodged - - - - 



Banit 

or Lodgments 
that cannot 
be identified 
with the 
Remittances. 



184 7 2 
267 - 9 



Carried forward 



I 



(') Although no actual defalcation under the “ Rents and Tolls Account” can in this year (1840) be traced these transac- 
tions are here recorded in order to sliow the commencement and progress of the embezzlement. ’ 

It will be seen that Mr. Mason, instead of lodging money in the bank to the credit of the Commissioners for the Shannon 
Navigation daily, as it came into his possession, retained it until it suited his convenience. 



(’) In this year the ajjpropriation of moneys to Mr. Mason’ 
took place. 

,, (remittance) column were traced with very considerable difficulty, being made up of small sums of 

lew shillings and pounds each ; and had it not been for a memorandum book found in Mr. Mason’s office draw-- ’■ 
not have been possible to have identified the lodgments. 

The aggregate sum of 130/. 16 s. 7 c/., received in the first half month of April, is clearly proved bv Mr Mason’ 
vritiiig m the memorandum book in hmve ht-an fV.o nrr,r,„^,c -i .r, .•I: .. i . 



! commenced, and a considerable defalcation 









l>oth lodged on the same day, viz. 4th June 1841, while that sum was never lodged. 

1 be whole of these remittances, with a few very trifling exceptions, are entered by Mr, Mason as received bv him. 

The large lodgment on ^e 31st December was made to increase the balance in the bank, in order to meet a pavmeiit 
required to be made to the Board of Works at the end of each year. .luyiiiKui 

^I*^son to do this, he appears to have received the amount of a draft for 1,214/, 17 s. Gd. transferred from the 
Establishment Account at the bank, which he should have lodged to the Works Account, but never did so. 
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Statement sliowing the Detail Transactions between the Entries in the Shannon Account Books, &e. — continued. 



BENTS AND TOLLS ACCOUNT. 



llemittanees 
or Money, 
paid 

to Accountant 



'ver-lodged in 
Bank, 

)r Lodgments 
that cannot 



1. — Amount short lodged— eowthiaerf. £■ s. d. 

Brought fonvard ------ 

Paid into bank, as part of 73?. 8s. 11 f/. 

In Shannon account books, as follows, viz. : 

Bents collected by Mason 106 - 7 

Bents remitted by Imperial Slate Company - - - 5 - - 

Ditto - - - ' J. H. M'Dermott .... 10- 

Ditto - - - H. Benton ----- - 20-3 

Ditto - - - J, H. M‘Dermott - - 2 - 

Ditto ----- ditto - -- -- - 816- 

Ditto ----- ditto - -- -- - -3- 



Ditto - - - J, H. M‘Dermott - 

Ditto ----- ditto ------ 

Ditto ----- ditto - 

Ditto - - - representatives of iirs. Brady - 
Ditto ----- ditto - - City of Dublin Co. - 

Rents remitted by representatives of C. W. Williams, esq. 
Ditto - - - - ditto - - - Bishop of Killaloe 

Ditto - - - - ditto - - - G. Tyrrell 

Ditto - - - - ditto - - - J. H. M'Dermott - 

Rents received by Mason ------ 

Rents remitted by J. H. M'Dermott - - - - 

In bank pass-book, as lodged ------ 



In Shannon account books as follows, v 
Amount remitted by John Winnett 



In Shannon account book, as remitted by J. Kelly - 
Paid into bank as part of 110?. Us. Id., lodged this day 
Paid, remitted by J. Winnett - - - - - 

Paid into bank as part of 85?. 4 s. It?, lodged this day 
In detail in Shannon account books ---- 
In bank pass-book, as lodged - - - - - 



Amount over lodged in 1844 - - - - - 

r 79 1 

In detail in Shannon account books - - - - _ .y 

Paid into bank at Limerick (hr.) by head constable Daly - - - 

In detail in Shannon account books ----- 276 1 

Ditto - - - - ditto ------- 163 

Ditto - - - - ditto ------- 187 1 

Ditto - - - - ditto ------- 319 

In bank pass-book, as lodged - -- -- -- - 

In detail in Shannon account books - - - - - - 31S 1 

In bank jinss-book, ns lodged - -- -- -- - 

In Shunnon account books (lodged in bank 31st Januarj’) - - 

In detail in Shannon account books ----- 530 1 

In bank pass-book, as lodged - -- -- -- - 

Ditto - - - - ditto - -- -- -- -- 

In detail in Shannon account books ----- 215 

Ditto - - - - ditto ------- 168 1 

Ditto . - - - ditto 342 1 

In bank pass-book, ns lodged - -- -- -- - 

In detail in Shannon account books ----- 306 1 

Ditto - - - - ditto ------- 865 

In bank pass-book, as lodged - 



Total Defalcation under " Rents and Tolls Accounts” (carried to page 6) - - - £. | 3,051 - 9 

O The .11O.H0. rticl. took pl.c. by <lir.oti«n of th. Sb.n.on B«rf o„ ,b. “ f 
to lodge the amount of remittance for tolls, in some measure nut a stop to Sir. i - - u- allowed to the 

sio mlfy sent down to the country to collect rents, he regularly reported the Wd dirlct inm bis 

parties^in the office books, but appropriated the money to Ins own use, A few sums were gso 

ul. JouI. or M.. E. Cor^ille. TL.. I., to do., not o,,p..r entered ... 
the letter book, nor is there any minute of the Board for it to be lyntteu. 

The greatest embezzlement appears to have been earned on during tins year. • j t »r -e pntpr,»i! in i>i« 

All tLse sums are admitted, with a few trifling exceptions, to have been received by Mr.hlason, as entered in Ins 
"°Ilie lodgment of 000?. on the 27th June appears to have been part of a draft upon the orks account, whicli was altered 
from 15oi! to 450?. j. 
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APPENDIX TO REPORT OF COIIMISSIONERS, 



iMBUi diowtog the Det.il Tr.t.s.etio.s between tie Enttiee in the Sfaniioii Aoeonnt Books, Ike— eoniinned. 



DATE. 


WORKS ACC OUNT. 


Sums received 
by 

Accountant, 
but not lodged 
in Bank 
to Credit of 
Conimissioners 


1 Sums lodged 
in Bank, 

! that cannot be 
identified 
. with Receipts, 


Amount 

of 

Defalcation. 


1840: 


11. — Amount short lodged : 


£. s. d. 






December 31 


Transfer from Upper Sliaunon Account - - - . 


32 13 11 (■ 






1841; 









32 13 11 


March - 13 


Amount remitted by W. H. Owen, as balance in band 










31 December 1840 - -- -- -- 1 


8 17 3 (»; 


1 _ 




September 23 


Transfer from Establishment Account - - - . 


1,214 17 G O' 






— 2.5 


Amount received per J. M‘Mabon, a contractor, in repayment 









- 25 


Ditto credited to general contingencies - - . _ 


« i,J« 






December 6 


Amount refunded by D. Hartley, for travelling e.xpenses - 


1 19 - e) 


_ 




— 22 


Amount remitted for insurance of dredgers, by W. Mackenzie 


2-3 14 2 0) 


_ 




— SI 


Traiifer from Upper Shannon Account . . _ . 


C 18 3 (’) 






- 31 1 


Transfer from Rents and Tolls Account - - - _ i 


726 7 9 (s) 






— 30 I 


In Bank Pass-book, as lodged ------ 1 


- - - 


125 13 - 








2,037 15 4 


125 13 - 




1842; 




125 13 - 


- 




December 31 


Balance of nominal awards returned ----- 


1 14 5 


- 












1 14 5 (•) 


August - 2 


Transfer from Establisliment Account - . . . 


392 14 3 


- 














1842: 








2,339 4 11 


January 12 


In Bank Pass-book, as lodged 


- 


705 19 ]1(>‘) 




1847: 










May - 7 


Ditto - - ditto - - - _ . 


- 














766 2 




Carried forward - - - 


■ - 


- - a: 


1,573 2 9 



but It IS possible it may form part of a lodgment on 12th January 184^ ^ endorsed i 

thrie«el^™ffi“"'"“''’''>' “ •'> «'-»I~«1i™t,';i.„..nek.owl.d.n..ntof the t.e.ipt 1. on the f.ee of 






.g2n.Tr:o2«er,%i2”1"ooS Vy SjISn, j " tf.lf Ts?,”'' “l'”’,’ 'fiV”””* 

.c£il"et,‘i?i“ro’/S Slfel^SetMn.'* *■'“ o«oo f« ,h. 

thfL™"” <'™". '*”• .cknowletls^ent of its teeoii.t is on the fee. of 

„.y form p.,t oJ the lodgment on th.\2trj\U%* i8"„”e,‘ with 

an entry to close the accou^nTfn°thTTed^r'^''aT bVw^^ Mr. Mason’s Lands, xvljo directed the book-keeper to make 

done so. P‘^y '‘mount into the bank ; but he does not apiUr to liave 

the office books, ^ Tlie lodgment i^the^balik'f™^^ "r 'PI'o necessary debit was raised in 

O') As the three sums trnnsf.,li , P"*^’ who endorsed it, 

lodsment, it is inferred that the wlioirsuuiTa^adiusfed^on^SrdT'^'^'it^^'^^ 31st December 1841 make up this total 

made at Limerick. J '^^y- ■* not known for what purpose this lodgment was 
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TREASURY INQUIRY, SHANNON NAVIGATION. 



Statement sliowin<r the Detail Transactions between the Entries in the Shannon Account Books, &.c. — contiuned. 



WOllKS ACCOUNT. 



Amount , 

drawn from the r i *• 
Bank. Defckat.on. 



III.— Amount drawn from Bank by Cheques being filled 
u]i for more than amount entered in the counter- 
foils, tlie overplus being the amount of fraud in 



IV. — Dral'ts which had been cancelled, having been I 



C) Dfaft No. 665, dated I6th Sept. ISia-i Cancelled r 
„ No. 671, dated 27th — - I compensation < 

„ No. 1,127, date not known -J drafts. L 

„ No. 1,143, date not known - i 

„ No. 1,146, datenotkuown 

„ No. 1,113, dated 8th June 1843 I J 

„ No. 1,140, dated 23th — - f ' ' | 

„ No. 1,102, dated 3d .Aug. 

„ No. 1,107, dated Jan. - J L 

„ No. 1,118, dated 4th Oct. _ . . . - 

„ No. 1,122, dated 10th Nov. _ . - - - 



No. 1,123, dated 30th Dec. 1844 
No. 1,094, dated 10th May - j 
No. 1,098, dated 10th May - j ditto 
No. 1,1.31, dated I2th May - i 
No. 1,134, dated 12th June - J 



* The actual date of pnj'ment not known. 

(') The cheque in this case was filled in for SOS 1. 1 s., which was paid at the bank iu lieu of 87. 1 s., as stated in the coun- 
terfoil : which latter sum only was due. The returned cheqne has not been found. 

O The same; 139h being'drawn in lien of 39/. This cheque is also missing. 

(') The same ; 152 /. 4 s. Od. being drawn in lieu of 2 /. 4 9 d., as appears fay a letter from party produced. This cheque 

is also missing ; but the counterfoil is in Mason’s handwritin". 

(^) Tliis cheque was filled iq) in date, name, and figure 9/. by Colonel Jones, when he signed it; but the words 191 /. were 
sifterwards filled in by Mason, and endorsed ns received by him. 

(’) This cheque appears to have been originally made out and signed for 5 1. only, a space being left before the word and 
figure 5, when ninety (90 /.) was introduced in' Mason’s handwriting, amt he endorsed the draft ns received by him. 'Hiis 
draft was made jiayable to cash, instead of to Terence Smith, as iu counterfoil. 

(*) This cheque had 150/. originally in figures, which corresponded with the counterfoil in Mason's handwriting. The 
fii^uve I was subsequently altered to 4, and tlio words filled iu for 460 /. 



fii^iive I was subsequently altered to 4, and the words filled iu for 460 /. 

°( ’) Nos. 065, 671, 1,127, 1,140, 1,094, 1,098, 1,131, and 1,134, old cheques made out for the amount, and signed by one Com- 
missioner, leaving the otlier signature to be attached when the date und name wore inserted; were subsequently considered to 
be cancelled by the issue of a new cheque. No. 1,459, 26th November 1842, for 266 1. 11s. 8 d.. iu favour of Accountant-general 
of tlic Court of Chancery. Mason, howevei-, retained these old cheques in his possession, and subsequently dated them. 
(iblaiiBcd a second signature to them, and received the amount as endorsed by him, 

Nos. 1,143 and 1,146 wei'c cases simihir, a new cheque being made out for them, No. 1,509, 81st January 1843. for 



Nos. 1,143 and 1,146 wei'c cases simihir, a new cheque being made out for them, No. 

!i() /. 12s. 0</., to Lord Kilmaine. 

Nos. 1,102, 1,107, 1,113, 1,118, and 1,122 were cases similar, u new cheque being made out for them, No. 1,921. 29th October 
1914, for 289/. Os. Ort., to Gratii and Cotton. Some of these cheques were paid before tlie new olieque was issued. 

No. 1,123 was a similar case, for which two new cheques wei'c suhsoqueutly issued, viz. No. 1.279, ISth .April 1842. to 
ynmiiol AVadc, for 165 /. 10s. 1 d., und No. 1,280, 18tli .April 18-12, to iniliain Spvoule, for 100 /. 

The whole of those old drafts should have been cniicoUod or destroyed, but never made use o 
Nos. 1,127, 1,143, and 1,146 drafts are missing. 
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APPENDIX TO REPORT OF COMMISSIONERS, 



Statejibxt sliowing the Detuil Transactions between the Entries in the Shaymoii Acconnt Books, See.— continued. 



DATE. 


WORKS ACCOUNT. 


Amount 
improperly 
drawn from the 
Bank. 


Amount 

of 

Defalcation. 






Brought forward - - - 


£. rf. 


£. s. d. 
3,877 G 4 




V. — Drafts drawi 
available on 
bj' Mason : 


1 to pay Awards, not cancelled, but should still be 
application of Parties for payment, improperly cashed 






1844 (') 


Draft No. 1,152 (’), dated 20th April lS44q ^ , n r 

’ f ! Compensation drafts not can-) 

„ 1,169 0, dated 11th June — J 


41 8 - 
7 19 1 












0. / 1 


1844: 


VI.- 


—Drafts drawn for Fictitious Sums : 




3,929 13 5 


4 July - 


Draft No. 1,148 (*) ■ 




303 3 - 




29 November 


„ 1,937 




306 19 7 


CIO 2 7 


•23 December - 
1845: 

1 July - 


„ 1,960 a (') 


■ These drafts are made out for fictitious sums. 


! 300 10 8 


300 10 8 


1, 2,071 (») . 





127 - - . 




127 - - 














Total Defalcation under “Works Account” 


. . . 


4,967 6 8 






Total Defalcation under “Rents and Tolls Account” - 


3,051 - 9 



Total Defalcation' - - £. 8,018 7 5 



OJThc actual date of payment not known. 



(*) This cheque is still due to Mr. French, who had not drawn the amount ; if he 
coming. It was, therefore, cashed b}' Mr. Mason improperly. 



to claim it, thearaount should be forth- 






(‘) These two drafts have been drawn ii 
former book. Tliismayhare been done, 
at the Bank. 



i new cheque-book, giving tliem, however, the numbers of cancelled cheques in a 
that two cheques bearing the same number should not be presented for jiayment 



{*) This draft is also drawn in the new cheque-book, the letter 
an intermediate cheque. 



being affi.xed to the number, to show the Bank it wa 



(®) This draft is made out with the number of a 
scroll on the returned cheque and counterfoil do not 
a forgery. 



“cancelled” cheque, as noted hy Colonel Jones on the counterfoil, 
agree at the edges. This signature of Colonel Jones has been sworn 



The 
to us 



MEMORANDUM. 

The following Aments also appear to the dehit of the undermentioned Parties i 
Balance, Appendix, Part II. ; viz. 



i the Shannon books, as shown by the Trial 



Work, Mger Co . . 4 18 l' Cliequo 1,889, , mid Oil, Seplomi.r 1844. 



They seem to have been all 
reccijits liave not been sent in 



y®* '■eceived the money; inasmuch 

to the office, and the drafts appear to have been paid to Mr. Mason. ^ 



their 
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TREASURY INQUIRY, SHANNON NAVIGATION. 



Supplemental to Appendix, Pait I. 



DIFFERENCES between the Shannon Account Books and the Cash or Bank Account, but not affecting 
the Defalcation. 



1845: 
13 Juno 
1 July- 
13 Sept. 
31 Dec. 



3! July 



1841 : 
27 May 
27 July 
24 - 
G August 
(i - 
4 Sept. 

11 Nov. 



1845: 
27 June 



— 


Sums charged 

Shannon Books 
but not paid 
at the Bank. 


Sums paid 
at the Bank, 
but not 
charged in 
Shannon Books 


REMARKS. 


Rents and Tolls ; 
Draft No. 219 
„ 220 


£. s. d. 

380 10 2 
392 7 0 


£. s. d. 


rThese two drafts were drawn for transfer to Works’ 
< Account, but were not presented at the Bank to be 
1, acted upon. 


„ G08 

„ COO 

„ 080 

„ 087 


200 15 8 
8 15 - 
337 1 5 

1,671 6 6 


: : : 


jUiesamel found in Mason’s 

The same ( custody. 

The samej 


Charge for Pass-book - 


3,051 2 3 
- 1 0 


- 1 0 






Amount of Defalca-*! 
tion under Rents [-£. 
and Tolls’ AccountJ 


3,051 - 0 


' - - 


- - The Shannon books and the Cash or Bank 
Account balance, made to do so by these SHj)posed 


Works : 










Drafts Nos. 219, 220 


773 3 8 


- - - 


- - Transfer from rents and tolls not made, as above 
stated. 


Draft No. 945 

„ 998 

„ 1,004 

„ 1,014 

„ 1,017 

„ 1,038 

„ 1,047 

„ 1,084 


3 19 - 

07 11 - 

68 4 4 
91 11 11 
292 3 3 
113 - 2 
429 11 11 


6 13 6 
14 13 3 
69 15 3 
78 4 4 
100 3 5 
302 3 3 
150 13 2 
464 4 8 


DIFFERENCES. 1 
£. 2 14 6 
14 13 3 
2 4 3 
10 - - 
8 11 6 
10 - _ 

- 37 13 - 
34 12 9 


These sums were overdrawn by Mr. 
Rankin, the book-keeper, stated to. 
have been done in error, and sub- 
sequently re-lodged 20th Januan* 
1842. ■ 








f . 120 9 3 




Charge for Pass-book - 
Draft No. 1,193 - 


2 17 3 


- 1 C 


Outstanding check, amount of engineer’s pay. 


Charge for Pass-book - 


- . 


- 1 0 






Draft No. 1,934 - 

„ 1,939 - 

Charge for Pass-book - 
Drafts Nos. 608, 069 - 

Draft No. 680 
„ 687 


16 14 9 

269 10 8 

337 1 5 
1,671 6 6 


- 1 6 


- - Outstanding draft, which should be in Mr. Ma- 
son^ possession, as a sum still due to Mr. Brady. 

- - Outstanding draft, which should be in Mr 'Ma- 
son’s possession, as a sum still due to Harten & Sons 
who became bankrupts. 

' - Transfer from rents and tolls not made, as above 
stated. 

- - - - ditto - - - . ditto. 

- - ' - ditto - - - - ditto. 


„ 74 - - 


32 10 7 


- . - 


--Outstanding draft in Mr. Corneille’s possession* 
a disputed claim. ’ 

See the charge detailed above. 


£. 

Abate — 

Amount re-lodgecl by., 
Mr. Rankin, behigthe I 
total OTerdrawn in > 
1841, per Bank Pass- 1 
book - - J 


4,169 11 5 


1,180 15 4 
120 9 3 


£. 


4,109 11 5 
1,060 0 1 


1,066 6 1 






£. 


3,10.3 5 4 
4,967 6 8 


Transfers not made, &c. 

Amount of defalcation under Works’ Account. 


£. 


8,070 12 - 

106 a 2 


Abate — Amount not identified. 





Actual Difference 
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APPENDIX TO REPORT OF COMMISSIONERS 



Trial Balance of tlie Ledgers, a 


Appendix, Part II. 

s found by the Commissioners of Inquirt 
of each Account. 


:, in the Shannon Office, from the 


commencement 


Amount Account. 
l>r. 


Amount Account. 
Cr. 


Page. 


■ 


Dale of Lust Entry 
under each Account 


Balance Accoui.t. 
Dr. 


Baljp.cn Account. 
Cr. 


£. 


d. 


£. S. 
930 - 


d. 


1 


I- — Upper Shannon : 
TreasuiT, iter Board of Works 


21 Jan. 1841 


£. s. <1. 


£. s. d. 


130 4 


3 


130 4 


3 


2 


listaMishment Account - 








212 7 


4 


212 7 


4 


3 


Works’ Account . . - 








1,273 11 


7 


1,267 1 


10 


4 


Bank of Ireland ... 


31 Dec. - 






299 S 


1 


- 




10 


John Kelly - - . . 


15 May - 






173 13 


5 


- 




12 


Lock-keepers - . . 


13 - 






40 16 


10 


- 




14 


Repairs .... 


23 Feb. - 






48 - 


- 






10 


Captain Tully ... 


13 Mar. - 






86 6 


9 






17 


Contingencies - . . 


31 Dec. - 






202 17 


2 


- 


- 


24 


DreagmffatuaiTicli-ou-SliaiinoD 


20 May - 






8 4 


10 






26 


John Smith • - . . 


6 Feb. - 






So 14 


2 






27 


Dredffine at Drumsna - 


15 Apr. - 






9 9 


- 




- 


29 


Bitto at Jamestown 


15 - 


0 0 ~ 


- 


2,530 13 




2,339 13 








£. 


930 - - 


j 930 - - 


23,914 18 


11 


27,031 4 




1 


II- — Establishment : 
Lords of Treasur\- 


31 Aug. 1846 






2,069 11 


3 i 


2,669 11 


3 


3 


Works’ Account - - . 


31 Dec. 1844 






130 4 


3 


130 4 


3 


4 


Upper Shannon Navieation - 


1 Jan, 1841 






29,400 3 


7 


29,274 7 


3 


5 


Bank Account ... 


14 Nov. 1846 






333 - 


11 


383 - 


11 


13 


Accountant - - . . 








4,123 11 


8 


4,123 11 


8 


16 


Lieutenant-colonel Jones 


. 31 Oct. 1845 1 






1,727 13 


2 


1,727 13 


2 


17 


ii. Wornsbv - - - - 


30 Sept. 1846 







1,950 - 


- 


1,930 - 


- 


18 


H. J. Mason 


28 Fob. 


1 




492 6 


- 


492 6 


- 


19 


J. G. Frew - - - . 


29 Apr. 1843 


__ 1 




836 17 


5 


830 17 


3 


20 


F. Rankin - - . . 


30 Sept. 1846 






602 6 


- 


602 6 


— 


21 


W. A. Ashe - - . . 




1 




110 3 


6 


110 3 


6 


22 


■ John Stephen - . - 


31 Dec. 1841 






548 16 


6 


548 16 


6 


23 


E. UorneiUe - - - . 








508 2 


8 


508 2 


8 


24 


Occasional clerks - - . 


31 Mar. 1846 






406 7 


— 


406 7 


- 


25 


Peter Callan ... 








368 0 


8 


368 6 


8 


20 


F. Callan .... 








262 7 


0 


202 7 


6 


27 


John Larerv ... 


31 Mar. 1841 












103 2 


C 


28 


JN. Hovenden ... 








520 8 


1 


313 6 


10 


29 


Miscellaneous contingencies - 


14 Nov. 1846 






114 19 


-1 


109 17 


1 1 


30 


Car-hire, &.o. ... 


30 Sept. - 






02 17 


5 


92 12 


0 


31 


Books, maps, &c. - - . 


30 - 




_ 


307 11 


11 


286 18 


2 


32 


Postage - 


14 Nov. - 








5 


213 10 


0 


33 


Office fuel, &c. 


31 Aug. - 






1,701 2 


- 


1,684 1 


2 


34 


Travelling expenses 


10 Sept. 1843 










362 0 


10 


33 


It. Oibbons - . . . 


30 Sejjt. 1846 






373 4 


3 


373 4 


3 


58 


John Williams ... 


18 Aug. 1844 






6,000 - 


- 


6,000 - 


- 


63 


Law expenses - . . 


23 July 1843 












115 6 


11 


63 


Descriptive memoir 


31 Mar. 1846 








6 


1,233 13 


6 


66 


Valuation expenses 


30 - 1844 








7 


588 17 


4 


54 


Law contingencies 


3 Nov. 1846 








- 


180 - 


- 


66 


P. Kennedy • - - . 


30 Sept. - 










496 14 


1 


67 


kitting up offices - - - 


30 Mar. 1844 










1,000 - 


- 


68 


Boundary survey ... 


10 - 


j 








1 4 


- 


69 


Fines - . . . . 


31 - 1846 










354 10 


0 


101 


R. Stewart .... 








175 — 


- 


175 ~ 


- 


117 


W. J. Devereli - 


30 Sept. - 








- 


300 - 


- 


118 


-- Paymaster of Civil Services, 








13,396 19 


7 


13,111 10 


8 


119 


Ireland. 

Salaries - - - . 


30 Sept. 1846 






- ' 






- 


15 


R. Callan .... 










- 




- 


17 


M. Mohan .... 












1 3 


ni 


21 


Office expenses - - . 


31 Dec. 


~ 


- 


99,147 4 


30 


! 99,147 4 


10 






£. 


1,116 3 1 


l.UO 1 
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TREASURY INQUIRY, SHANNON NAVIGATION. 







T 


rial Balitncfi of the Ledgers, &c.— 


-coniimied. 






Amount Account. 


Aiiioiiiii Account. 


Ledger 




j D.ite of last Enlry 


Baltince Account. 




Dr. 


Cf. 






j under eacli Account. 


Dr. 


Cr. 


d. 


£• s. d. 




III. — Works. 




£. s. d. 










Personal Accounts : 








— 


310,910 4 4 


3 


Lords of the Treasury - 




. 










Lstablishmcnt . _ _ 











t 231 19 0 


8 


Upper Shannon ... 




- - -1 











Henrv Buck - _ . 











1,008 7 9 


12 


Henrv Renton ... 








yr, 7 


3,013 13 3 


14 


•Tolm Louff - 










1,142 7 5 


10 


Thomas B.arton . - - 








•)85 13 1 


•385 15 1 


18 


Charles A^ignoles . - - 














20 


Nominal awards ... 












22 


W. T. Mulvany - 











1,300 15 4§ 


23 


W. H. Owen 













2-3 


J olm JAetly - . - - 













20 


Boundary survey - - - 




- I IJ 









27 


Rents anti tolls ... 




- _ 1 




3,347 10 8 


5,647 10 8 


29 


Thomas Rhodes . - . 










1,407 - 7 


39 


George Tarrant ... 




1 1 - 








I 42 


Robert Harding - 









1,'JIO 0 9 


1,732 10 3 


1 44 


Thomas Mulvanv - - . 




177 16 4 








j 46 


Martin King - - _ 











13 1 6 


1 47 


J aines Martin ... 




4 14 G 








48 


JAnox Alaunsell - • - 


18 Nov. 1845 











1 49 


Laptain I'liomas litabbs 











289 11 2 


50 


Martin Lyons - . . 









118 10 3 


118 10 3 


32 


James Heiily ... 













53 


IticliarO iU. Bond 











128 10 0 


54 


Johnston & Co. ... 









7 8 0 


7 8 9 


35 i 


William Uodsworth 











' 148 9 9 


50 


John Fogerty ... 


31 - 1845 ; 


— 








37 


A. Siebe - - . . 1 




— 








08 


W. Beary .... 


23 Oct. 1843 











59 


W. D. I^timer ... 









11 0 8 


11 0 8 


60 


Todd, Burns & Co. 













01 


John Tully - 











13 17 3 


: 62 


Samuel Nicholson 









1.067 6 1 


1,667 6 1 


63 


Thomas Smith - 









120 17 1 


113 19 - 


65 


City of Dublin Company 


1 Jan. 1847 


•4 IS 1 








66 


George Tyrrell - 









3 - - 


•5 - - 


67 


Thomas Collins - . . 













68 


John and Robert Mallet 











18 12 - 


69 


Thomas A. Mulvany, sen. 


30 - 











70 


William Llovd - - . 









88 3 8 


88 5 8 


71 


George F. Lvster ... 









8 3 6 


8 3 6 


72 


William Vanderkiste 









20 - - 


20 - - 


73 


Robert Gumming ... 









4 4 - 


4 .4 - 


74 


J. Lambert - 











63 5 — 


73 


Courtnev & Stephens 









1 10 - 


1 10 - 


76 


John Ua.«sidv ... 









24 18 - 


24 18 - 


77 


William Jones - - . 









2 119 


2 11 9 


78 


Robert William H. Gunning - 









4 14 - 


4 14 - 


79 


Poole Gabbett ... 









G - - 


6 - - 


80 


John and Thomas Madden - 









.17 5 5 


07 5 0 


81 


Henry J. Mason - 









387 9 8 


387 9 8 


82 


Frederick W. Hall 









••>33 0 9 


353 3 9 


83 


John S. Mason - - - 









300 - - 


500 - - 


85 


Richard Griffith - 









02 11 3 


02 11 5 


86 


Josepli O’Brien - - - 











4 16 3 


87 


Thomas O’Brien - - - 









13 - - 


13 - - 


88 


William Dalgleish 









-1-3 9 8 


43 9 8 


89 


James S. Hoslop - - . 


‘’9 Oct. 







102 17 I 


102 17 1 


90 


John Sutcliffe ... 









10 17 6 


10 17 6 


91 


Christopher Plunkct 









3.5 4 - 


33 4 - 


92 


Patrick O’Brien - . . 








36 13 - 


00 15 - 


93 


Jacob Owen - . - 


29 Oct. 1844 







494 11 9 


494 11 9 


94 


11. F. Slnlvany ... 








1 11 10 


1 11 10 


95 


Joseph W. Dcluny - - | 


29 - 







30 4 2 


30 4 2 


96 


Jiuncs Slierwood - - - 1 








7 17 7 


7 17 7 


97 


Andrew Stewart — - - | 


31 Mar. 






14 10 - 


14 10 - 


98 


Tiioinas Roberts - - - j 








632 18 1 


632 IS 1 


iii. 


Martinis of Westmeath - - j 


2 Sept. 1846 


- 














1 


{coniinued') 








• .See Note to Appendix, Part I. 
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APPENDIX TO REPORT OF COMMISSIONERS, 



Trial Balance of the Ledgers, &c. — continued^ 



Amount Account. 
Dr. 


Amount Account. 
Cr. 


Ledge 


— 


Date of lust Entry 
in Lodfier 

under uacli .Accoun 


Balance Account. 
Dr. 


Balance Account. 
Cr. 


£. S. d. 
50 - - 


£. S. d. 
50 - — 


100 


III. — Works — continued. 
Personal Accounts : 

John Russell - . . 


18 Nov. 1844 


£. s. d. 


£. s. d. 


712 5 6 


706 11 9 


101 


Sykes & Brookfield 


31 Dec. 1846 







289 9 9 


289 9 9 


-102 


C. E, Masrath and F. Cottosi - 


9 Nov. 1844 







- 5 - 


... 


104 


Rev. T. B. Brady • - - 


20 - 


- 5 - 





45 2 9 


45 2 9 


105 


M. Rcddan - - . . 


23 S^t. 1846 








16 14 9 


... 


106 


John Harton & Sons 


26 Nov. 1844 







11-5 


11-5 


107 


Charles J. Kellv ... 


31 Mar. 1845 







827 6 8 


827 6 8 


30 


W. Makenzie ... 


2 Aug. - 








2,364 8 1 


2,364 8 1 


32 


Thomas Barton - 


13 - 1844 








752 8 - 


752 8 - 


33 


C. M. Vandeleur ... 


4 Dec. 1840 








475 10 9 


475 10 9 


34 


Earl of Clare ... 


5 Mar. 1842 








870 12 1 


870 12 1 


36 


Martin King ... 


13 Aug. 1844 








2,051 7 1 


2,051 7 1 


36 


Charles Ottlev ... 


15 June 1846 








- 1 3 


- I 3 


109 


E. S. Hogan ... 


9 July 1845 








570 11 3 


494 2 4 


111 


Charles Mayne ... 


8 June 1847 


76 8 11 





150 - - 


150 - - 


37 


James B. Burke ... 


16 Jan. 1843 








5 5 - 


5 5 - 


112 


J. Buckley .... 


31 Mar. 1845 








8 5 - 


8 6 - 


113 


Ladv L. Blosse ... 


31 - 








4-9 


... 


114 


Sir Robert Gunning 


7 - 1347 


* 4 - 9 





4. 4 - 


4 4 - 


115 


C. J. Battershy ... 


01 - 1845 








519 12 10 


319 12 10 


116 


W. Donnelly ... 


19 - 1846 








15 10 - 


16 10 - 


118 


M. Lumley - - _ 


31 - 1845 


— 


— 


89 1 6 


89 1 6 


122 


John D. Nesbitt ... 


a July 








48 19 4 


48 19 4 


123 


J. Carroll - - . . 


15 June 1846 








46 1 4 


46 I 4 


124 


Colonel L’Estrange 


9 July 1845 








25 - - 


26 - - 


125 


Colonel H. White - 


30 April - 





— 


78 - - 


78 - - 


126 


Thady Mogan ... 


1 May - 





— 


20 13 - 


20 15 - 


128 


M. W. Hernessey - - . 


15 June 1846 





. — 


6 12 6 


6 12 6 


129 


John A. Treddenick 


24 July 1845 





— 


674 IS 11 


670 12 11 


133 


John Egan .... 


lo June 1847 


4 6 - 


— 


- 15 6 


- 15 6 


134 


R. A. Gray .... 


6 June 1846 





— 


140 10 - 


140 10 - 


135 


S. E. Ellis .... 


15 - 





— 


15 16 10 


15 16 10 


136 


John Davis - - - 


24 Oct. 1845 





— 


55 14 - 


55 14 - 


137 


John Kelly .... 


10 Sept. - 





— 


50 - - 


50 — - 


138 


Mary Bell .... 


10 Oct. 





— 


6 15 — 


6 15 - 


139 


John Kelly, Portumna - 


81 Dec. 1846 








153 18 6 


158 IS 6 


140 


C. Caseburn .... 


2 Sept. - 





— 


- 19 - 


- 19 - 


142 


George Yeates ... 


30 - 1845 





— 


10 19 - 


10 19 - 


143 


M. Flood .... 


2 - 1846 





— 


1.319 14 2 


1,031 17 10 


144 


Lionel Gisborne ... 


8 June 1847 


287 16 4 


— 


7 10 - 


7 10 - 


145 


Marquis of Claniicarde - 


18 Nov. 1845 








14 11 3 


14 11 3 


146 


Thomas Brodie ... 


2 Sept. 1846 





— 


850 - - 


780 - - 


147 


VV . I'lemming ... 


23 Mar. 1847 


70 - - 


— 


11 - - 


11 - - 


149 


James Grant ... 


15 June 1846 








SOO 6 4 


228 13 1 


150 


John Y. Lloyd ... 


8 - 1847 


77 13 3 


— 


2 6 - 


2 5 - 


151 


W. J. Deverell ... 


8 Sept. 1846 








4 7 3 


4 7 3 


152 


C. Atkinson - - - - 


2 - 1845 





— 


98 7 - 


... 


154 


C. Faviell .... 


15 June 1846 


98 7 - 


— 


2 13 - 


2 13 - 


155 


Chambers, jun., & Co. - 


2 Sept. - 





— 


23 4 6 


23 4 6 


156 


John Conrior ... 


2 - - 





— 


770 _ 


563 16 8 


157 


Herbert T. Ottley 


8 June 1847 


206 6 4 


— 


2 5 - 


2 5 - 


168 


Bernard Mullens . - . 


5 - 1846 





— 


- 10 - 


- 10 - 


150 


Mathew Shaw - - . 


2 Sept. - 





— 


18 18 - 


18 18 - 


160 


W. Snclman - 


23 Mar. 1847 





— 


8 12 - 


8 12 - 


161 


Robert Singleton - 


2 Sept. 1846 





— 


172 - - 


172 - - 


266 


VV . itobinson ... 


28 Oct. 





— 


7 12 6 


7 12 6 


167 


Rev. John Delmege 


31 Dec. - 





— 


576 2 5 


538 15 7 


169 


John Dallas ... 


15 June 1847 


37 0 10 


— 


- 2 3 


- 


170 


Post-office Orders 


20 April - 


- 2 3 


— 


144 7 1 


144 7 1 


174 


N. Balfe .... 


23 Mar. - 





— 


33 6 8 


33 0 8 


175 


Thomas Rhodes ... 


23 - 





— . 


680 18 1 


645 2 2 


170 


Arthur Vincent ... 


1 S flino 


35 15 11 





6 - - 




179 


Harry D. liibbons 


7 May - 


G - - 


— 


3 4 10 


... 


180 


James Thornby ... 


14 - 


3 4 10 


— 


107 - - 




181 


James La Touche 


10 June — 


107 - - 


— 


I 15 - 




184 


John Dwyer ... 


10 - 


1 15 - 


— 


524,041 6 4 


506,299 15 G 


- 


Baitk ledger ... - 


14 - 


17,741 10 10 


— 


575,880 0 0 


1,067,420 1 




(Balance, 491,6391. 15s. 3 Jnt.) 




19,380 12 3i 


510,920 7 0^ 



* See Note to Appendix, Part I. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 





TREASURY INQUIRY, SHANNON NAVIGATION. 



Trial Balance of tlae Ledgers, &c. — continued. 



Amount Account, 
nr. 


Amomtt Account, 
1 Cr. 


Ledger 
Psge. ; 


■ 


Dale of last Lnlry 
in Ledger 1 

under each Account. 1 


Balance Account. 
Dr. 


Balance Account. 
Cr. 
















III. Works — continued. 




























(Sub-Ledgers.) 














£. 


,V, 


d. 


' £. 




d. 




Service Accounts. 






£. 




d. 


















First Division : 














9,180 


10 


11 


580 


5 


11 


lto9 ! 


Kilrusli Pier ... 


29 Oct. 


1844 


8,600 


r, 


_ 





- 


5 


- 


- 




- 


17 1 


Carrigaholt Pier - - - 


28 - 


1840 


_ 


r, 


_ 





- 


A 


- 


- 






33 


Tarbert . . _ . 


28 - 


_ 


_ 


5 


_ 




J,160 


5 


- 






- 


49 


Quen'iti Creek ... 


31 Dec. 


1842 


1,160 


5 







1,720 


18 


4 


- 






65 


Bailylongford ... 


26 May 


1845 


1,720 


18 


4 





- 


0 


- 


- 






1 81 


Glynn ----- 


28 Oct. 


1840 


- 


5 


- 


— 


1,942 


3 


0 


- 






. 97 


Foynes Island ... 


15 June 


1847 


1,942 


3 


C 





2,112 


18 


- 


276 


13 


- 


113 


Kilfeery - 


30 Dec. 


1844 


1,836 


g 


_ 


! 


2,256 


14 


- 


270 


9 


- 


129 


Cabircon, Kildysert 


28 Feb. 


1843 


1,986 


r. 


_ 





4,099 


17 


- 






- 


144 


Clare 


15 June 


1846 


; 4,099 


17 


_ 





1 


11 


- 


- 






160 


1 Deel or Askcaton River 


8 Oct. 


1840 


i 1 


11 


- 


— 


22,431 


12 


9 


1,133 


7 


11 










21,348 


4 


- 


- 
















Second Division : 














S,C()7 


17 


2 


; 254 


5 


10 


1 ' 


Arthur’s Ferry ... 


9 April 1846 ' 


8,353 


11 


4 





3,520 


0 


9 


i - 






21 


River Shannon at Rassey 


7 - 


1843 


3,520 


0 


9 


— 


5,581 


2 


0 


5 


3 


10 


41 


Castle Connell . . . 


15 June 


1845 


5,575 


18 


8 





7,200 


10 


11 


1,066 


13 


2 


61 


O’Brien’s Bridge, &c. &c. 


23 Mar. 


1847 


6,143 


6 


9 





12,227 


18 




‘ 




- 


81 


Liraerick Navigation 


15 Jnno 


1840 


12,227 


18 


7 


— 


37,147 


4 


11 


1,326 


3 


10 


i 








35,821 


2 


1 


- 














i 


Third Division : 














4,064 


18 


_ 


3,894 


18 


_ 


110 


Cierhaun • 


1 5 June 


1847 


170 


_ 


_ 


_ 


500 


_ 


_ 1 








179 


Lough Ree - 


2 Sept. 


1846 


500 


_ 


_ 





30,734 


10 




4,810 


1 


3 


I 


Killaloe . - - . 


1 5 J une 


1847 


31,924 


15 


4^ 





556 


15 




256 


15 


- 


9 


Lough Derg ... 


31 Dec. 


1846 


300 









400 


_ 


_ ■ 


. 




- 


17 


Derry Island . - - 


17 - 


1845 


460 


- 


- 





558 


13 


_ 


S 


13 


- 


25 


White’s Ford ... 


9 Mav 


1846 


ooO 


_ 


_ 





57,353 


13 


C 


15,728 


18 


4 


33 


Works at Jleelick 


31 Dec. 


- 


41,624 


15 


2 


— 




18 


6 


82 


11 


10 


41 


Shannon Grove, Counsellor 


TtITIO 




1,360 


6 


S 



















Ford’s. 














45,535 


5 


3 


8,609 


12 


4 


49 


Works at Banagher 


31 Dec. 


- 


37,025 


12 


11 





1,435 


9 


11 


27 


16 


2 


60 


Shannon Navigation Bridge - 


31 - 


- 


1,407 


13 


9 


— 


724 


12 


1 


20 


12 


9 


65 


Sea Hmch ... - 


23 Mar. 


1847 


703 


19 


4 


— 


10,159 


3 


lia 


6,050 


11 


7 


73 


Derrvholmes ... 


15 June 


_ 


3,508 


12 


41 


_ 


4,033 


7 


3J 


3,110 


15 


9 


81 


Bishop’s Island ... 


23 Mar. 


- 


922 


11 


(ii 







0 


11 


2,143 


1 


4 


89 


Garrvmore - 


15 June 


- 


1,627 


1 



















97 


Sliannon Bridge, Cut or Canal 


9 May 


1846 


100 


12 


11 , 



















below. 














9,047 


3 


11 


3,312 


8 


2 


105 


Shannon Bridge, improvement 


15 June 


1847 


6,334 


15 


9 


— 


794 


2 


4 


827 


19 


- 


121 


Ballynatare - 


23 Mar. 


- 


466 


3 


4 


— 






6 


143 


14 


6 


129 


Tullvmove Ford - - - 


15 June 


1847 


2,050 




_ 





400 




_ . 


. 




- 


137 


Calf Isl nd - 


15 - 


1846 


400 


- 







550 






- 




. 


145 


Lorry Island ... 


15 - 


_ 


550 


- 


- 


— 


1,015 


2 


5 i 


166 


2 


6 


153 


Rann Island ... 


15 - 


1847 


850 


- 


- 


— 




_ 








. 


161 


Middle Shannon Grand Canal 


15 - 


1840 


5 




_ 







9 




1,010 


- 


_ 


169 


Works at Athlone 


8 - 


1847 


15,334 


9 


_ 





2,479 


2 


lOS 


- 




- 


191 


Curreen .... 


11 - 


- 


2,479 


2 


10 ? 


— 


10,422 


2 


9 


1,651 


3 


10 


193 


Lanesborough - 


19 Sept. 


1845 , 


8,870 


IS 


11 


— 




9 


4 


49 


10 


7 


201 


Kilnacarrotv ... 


19 - 


_ . 


982 


IS 


9 





295 


13 


3 


_ 






209 


Crompawn - - - - 


18 Nov. 


- 


295 


13 


3 


— 








. 






■ 217 


Erra ----- 


23 3Iar. 


1847 


538 


13 


7 


— 


617 


14 




. 




- 


225 


Cloonbearlaw ... 


23 - 


- 


017 


14 


- 


— 




12 


10 


_ 




_ 


233 


Ixidge Cut - 


15 Feb. 


_ 


4,321 


12 


10 





2,358 


1 


10 


1 . 






241 


Lanesborough to Tai'monbarry 


8 April 


- 


2,358 


1 


10 


— 
















and Cloadraii Lock. 


i 












200,345 


11 




51,804 


5 


10 










.238,541 


5 




- 



051. L 
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APPENDIX TO REPORT OF COMMISSIONERS, 



Trial Balance of the Ledgers, &c. — continued. 



III. 'W’oEKs— 

(Sub-Ledgers.) 

Service Accoiinte. 

Fourth Division ; 

Clondrah Canal 
Tarmonbarry (the river course) 
Lough Forbes - . . 

Cloneeii Cox and Cloonfad - 
Bird Island Works 

BirdlslandandRooksey Awards . 
Rooksey Works - - . 

Derrycarue - - - . 

Lough Tap and Skeagh Point 
Lough Nauogue — Dredging - 
Jamestown Canal - - . 

Druinsna - 

Mount Campbell and Charles- 
town. 

J amestown . - - - 

Doyle’s Island . . . ; 

Comacorroo - • 

Inishmucher - - - - 

Grose Islands ... 
Cai'i'irk-on-Shaunon 
Carriolus Point . . - ^ 

Hartley . - . . i 

Port - .... j 

Leitrim ... . i 

Dredging .... 3 

Kilbride Deer Park - - 1 



Battle Bridge 
Lough Allen Canal 
Drumslianbo Harbour - 
Beatantra and River Course • 



2 Sept. - 
lo June 1839 
15 - 1S46 



aflen. 

Lough Allen • 



River-^ut at Mount- 10 Sept. 184t5 
Allen- ... 15 June 1840 



Tributaries and Contingencies : 
ScarilF River ... 
Improving the navigation of 
the tributaries between Kil- 
laloe and 'I'aniionbarry 
Carnadoe — shoal at bridge - 
Carrigeen .... 
Tumna .... 
Analecky and Doctor Weir’s 
Awards. 

Analecky Works ... 
Doctor 'VVeir’s Works - 
Cloonacarrow - , . 

Cootehill - - - . 

Oakport Lough ... 
Oxhill Island ... 
Knockvicar .... 
Boyle River .... 
Dredging vessels, barges. &c. - 
General contingencies - 
V.aluation expenses 
Fitting up establishment 



1.5 June 1847 
7 April - 
9 July 1840 
26 Nov. 1842 



1 May 1845 
9 July - 



23 Mar. 1847 
30 Dec. 1843 
80 - 



ry 

Balance Account. 
Dr. 


Balance Account. 
Cf. 


£. S. rf 


£. 5. (1. 


7 28,313 17 3 





J . . . 





42 19 0 





7 5,726 4 - 





6 282 15 10 





1,816 ID 9 





7 18,257 14 2 





1 207 I 4 





3 11 17 11 





- 5 - 





* 25,899 16 2 





1,506 12 2 





3 690 6 - 


— 


9,520 2 1 


__ 


656 12 8 





1,111 4 - 


— 


2 3 - 


— 


10 3 7 


— 


6,403 1 11 


— 


- 1 6 


— 


3 15 6 


— 


617 10 7 


— 


882 3 2 


— 


34,672 15 6 
123 16 4 




136,608 18 10 


- 


249 13 -1 




214 12 10 


— 


67 3 2 


— 


692 12 8 


— 


603 3 6| 


— 


20 18 7 




1,904 3 10| 


- 


3,539 15 7| 




5,000 - - 


— 


8,386 12 8 




3,006 17 1 


— 


12 17 5 


— 


103 7 11 


— 


830 7 4 


_ 


476 16 2 


— 


40 7 9 


— 


2,431 11 11 


— 


2 5 10 


— 


35 5 7 


— 


13,515 5 9 


— 


13 14 8 


— 


12,519 15 6 


— 


7,400 18 0 


— 


. 


— 




— 


57,315 19 lOj' 


- 
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TREASURY INQUIRY, SHANNON NAVIGATION. 



»3 



Trial Balance of the Ledgers, &c. — continued. 



SUMMARY OF WORKS’ ACCOUNT. 



SUB-LEDGERS. 


AMOUNT ACCOUNTS. 


BALANCE ACCOUNTS. 




Dr. 


Cr. j 


Dr. 


Cr. 




£, s, d. 


£. s. d. 


£. s. d. 


£. s. 


1st Division . . - - - 


22,481 12 9 


1,333 7 11 


21,348 4 10 


— 


2 d ditto 


37,147 4 11 


1,320 2 30 


35,821 2 1 


— 


3d ditto - 


290,340 11 7i 


61,804 5 10 


238,641 5 9j 


— 


4th ditto ------ 


153,574 15 3 


16,965 16 6 


136,008 18 10 


— 


otii ditto ------ 


1,904 3 lOj 


- 


1,904 3 10^ 


— 


Tributaries, &c. ... - 


59.678 1 10| 


2,362 2 - 


67,315 19 10| 


— 


Total Sci-vice Accounts ... 


503,131 10 3J 


73,951 15 - 


491,539 15 3J 


_ 


Total Personal Accounts - - - 


575,880 6 3 ' 


1,067,420 1 Cj 


19,380 12 3^ 


510,920 7 62 


£. 


1,141,011 10 CJ 


1,141,011 16 6J 


510,920 7 62 


510,920 7 6| 















Ledger 




1 Date of last Entry I 


















1 in Ledger 


1 Balance Accoi 














1 






Page. 




1 under eaeb .Account 












Dr. 




1 Cr. 












Dr 






Cr. 


















IV.— Rekts and Tolls : 
















£. 


s. 


d. 


£. 


s. 


d. 




Volume First: 






£. 


s. 


d., 


£. S. 


d. 


*’8,344 


1 




27,104 


14 


24 


1 


Bank Account - . - 


8 June 


1847 


1,239 


7 


1 







12,220 


o 




9,764 


6 


H . 


41 . 


- - 1 st Division, Limerick to 


7 - 


_ 




16 


61 


— 














Killaloe. 














2,484 


19 


8 


3,599 


17 


10 


01. 


--2d ditto, Killaloe to Shannon 
Harbour. 


^ - 


- 






- 


1,114 18 


2 






6 


198 


17 


6 ■ 


84 I 


- - 3d ditto, Shannon Harbour 


22- - 


_ 


114 


- 


1 





















and Athlone. 
















624 


10 




816 


7 


8 


101 


4th ditto, Athlone - - - 


21 - 


- 








191 11 






15 


6 


562 


- 


4 


121 


5th ditto, Lanesborough 


7 - 


- 


1,402 


15 


2 


— 


1,533 


17 




11,895 


5 


5J 


141 


Rents ----- 


26 - 


- 


- 




- 


10,361 7 


6 


2,540 


9 


11 


20 


- 




101 


General Charges - 


1 Jan. 


- 


2,520 


9 


61 


— 




30 


0 , 


30 


2 


11 


181 


Boundary Ser^'ice - - - 


31 Dec. 


1841 


— 






— 




310 


17 


4 


6 


10 


- 


182 


Fishery Account - - - 


31 - 


1846 


310 


7 


4 


— 




_ 


12 


6 


9 


15 


6 . 


185 


Fines ----- 


1 Jan. 


- 


- 






9 3 


— 


12 


6 


7 


67 


4 


6^ 


190 


Gauging and Weighing Boats 


1 - 


1847 


5 


2 


-h 


— 










_ 


1 




195 


Fees tor renewal ot certiticates 


1 - 


1846 


- 




- 1 


— 


1,093 


5 


6 


1,125 


13 


3 


201 


-•Lower Shan., LimericJt to the 
Sea. 


7 June 


1847 








S3 6 


8 




15 


64 


2,397 


15 


H 


212 


Works’ Account . • - 


31 Dec. 


1845 






. 


— 








10 








213 


Loans ----- 


30 June 


1847 


14,203 


2 


10 


— 




1,451 


4 


3 


8,233 


■2 


4 


215 


- - Board of Public Works. 


■ 30 - 


— 


- 




- 


6,781 18 


1 












Loan No. 5 Account. 


















1 


9 


5,970 


_ 


6 


217 


Ditto, Loan No. 70 Account - 


30 - 


- 


- 






5,043 IS 


9 


1 


1 








• 


251 ! 


Post-o£hce Orders 


8 - 


- 


1 


1 


- 


— 




70,518 


11 


H' 


71,801 


14 


n 




Volume Second: 




£. 


23,253 


1 


74 


23,535 4 


7 
















Personal Accounts : 












































13 


6 


8 


13 


6 


8 


1 


D. Hipwell - - - - 


8 Sept. 


1343 1 








— 










4 


4 




1 


R. Maguire . - - . 


19 Apr. 


1845 














3 


_ 


9 


3 


- 


1 


J. Rocliford & Sons 


31 Mar. 




— 






— 




294 


1 


3 


294 


1 


3 


2 


R. T. Mulvany . - - 


24 Sept. 


1846 


— 






— 






7 


10 


682 


15 


1 


3 


W. Mackenzie - - - 


7 Apr. 


1847 


28 


12 


9 


— 








3 


198 


3 


4 


4 


John Long - . - . 


8 J une 


- 


13 


18 


11 


— 








1 


98 


19 


1 


7 


Thomas Barton, K.illaloe 


27 Aug. 


1846 


— 






— 










0 


2 


6 


8 


Robertson & Co. - - . 


24 Sept. 


1846 


— 






— 






0 




120 


o 




9 


W. Ellis ... - 


31 Dec. 


- 


— 






— . 










_ 


11 


6 


10 


Sir R. Routh - - . 


24 Sept. 


- 


— 






— 








0 , 


14 


12 


6 


11 


Henrv Buck - - - 


30 Oct. 


- 









— 








2 


9 


1 


2 


12 


John Harton - - . 


31 Dec. 


- 


— 






— 






4 


11 


61 


4 


11 


13 


Henry Renton - - - 


12 Oct. 


1843 









— 




1 


_ 


4 








14 


M. Healy . - - - 


9 Jan. 


1847 


1 


- 


4 


— 




_ 


18 


4 








' 15 


D. Kenny - . . - 


12 - 


- 


- 


18 


4 


— 






18 










16 


John Deegan . - . 


10 Feb. 


_ 




IS 


4 


_ 
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APPENDIX TO REPORT OF COMMISSIONERS, 



H 



Trial Balance of the ledgers, kc.—coniimed. 













— 


— 






Ledge] 




Date of last Entr\ 


Balance Account 




Dr. 


Dr. 


Page. 




under each Accouni 


• Italaiice Account. 








IV. Rents AND Tolls — couthiuei 


i. 






£. s. d. 






Volume Second — cmitinucd. 








£. A d. 


t 


Pcreoiial Accounts 




£. c. d. 


[£. s. d. 


64 10 10 


64 19 10 




T.W.Hall - - . . 






S40 10 8 


214 2 5 




Pati'iek Rochford - - . 




26 8 3 


— 


11 15 6 


11 13 o 




W. J. Deverell - - . 




— 




23 1 6 




Representatives of Sarah Bradv 






— 




26 4 S 




Martin Lyons - . . 










38 17 7 


25 


S. M'Muhon 




12 5 6 


— 




54 18 8 




James Drisooll - - . 




— 


2,097 S - 


2,016 18 9 


31 


Terence Smith, Collector 


7 May 
26 June - 


8 4 


— 


889 14 9 
147 10 8 


530 9 - 

131 5 8 


35 

36 


John Egan - . . . 

John Kelly, Portumna - 


359 5 9 


z 




477 13 7 




Timothy Carroll - . . 


o 


103 15 8 
324 6 7 


— 


26 3 9 


62 7 7 

15 19 2 


43 


1'. A. Muivany, Shannon Brid 2 :e 
John T. Lloyd - - . 


24 - 


li 


2 13 


2 13 


44 


John Mcacham - - . 




lu 4 / 


— 




5 13 3 




L. Bayley - - - . 




1 


— 




2 13 6 




City 01 Uubiin Company 
fSteaml. ^ 


1 Jan. - 


* - 4 6 


— 


184 5 - 

809 14 4 

47 2 3 


24 8 8 
136 18 10 
j 809 14 4 

26 4 3 


46 

46 

49 

52 


IV. P. Morris 

C. Hogan - - . . 

John Kelly • . _ . 

L. Gisborne - - . _ 


17 May 1844 
8 June 1847 
24 Sept. 1846 


27 0 2 
20 18 - 






13 11 7 


55 


Martin Kinrr 




— 




I 11 17 - 


53 


W. Clutferbuek - . . 






— 




- 10 6 


55 


Edwin Butler 










116 10 10 


56 


James Healy - 


31 Dec. 1840 




— 




1 - 5 


57 


C. A’’ignoles - - . 










40 10 3 


57 


James Mai'tin 




■ao 1 






6 10 - 


58 


M. Egan - 




~ o 4 






- 3 9 


58 


James Lambert 










46 18 3 


59 ^ 


George Tarrant - 










29 18 8 


61 : 


W. Donnellv 










2 13 - 


62 


Joseph Delanev - 






— 


o 1 0 


3 15 


62 


Joseph Raitli 










7 7 - 


63 


T. Eland - - . 










6 14 3 


64 


Alexander Greene 










3 18 7 


6.5 


George Tyrrell 










45 19 6 


66 


Johnston & Co. 










3,422 10 2 


68 


Commissioners of Public Wnrl-Q 










6 10 1 


71 


Rev. T. Irwin 










3 6 10 


72 


Todd, Bums, & Co. 






— 


2 4 - 


12 - - 

2 4 - 


73 

74 


Grand Canal Company - 
G. T. Lyster 


8 June 1847 


12 13 10 


- 


5 7 9 


5 7 9 


74 


W. Drummond & Sons - 










- 3 - 


75 


Patrick Divine 


19 Apr. - 








8 13 9 


76 


G. Hoyte - 


4 1" '' 






17 10 - 


77 


W. Pidgeon - - . . 










- 4 - 


77 


Whitestone & Co. - 








— 0 3 


- 5 3 


78 


Knox, Maunsell, & Co. - 










45 - - 


78 


John Tully - - . 




, 




- 5 - 


- 5 - 


79 


Perrv & Co. - - . 










47 10 10 


80 


C. S. Ottlev - - 










26 19 3 


80 


M. Uttley - . _ 




15 9 9 






20 15 3 


83 


C. Carolin & Co. - - . 






5 0 3 


5 6 3 


84 


John Sutcliffe 








51 1 7 


41 11 6 


85 

86 


James Fagan ... 

Jolin Hennessey - - . 


23 Apr. 1847 


2 4 - 


- 


/a 1 / rs 




89 


M. W. Hennessey 




1C 0 n 




220 1 1 8 
34 7 8 


82 18 9 
34 7 8 


92 

93 
95 


Joseph O’Brien - - . 

C. Maync - . . 

John Connor 


31 Mar. 1845 
8 June 1847 


137 12 11 








96 


John S. Mason ... 










- 9 - 


97 


C. Casebourne - . . 












98 


Joseph Buckley ... 


9 June 1847 






n Oir n r 


10,561 19 5 




















1,283 - - 


- 



* Sec Note to Appendix, Part 1 
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Trial Balance of the Ledgers, &c. — continued. 



SUMMARY OF RENTS AND TOLLS ACCOUNT. 



— 


AMOUNT ACCOUNTS. 


— 


BAL.INCE ACCOUNTS. 


Volume First - 
Volume Second 

Totau - - £. 


Dr. 

£. s. d. 1 
70,518 11 7 1 
11,845 2 5 


Cr. 

£. s. d. 
71,801 14 7 ^ 

10,501 19 5 


Volume First - 
Volume Second 

Total - - £. 


Dr. 1 

’ £. s. d. 

■ 22,252 1 7i ; 

, 1,282 3 - 


Cr. 

£. d. 

23,535 4 7 J 


82,303 14 


82,363 14 


23,535 4 74 


23,535 4 71 





Amount Account. 
Cr. 


Ledger 




Date of Last Entry 
in Ledger 

under each Account. 


Balance Account. 
Dr. 




Dr. 


Page. 




Balance Account. 


£. S. d. 
4,956 7 - 


£, s. d. 
4,956 7 - 


I 


V. Repatme.nts by Indivi- 
duals’ Accounts : 

Bank of Ireland . » . 


12 Jan. 1847 


£. s. d. '■ 


£. s. d.- 


944 16 8 


944 10 8 


6 


Ear! of Clare - 


2 - 1843 







2,330 5 8 


2,330 5 8 


7 , 


Crofton M. Vandeleur - 


11 - 1847 


_ 





4,956 7 - 


4,950 7 - 




- - Paymaster Civil Services, 


12 - 


_ 




632 10 1 


632 10 1 


13 


Ireland. 

William and Randall Burrough 


3 Dec. 1844 






129 2 1 


129 2 1 : 


14 


John Bindon Scott 


28 Jan. 1846 ; 


- 


- 


13,949 8 6 


1 13,949 8 6 








- 


- 



Apoendix, Part III. Appentiis,. 

. Part III. 

COPIES of CoREESPONDENCE With TREASURY and Audit Boards, respecting the Correspondence 
Exhibition of Accounts. respecting the 

exhibition of Ac- 

counts. 

Sir, Audit Office, 14 February 1843. 

It appearing by the accounts of the Right honourable T. F. Kennedy, Paymaster of Civil 
Seiwices in Ireland, that the sums described in the margin* were issued to you on account 
of the Commissioners for improving the River Shannon, between the 1st October 183!), and 
the 24th March 1842 : 

1 am desired by the Commissioners for Auditing the Public Accounts, to observe, that 
as three years have now elapsed since the date of the first issue, they are desirous of being 
informed when tliey may expect to receive the accounts. 

I am further to observe, that as tlie Parliamentary votes are taken for a twelvemonth, to 
31st March ineacli year, it is desirable that all public accounts should be made up and ren- 
dered for the same period ; it would, therefore, be very desirable that the accounts for the 
above service should be made up and delivered into this office, from 1st October 1839 to 
31st March 1842 ; and in every subsequent year, to the 31st March in each year. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) John Lewis Mallet, 

Major-general Sir John F. Burgoyne, &c. &c. Secretary. 



* 1 Occober 1839 
8 October 1840 
2 January 1841 

19 February — 
19 — 

10 April 



£. s. d. 


1 


£. a. d. 


500 - - 


i 5 July - 1841 - 




2,500 - - 


1 2 October - 




(>50 - - 


30 November — 


172 10 - 


1,214 '7 b 


1 29 December — 


650 - - 


3>>50 - - 
12,850 - - 
5-’3 - - 


I 24 .March - 1842 - 


437 - - 


£. 


14,107 17 G 



L3 
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APPENDIX TO REPORT OF COMMISSIONERS, 



Aopendix, 

Partin. 

Correspoiitlence 
respecting the 
exhibition of Ac- 
counts. 



Shannon Commission Office, Custom House, Dublin, 
Sir, 17 February 1843. 

I AM directed by the Commissioners to acknowledge the receipt of your letter ofthe 14th 
instant, addressed to Sir John Burgoyne ; and, in reply, I am to inform you, that previous 
to the receipt of your communication, the accounts of the expenditure of the several sums 
issued to the Board by the Paymaster of Civil Services in Ireland, for two years ending 31st 
December 1841, had been prepared for the purpose of being rendered to the Commissioners 
for Auditing the Public Accounts, agreeably with the instructions to tbvrt effect, received in 
the course of last year, from the Lords of the Treasury, and were only delayed in order that 
the account for last year, which is nowin course of being made out, might accompany them. 

I am, however, to observe, in reference to the concluding paragraph of your letter, that the 
Commissioners, being required under the provisions of the Act 2 & 3 Viet., c. 01 , to render 
to Parliament a detailed account of all sums received and expended by them to the 31st day 
of December in each year, the several books are necessarily closed and balanced up to that 
date, and their accounts, which are now ready to be submitted for auditing, have been con- 
sequently stated for the same period. If, however, it materially interferes with tlie arrange- 
ments of your department to receive the accounts unless they are made up to the 31st of 
Mai'ch in each year, the Commissioners will direct new accounts to be prepared, though it 
would be attended now with considerable inconvenience in this office, owing to the pressure 
of business in preparing the annual accounts for Parliament, and the certificates for the 
several grand juries liable to the repayment of advances under the Act of Parliament. 

I am at the same time to suggest, whether the accounts as at present stated might not be 
received by your Board, and the Commissioners would direct a supplemental account to be 
immediately made out, embracing the period between the termination of the last account, 
viz. 31st December 1841, and the close of your financial year, viz. 31 March 1842 ; and being 
aware of the regulations of your Board, there would be no difficulty in making u]> and in 
rendering the accounts for the present and each subsequent year to the 31st March in each 
year. 

Should the Commissioners for Auditing the Public Accounts see no objection to acqui- 
escing in this suggestion, the accounts as stated, together with the several vouchers in 
support of same, will be forwarded to your office on receiving a communication from you to 
that effect. 



John Lewis Mallet, Esq. 

Audit Office, London. 



(signed) LI. Hornsby, 

Secretary. 



• Sir, Audit Office, 20 February 1843. 

I AM directed by the Commissioners for Auditing the Public Accounts to acknowledge 
your letter of the 17th instant, relative to the accounts of the Shannon Commission, and to 
state in reply thereto, that the Commissionei's will not require, under the circumstances 
mentioned in your letter, that the above accounts should be made up to any other period 
than to the 31st December in each year ; and that you are at liberty to transmit for examina- 
tion, those for two years to 31st December 1841, which have been already prepared. 

I am, &c. 

(signed) John Lewis Mallet, 

E. Hornsby, Esq. Secretaiy. 



Gentlemen, Treasury Chambers, 20 June 1844. 

I AM commanded by the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury to inform you, 
that, having desired the Commissioners of Audit to state to their Lordships their opinion as 
to the nature of the account it will be proper to require of the monies which pass through 
your hands, their Lordships have been informed by those Commissioners, that it appears to 
them that, as the whole of ihe monies passing through your hands for the improvement of 
the Shannon are public monies or Exchequer Bills, the principle laid down by this Board, in 
regard to the accounts of the Commissioners of Public Works in Ireland, would require 
that you should render complete accounts, with vouchers, for the whole of the appropriation 
of such monies and Exchequer bills ; and that you shall likewise make up and render for 
examination, accounts, with vouchers, of the rents and tolls revised by you. My Lords, 
therefore, desire that. you will transmit to the Audit Cffice, up to as late a period as pos- 
sible, the accounts ofthe expenditure of sums imprested lo you under votes in the Miscel- 
laneous Estimates, in continuation of the accounts already transmitted ; and that you will 
prepare with ail reasonable despatch, and forward to the Auditors, when completed, attested 
accounts ofthe sums received and expended by you, and ofthe sums paid thereout, such 
accounts to be made up from August 1839 to the latest period, and supported by the neces- 
sary authorities and vouchers ; and to be accompanied by some statement, properly authenti- 
cated, of the sums certified to grand juries by you, under the 64th clause of the Shannon 
Act, to be repayable by counties, and of the agreements made with owners of estates, under 
the 67th clause of the Act, with respect to the payment of their contributions towards works 
by which they are to be benefited. 

Ihe Shannon Commissioners. (signed) G. Clerk. 
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Shannon Commission Office, Custom House, Dublin, 
Sii', 28 June 1844. 

Wk liave the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 26th instant, com- 
municating the commands of the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury as to the 
nature of the accounts wliich their Lordships require us to render of the monies passincr 
through our hands ; and in reply we beg to state, that the accounts of the expenditure of sums 
imprested to us under votes in the Miscellaneous Estimates for our office establishment up 
to the 31st March last, have already been transmitted to the Audit Office ; and with refer- 
ence to the other accounts, we will take immediate steps for complying with their Lordships’ 
directions, but at the same time we have to observe, that from the very detailed nature of 
these accounts the preparation of them will occupy a considerable time, and to enable us to 
do so additional clerks will be required. 

We have, &c. 

,p, 5. , q, - , (signed) J. F. Burgoyne. 

ihe Secretary, Treasury, London. Harry D. Jones. 



Gentlemen, Audit Office, London, 9 December 1845. 

The Commissioners for Auditing the Public Accounts having had under their considera- 
letter addressed by you to Mr. Trevelyan (which was forwarded to this office 
in a Treasury letter, dated 3d August 1844), dated 28th June 1844, wherein you refer to the 
transmission to this office of your accounts of the expenses of your office establishment, as 
Commissioners for the Improvement of the River Shannon, to the 31st March 1845, and 
state, with reference to the other accounts, that you will take immediate steps for complvino- 
with their Lordships’ directions : r r j = 

directed to observe, that no accounts than those for the service above mentioned 
to 31st March 1845 (valuation and law expenses to the 31st December 1841), have been 
l eceived at this office. I am therefore directed to refer you to. the directions contained in 
the accompanying extract from a Treasury Minute of 21st June 1844, and to desire that an 
account in respect of the services therein described, made up from August 1839 to 31st De- 
cember 1844, may be transmitted to this office with as little delay as possible, accompanied 
by the necessary vouchers and authorities in support thereof, and that your subsequent 
accounts mny be forwarded here so soon after the close of each year as can be conveniently 

I am, &c. 

^ (signed) John L. Mallet, 

Major-genei-al Sir J. F. Burgoyne, k.c.b. Secretaw. 

Harry D. Jones, esq. ^ 



Shannon Commission Office, Custom House, Dublin, 

, 17 December 1845. 

I AM directed by the Commissioners to forward to you the following accounts of their 
receipts and disbursements; viz., for 

1. Law and valuation, final account. 

2. Fitting up offices in Custom House. 

3. Boundary surrey. 

4. Maintenance of Upper Shannon Navigation and buoys and beacons on Louo-h 
Derg to 31st December 1841, together with tfie necessary vouchers and other documents 
ill support of same ; and I am to request you will have the goodness to obtain from your 
Board the requisite authority for having the accounts audited in the usual manner. 



I am also to add, in reference to your communication of the 9th instant, that other accounts 
are in course of preparation, and will he submitted to the Commissioners of Audit as soon 
as their detailed nature and the pressure of business attendant on the making up of the Par- 
liamentary and grand jury accounts at this period of the year will admit. 

The accounts and vouchers referred to in the former part of this letter go forward by this 
day’s post ui three distinct parcels, the receipt of which I am to request you will ha4 the 
goodness to acknowledge, 



John L. Mallet, Esq., 
8cc. &c. &c. 



I have, &c. 

(signed) E. Hornsby, 

Secretaiy. 



Sir, ^ . . Audit Office, 8 July 1846. 

1 AM directed by the Commissioners for Auditing the Public Accounts to refer to your 
letter of the 17tli December 1845, forwarding several accounts of the receipt and expenditure 
of the Shaiinun Commissioners ; and stating that other “ accounts are in coui-se of prepara- 
tion, and will be submitted to this Board.” ‘ 

As no subsequent accounts have been received, I am to request that you will call the 
lim ticular attention of the Shannon Commissioners to the delav, aiul request that tlie ac- 
counts of the several services under their control, made up to the"3Ist March 1846, may'be 
^4 transmitted 



Appendix, 
Part III. 

Correspondence 
respecting the 
exhibition of Ac- 
counts. 
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transmitted to this office with all practicable despatch, accompanied by the vouchers in 
support thereof, and that their future accounts may be made up and forwarded to this office 
so soon after the close of each year as can conveniently be done. 

I am, &c. 

(signed) John Lewis Mallet, 

E. Hornsby, Esq. Secretary. 



Shannon Commission Office, Custom House, Dublin, 
Sir, 22 July 1840. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 8th instant, and beg 
to forward herewith an account of the receipts and disbursements for the office establish- 
ment of this Commission during' the year ending 81st March 1840. 

I am further directed to mention, for the information of the Commissioners for Auditing 
the Public Accounts, that the statement of the Commissioners’ receipts and disbursements 
under their “ rents and tolls ” account is in a forward condition, and would by this time 
have been completed, but that owing to the extreme pressure of business this season upon 
the department of Public Works in Ireland, that Board was obliged to avail itself of the ser- 
vices of the experienced hands employed under this Commission. 

So soon as the urgency of the demand for the service of those gentlemen under the Board 
of Works shall admit of it, they will resume the preparation of the accounis, which shall 
then be forwarded with all practicable despatch. 

I liave, &.C. 

John Lewis Mallet, Esq., Secretary (signed) E. Hornsby, Secretary; 

to the Commissioners for Auditing the Public Accounts. 



Sir, Audit Office, 21 April 1847. 

With reference to the latter part of your letter dated 22d July 1848, in which you state 
the cause of tlie delay in rendering the accounts of the Commissioners for the Improvement 
of the Navigation of the River Shannon up to 31st March 1840 : 

1 am directed by the Commissioners for Auditing the Public Accounts to draw your at- 
tention to the large amount, upwards of 130,000/., issued to the Shannon Commissioners, 
now remaining unaccounted for. The Commissioners of Audit wish to press upon the con- 
sideration of the Shannon Commissioners the desirableness of their accounts being rendered 
as speedily as possible, and therefore request that the accounts of the several services under 
their control may be made up with all practicable despatch, and forwarded to this office, 
accompanied by the vouchers in support thereof. 

I am, &c. 

(signed) John L. Mallet, 

E. Hornsby, Esq., Shannon Commission Office, Secretary. 

Custom House, Dublin. 



Shannon Navigation. 

Office of Public Works, Custom House, Dubliu, 
Sir, 24th April 1847. 

1 HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 2lst instant, expressing 
the desire of the Commissioners of Audit that the outstanding accounts connected with the 
Shannon Navigation, should be rendered as speedily as possible ; and in reply, beg to state 
that the causes which were in operation at the period of my letter to you of the 22d July 
1846, for delaying the completion of the accounts then in. hands, have not since admitted of 
their being resumed. 

The extreme pressure of business on this Board occasioned by the relief service, which 
originally made it necessary to withdraw the gentlemen conversant with the Shannon ac- 
counts from their preparation for your Board, has not yet relaxed so as to admit of their 
again taking them in hand ; however, as stated in the letter I have referred to, the accounts 
were in a forward state when obliged to be laid aside, and every effort shall be made to 
hasten the completion, in order that they may be transmitted to your Board, accompanied 
by the vouchers in support thereof, as soon a.s any diminution of the pressure of the relief 
business will permit attention to be devoted to them. 

I have, &c. 

John Lewis Mallet, Esq., Audit Office, London. (signed) E. Hornsby. 
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(A.)— No. 11 . 

Mr. Ranhin, What balance have you in bank on Shannon accounts the last balanctno- day ? 

T. S — 25 Oct. 1847. 

On 25th October 1847, Works, 10,387/. 11 s. Gd. Rents and Tolls, 1 , 578 /. 19s. &d. 

F. R. 



(B.)— No. 15. 

j o • , Summerville, Wednesday Morninsf, 

My dear Mr St.ckney, 27 October 1847. 

1 HAVE to thank you for the statement of the bank balances up to the 23d instant. I 
observe you have considerably reduced the Drainage Debtor balance, and from Mr. Wil- 
liams s memorandum, that there will be a further considerable reduction shortly. “ The 
General Account _ still exhibits a large debtor balance ; will not the Treasury do somethin^- 
towards reduciiig it . With regard to the piers and harbours, I think if you could stimu- 
late our Iriend Hornsby, a considerable sum might be collected from parties who are bound 
Under any circumstances, I should think there would be no 
vided under tlm Treasury out of the grant portion of the funds pro- 

The Shannon Bank pass-books are in one of my drawers, and I expect the doctor will 
^ ^ to-morrow or next day, when I will let you have them. 

Ihe doctor has just arrived, so must conclude in haste. Believe me, &c. 

(signed) H. J. Mason. 

(C.)— No. 27. 

My dear Mr. Stickney, Summerville, Dundrum, 31 October 1347 

1 «-As under the impression that the Shannon Bank pass-books were all toagther; norcan 
I now think where any of the old ones are if they are not to be found in my drawers, of 
which I believe Mr. Hickson has the key; the one key opens all the drawers in my table 
except one, which does not contain any strictly official papers. It is probable that 'in the 
many hurried moves winch we have so often been obliged to make from one office to another 
that they have been carefully stowed away in some safe liidins place; and as I trust to b’ 
able in a few days to make my appearance among you at the "Custom-house, I am sure we 

shall be able to forage them out. 

I should be glad to have an opportunity of seeing Mr. Anderson’s new forms, if he lia.s 
sent any of them over. I think he mentioned that he intended to have them printed in 
London, and to forward them to the Board for their inspection previous to final approval. 

Ihanks lor your kind inquiries as to my health aud strength, which, under the circum- 
stances, 1 may say are rapidly progressing: aud but for an unexpected delav and mistake 
in the manufacturing of my crutches, I had hoped, notwithstanding vour kind protest 
against, it, to have paid you a visit before this at the Custom-house. * ^ 

With kind regards to Mrs. and Miss Stickney. Believe me. See. 

(signed) H. J. Mason. 



(D.) — Nos. 29 to 34. 

Monday, 1 November 1847.— List of Drafts found by Mr. Hornsby and Mvself in the Iron 
Safe, old Shannon Office. 



NO. 




)ATE. 


AMOUNT. 


ORDER. 








£. s. d. 




547 


1845 - 1 


31 March 


1 8 8 








1 1 J une 


260 13 8 




C80 


1845 

1845 - 1 


1 July 
13 Sept. 


8 15 — 

337 1 5 


( 8 /. 13s.) R. F. Mulvany. 




1845 - 1 


24 Dec. 






1,093 


blank • ' 


blank - 


- 8 - 






! ditto 


ditto 


- 16 - 




1,148 


ditto 


ditto 


- 4 - 




1,159 


ditto 


ditto 






880 


ditto 


ditto 






881 


ditto 


ditto 


- 16 - 




883 


ditto 


ditto 


1 - - 




603 


ditto 


ditto 


1 - - 






ditto 


ditto 


1 - - 




636 


ditto 


ditto 


- 13 4 




076 


ditto 


ditto 


10 15 6 


(Blank.) 




ditto 


ditto 


8 13 S 


George Macklin ( 8 /, 13s. 8 rf.) 






£. 


2,305 13 9 












(signed) Thomas Stichnev. 


251 . 






M 


K. Hornsby. 
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APPENDIX TO REPORT OF COMMISSIONERS, 



Appendix, 

Part IV. (E.)— No. 38. 

Memoeanoum for Mr. Stickney regarding the mode in which the accountant’s business 
was carried on under tlie Shannon Commission. 

Mr. Mason joined on 1st September 1030, and continued to act as accountant to the end 
of February 1846, when, on his removal from the Shannon Commission to the Board of 
Works, Mr. Hornsby acted as accountant up to the consolidation of the two Boards in 
October 1846. 

I was appointed towards the end of September 1831), and was given charge of the books 
in January 1840. 

During the first two years of the existence of the Commission, my impression is that 
Mr. Mason and Mr. Edwai'd Corneille shared in doing the great part of the bank business, 
but i do not think it was any person’s fixed duty. 

Any drafts drawn in 1839 were, I think, filled up by Mr. Mason. It became ray business 
to fill the drafts for the works” accounts in the beginning of 1040, and ever since then I 
have drawn them, except on special occasions, such as absence, &c-, when they might have 
been filled by Mr. Mason, Mr. Hornsby, or Mr. Williams. 

When there was a likelihood of but one of the Commissioners being in town for some 
time, it was the practice to get some blank drafts signed by one Commissioner before leaving, 
to be used as occasion might require. Whilst any of these signed drafts remained in the 
draft books, they were Icept by the accountant, and sometimes filled in below stairs, tlie 
legisterof payment being taken from the counterfoil. 

I also recollect blank drafts to have been taken out of the books, and I believe forwarded 
by post for the Commissioners’ signature, when urgently required. These would be filled 
lip after being returned to the accountant; sometimes, if not always, by him. 

By direction of the Commissioners, the bank pass-books were taken up from my charge 
by Mr. Mason in the early part of 1840, since whicii I have never had possession of them. 

I think it was in the beginning of 1842 that Mr. Edward Corneille was charged with the 
special duty of making all payments, lodgments, and remittances, which he performed up to 
the close of 1844, except for two or three months, when on leave of absence from ill health, 
during which Mr. Mason acted for him. 

Mr. Deverell succeeded Mr. Corneille iu January 1845, and took up the same duty in 
which, I think, he acted up to September 1846. They both kept petty cash ledgers, in 
which all payments made by them were recorded. 

The rents and tolls books were kept by me from January 1840 to November 1841 ; they 
were then taken charge of by Mr. Gibbons, who kept them until March 1842, when Mr. 
Williams took them up and retained tliem until May 1846, at which time they reverted to 
me. It was usual, I think, for the person who kept the books for the time being to fill the 
drafts. 

1 November 1847. (signed) F. Rankin. 



(F.)— No. 31. 



Memoranoum. — Drafts in which errors of the following amounts have occurred in the 
year 1841, which do not appear charged against the bank, the overplus being relodged 
without entry : 

£. s. d. 



No. 955 
„ 998 

„ ],004 
„ 1,014 
„ 1,017 
„ 1,038 
„ 1,047 
„ 1,084 



2 14 6 
14 13 3 

2 4 3 

10 - - 
8 116 
10 - - 
37 13 - 
34 12 9 



£. 120 9 



3 



The above does not affect the balance being on both sides of the bank account, and not 
on either sides of the Commissioners. The errors were committed by me in the hurry of 
business, and the mode of rectifying them was directed by Mr. Mason. 

1 November 1847. (signed) F. Rankin. 



(G.)-No. 44. 

Mr. Sticknev is requested to take possession of the Shannon account papers of every 
description, and allow no person to enter the office they are placed in, except in company 
with himself. 

2 November 1847. (signed) .h Radcliff. 

Thos. A. Larcom. 
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(H.)— No. 53. 

My dear Sii', ^ Office of Public Works, Dublin, 2 November 1847. 

The Commissioners of Public Works are to meet this day at noon, to investigate certain 
iiTegularities in the accounts of the “ Shannon” Commission. 

And as it does not appear from their inquiries who was in the habit of conveying tbe bank 
pass-books (for the Shannon) to the bank, and thence to the Custom-house, it would greatly 
oblige them if you would ascertain this matter, and also at what intervals these were usually 
written up? 

I shall leel obliged to you for a brief reply as soon as convenient. 

Believe me, &c. 

To William Graves, Esq. (signed) Thos. Sticlaiey, Accountant, 

(Endorse.)' 

The bank pass-books were written up and balanced : 

1845: 17 June, 28 July, 3 November, 22 December. 1840: 31 March, 18 April. 

Message by Mr. Geoghegan, assistant secretary: 

That the bank cannot state who took the pass-books. T. S., 2 November 1847. 



Appendix, 
•Pan IV. 



(I.)— No. 101 (a). 

Memoranda. — Mr. Mason, accountant to Shannon Commission, 1st September 1839, 

end of February 1848. 

Mr. Hornsby, ditto. Ditto, end of February 1846. — October 1846. 

The Consolidation Act, 9 & 10 A'^ict. c. 86, dated 26th August 1846. 

Mr. Mason, accountant Board of Works, February 1846, until Treasury Minute, 31st 
August 1846, which appointed him assistant accountant ; but he acted untirMr. Stickney’s 
arrival in Dublin on the 2d December 1846. 

Shannon.— Mr. Francis Rankin, book-keeper, from end of September 1839 until the 
sealing up of the office, on Tuesday, 2d November 1847. 

Mr. Edward Corneille appears to have been cashier from until his 

ill health removed him from duty, end of December 1844, and he died in February 1845. 

Mr. Rankin filled updrafts for the “Works” account from beginning of 1840. Continued 
up to this time. Exceptions: W'hen absent, &c. (This is questionable****). 

Mr. John Williams kept books connected with “ Rents and Tolls ” account. He filled up 
draits sometimes. He filled up letters of acknowledgment, to be signed by the accountant 
for sums which the accountant acknowledged to liave received, and which tbe accountant 
directed, in the usual course, Mr. AVilliams to acknowledge, as above, and to enter in a book 
to the debit of bank. (Mr. Deverell seems to have sometimes filled up these letters of 
acknowledgment.) 

Mr. Deverell succeeded in January 1845 to part of Mr. Edward Corneille’s duty. 
(Deverell gave no security. Corneille had given a bond.) 

Mr. Stevens appears to have been at one time employed in the Shannon office. 

Mr. Richard Field Mulvany appears to have been in“that establishment, and, as I hear, 
collected or controlled some part of the “ Rents and Tolls.” 

Mr. Rendall Gibbons was in that office. 



Kept by Rankin 
„ Gibbons 

„ AVilliams 

,, Rankin 



Rents and Tolls Books. 
- from Jan. 1840 
„ Nov. 1841 
„ March 1842 
„ May 1846 



to Nov. 1841. 
„ March 1842. 
„ May 1846. 
„ Present time. 



There was also, at one time, in the Shannon Office, Mr. John Frew, a clerk, whose ill 
health occasioned bis removal. 



(K.)— No. 263. 

Gentlemen, Treasury Chambers, 25 January 1840. 

The Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury have had under consideration your 
letter of tlie 14th ult., in which you submit a scale of salaries for the several persons pro- 
posed to be employed in the office establishment of your commission, and also a letter 
from Sir J. F. Burgoyne, of the 7th September last, e.xplaining his views, not only upon the 
question of the office establishment, but on that of the legal business, and the employment 
of engineers and surveyors in the execution of the works ; and their Lordships have directed 
me to communicate to you their instructions on the several points adverted to therein. 

251. M2 It 
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Appendix, It appears to my Lords that when the works under your direction are fully commenced 

Part IV. you will have need of the assistance of an establishment of clerks, &c., to the extent now 
proposed ; and their Lordships are therefore pleased to approve of the following' scale of 
salaries as the ultimate expense to be incurred in that branch of the service ; viz. “ 



, , £.5. d. 

Commissioners, exclusive of travelling expenses - - COO - -per annum 

Secretary - - - . SOO - - „ 

Accountant - _ _ 

Two senior clerks, 150 /. each 300 -- 

Two clerks, 100/. each 200 - - ”, 

Two ditto, 90 /. each ” 

Occasional clerks _ _ ” 

One office-keeper, 1 /. 1 s. per week - - - -54 12 - ” 

Two messengers at 15 s. per week - - - - 73 - - ’ 

Two office-cleaners at 1 /. per week - - - - 52 - - ” 



My Lords do not deem it expedient to add the title of assistant secretary to that of 
accountant, as proposed by you, as they apprehend that the secretary and tiie accountant 
will be fully occupied with their peculiar duties, to which it is desirable that the attention of 
each should be exclusively confined. The same consideration has governed their Lordships 
in adopting the scale of salaries for the clerks, since it appears, from Sir J. P, Buro-oyne’s 
letter of the 7 th Septembei-, that one of each of the two senior clerks, and of those oi' the 
second grade, will be attached to the secretary and accountant respectively ; whereas, 
if the duties of those clerks were not distinct, a graduated scale of salary and of rank 
would, in the opinion of my Lords, have been a premrable mTaiigeinent. But, in sanctioniiio- 
the above as the ultimate establishment of the office, with a view to the formation of esti- 
mates for the service for the ensuing year, my Lords desire it may he understood that 
the employment ot officers is to be confined to the actual wants of the .service ; and that it 
will be iiecessaiy that you should submit, for the approval of this Board, the number of 
persons whose services you propose at present to engage j and, that after the employment 
oi that number has received the sanction of their Lordships, their further authority must be 
obtained for the appointment of additional persons from time to time, according- to the 
exigencies of the service, until the full establishment now sanctioned as the maximum 
IS tilled up. 

This bi-aiich of the expenditure of your commission, including the contingent and 
travelling expenses, must be provided for by sraiit of Parliament; you will, therefore, 
immediately frame an estimate of the amount which will be required from the commence- 
ment of the service until the termination of the year ending 31 st March 1841, and submit 
the same to the Lord Lieutenant, in order that it may be included in the estimates for 
miscellaneous services in Ireland for the year ending at that period. 

My Lords will liereafter give directions in regard to the repayment of the sum of 500 1 . 
which has been advanced to you for this service. ’ 

You do not advert in your letter to the question of legal expenses ; but Sir J. F. Eun>-OYne 
in his letter above referred to, states his impression that this branch of the expenditure will 
be defrayed from the funds appropriated to the undertaking by the Act 2 & 3 Viet. c. 61. 
If this be the case, my Lords conclude that provision is made for the expenses attending 
the conveyance of property, &c., under the head of “ Amount of Compensation awarded 
for Premises required, ” m the estimates attached to the reports of the Commission of 
Inquiry. Upon this point, however, their Lordships desire further information : and they 
also request your opinion in regard to the manner in which it was contemplated that the 
costs of any litigation in which you may be involved, not immediately connected with the 
transfer of property, and other arrangements under the awards, should be defrayed. 

Whatever determination, however, may be arrived at as to the mode in which these 
expenses are to be defrayed, it will be your duty to take care that the costs of the 
solicitor, and other legal functionaries employed by you, should be rendered at stated 
periods, in order that no arrear may be suffered to accumulate, and that the total charge for 
this service for each year, may be included in your annual accounts to be laid before 
Parliament. 

It appears that the salaries and expenses of engineers and superintendents are included 
m the estimated cost of works, and no separate provision will therefore be required 
for that expense; but my Lords desire that, previously to contracting any engao-ernents 
with persons of this class, of the nature adverted to in Sir J. F. Burgoyne’s letter; tlie same 
may be submitted for the approval of this Board. My Lords desire, in conclusion, to 
impress upon you the necessity of a very strict system of account being introduced 
respecting the advances and repayments, with the view to the prevention of any arrears 
being incurred ; and they desire that, in the annual accounts to be submitted to Parliament, 
the amount of the advances, and of the repayments due and received, may be clearly exhibited ; 
and, m cases in which any repayments due are not made good, the same may be specifically 
se oi th. With the names of the parties or public bodies from whom such repayments con- 
tinue due. ^ ■' 

The Conmissionere for the Improvement (signed)**"’ C’.’ E. Tnvdum- 

ot the Shannon Navigation. ^ 
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Appendix, 

(L.) — No. 277. Part IV. 

. 20 February 1845. 

I AM directed by the Commissioners to inform you, in reference to their letter of the 2 d 
February 1842, that, in consequence of the death of Mr. Edward Corneille, they authorize 
the amount of all letters of credit, &c., drawn in their favour, to be paid on the joint 
signatures of myself and their accountant, Mr. Henry Mason. You will, therefore, have the 
"oodness to give the necessary instructions on this head to the proper officer in your 
department; and, when the accountant may be unable to attend to receive the amount, the 
•same may be paid to the person presenting the letters of credit bearing our j oint signatures. 

To the Secretary, General Post Office. 

The Secretary, National Bank; also, Provincial Bank. 

Note. — The originals of this rough copy have been seen, which bear the signature of Mr. 

Edward Hornsby. 



(M.)~294. 

Shannon Commission, 2 Februaiw 1842. 

We beg leave to notify to you that we have appointed Mr. Edward Corneille to receive 
the amount of all Post-office orders made payable to us, and to request that, until further 
directions to the contrary, you will have the goodness to authorize the proper officer in your 
department to pay him the amount of such Post-office orders, upon his signincr his 
name thereon under that of the secretary, which in no case is to be dispensed with.'’ The 
autographs of those gentlemen are enclosed herewith for your information and guidance, and 
Mr. Corneille will be able to get a gentleman in the Post-office to identify him. 



The Secretary, General Post-office. 



We have, ic. 

(signed) J. F. Burgoi/ne. 

Harry D. Jones. 



(N.)— No. 300. 



Letter similar to (M.) addressed 
respectively. 



to the Secretaries of the Provincial and National Bank 



(0.)— 5G3. 

Tub entire amount of the checks, Nos. 038, 1,014, 1,017, 1,038, 1,047, and 1,084 which 
were drawn from the bank post hdls by Mr. E. Corneille, not being posted mto S 
ledger, this .s to certify that the foil ainonnt of said checks was delivered by him to me 
drawn as directed, and that the deBeient snm (not being required for the purpose specified 
and since repaid into the bank by me) was retained by me without tte knLed“e’ 
or consent of Mr. Corneille ; and as the checks bear his endorsement, this is mven at ins 
request to exonerate him from any participation in the same. ° 



I H^B examined all the books and heard Mr. Rankin’s aeconnl of the transactions 
referred to, and am quite satisfied that the wntten statement on the other side, simred by 
Ml. Rankin, is perfectly coirect, and that Mr. Corneille had no participation whatever in the 
misappiication of the money though he is much to blame for allowing the bank pos b IE 
out ol ins hands until he had entered them in the bank post bill book, which it was^s dn tv 
.tnoiSTby”^^^^^^^^^ ‘I- ”>i-pplicatio„ of iS 

M January .842. 



26'- 
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(P. p.) — Page 64. 

SHANNON COMMISSION.. 



NAME. 


Employment. 


Appointed. 


Discontinued. 


For Rate of Pay. 














£. 


s. 


d 




Colonel Jones - 


Commissioner 


1 Sept. 


1889 






600 




~ 


p’ annum 


Edward Tornsby 


Secretary 


1 Sept. 


1839 






300 






_ 


Henry J. Mason 


Accountant - 


1 - 


- 










— 


— 


John G. Frew - 


Chief Clerk? - 


14 Oct. 


- 


30 April 


1843 






- 


— 


Francis Rankin 


Book-keeper 


20 Sept. 




• 




“ 






per diem 




Cleric - - 


12 Oct. 




8 Jan. 


1846 


90 






u’ annum. 












1844 


90 


— 


— 


— 


John Stephen - 


ditto 


17 Dec. 


1839 


6 Mar. 


1841 


90 


- 


- 


— 


'William J. Deverell 


ditto - 


1 Feb. 


1843 




- 






■ 


~ 


Occasional Clerks 




















Laurence Mooney - 


Clerk - - 


21 Nov. 


1839 


26 Nov. 


1889 


- 




- 


per diem. 


Thomas Bentley 


ditto 


12 Dec. 




31 Mar. 


1844 










James Bournes 










1889 










John Maclean - 


ditto 


1 - 


1840 


29 Feb. 


1840 










'Williams Latimer - 


ditto - 


1 Feb. 


_ 


31 Mar. 


1841 






- 


— 


C. F. Eleterlon 


ditto 


1 April 


_ 


6 Nov. 


1840 


- 




- 


— 


John AVilliams 


ditto - 


27 June 


- 




' 






- 


— 


AV. F. Greeny - 


ditto 


In July 


_ 


. 


. 


1 




- 


entir^-. 


iViichael Aennedv - 


ditto 


1 Dec. 




81 Dec. 


1840 








per diem. 


Kandal Gibbons 


ditto - 


30 - 


- 


* 




- 




- 


— 


Arthur Huband 


ditto 


18 Mar. 


1841 


24 Dee. 


1842 


- 






- 


Michael Kenny 


ditto - 


1 Feb. 


1842 


28 Feb. 


_ 


- 




- 


— 


Robert Scales - 


ditto - 




1843 


26 July 


1845 










Philip Kennedy 


ditto - 


6 - 


- 


- 


- 


- 




- 


— 


Michael Egan - 


ditto 


1 Feb. 


1846 


22 Mar. 


1845 


_ 




_ 


_ 


Robert J. Boylan - 


ditto 


6 - 


■ 






■ 




“ 





- - Paid 656 1. per annum from 
1st September 2840 ; paid 601 1. 
10s. per annum from 30tli No- 
vember 1841. 



- - Pay, 1001. per nuiuim, 1st 
October 1839; pay, 1201. per 
annum, 1st January 1841. 



Office of Public Works, 12 November 1347. 



- - Pay fixed at 00 /. per annum, 
1st April 1842. 



- - Pay fixed at QOl. per annum, 
1st Jan. 1841. 

- - Paid os. Qd. per diem from 
12tb October 1842. 



- - Paid 901. per annum, 1st 
July 1843. 



E. Hornsbij, Assistant Secretary. 



P. 1.— (G14.) 

LIST of Drafts Cancelled, but afterwards presented by Mr. Mason, and paid to him at the Bank of Ireland. 



N. B . — These Drafts, with others, were all drawn at one period. 



Drafts. 


DATE. 




SERVICE. 






AA'orks. 


Establishment. 


Rents and Tolls. 




665 


16 Sept. 1842 - 


£. s. d. 
20 16 1 


£. s. d. 


£. 5. d. 


Draft in hands of solicitor. 


671 


27 - _ . . 


15 8 1 






- - - ditto. 


1,127 




135 3 - 




. 


Draft cannot be found. 


1,143 




29 8 3 






- - - ditto. 


1,146 




, 60 8 3 






- - - ditto. 


1,113 




1 57 13 7 


. 




' Draft in hands of solicitor. 


1,140 




47 5 - 


. 




j - - - ditto. 


1,102 




129 8 6 






- - - ditto. 


1,107 




53 14 1 




. 


1 - - - ditto. 


1,118 




' 130 13 8 








1,122 




207 9 8 






- - - ditto. 


1,123 




255 16 1 




- 


- - - ditto. 


1,152 


20 April 1844 - 


44 8 - 






- - - ditto. 


1,094 


10 May - 


114 6 






- - - ditto. 


J,098 


10 - _ . - 


13 18 10 






- - - ditto. 


1,131 


12 - _ . - 


4 5 - 


- 




- - - ditto. 






3 11 - 






- - - ditto. 






7 19 1 ' 


. . • 




- - - ditto. 






306 19 7 


. 




-- This draft was originally drawn 






* 300 10 8 






for ],53H. Is. Qd. 


2,071 




127 - - 






- - Draft in hands of solicitor; sig- 


£. 


1,969 - 11 


- 


- 


natures su])posed to be forgeries. 



* These two drafts were drawn in a separate draft book, and do not appear to have been passed in the usual way to the 
book-keeper. The numbers are duplicates of former cancelled drafts. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



TREASURY INQUIRY, SHANNON NAVIGATION. 



P. 2.— (614.) 

List of Drafts filled up and Signed by the Board for certain Sums, which were afterwards 
altered to larger Amounts oy Mr. Mason, and paid to him at the Bank of Ireland. 



.'Ippendii, 
Fan IV. 



Draft. 


Date. 


Works. 


EstablisUinent, 

1 


Rents and 
Toils. 


Obserrations. 


882 


30 Nov. 1840 


£. s. d. 
8 1 - 


£. s- d. 


£. .s. d. 


- - Charged in bank pass-book, 


880 


10 Jan. 1841 


3D - - 


. 




308 1. I s. j draft not to be found. 

- - Charged in bank pass-book, 


1,-087 


20 Mar. 1843 


2 4 0 




, 


139 1 . ; draft not to be found. 

- - Cliarged in bank pass-book, 


1,678 


5 May 1843 


' 9 






152/. 4s. 9(/.; draft not to be 
found. 

• - Charged in bank pass-book, 


1,148 , 
2,068 


4 July 1844 
16 June 1845 


5 




- 


191 ; draft in hands of solicitor. 

- - Charged in bank pass-book, 
303/. 3s. j originalsum of 4s. does 
not appear in ledger; draft witli 
solicitor. 


2,070 


10 - 


150 - - 






licitor. 

- - Charged in bank pass-book. 




£. 


213 9 9 


i 


- 


450/.; di-aft with solicitor. 



P. 3.— (614.) 



List of Drafts drawn to repay Advances from one Account to another, and which ought to have 
been lodged to the Credit oi‘ the Account out of which the Advances were made, but which 
were presented by Jlr. Mason at the Bank, and Paid, and tlie Proceeds appropriated by him. 



Draft. 


Date. 


1 Works. 


Establishment. 


Rents and I 
Tolls. ' 


Observations. 


558 j 


18 July 1845 


£. s. d. 


£. s. d. 

392 14 3 


£. s. d. 


- - Should have been lodged to 


1 

204 


1 

23 Sept. 1841 




1,214 17 6 




credit of ” Works’ Account,” 
to repay advance; draft found. 
Ditto ; draft not found. 


400 


31 Dec. 1841 




“ - - 


726 7 9 


Ditto; draft found. 




£. ' 




1,607 11 9 


726 7 9 





P. 4.— (614.) 

List of Lodgments which were made in the Bank of Ireland, by Mr. Mason, for which no 
Entries appear to have been made in the Books of the Office ; the Bank Pass-Books being the 
only Record that the Lodgments were made. 



D.ATE. 


— 


1 

1 amount. 


1841 : 




£. s. d. 


30 December - 


Cash - . - . 


120 13 - 


1842: 






12 January 


Ditto - - - . 


: 765 19 11 


20 — - 


Ditto 


! 120 9 3 


1846: 






7 May - - - - 


Ditto - - - - 


- = 3 




Total Amount - - £• 


1,012 4 5 
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List of Drafts drawn in Repayments of Advances, which have been brought to account in 
“Works’ Ledger,” but do not appear to have been received by the Bank. 



DATE. 












AMOUNT. 








£. 5. 


d. 


31 Dec. 1840 
12 March 1841 


For Upper Shannon, repayments 
- W.H. Owen 


' 


32 13 
8 17 


11 

3 


25 Sept. 


- Works at AtLlone 


. 


10 - 




25 - - 


— General Contingencies - 




45 1 


5 


6 Dec. — 


- Dredging Vessels 




1 19 




22 - 


- W. Mackenzie - - . 




23 14 


2 


31 - 


- Upper Shannon - 




C 18 


3 


31 Dec. 1842 


- Nominal Awards - . - 




1 14 


5 




Total - 


- £. 


130 18 


5 



P. 6.— (G14.) 

List of Drafts found by Mr. Hornsby and myself in the Iron Safe, Old Shannon Office,, 
Monday, 1 November 1347. 

(signed) T. Stickney. 



NO. 


DATE, 


AMOUNT. 


OBSERVATIONS. 


547 


31 March 1845 


£. s. d. 
18 8 


Commissioners, Public Works. 


668 


11 June - - - 


260 15 8 




669 


1 July - - 


8 15 - 


R. F. Mulvany. 


680 


13 Sept. - 


337 I 5 


Works’ Account. 


687 


24 Dec. - - - 


1,671 6 6 




1,093 


Blank . - . . 


- 8 - 


Mem. Awards. 


1,141 


Ditto - 


- 16 - 


i.or(l K.Umaine. 


1,148 


Ditto ... - 


- 4 - 




1,159 


Ditto - - . . 


- G - 




880 ! 


Ditto - 


- 16 - 




881 


Ditto ... - 






883 


Ditto - . - . 


1 - - 


Lord Hartland. 


602 


Ditto - - - . 


1 - - 


Board of Public Works. 


624 


Ditto .... 


1 - - 


Myles O’Reilly. 


636 


Ditto - - - ' - 


- 13 4 


David Brvne. 


676 


Ditto - - . . 


10 16 0 


Blank. 


313 


Ditto ... - 


8 13 8 


George Mackljn. 




Total - - £. 


2,305 16 9 





(Q.)— Page 55. 

Sir, Treasury Chambers, 27 August isao.. 

The Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury having had before them the Act of 
this session for the improvement of the navigation of the River Shannon, I have it in 
command to inforrii you that it appears to my Lords that yourself. Major H. Jones and 
R. Griffith, esq., will be the most competent persons to perform the duties of Commissioners 
under the said Act, and that upon receiving fiomthe Master-general and Board of Ordnance 
a communication permitting Major Jones to be so employed, my Lords will issue their 
warrant appointing yourself and those gentlemen to act during the pleasure of my Lords in 
superintending the improvement of the Navigation of the River Shannon. ’ 

M y Lords are in the meantime desirous of receiving from you a scheme of the establish- 
roent of clerks and officers which may be required for the purposes of the said Act, and of 
the rate of salaries or payments which you would recommend to their Lordships’ considera- 
tion, the remuneration of Major Jones being fixed at the same amount of salary assiened to 
the junior Commissioners of the Board of Public Works. ° 

My Lords fully rely upon your discretion that the establishment shall be limited to what 
is absolutely required for the fulfilment of the intentions of the Legislature, and also desire 
me to call your attention to the possibility of providing accommodation for the Shannon 
Commission in the Custom-house at Dublin. “>*nnon 

My 
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My Lords consider that no steps should be taken for the practical execution of the works Appendix, 
until they shall have had before them your recommendation for tlie mode of proceeding, and Part IV. 

until the establishment shall have been approved of, and all the appointments made which, 

as far as practicable, should be made from the persons employed by the Commissioners of 
Inq^uiry into the Shannon Navigation. 

Considering the time that has elapsed since the several awards for compensation have 
been pronounced, one of the first duties to be performed will be to pay such of the parties as 
may require it, the amount of damages to which they may be severally entitled, taLng pos- 
session, on the part of the public, of the property which shall thereupon be assigned to and 
vested in the Commissioners. 

I am also to acquaint you that, it is the desire of my Lords that a separate account should 
be opened at the Bank of Ireland, under the name of the Shannon Navigation account, and 
that all the expenditure and receipts which may pass through the hands of the Commission- 
ers shall appear in such account. 

My Lords further desire me to state to you, that they consider that by carrying on the 
proposed works for the most part during those months of the year when, from~want of 
employment and the high price of provisions, the state of the labouring poor is peculiarly 
exposed to privations, much of incidental benefit may be obtained, applying the principle so 
far as circumstances will admit ; their Lordships are desirous of learning from you what will 
be the amount of annual expenditure you anticipate (which in the judgment of my Lords 
should not exceed 100,000 I. in any one year), it will be necessary to provide for, and the 
dates and amounts of the several issues of Exchequer bills wliich maybe required. 

I am, &c. 

Sir John Burgoyne; K.C.B., Dublin. (signed) G. T. Pennington. 



(R. 1.) — Page 55. 

Shankok Commission. 

(Act 2nd & 3rd Viet. c. 61.) 

Rules to be observed by Inspectors, Toll Collectors, and Lock-keepers, See., in furnishing 
their Accounts. 

No. 1. All persons employed under this Commission at a fixed rate of pay will receive 
their salary at the end of each month, together with such charges or allowances for travel- 
ling expenses, postage, incidents, 3cc., as are sanctioned by the Commissioners. 

No. 2. Inspectors of works, toll collectors, lock-keepers, &c., are required to forward to 
the Commissioners, so as to reach their office on the last day of every month, a detailed state- 
ment of any disbursements they may have made on account of postage, carriage of parcels, 
or other incidental expenses during the month, in order that it may be submitted to the 
Commissioners, and if approved by them, remitted along with the amount of salaries for the 
same period ; also a return showing the number of men who may have been employed in 
perfoimiiig any repairs or works to the lock gates, banks of canals, &c., and describing 
generally the nature of the work executed ; and, in every case, the date of the Commission- 
ers’ letter authorizing such expenditure must be referred to. 

No. 3. Inspectors of works, toll collectors, lock-keepers, &c., are required at the end of 
each month to furnish a voucher and receipt foe- their pay and incidental charges on either 
of the two printed forms which have been approved by the Commissioners for that purpose ; 
the large form (lettered A.) to be used only where there are more than three persons in the 
district or station to be paid. These forms are to be carefully filled up by the principal 
officer in charge of each district or station, to whom, in all cases, the amount of salaries due 
to himself and the persons placed under his superintendence will be remitted, and who will 
be held answerable for the due payment thereof. 

No. 4. At those stations where the large form is used, the principal officer will be required 
to keep in a book with which he will be provided, a copy of each month’s account (such 
copy to be certified by him to be correct), so that it can be produced at any time the Coni- 
niissioners may call for it. 

No. 5. It is not necessary that the parties receiving money should attach their signatures 
to the duplicate pay sheet, but where it can be effected without much trouble it is very 
desirable that it should be done : in cases, however, where this cannot be accomplished, the 
signatures should be copied into the book, so as to preserve an exact counterpart of the 
account furnished. 

No. 0. Where the small form (lettered B.) is made use of, each person’s account must be 
filled up in duplicate, and both the duplicate and its counterpart must be cut out of the 
printed form book, and forwarded to the Commissioners’ office in Dublin immediately on 
the payment of the money, together with their vouchers and receipts for any disbursements 
on account of postage and other contingent e.xpenses ; and it is desirable that these latter 
vouchers should, as far as practicable, correspond in form with the printed one used for 
salary, both as regards the account and certificate, and receipt attached to it. 

No. 7. When the party receiving the money is unable to write, be is to affix liis mark, 
which must be witnessed by some person who can write, such person not being the indivi- 
dual paying the money; — thus, “John x Doe,’’ — “ Witness present, Richard Roe.” 

251. '' N No. 8. 
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Appendix, No. 8. All persons paying money on account of this Commission, wlien it is practicable. 

Fart IV. are to take receipts on the printed form adopted by the Commissioners, and, in all instances, 

are requested to take particular care that bills and receipts are correctly worded and dated ; 

and they are distinctly to understand that the authority of the Commissioners for each item 
of expenditure will, in every case, be required by the accountant before lie discharges the 
bill. 

No. 9. Under the 34th section of the Act 2 & 3 Viet., c. 01 , receipts for money paid or 
received by or for the Commissioners, on account of this Commission, are exempt from stamp 
duty. Receipts upon unstamped paper must always have cleaily written on the face 
“Shannon Commission.” 

No. 10 . In no case wili an account or receipt be allowed to pass in which there is an 
erasure. Where a mistake appears the correction must be made by drawing a red ink line 

across it (thus ef), but on no account will an obliteration by means of a knife be permitted. 

No. 11. In case of any eiror or informality in or upon the declaration made by a party 
before a magistrate in support of his account or voucher, or iu regard to the attestation of 
such declaration, the necessary corrections or amendments must be made by or in the 
presence of the magistrate before the same had been taken, and with the consent of the 
party declaring. 

No. 12 . No articles are to be furnished by tradespeople to any of the Commissioners’ 
offices without a written autliority first obtained for that purpose ; and all charges will be 
disallowed for which a written order given with the sanction of the Commissioners cannot 
be produced. 

No. 13. Inspectors, toll collectors, lock-keepers, &c., are to forward to the Commissioners 
a list of the vouchers and other documents which they may send, and in cases where vouch- 
ers are lost or mislaid to make a note to that effect. 

No. 14. The gross amount of tolls received by toll collectors, &c., in every case, must be 
forwarded to the Commissioners without any deduction whatever. 

No. lo. Whenever toil collectors and lock-keepers have occasion to remit halfpence or 
fractional parts of a penny in the tot of the periodical accounts, which they will have to 
furnish to this office, they are, pro tempore, to retain such fractional parts of a penny, and 
add the same to the next or succeeding account of tolls for the purpoee of being subsequently 
remitted, but so tliat at any time they shall not remit to the Commissioners’ office a less sum 
than one penny in the amount of such tolls. 

No. 16 . Should any unavoidable circumstance prevent the transmission of the accounts 
within Ihe time limited, the same must be notified to the Commissioners, and a satisfactory 
explanation given of the cause. 

No. 17. All communications on the subject of accounts, or financial matters, are to be 
made the subject of separate letters. 

No. 18 . In no cases are the printed forms to be altered at the out stations. 

No. 19. All persons employed under this Commission, who may require articles of 
stationery, or any of the printed forms used in this service, are directed at the end of each 
month to make out, on one of the forms provided for that purpose, a list of such articles as 
they and their assistants will probably require during the succeeding month, and to forward 
it along with their accounts to the Commissioners’ office, where it will be checked and ex- 
amined, and the articles demanded, or such of them as are approved of by the Commission- 
ers, will be supplied j but ill no case, e.xcept under very particular circumstances, will an 
issue of stationery be made during the intermediate periods. 

The principal officer at each station is directed to communicate to the several persons 
placed under his supeiintendence the purport of such of the foregoing regulations as may be 
necessary for theii' gttidance. 

By order of the Commissioners, 

Dublin, 25 March 1840. (signed) H. J. ~Mason, Accountant. 



(R.) 2.— Page 55. 

Extract from the Rules and Regulations prescribed by the Commissioners of the Shannon 
Navigation to the Persons employed under their orders, so far as the same apply to the 
collection and remittance of tolls and other dues payable to them on the public account. 

0. An exact register of all boats arriving at, and departing from each station, is to be 
kept, in which the transactions of each day are to be entered in a clear and distinct manner, 
immediately after they shall have occurred, care being taken to give as detailed an account 
as possible of the nature of the cargo, the tonnage, and draught of water of each boat; 
together with tlie date and hour of arrival or departure, the amount of tolls, wharfage, and 
other particnlavs, all of which are to be carefully entered in the columns under tlieir respective 
headings, in the printed forms furnished for that purpose, so that upon inspection at any 
time by the Commissioners, or any other officer appointed by them, the regtster will be 
found to give a correct account of the proceedings up to the period of examination. 

6. The entries in the register of the tolls, tonnage, and other particulars required by the 
printed form, is to correspond in every respect with those made on the permit issued for the 
boat or barge concerning which such entries shall be made, and on no account whatever is 
an erasure with a knife, sand-paper, or other means of rubbing or washing out to be made 

in 
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in any such document, but in the event of an error, it is to be simply cancelled by drawine 
a hne line through it so as to leave the original error legible. * 

7. At eacli of the towns or principal stations on the Navigation, a traffic re<nster, showine 

the exiiorts and imports of the place is to be kept, in addition to the register above referred 
to ; in these traffic registers to the gross amount of each kind of article, loaded or landed 
IS to be entered daily under the proper lieadings. ’ 

8. At Shannon harbour and Richmond harliour, the points where the Grand and Royal 
canals enter the Shannon, the traffic registers are to show the wliole amount of traffic enter- 
ing or leaving the Shannon at these points. 

9. In issuing the permits required by the bye-laws (Clause 8), the collector or lock- 
keeper, authorized to issue same, is required carefully, and in a distinct manner, to fill with 
the necessary information the blank spaces under the headings, and to give as detailed an 
account as possible of the cargo, tonnage, draught of water, tolls, and wharfage, in the 
several columns provided for these purposes, being careful that the permit issued corresponds 
exactly with the counterpart retained in his possession ; and that in permits to empty boats 
(or boats, the tolls upon the cargo in which shall be levied as upon eniptv boats), the 
draugnt of water, and tonnage, &c., be as correctly entered as if the boat were laden. 

10. Hie permit is to be issued for the entire voyage on which it is intended the boat is to 
piocecd within the Commissioners’ jurisdiction, stating the name of the plaee where she is 
from, and to where she is hound ; but in cases of cargoes liable to a tonnage rate of toll 
the toil IS only 10 be collected on the cargo, for such portion of the voyage as the boat may 
proceed without taking in or putting out goods or cargo; the toll and wharface for the 
next portion of the voyage are to be collected at t!ie station where such alterations take 
place, on either the increased or decreased tonnage (as the case may be) proceeding to anv 
other station where an alteration is to take place, and so on to the end of the voyage 

11. In cases of cargoes liable to a boat-load rate of toll, the toll is to be collected for the 

whole voyage, and the wharfage dues, if any, for loading or landing, is to be collected at the 
station where same takes place, and to be entered by the collector thereat, upon the permit 
and 111 the register of that station. ’ll 

12. But in any event when a total change of cargo shall take place, or such a chano-e as 

shall be tantaniout thereto, before the termination of the voyage for which the permif was 
issued, the voyage shall in such case be deemed at an end, and the first permit is to be taken 
by the collector where such occurs, and a new permit issued, and tolls charo-ed for the 
remainder of the voyage, as a new voyage. ° 

13. The collector is to sign his name in the place provided for that purpose on the face of 
the permit, m a line with the amount of toll and wharfage which he shall have received. 

14. V hen a boat arrives at a station, the collector or lock-keeper is to examine the permit 

and see that the draught of water, tonnage, tolls, and other particulars, s^ree with those 
entered m the permit at the last station passed by such boat, and he is to note the same or 
any alteralion tbai shall have occurred, on the back of the permit, in the spaces under the 
headings provided for that purpose ; and in the case of a boat proceeding to a place where 
tliere is not an authorized person to take the permit, the collector or lock-keeper, wliose 
station the boat shall pass next before arriving at such place, is to retain the permit certify- 
ing the same in the usual manner. ’ •’ 

15. Ill case a permit is taken out for an empty boat for a voyage, in the progress of which 
such an amount of cargo shall be taken on board as would render her liable to more than 
the tolls of an empty boat, toll is to be charged on the cargo taken in, without the collector 
giving credit for the sum paid as toll for an empty boat ; or in case a permit is taken out 
for a laden boat, as such, for a certain voyage, previous to the termination whereof a portion 
ol her cargo is discharged at an intermediate station, credit is not to be allowed for sucii 
portion by any collector without special authority in each case from the Commissioners' 

16. The amount of tolls and wharfage chargeable according to the table thereof, is lo be 
calculated on ail tonnage goods by the table of tonnage and draught of water of each boat 
furnished for that purpose, reference being nevertheless had to the manifest in order to faci- 
litate the detection of error. 

17. In case the collector or lock-keeper shall find that any boat has a greater number of 
tons on board than shown by the table, he is to collect tlie additional tolls thereon, and 
besides notifying the same on the permit and in the register, he is to report the circumstance 
to the Commissioners, in order that proper steps may be taken to have the boat reo-auo-ed 

18. The number of tons of all cargoes liable to tlie boat-load rate of tolls and wharSo-e'is 

to be entered in the permit and register, with tlie same accuracy as if the car«-o were liable 
to the tonnage rate. ” 

10. The book of tables of tonnage and draught of water of each boat is to be carefullv 
kept at each of the stations, and in case of any new boat coming on the Navi^-ation whose 
tonnage is not duly registered in the book, or in case of any alteration appearing in the 
tonnage of any boat navigating the river or its canals, &c., a report tliereof is to be at once 
made to the Commissioners through the collector of the district, in order either that the boat 
may be gauged, or a copy of lier correct tonnage table forwarded to each station. 

20. In calculating the amount of tolls and' wharfage great care is to be taken that no 

undercharge or overcharge be made ; at each station the calculations of toll and wharfao-e 
are to be checked and certified by the signature of the collector or lock-keeper in the 
colunms provided for that purpose on the permit, and the amount of any undercharo-e that 
may be detected is to be collected before the boat proceeds. ° 

21. Any collector, sub-collector, or lock-keeper, who shall make an incorrect reo-istry of 
tlie tolls, wharfage, and other particulars required of him, or certify as correct any permit 

^'5'' - containing 



Appendix, 
Part IV. 
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Appendix, containing an incorrect account of such matters, shall be liable to a fine not exceeding 5 1 . 

Part IV. nor less than 5 s., at the discretion of the Commissioners ; and if it shall appear to the Com- 

missioners that such incorrect registry, or certificate of an incorrect permit, shall have been 

made intentionally, such collector, sub-collector, or lock-keeper, shall be subject to imme- 
diate dismissal. 

22. In ease any overcharge of toll or wharfage is made and entered, no collector or lock- 
keeper is to refund the money to tlie party overcharged, or to give credit for it in any sub- 
sequent transaction, without the order of the Commissioners having been first obtained. 

23. When a boat’s cargo is not liable to wharfage for landing or loading (as in case of 
landing or loading at a private wharf, 8cc.), a short note to that effect is to be made both on 
the permit and in the register. 

24. Wlien tolls are collected for cargoes coming from or going to any place not entered 
in the schedule of rates, the number of miles for whicii the toll has been charged is to be 
stated in the register and on the permit. 

25. In the event of any boat or barge proceeding from a station without the necessary 
permit duly certified by the collector or lock-keeper of that station, the collector is on no 
account whatever to forward the permit by any other boat, or by post to the collector or 
lock-keeper of any other station ; but if not called for on the same day by the master of the 
boat for which it was prepared, he is to return it to the Commissioners with a statement of 
the facts written thereon, at tlie termination of the period hereinafter mentioned for sending- 
the toll accounts. 

26. In cases where any collector or lock-keeper shall have reason to suspect that fraud is 
being practised or intended to be practised by the master or owner of any boat by means of 
a false manifest, table of weights, or description of cargo, and where such fraud is not suffi- 
ciently evident to wan-anttbe detention of the boat or barge, it will be the duty of such collector 
or lock-keeper to communicate the same to the collector, lock-keeper, or other officer of the 
Commission nearest to the place where such boat is to discharge her cargo, and it will be 
the duty of such last-mentioned collector, lock-keeper, or officer, to see such boat discharged, 
and to examine her cargo, and if necessary, separately to gauge the different portions of 
cargo, and in conformity with the facts of the case to act according to law, and the Com- 
missioners’ bye-laws respecting the same. 

29. The amount of all tolls, wharfage, and quayage whatever, due to the Commissioners 
up to and inclusive of the l5th and last day respectively of each month, is to be entered in 
the register for the period in which tliey have accrued, and a Bank post-bill, letter of credit, 
or Post-office money order for the amount, is to be forwarded to the secretary of the Com- 
missioners, at the Custom-house, Dublin, within two days subsequent to the 15th and last 
days respectively of each month as aforesaid. 

30. In remitting the amount of tolls and wharfage to the Commissioners, the collector is 
required to forward the gross amount due for the period, without making any stoppage, 
drawback, or other deduction whatever therefrom. 

31. Copies of the registers made up to the loth and last days of each month respectively, 
are to be sent to the Commissioners’ office in Dublin, at the same time with the amount of 
tolls. 

82. The amount for the period is to be closed in the register by making a total and ruling 
a broad line across the page, and the entries for the following period are to be continued 
without leaving any blank spaces. 

33. The permits received at each station during each stated period, are to be forwarded to 
the Commissioners’ office with the copy of the registers for such period. 

34. When all the original permits contained in any permit book shall have been issued, 
the duplicate portion of the book is to be sent to the Commissioners’ office, with the copy of 
the register for the period in which such issue terminated. 



(S.) — Page 55. 

Shannon Commission, Custom House, 
Gentlemen, December 1839, 

We have the honour herewith to forward for youv information a copy of the Treasury 
Wan-ant, dated 5th October 1839, nominating and appointing us Commissioners for the 
execution of the Act 2 & 3 Viet. c. 61, intituled, “ An Act for the Improvement of the Navi- 
gation of the River Shannon, and we have to request you will have the goodness to give 
the necessary directions for opening the several accounts, which we ai-e required to keep by 
the provisions of said Act, under the following heads, viz. — 

“ Shannon Commission Works.” 

" Shannon Commission Establishment.” 

“ Shannon Commission, Rents and Tolls.” 

In order to prevent mistakes or confusion we have directed a form cheque to be prepared 
for drawing money upon each of those accounts, and if there are any matters of minor 
detail whicii you consider desirable to be observed in keeping our accounts with the Bank 
of Ireland, we will direct our accountant to wait upon your secretary to receive the necessary 
instructions. All cheques drawn against our accounts, must have the signatures of two 
Commissioners and the accountaiit before they are cashed. 

We have, &c. 

To the Governor and Company of the (signed) J. F. Fargoyne. 

Bank of Ireland. Harry D. Jones. 
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Gentlemen, Office of Public Works, 13 November 1847. 

According to your directions I have been daily at the General Post-office, tracing the 
•niodes of payment as regards the post-office orders sent in favour of the Shannon Commis- 
sion, and the persons to whom they were paid ; and as your instructions were to trace the 
system of payments, J have done so, as far as the limited time and the immense number of 
orders which had to be sorted would permit; and I subjoin the result, eivine the dates of the 
periods. 'o t. 

From the 4th of February 1840 to 0th August 1840, the post-office orders were endorsed 
as follows : — = r 

Pay H. J. Mason. Signed, E. Hornsby; countersigned, H. J. Mason, Shannon Com- 
mission. 



And the amounts paid to Mr. Mason from the I8th August 1840 to 29th December 1840, 
orders endorsed, H. J. Mason, and no other signature. 

And the amounts paid to Mr. Mason from toe 8th January 1841 to the 19th February 
1841, endorsed, H. J, Mason, no other signature. 

And the amounts paid to Mr. Mason from the 1st March 1841 to the 3d March 1841, 
orders endorsed pay E. Corneille ; signed, H. J. Mason ; countersigned, E. Corneille. 

Amounts paid to Mr. Corneille from the IStli March 1841 to the month of April 1841, 
endorsed, H. J. Mason. 

Amounts paid to Mr. Mason from the 6th April 1841 to the 5tli July 1841, endorsed and 
rei^mted, H. J. Mason, and paid to him durii^ the month of March 1844. 

The form of the post-office orders are different, and they are thus signed : Received, 
L. Hornsby ; endorsed, E. Corneille. ‘ 

The amounts paid to Mr. Corneille during the month of February 1845 : signed, received, 
h. Hornsby ; endorsed, H. J. Mason. 

The amounts paid to Mr. Mason from 3d March 1846 to the present 1st November 1847 
orders signed, received, E. Hornsby ; endorsed, J. Deverell. 

The amounts paid to Mr. Deverell, which have been duly lodged to the Board’s credit in 
4he Bank of Ireland at the proper periods for so doing. I have also ascertained from pay 
clerks at the Post-office, that no other parties were ever paid the amounts of the money 
orders excepting Mr. Mason, Mr. Corneille, and Mr. Deverell, the latter of whom still 
•continues to receive and lodge the remittances. 



To Sir Edward P. Coffin, and 
Richard Bromley, Esq. 



I have, &c. 

(signed) B. Hornsby, 

Assistant Secretary. 
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Genllemeu, Office of Public Worts, Dublin, 15 November 1847. 

MAYING in the course of private conversation mentioned to one of the Commissioners 
appointed to investigate into the matters connected with the expenditure of the Commission 
for the improvement of the navigation of the River Shannon (Mr. Bromley), that I had lono- 
been under the impression, and had expressed it to the Commissioners of Public Works° 
Dublin, that 1 was fully persuaded there was some one of influence and station in the 
accountant s department, who was not faithful to his trust 

I was requested by the Commissioners of your Inquiry to state in writing what I had 
communicated to Mr. Bromley by word of mouth. ° 

My impression arose from the following circumstances : 

Mr. L’Estrange, my predecessor as inspector of finance in the county Cavan, wrote a 
letter to the accountant, dated the 4th June last, stating that he transmitted with his letters 
several bills sent by Mr. T. H. Thompson, one of the engineers in charge in that county for 
him (Mr. L Estrange) to certify, but which lie refused to do, as he considered them exorbi- 
tant and excessive. 

On the I4lli of the same month, Mr. Mason, the assistant accountant, wrote to Mr. 
L tstnange for a copy of his letter ; tins was sent by return of post, and the copy was 
received in the accountant’s office on the 16tli June. 

To show that attention was drawn to the subject-matter of the letter, some of the words 
•ot it are underecored by one of the clerks in the accountant’s office (Mr. Rumlev), and a 
note m pencil made in the margin of it. 

Notwithstanding Mr. L’Estrange refused to certify these bills, and did not certify them, 
and wrote on the 4th and again on the l5th of June, stating his reasons for his refusal 
(which were for Mr. T. H. Thompson and his staft', the former and his clerk beino- now 
under bail to answer a charge of conspiring to defraud the Commissioners), yet these"bilk 
or some ot them were passed for payment without any reduction or alteration on the 24tli 
June, when, at the same time, there were bills in the accountant’s department regularly 
ccrtifted by the proper authorities for some time back, which were then unpaid. 

1 mentioned all these circumstances to the Commissioners on my return to Dublin, and 
in lull board (Mr. Griffiths excepted); the letter referred to was put into Mr. Singletons 
hands (the chief clerk m one of the offices m accountant’s department) in my presence, and 
N 3 before 
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before the Commissiouers, and lie was called on by the chairman for an explanation, which 
he could not, or rather did not, give. 

These, togetlier with other concurrent circumstances which came under my observation 
confirmed me as to the correctness of the impression I had formed. ’ 

I feel it but right to add that the chairaian gave me every encouragement in endeavouring 
to trace out the offender, and I have also received every possible facility and assistance from 
the secretary. 

I am, &c. 

(signed) George S. Dyer, Commander, R. N., 
and late District Paymaster for Counties 
Fernranagii, Cavan, and Monaghan. 

io the Commissioners appointed to inquire 
into alleged Abuses connected with the 
Shannon Commission ; Custom House, Dublin. 

P- S - — A copy of Mr. L’Estrange’s letter is annexed. 



(Finance.) 

j Crossdoney, 4 June 1847. 

i FORWARD herewith an abstract of accounts for the month of May, furnislied by Mr. 
Ihompson, late engineer in charge, which, however, I do not feel myself justified in smiino- 
my name to, as they appear to me to be excessive, and I have also reason to believe tiiat in 
some instances parties have not received the amount charged in former bills ; and with the 
view of eliciting the matter, I will thank you to return me J. Kennally’s receipt for rent of 
mnee lor the month of March, which I have been given to understand was not sio^ned by 
Kennally himself, and, under the circumstances, I must request you to give me insS-uctions 
how to act. ° 

I also forward a letter from Mr. Thompson, urging the speedy settlement of his account. 

The items that appear to me excessive I have underlined in red ink. I request ao-ain to 
call your attention to my letters of the 27th May and 2d June, relative to the dismissal of 
pay clerks, requesting instructions thereon. 

rr. , I 

Ihe Accountant Office of Public Works, (signed) George L'Estranse 

Dublin. * 

The above is a copy of ray letter of the 4tli instant, of which you request a copy. 

(signed) George L’Estrauge, 

H. Mason, Esq., Assistant Secretary. Inspector of Finance. 



(W.) — Page 67. 

Inquiry into the Cause of a Deficiency in the Funds of the Shannon Commissioners. 



List of Persons Examined. 
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Mr. Williams 
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Mr. Hodges 
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- 50. 
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Lieutenant-colonel Jones 


- 56. 



Meinorandum by 
Mr. Stickney. 



Board Room, Office of Public Works, Dublin, 
Tuesday, 2 November 1047. 

Present : — John Radcliff, esq. and Captain Larcom, Commissioners ; Joseph C. Walker, 
secretary; E. HornsW, assistant secretary; Thomas Stickney, accountant; J. J. King, 
book-keeper; Henry Colles, advising counsel ; and Alexander Stewart, solicitor. 

Mr. HadcUff proceeded to read the following memorandum, placed in his hands by Mr. 
Stickney: — 

" On the 26lh October 1847, when about to sign a document relating to the Shannon, I 
wrote or a slip of paper, 



Mr. Rankin, 

25 October 1847. 
What balance have you in bank on Shan- 
non account? 



Reply, 



Works 

Rents and tolls - 



On 25 October 1847. 

£. 10,387 11 G 
- 1,687 19 8 
« In 
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“ In a, few minutes after Mr. Rankin's reply was received, tile statement of the Bank of 
Reland arrived showing the balances on the 23d October (being the balance of previous 
oaturday night), as follows : — or 



“ Upper Shannon Navigation 
Establishment - - - 

Hents and tolls 
Works - - - - 



114 5 

1,579 JO 

- 2,601 8 

» SJ® difference caused me to inquire further of Mr. Rankin— 

W hat monies have you lodged since the 23d in the bank ? 
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‘ — No lodgment made since the 23d. 

to Observe this difference, I did not at first feel alarmed (there 
m ght have been a balance in som^e other bank, or balances in the hands of paymasters or 
books ^“■‘’‘^ted Mr. King to. proceed mstanter into an inspection oftlie office 

tint pass-books were in Mr. Mason’s table drawers, and knowing 

that Mr. Hickson had been sent to obtain the key of these drawers some time ago, in ordef 
to take out drainage debentures which were there deposited, I got Mr. Hickson to open the 
pass-books (four of them written in, and two blank), 
S! ,tr^ several cheques returned from the bank as paidj some of them folded in the 

oL day^^ ^ accident, been a month m arrears of posting up ; tiieir completion took up 

fllinJaTonr it appeared evidently that in October 1846 a difference of 

about 8,000/. existed between the office books and the bank books. 

previously on the 26th written to Mr. Mason, asking for a clue to find the bank 
pass-books and cheques ; and Mr. Mason s note, dated 27th, mentioned that tliey were in 
them further proposed to visit the office on the 28th or 20th to deliver 

f ® the means of obtainincr 

the old pass-books and drafts (those found being chiefly from 1845 to this time). 

. AT M n’s reply is (it was received on Saturday 30tli, dated erroneously 3ist) : 
f-^n « j "i’t "■h'^re these papei-s may be, if not in his drawers ; but he intends to 

come to the office, and hopes to find them.’ 

“ On Saturday Mr. Hornsby took me to the old Shannon office, where there is an iron 
safe, of which he had the key. One drawer in that safe could not be examined for want of 
the key of that drawer, which Mr. Jlason probably holds. All the rest were examined, but 
no papers found there of the sort required. 

♦1 ®f ^^r. Rankui if be had the old cheques or bank books. He informed us 

that he had only one packet of old cheques up to 1840, which he gave to us, and which we 

placed m the safe under Mr. Hornsby’s key. * 

i.Ji‘ having had any access to the pass-books or drafts since 1840. He 

balanced Ins books half-yearly. Did not compare the balances wiih bank books. He drew 

°j*y (if they were drawn in his absence). He never 

saw the drafts after lie had drawn and entered them. 

“ Sufficient cause of alarm having appeared, I mentioned, confidently, this mornincr to the 
cliairman that we were endeavouring to trace an error, See. ° 

“ Later in the day, proofs of the difference between the credits in the books and the 
charps by tlie bank (m respect of drafts paid) were manifest ; and other matters excited still 
grp^r appreheusiou. Mr. Hornsby went out to Dundriim twice this dav. 

• ' ^ovenlber.— .Mr. Hornsby having obtained the key of M'r. .Mason’s drawer, 

m which the kps of the safe and other keys were placed, tye opened the safe, and took out 
.some draft books, in which, there being some drafts not issued, we entered them in a book • 
sealed up tlie drafts, and placed them in the safe. ’ 

» We obtahied from Mr. Dpeiell a bundle of old drafts, returned from the bank, which 
tlie late JMr. Corueilie had packed up in a parcel.” 

Mr. Jiadc/i^ frequently stopped in the reading of this document to put questions to the 
different officers of the Board present; in answers to these questions, the followino- informa- 
tion was given : — = 

air. A'% (rrfen-ing to the account books). The Sliaimou Commission establishment Mr. i 
commenced in 1830; tiieie ivere three accounts opened and kept in the bank; namely, 
lls, “ \TOrks, and “ establishment.” The only pass-books forthcoming for 



rents and tolls, 



these accents are, “ renffi and tolls,” from the 6th .January 1845 to the present tfme , 
works, from June 184o to the present time; and “establishment,” from 3d January 
1840 to the present time. Ail the bank cheques from October 1846 to the present time ‘ 
pe fortlicoming, pt no account can be had of the drafts from 1841 to October 1846. 

On relCTi'ing to the ledger of rents and tolls, there appears in September 1846 a sum of 
14,063/. 18s. dd. to the credit ot the Commissioners; but the bank book shows but 
0,004/. 10s. i)d. to tlieir credit, making a deficiency of 7,008/. 18s. Orf. 

Mr. Sticknei/ stated that Mr. Geog!ie*gan, assistant-secretary to the Bank of Ireland, was Mr. Sticknev 
ill attendance, and had some information to give in reference to the subject of inquiry 

Mr. Oeoyhegaii, on being admitted into the Board-room, produced one of tlie bank Mr. Geoshe^an. 
books, and on refemug to it, coinimmicated to tlie Commissioners that a draft on “ works ” 

^ 4 account, 
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^count, dated the 27th June 1845, for 450/., in favour of Terence Smith, was paid to Mr 
M were issued to him; one for 300/., and tlU otlier for 

150/. Mr. Mason lodged the 800 /. to the credit of the Shannon Commissioners, on account 
of rents find tolls, and drew a bank post bill for the 150/. in favour of Terence Smith 
Limerick. The draft was paid by the two dockets to Mr. Mason liimself, and was on 
“ works account. ' 

Mr. Hornsby, in answer to queries from Mr. RadclifF, stated that there were two keys to 
which the unpresented drafts were found ; one was kept by him. the other 
by Mr. Mason; but there was a drawer in the safe of which Mr. Mason alone held the key. 
Ihe cheques that are particularly wanted are not forthcoming. Mr. Deverell produced the 
old cheques ; they were found amongst other papers yesterday. Mr. Corneille, brother to 
Mr. H. OoraeiHe, was chiefly engaged in making petty disbursements, keeping the stationery, 
and paying trifling accounts. Before the duty of going to the bank was entrusted to Cor- 
neille, Mr. Mason always went to the bank with drafts. This was in the becrinnino- 
There were no precise instructions as to the filling of di-afts; nor any nile as to who was to 
cashthem.^ The secretary had nothing to do with cheques ; this business was under the 
accountants charge altogether. Rankin commenced to be book-keeper in 1840 • he was 
appointed about three mouths after the passing of the Act which constituted the Commis- 
sion. He was book-keeper from the commencement ; for although the Commission com- 
menced m 1839, there was nothing requiring the services of a book-keeper until 1840 
Corneille died m March 1845. 

Mr. Radclif directed Mr. Stickney to produce the uhpresented drafts which had been, 
round in the iron safe. 

Mr Stickney proceeded with Mr. Hornsby to the safe ; and returned with a sealed 
packet, which, on being opened, was found to contain the following drafts 
£. s. d. 

“ 8. signsdbySirJ.BurgoyneandColonelJones. 

668, 11th June - 260 15 8, to pay Works, signed by ditto. 

669, 1st July - 8 15 - favour of R. F. Mulvany, signed by ditto. 

680, 1 3th Sept. - 337 I 6, account" Works,” signed by Colonel Jones 

and R. Griffith. 

687, 24th Dec. - 1,671 6 6, account “ Works,” signed by ditto. 

And several small drafts which appeared to be for nominal awards, not perfected, and sio-ned 
by one Commissioner only. The five drafts specified above were signed and perfected, °and 
the total amount of the perfected and unperfected was 2,305/. 15s. od. 

The ledger and bank book, “ rent and tolls,” were here referred to, and Mr. Walker 
^ bs. tliot on the 11th June 1843 (dale of draft for 

loot. 15s. 8d.), the bank was overdrawn to the amount of IlOh 5s. lid,, while the ledger 
„ , , . . showed that there should be a balance to the credit of the Commissioners on the " rents 

tlepreseated drafts, and to Is ” acconnt of l.o.oOh 8s. 3d.; on the 13th September 1845 (d,?e of drafi fol- 
337/. is. 6rf.), there was in bank 567/. Is. 9d.; on the 24th December 1845 (date of draft 



Uiipresentcd drafts. 



Scrutiny, 



Unperfected drafts. 



fe... 1 0-4 7 •-“<7 iycccuiuei 10*0 luaie ot arait 

for 1,6/1/ 6s. 6 rf.), there was m bank 281/. I8s. 2d.; on tlie 80th of the same month, 
roA? 1 made of 380/. 5s. 1</., which enabled the bank to make a payment of 

•320/. Is. 8 d.; and thus running the balance to 32/. 12 s. 7 o'. 



"iT-u running me oaiauce to 32/. 12s. 7 a'. 

u s^ei'al small drafts not dated, and signed by one Commissioner only, were explained 
by Mr. Hornsby to have been for nominal awards of compensation; and as the sums oflered' 
m these cases were not deemed sufficient by the parties to whom the awards were made, the 
drafts were never perfected. The amount of these small drafts was 26/. 11s. 6d. 

Mr. recommended that the drafts found in the safe should be initialled by Mr. 

btickney. This was accordingly done, and the drafts were then sealed up as before, and 
placed m the safe again under Mr. Hornsby’s key. 



Mr. J£fl(/c/ijf read the following statement made by Mr. Rankin, relative to tbeadiu; 
ment of errore committed by him to the amount of 120 /., in the year 1841 
“ Mem. 



which errors to the following amounts have occurred in ihe year 1841, which 

• chnro'i^H nirainof file, l,o.,l. it. •. i , > ’ 



No. 855, amount 
998 ditto 
1004 ditto 
1014 ditto 
1017 ditto 
1038 ditto 
1047 ditto 
1084 ditto 











£. 


s. 


d. 


- 




- 


- 


2 


14 


6 


- 


- 


- 


- 


14 


13 


3 


- 


- 


- 


- 


2 


4 


3 


■ 


- 


.. 


- 


10 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


8 


11 


6 


- 


- 


- 


- 


10 


- 


- 


- 




- 


- 


37 


13 


- 


■ 


■ 


' 


- 


34 


12 


9 






Total 


- - £. 


120 


9 


3 



1 le above does not affect the balance, being on both sides of the ban 
on eitlier side ot the Commissioners. The errors were committed by m 
busmes, , and the mode of rectifying them was directed by Mr. Mason. 

“1 November 1847, „ 



R. Rankin.” 
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Mr. Radcliff he could not understand how this relodging was effected, without the 
sums being passed into the account and appearing therein. The further consideration of this 
question was deferred until Mr. Rankin’s examination. 

Mr. Stewart observed, that as matters had gone so far, and such a strong case appeared 
against Mr. Mason, he would advise that Mr. Mason be called in and examined; but that 
he should at the same time be cautioned against saying anything that might be used against 
him hereafter. 

Mr. Radcliff' cojieurred in the propriety of this suggestion. 

My. Mason was thereupon called into the Boarcf-room, and having been seated, Mr. 
Radcliff sa.\d, addressing himself to Mr. Mason: It becomes my duty to communicate to 
you, that there is a great defalcation in the accounts of the Shannon Commissioners, and 
the Board are now engaged in an investigation of the subject. From the books we have 
been as yet able to obtain, we have perceived that this defalcation has existed since 1845 ; 
but as we liave not the bank books of the previous time, we cannot say wlien it commenced. 
It appears that in the year 1845, the aggregate amount remitted to the Board for “ rents 
and tolls,” was 3,884/. 17s. 5d., while the amount actually lodged was only 1,739/. 12s. 7 c/., 
leaving a deficiency of 2,144/. 4s. lod.; and in October 1846, in the account of “ works,” 
there is the enormous difference of about 8,000/. between the books of the office and the 
bank books which show the lodgments. We are desirous of having some explanation from 
you, as the accountant, relative to this extraordinary discrepancy ; but as the circumstances 
are so strong, I wish to caution you against saying anything that may inculpate you, for if 
anythiiig of that nature be now communicated, the Board would feel it their duty to make 
use of it. You are therefore perfectly free to give an explanaticm of the matter on which we 
are now engaged, or withhold it, as you may deem proper. 

Mr. 3fasoii.~I am much obliged to you, sir, for giving me this caution, but must at the 
same time say I was not prepared for this. I understood there were some difficulties in the 
accounts that required to be settled, and I came to lend my assistance in endeavourin'^ to 
adjust any errors that may have appeared ; but I did not expect to meet an array of Com- 
missioners, officers, lawyers, and a short-hand writer, I suppose, to take down whatever 
I say ; and under the circumstances, I must decline making any statement or answering any 
questions. ’ ° 

Mr. — Mason, do not misunderstand us. We are seeking for information; we 

ask it of you as a Shannon officer, as we sought it before from Hornsby in his department ; 
and you should make as little difficulty about giving it as he did. 

Mr. 3Iasoii. — Under the circumstances I do not think I ought to answer; I came to 
arrange business, and did not expect to meet the Board formally assembled, and supported 
by their lawyers ; and I must say it is not fair. 

Mr. Stewart. — i do not understand what you mean by saying “ it is not fair.” We want 
information from you respecting a state of things that has arisen in your department under 
the Shannon Board ; and, if any question is put to you which you think vou ought not to 
answer, you can of coui-se decline. 

Mr. Mason. — 1 was not prepared for such a scene ; and can only say that 1 do not think 
1 ought to answer anything at present. 

Mr. Radcliff said he would confine his questions to such matters as related to the prac- 
tice in the account department; and to those things with which Mr. Mason should be 
acquainted as an officer of the Board. In reply to questions from Mr. Radcliff, Mr. 
Mason gave the following testimony : — 

hlr. ^ason . — When an order for payment was made, it was the book-keeper’s duty to 
draw the drafts. When dated, nunioered, and filled with the amount, and the name of the 
person in whose favour the draft was drawn, the draft came to me ; I then brought it to the 
Commissioners to obtain the signatures of two of them ; and then, on the draft being per- 
fected, it was handed over to Corneille, the cashier, who paid it away. If the payment was 
to be made in town, Corneille paid the party and took a receipt ; and, if the payment was 
to be made by remittance, Corneille got post bills and sent them to the country. Corneille 
was the cashier. If he were absent, I cannot say who acted with regard to the payments. 
There was no rule nor instructions for this practice ; it was a custom which grew up in the 
office. The drafts were always filled by the book-keeper in the office. I sometimes went 
to the bank to transact the business there ; but not when the cashier was here. 

Mr. Radcliff here informed Mr. Mason of the discovery of the unpresented drafts in the 
iron safe, and asked iiim to account for this. 

Mr. Mason. — I cannot say why it should be so ; I cannot account for this. Remittances 
from the country came as letters of credit, and post-office orders, in favour of the secretary 
and accountant. I think that Corneille used to collect these ; and Deverell, since Corneille’s 
time. I made an entry of all the remittances as they came; and Mr. Hornsby did 
so since. The amounts of remittances >vere entered in the ledger, fi’om the remittance 
letters. The ledger and the bank pass-book ought to agree; I cannot say why there is a 
difi'erence beiween them. The bank pass-books were not sent to the book-keeper; Cor- 
neille used to check the book-keeper. There was a reason why the bank pass-books should 
not go to the book-keeper ; but I do not wish to mention it. Corneille used to collect the 
returned drafts. The bank books and returned drafts for 1844 and 1845 ought to be in 
the office. 

Mr. Mason, at his own request, was here shown a list of the drafts found in the safe. 

Mr. 3lason. — Mr. Rankin ought to be able to give some account of these drafts ; I 
cannot say why they lay over; I take it they were for transfer. The only account I have 
sent to the audit board was for “ establishment.” I have not yet sent the account for “ rent 

251. 0 and 



Mr. Raddsff. 
Mr. Stowan. 

Mr. Radclili. 
Mr. Radcliff. 



Mr. Mason, 

Mr. Stewart. 
Mr. Mason. 
Mr. Stewart. 

Mr. Mason. 
Mr. Radcliff. 

Mr. Mason. 
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Mr. King. 



Mr. Mason. 



ill'. Rankin. 



and tolls.” Corneille never reported anything irregular between the bank book and 
ledger ; he had access to both books. Deverell took up Corneille’s business ; but we did 
not trust him to tire same extent, or in the same way. 

Mr. King, having refa-red to the “ rents and tolls ” books, stated, that in December 1845 
(the end of Corneille’s time) there was a balance in bank in favour of the Commissioners of 
3, 815(., and a difference between tlie bank book and ledger of 130 J.; but in 12 months 
after that, there was a deficiency to be accounted for of 2,144/. 4s. lod. The tolls’ book 
IS now made right by means of different transfers, but the “works” account is out above 
8 , 000 /. 

ilifason.— I cannot account for that except by tlie transfers. In the “ rents and tolls” 
the difference may have arisen from this circumstance, that the remittances were generally 
held over for the purpose of making one lodgment. The remittances were spread over 
about 10 days; and, generally speaking, we did not make a lodgment until the last came 
111 . I cannot enbghten the Board as to the deficiency in the “ works’” account ; but I 
siiall be happy to go into the accounts to examine tliem with a view to an arrangement. I 
cannot say that the book-keeper was not allowed to see tlie bank notes or returned checks, 
because they were compared with him. I think they were regularly compared by Corneille ; 
and he at one time discovered an error in them. I have every reason to think they were 
regularly compared. 

Mr. king (to Mr. Radcliff). The entries were made in the ledger, from advices of 
remittances, by the tolls collectors and others. 

Mr. 31ason. — The book-keepers were Mr. Rankin and Mr. Williams. 

Mr. Rankin examined. — I was employed as book-keeper to the Shannon Comimssioners 
since 1840, from the beginning of that year. INJy duties were, filling drafts for the Com- 
missioners’ signature, posting payments into the journal and ledger, and occasionally checking 
accounts. I filled up drafts for accounts ordered by the Commissioners ; having filled the 
drafts, I posted them into a register, and then parted with them to the accountant. In 
stj'iking my balances I never had recourse to the bank books. I posted my journal from 
the counterfoil of tlie drafts after the drafts were taken out by the accountant ; but I made 
a register from the draft in the first instance ; I have this register from the beginning. The 
entries in it are not made from the counterfoil, but from the draft itself. I never by any 
chance got the bank books. I had the bank pass-books for two or three weeks in tlie 
beginning of 1840 ; but they were taken up from me by Mr. Mason, and were never in my 
possession since. I sometimes filled drafts before receiving the order to do so, in this way. 
We were in the habit of getting monthly accounts, and when the amount due was ascer- 
tained, a draft was filled to be ready for the order to pay. This order was written in almost 
all cases ; it was not verbally given ; sometimes it w^as written on the accounts, sometimes 
on letters, but generally speaking there were written instrnctions given as to the amount to 
be paid. Any draft I commenced I perfected. When absent from the office the drafts 
were filled by others, but when in the office I cannot say whether they were ever filled by 
others. Whether 1 filled them or not they were put in t1ie registry. The draft books were 
kept by me always, except when they contained signed drafts, during which they were kept 
by Mr. Mason. The filling of the draft is, entering the name, number, and amount. I do 
not know if the bank accounts were called for at regular intervals. 

yir. Mason. — According as we wanted information we called for the making up of the 
bank account. The period elapsing between the making up of these accounts varied 
according to the nature of the transactions that took place. 

The registry book of drafts was here produced. 

Mr. Rankin, in continuation. — I made the entries in this book usually from the draft 
itself ; the book was framed and kept lest a draft would be given away without any record 
being kept of it. I think there 'K’ere cases of drafts being taken out before being entered 
in this book. In these cases the entry was made from the counterfoil. I always entered 
the drafts from the counterfoil into the ledger. To the best of my recollection post bills 
were got at the bank sometimes by Mr. Mason, and sometimes by Mr. Corneille. I never 
knew anything of the drafts after 1 gave them over to the accountant before being signed. 

I never checked my book with the bank book, except for the short time I mentioned. I 
never got any of tlie returned drafts to compare with my ledger except for about six months. 
These are the old drafts I banded to Mr. Stickney, I have not seen any return drafts since. 

In the beginning of 1840 Mr. Mason took u|5 the pass-books from me, by the Commis- 
sioners’ order, for the purpose, as I thought, of keeping a better check on ray accounts ; 
since then I have never had possession of them. My bank ledger used to be taken from 
me by JMr. Mason into another office, as I conceived, to check tlie account. Mr. Mason 
was tfequently in the habit of inquiring the amount of my balances, and also looking over 
my books without removing them from the office ; but I am unable to say if ever an actual 
comparison between the bank balance and mine took place. Corneille never compared the 
bank books and mine together. Mr. Mason was in the habit of asking my balance every 
Jbrtnight or three weeks. I only heard of the discrepancy between the bank books and the 
ledger the other day ; 1 had not the smallest idea of the thing before I was called upon by 
Mr. Stickney and informed of it. I am quite unable to account for the unpresented drafts 
lying in the safe. The journal was generally posted from the counterfoil ; it may have hap- 
pened that a draft was entered in the journal before it was signed. If not desired to the 
contrary I would enter a draft from my journal into my ledger. An examination was made 
once or twice by iVlv. Corneille; and Colonel Jones on one occasion compared the ledger 
with the bank book. I do not think I ever compared them with Mr. Corneille. About 
five or six years ago the books were out of the office with Mr. Corneille and Mr. Mason lor 

an 
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an hour at a time, for two or three days consecutively. They were never out of the office Appendix, 
foi- two or tliree days consecutively ; the books were never out of the bouse, at least to my Pari IV.’ 

knowledge. They were not kept under lock and key. I was never told the balances were 

wrong. The only errors that ever occurred in my books were committed by me in 1841 . 

Mr. Mason.—\ have made no mention of that matter, Mr. Rankin. Mr. Mason. 

Mr. Ranhin . — These errors amounted to 120/., and were occasioned chiefly by clerical Mr. Rankin, 
errors made in drawing drafts. Some of these arose from clerical errors ; some by chargino- 
Items against the wiong account, and some by drawing drafts for accounts already paid. 

Ihe mistakes were discovered after the drafts were issued, and they were adjusted by my 
relodging the amount overdrawn. I cannot recollect at this distance of time the particular 
Items ; but the money was got at the bank, some in post bills, by Mr. Corneille, and given 
by him to me. In the case of drafts, the deeds were cashed, and the overplus, not due to 
the parties, was kept by me until I lodged it to the credit of the Commissioners. I think it 
so happened, but the time is so long I cannot now recollect with accuracy, that the parties 
in whose favour the drafts were di'awn were entitled to nothing. There was no order for 
filling up these drafts ; they were given to Mr. Mason by me when filled ; Mr. Mason gave 
them to Mr. Corneille when signed; and Mr. Corneille gave them back to me, when I told 
him of tlie mistake. 1 kept the total overplus money till the end of the year ; I then volun- 
tarily communicated it to Mr. Mason ; and he pointed out to me the mode of adjusting the 
error by relodging the gross amount, and I did so. No one knew of this for a len^h of 
time but Corneille. I think Corneille was not responsible for the amount of drafts he 
received. 

Mr. inquired of Mr. Mason if he reported this irregularity to the Board when Mr. RadclifF 

he was made acquainted with it ? 

Ml. Mason. I did not. I think I was out of town when the circumstance occurred: Mr. Mason, 
but tlie thing came to light afterwpds in going over the accounts. Corneille was much 
iiigliteiied, and as lie was responsible for the amount, the sum being small, and Rankin 
being prepared to relodge it, I did not think it worth while to make any noise about it. 

Mr. Ranhn, m contmuation.— I made the erasures pointed out to me in the ledger and Mr. Raiikia. 
legistry book. Mr. Mason and Mr. Corneille knew of these erasures. The diSerence 
between the amount of the drafts and the amount entered is 120 /. ; the alteration was made 
after the bank books were returned to the Commissioners. I made the account con-ect bv 
relodging the 120 /.; both Mr. Mason and Mr. Corneille knew of this. That is the only 
discrepancy in all my books. The question as to this error arose indirectly, and I came 
forward and pointed it out ; but there would have been no means of knowing it without an 
audit of the accounts. Corneille kept no book that would show tliese errors. 

Mr. Stewart, Mr. Walker, Mr. King, and the other officers of the Board here examined 
the register and ledger where the entries were made of the drafts in which, according' to 
IMr. Rankin’s statement, the errors w-ere committed ; but IMr. Rankin could not give any 
precise information with regard to them, more than that the surplus was retained by him 
until he relodged it ; and tlie other portion of the amount was, he supposed sent to the 
parties to whom it was due. 

Mr. Rankm’s examination resumed.— The reason stated for withdrawing the bank books 
fi'orn me, was to keep a better check on my accounts. I never had the cheques or pass 
books returned to my possession after they were taken from me. I do not know where thev 
were kept after; but I think Mr. Mason had them. The old cheques I crave to Mr. 

Stickney are the only ones I ever had in my possession. I had both pass^ books and 
returned cheques in the early part of 1840 ; and the reason for taking them from me w as, 
to make me more strict in my own entries; that reason was expressly given. The bank 
books and returned cheques were both taken from me at least a year before the affair of the 
120 /. I only kept a registiy of the drafts drawn on the “ works ” account. I have never 
seen the accountant go in and compare the accounts in the ledger with the bank books or 
returned drafts. He used to come in and look over my books, and ascertain my balance ; 
and when he made no obseiTation to the contrary, I presumed all was right. I was never 
told the balances were right or accorded with the bank books ; nor was I ever told the con- 
trary until a few days ago. When balancing the books, I had no cognizance of outstanding- 
cheques, or whether tlie cheques were paid or not. In posting up'" from the counterfoil, I 
never perceived any alteration in it; there could not be an alteration made in it without mv 
knowitig it. 

Mr. A/oson.— Mr. Corneille always checked Mr. Rankin's books. I was in the habit of Mr. Ma^on. 
asking the balance from IMr. Rankin, more to see that the hook was posted up than for 
any other purpose ; for Corneille was entrusted with the comparison of these books ; but I 
believe the books were not compared as they ought to have been. I must take blame to 
myself for this; but I assure you, I never knew until now that Mr. Rankin did not o-et the 
returned cheques. I was under the impression that he always got them. The reason the 
bank books were kept from Mr. Rankin ivas, on account of tli'e transaction of the 120/ 
mentioned before. 



Mv. Rankin.— 1 V.-ZS book-keeper from the beginning; after being book-keeper Iliad ^ 
possession of the returned cheques. There was no irregularity in ray accounts beforet he«e 
drafts were taken from me. As I mentioned, tliey were taken from me at least a vear 
before the error occurred. I can substantiate every entry in tlie ledger, and produce a 
voucher and reason for every payment. The errors in respect of the 120 /. were committed 
in the hurrj' of business. I have not always got written instructions to fill the drafts; for 
instance, if I knew the money was due, and payment would be applied for at a certain time, 

I would not wait for an order to fill a draft for the amount. There were many cases of that 
0 2 sort, 
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Appendix, sort, as, wliere appointments were made of engineers and assistants at a certain salary, if 

Part IV. the monthly return came up, and when I knew the money was due, I drew a draft lor the 

amount. Remittances were usually made by bank post bills. Probably in six of the cases 

in which the mistakes occurred, the sums were remittance.^ to the country. In these cases 
I lodged the bank post bills. These bills were not drawn in my name, but in the name of 
the party for whom they were intended. I cannot now recollect how I effected the lodg- 
ment of these bills ; they were not endorsed. I had some difficulty in getting the matter 
arranged ; but as my interest and character were concerned, I was anxious about it and 
got it settled. I do not recollect that they took the bills at the bank without an en- 
doi'sement. I lodged the full amount of the errors I committed ; and these errors were 
voluntarily pointed out by me to the accountant. This whole circumstance took place 
in 1841. Mr. Mason knew of the erasures which were made in the books to rectify the 
mistakes. 

The proceedings for this day closed with Mr. Rankin’s statement; and Mr. Mason, in 
reply to M. Radcliff, promised to be in attendance on the board at 12 o’clock tlie following 
morning. 

(signed) John P. Bropluj, 

Office of Public Works, 3 November 1847. Reporter. 



In Q u 1 RY — continued. 

Board Room. — Wednesday, 3 November 1847. 

Present: — John Radcliff, esq. and Captain Larcom, r.e., Commissioners; J. C. Walker, 
E. Hornsby, R. Harding, T. Stickney, A. Stewart, and J. J. King, esqvs. 

' Mr. J. Williams. Mi'. J. Williams, examined. — I was assistant book-keeper to the Shannon Commissioners. 

I kept the “ rents and tolls” accounts, and the “ establishment” books. I kept all the 
books of these accounts for money paid, but not for money receivable ; the books for money 
receivable were kept by Mr. Richard Mulvany. My duties were, keeping the “ rents ana 
tolls’ ” account, journal and ledger, the “ establishment” account, journal and ledger, writ- 
ing letters, and checking all accounts. What I mean by saying Mr. R. Mulvany kept the 
accounts of monies receivable was, that he examined the accounts of the lock-keepers along 
the Shannon every fortnight, and ascertained their correctness, or otherwise, from the forius 
on which these accounts were sent, and certified by each lock-keeper along the line. Jlr. 
Mulvany compared his accounts with me every month; and, by that means, I knew what 
money ought to have been received each month. I entered the receipts in my ledger. I 
posted the receipts in the ledger from letters of remittance sent to me from the accountant. 
The letters of remittance were sent first to the secretary and accountant, and they were for- 
warded to me by the accountant, with the words “ received” — date — and “ acknowledge” 
— “ H. M.” I then posted the amount of the letter from this advice of remittance ; and 
acknowledged the receipt. The sum remitted was expressed in the letter. I never got a 
bank receipt nor a bank book to check my account, and see if the amount stated in the 
ledger to have been lodged in the bank, was really lodged. I never compared the account 
with the bank book. I was dissatisfied with this myself, and told Mr. Hornsby that it was 
necessary to have a proper check on the accounts, as the system adopted was very unsatis- 
factory. If the letter of remittance were not sent up to me from the accountant, the remit- 
tance would not be entered in ray book as lodged in the bank, for I would know nothing of 
it. Once each month Mr. R. Mulvany acquainted me with what ought to have been re- 
mitted. I suspected at one time that there was money remitted which was not lodged. I 
had an interview with Mr. Hornsby on the subject; but he said he could not interfere with 
the accountant’s business. I then waited on Colonel Jones, and proceeded to express my 
apprehensions ; but the instant I opened my lips about a large balance in the hands of the 
accountant, the Colonel stopped me by saying, “ I’ll see Mr. Mason about this.” I was 
placed in a very delicate position, and did not, therefore, proceed any further about the 
matter. I entered the sums mentioned in the letters of remittance as lodged to the credit 
of the Commissioners. 

Mr. Walker. — The journal entries should have been made from the bank receipts, whereas 
they were made from the letters of remittance. 

Mr. Ilarding. Mr. Harding. — It appears from this system that there is no check on the person who re- 

ceives tha money in the office. 

Mr, Vniiiams. Mr. WillioTm. — When Mr. Corneille lodged money in the bank he showed me the bank 

receipts; but I never got any docket of lodgment from Mr. Mason. Rents used to be 
sometimes collected in the country by Mr. Mason. I think it was in Corneille’s time, and 
when Mr. Mason had been collecting rents in the country, that I felt alarmed about the 
lodgments. 1 cannot recollect the time precisely, but 1 think it was in 1844. 

Reference was here made to an item of 1,000 (. from Mr. Barlow, on account of the 
Board of Ordnance. A long conversation took place on the nature of this transaction, and 
generally on the method of making entries in the books of the Commission. 

Mi'.'^Villiams. Mr. Williams. — I filled the cheques. It was my business to fill all cheques for rents and 

tolls. The Commissioners’ order on an account was my authority for drawing drafts. In 
my absence Mr. Rankin filled the cheques for me. I might have diawn a draft once or 
twice for Mr. Rankin, but I do not recollect. 1 would not draw a draft without an order of 

the 
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the Coitmilssioners on the account. I gave up keeping the rents and tolls’ accounts in Appendix 
1846. The drafts for rents and tolls were kept with those for works in an open place. I Part IV.’ 

mean the blank drafts; for, when the drafts were filled, they were kept by Mr. Mason. 

No one e.xcept myself drew drafts for rents and tolls. According to the system pursued, 

I charged the bank upon the letter of remittance and not upon the bank receipts. I charged 
the bank upon the ipse dixit of Mr. Mason, and I felt dissatisfied with this. 

Mr. Wi/liains, having referred to the ledger, and after some consideration, continued : — 

June the .0111 1044, was, I think, the time at which Mr. Mason went to the country to col- 
lect rents, and that I expressed my apprehensions as to the lodgments. The sum of 82/. 

(made up of 60/. and 22/.) were received by Mr. Mason, and stated by him to have been 
lodged. My apprehensions arose from the fact of Mr. Mason showing no docket of lodg- 
ment. It was usual for the accountant to send up to me a schedule of rents marked “paid,” 
and then I charged the bank with them. Between the 1st of January 1845, and 6th of 
May 1845, the amount received, and which ought to have been lodged, was 793/.; while it 
is snown by the bank book that the amount actually lodged during that time was only 
2s. 6c/. Mr. Deverell was clerk at this time. 

Mr. Deverell examined. — I was appointed cash clerk about the 1st of January 1845. I Mr. Deverell 
kept an account as cash clerk. I made some lodgments for rents and tolls, but for nothino- 
else. I never kept a book of the lodgments, for my lodgments were very few. I merely 
lodged but once or twice during Mr. Mason’s time, and then only as a messenger. I never 
went to the bank as a clerk, but as a messenger. I always got receipts whenever I lodged; 
these I gave to Mr. Hornsby, and he entered them ; but 1 never lodged anything, except 
perhaps once or twice, before Mr. Mason left the Shannon. 1 gave no security on getting 
my situation. 

M. Hornsby observed, that it was not Deverell’s business to make lodgments. He never 
gave any security. 

Mr. Radcliff inquired if Mr. JIason gave any security, and he was answered in the nega- 
tive. 

Mr. n-7//ia»zs produced a bundle of letters of remittance, in order to show to the Com- Mr. Williams, 
missioners the authority upon which he made the entries of lodgments in the bank to the 
credit of the Commissioners. One of these was examined by Mr. Radcliff. It was from 
Terence Smith ; amount, 27/. Is. In the left-hand corner was written, “ Received 18th 
September,” — “ acknowledge” — “ H. M.;” and beneath, the words “ done”— “ J. W.” 

Mr. Williams then directed the attention of the Board to a large item in the ledger, which 
Mr. Mason stated in the annnal report to have been drawn from one account and lodged to 
another. This, Mr. 'Williams stated, was never done. 

The Commissioners retired to the solicitors’ room after Mr. Williams’ evidence; and 
having consulted together, prepared a minute, which Mr. Radcliff read to Mr. Mason. See Minute. 

Mr. Mason was offered the alternative of either giving himself into custody then, or allow- 
ing a policeman in coloured clothes to proceed with him to his residence at Dundruiu, and 
remain with him until brought before the m^istrates in the morning. 

Mr. Mason requested that he might be allowed to go on his word of honour till the fol- 
lowing morning. He would pledge himself to be forthcoming at any hour the Commission- 
ers would appoint. 

Mr. Radcliff s'mA he would be glad 'if his application could be complied with, but it was Mr. Radcliff. 
quite impossible. There was but the one course for the Board, and they could not depart 
from it consistently with their duty. 

Mr. Steicarl said, that the Board would be guilty of a great breach of duty if they allowed 
Mr. Mason to go at large; and Mr. Mason at length said he would submit to the policfs- 
man being sent with him to Dundrum. 

The Commissioiiei's then left the Board-room. 

(signed) John P. Brophy, 

Office of Public Works, 4 November 1847. Reporter. 

Mr. jMason was brought before the magistrates on Thursday the 4th November. Tlie 
evidence was not sufficiently matured, and tlie prisoner was remanded for further examina- 
tion on Monday the 8th November. 

(signed) J. P. B. 



Heniy-street Police Office, Monday 8th November 1847. — Dr. Kelly presiding. 

Mr. JIason was brought before the bench for final examination. Mr. Stewart, solicitor 
of the Board, appeared on their behalf; Mr. O’Hea acted as counsel, and Mr. Fitzgerald as 
agent for the prisoner. 

Mr. Stewart said, that in resuming this case he had to make one or two observations in Mr. Stewart, 
reference to an objection which was made to a portion of the evidence given on the last 
day of the investigation. The prisoner was charged with abstracting the sum of 790/. 
between January and May 1845 ; and the bank book was produced to show (hat no por- 
tion of money was lodged to tlie credit of the Shannon Commissioners during that time. 

An objection was made that the bank book was not evidence; and he now had the 
bank clerk present, who would show that not one penny of that 790 /. was lodged by Mr. 

Mason. 

Mr. William Hodges, sworn, — I am in the Bank of Ireland. I hold the situation of Mr. \v. Hollies, 
deputy book-keeper there. 1 have examined the rents and tolls’ account between the bank “ 

251. 03 and 
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and the Shannon Commissionevs. Between the Mh of. January and the 8th of May 1846 
the total amount lodged n. the banh to the eredit of the Commisaioners on this aoconnt is 
2s. 6d That lodpient of 2s. bd. ivas made on the Slstof January 184.8. I hold in mv 

Shannon Commissioners; it is made un to 
coriS ° ’ '* '* hut I have no doubt that it is true and 

Mr. Stemnrt -With reference to that part of the case which hears on the letters of remit 
tence I have to acquaint the bench that these letters were accompanied in some instaiices 
by letters of credit, and m others, by post-office orders. Most of the letters of eredit were 
draivn on tile 1 rovincial Bank ; and on application at the bank, I found that they are not 
hept heie, but sent over to London ; but the post-office orders will, I expect, be produced 
in the course of the day, I will now bring before the bench the case of a chequli drawn 
foi I60h, and signed by the Commissioners for that amount. That cheque went tlirounh 
the same process that had' been detailed the other day. It is dated the 27tli June 1845 
and numbered 2 0,0; the counterfoil shows that the cheque was issued for 150/. in favour 
of Terence Smith, to pay the labourers on the Limerick canal. Tne amount of that cheque 
IS h teredto 4o0/. by Mr. Mason. This sum was paid to Mr. Mason, and 1501 of it was 
applied to the pnipose for which the original cheque was intended, and the romainino' 300 t 
by P™ohef to help to make up the dehciency of 700 /, previously abshacted 

Mr. J. J. King, holding in his hand a block book of counterfoils, examined I see this 

counterfoil of a cheque for 150 /. No. 2,070. The figures “ 2,070 ” are in the handwriting 
of the book-keeper; but the words and figures, “ 27th June,” “ Terence Smith,” “ to pay 
labourers employred at Limerick Canal,” and ” 150 /.,” are all in Mr. Mason’s haridwcitiiig^ 
Tlie initials J. F. B. and ‘ H. D. J.” ate in the handwriting of Sir John Burgoynii ami 
Colonel Jones I see this cheque, “ 2,070,” dated 27th June The body of this dfeque is 
filled for 4o0 1., and is m favour of Terence Sniitli. I am not positive that the body of the 
cheque, that is, the words, ” Four hundred and fifty pounds,” is written by Mr Mason ■ 
but I ana qufie sure that the name '■ Terence Smith," the figures “ 450 1" and the em 
dorsenient, H, Mason ” are in Mr. Mason’s oivii handwritingl the cheque is enterSl ui 
the usual way by Mr. Mason, and in his own handwriting. 

say whet'Ser this cheque was filled with the 

Olds Four hundred and fiftypounds” before it was signed by the Commissioners The 

Commissioners having confidence m a person holding such a position as Rlr. Mason’s 
might sign a blank cheque, or might sign a cheque without looking over the body of it 
Ihe nguie 1 was changed into a 4, and this is done in the handwritinu- of Mr Mason If 
IS decidedly m his handwriting. ® 

Blr John Conway sworn.— I am one of the paying tellers in the Bank of Ireland. I have 
got the date -/th June 1845. This book to which I refer is called a blotter, in which 
entries of certain transactions are made. There is an entry made of a cheque of the Shan- 
non Commissioners for 450 Z., on the 27th June 1845. That cheque was paid bv two 
dockets issued by me ; one w-as for 300 1, and the other for 150/. The 300 /. docket was 
paid to Mr Mason, the prisoner ; the 150 1. docket was also given to Mr. Mason bv roe 
1 cannot state whether a bank post bill for 150 /. was issued on that day to Mr. Mason as 
I have nothing to do with that department. The rule is to take the dockets to another ’de- 
partment, wheie they are cashed or changed into post bills as may be required. I remember 
that the dockets were given to Mr. Mason from the entry in my book. 

« rff Placed in his hands a requisition docket for 

a bank pq_t bill. Mr. King having examined the paper, said, “ [ see this bank docket it is 
a requisition for a bank post bilf for 150 1. in favour of Terence Smith, This docket is 
written and filled in by Mr. Mason.” jjo uo.h.ci is 

. ha'ifled a letter of remittance to Terence Smith, and having examined it 

said, ^ ihe signature to this letter of remittance of a bank post bill for 150/. is in Air’ 
Mason s own handwriting. I cannot say whether the signature to the acknowledo’ment of 
this remittance is that of Terence Smith.” ctcj^nowicuoraeni ot 

Mr. Jo/inWmarns, on being handed this letter of acknowledgment, deposed This sitr- 
nature of Terence Smith, ’ acknowledging receipt of post bill for 150 Z., is the handwritiifcr 
Sa“e“fLimiick'“ ““ Commissioners' collectors of tolls and 

Mr. ^/eu-art submilted that he had made out a clear case against the prisoner It was 
proved that Mr. Mason was paid the draft for 450/. by two “dockets ; one fc 150 / by 

audthe^XTfmtoS/!"* originally dra;,,; 

45?r proved that the prisoner changed a draft for 150 /. into one for 

Mr. Stewart— And that he applied tile 300 /. overplus to his own use 
Dr. Kell!/.— Yon have not proved that yet ; that is your conclusion. 

Miviaao" S'TI v!? “ o“".o>"*'“.o” ‘be evidence. I now come to a cheque dated the 5tli 
tS lu ’ *“™“' of Martin King, and uppeurihg to be for 101/ 

9 wereT;i"T '>'• Mo'-L'n Ki„|, and the figure 

oheque m this 

Lieutenant-colonel 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




TREASURY INQUIRY, SHANNON NAVIGATION. 41 

Lieutenant-Colonel H. D. Jones, examined.— In the check handed to me. No. J,578 
5th May 1843, and issued in favour of .Martin King, the “5th May 1843,” and “Martin 
King, are ray handwriting. I have a record of that cheque. By that record I find that on 
the oth May 1843 I signed a cheque in favour of Mr. King for 0/. There is no other 
cheque on the record for Martin King on that date. The signature, “ H. Mason ” after the 
word “ entered,” is Mr. Mason’s writing. I see the back of the cheque. I cannot swear 
to the endorsement (counterfoil of cheque handed to Colonel Jones). The initials on this 
counterroll are mine and bir John Burgoyne’s. 

„ nil* “"d d'e No. 1,S78 placed in his hands. Mr. Kin<r said 

ihe endorsement on tins cheque is in Mr. Mason’s handwriting. It is somewhtt dis- 
gmsed, but I have no doubt it is Mr, Mason’s writing.” 

Mr._ Sifewart.— I have numerous cases of the same sort to prefer against the prisoner but 
I consider it would be a waste of the public time to go into any more of them. I submit 
that 1 have clearly proved the case of embezzlement, which is felony under the statute- 
but leaving that entirely out of the question, I have established a clear case of alteration of 
a cheque, which tlie statute says amounts to forgery. I therefore call upon your worship to 
commit the prisoner for trial. ^ 

Dr. Kelly inquired if Mr. Stewart intended to produce any of the letters of credit. 

Mr. Stewart replied that he could produce them if necessary, but he submitted that 
a suffacient case had been proved for the committal of the prisoner. 

Dr. Kelly said he would send the case for trial upon the evidence already given. 

The question of bail was then discussed. Mr. O’Hea proposed to give solvent bail for the 
appearance of his client, and strongly urged the delicacy of the prisoner’s health as a reason 
for receiving the bail. 

Mr. Stewart could not conscientiously agree that it was a case in which bail oueht to be 
taken. ° 

Dr. Kelly said he did not think he would be exercising his discretion soundly if he 
admitted the prisoner to bail, and he therefore committed him for trial at the ensuine com- 
mission. ® 

Office of Public Works, **™*"** 

8 November 1847. 



(X.) — Page 59. 

(Immediate.) 

Gentlemen, Dublin Castle, 17 November 1847. 

In reference to your letter of the IGth instant, relative to the case of Mr. H. J. Mason, 
I have to transmit to you the enclosed precis of the information furnished by the papers in 
this office, respecting the embezzlement of monies in the Office of the Receiver of First 
Fruits, in the year 1832, by a son of Mr. William Shaw Mason. As the far greater part of 
the correspondence is irrelevant to the subject of your iuquirv, it has been deemed a more 
convenient course to supply you with the information in this form, than to send you the 
original, or copies of the papere. 



Sir E. P. Coffin, and R. M. Bromley, Esq. 



I am, &c. 

T. N. ’Redington. 



Jhe name of Mr. Henry John Mason does not appear in any of the papers in this office, 
relating to the case of his father, Mr. William Shawe Mason. That case, as far as is neces- 
sary to be stated for the present purposes, is as follows : 

Jlr. William Shaw Mason was patentee, jointly with Messrs. Walter and Edward Glas- 
cock, of the Office of Receiver of First Fruits. In the year 1832 a defalcation occurred in 
that office, for which the receivers were legally responsible ; sums amounting to GOOl. I65. 
lOd. having been paid into their office, beyond the amount paid over to the treasurer. Mr. 
W. S. Mason was the sole acting receiver, the other patentees not interfering in the business 
of the office, but receiving from him their proportion of its emoluments.* 

The earliest official document on the subject is a letter from Mr. W. Glascock, one of the 
patentees, to the then undersecretary, Sir W. Gosset, reporting the defalcation, and stating 
that he should take immediate measures for preventing any further misapplication of the 
funds, by confiding the office to Mr. Erck, who by his prompt conduct had saved from 
misapplication, a sum of IQO/., and lodged it in the bank to the credit of First Fruits 
Board. 

On the 22(1 July 1833, in consequence (as it would seem) of a further representation from 
Mr. W. Glascock, the patent was revoked. 

The 



• From a statement of Mr. W. S. Mason, it appeared that he liad purchased the shares of his 
co-patentees, except oae-eighth of the profits. 
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Colonel Jones. 

Mr. King. 

Mr. Stewart. 
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Appendix, 
Part IV. 



The defalcation was reported to the Treasury by the Board of First Fruits, on the 1 st of 
March 1033, as follows: 



Total sum received by the remembrancers and receivers, within 
the year ended 5th January 1833 - . . _ . 

Their allowances and incidental expenses to be deducted 

Leaving a balance in favour of the trustees, amounting to 

Of which balance the sum of ----- - 

only lias been placed to the proper credit. 

Net deficiency --------- 



£. s. d. 
835 0 4 i 

G1 14 5 



773 13 11 4 



183 17 1 



G09 18 10 i 



In a memorial from Mr. W. S. Mason to the Trustees and Commissioners of First Fruits, 
dated 28 February 1833, of vvbich a copy is with the paper, having been sent by him to the 
chief secretary, Mr. Littleton, in 1834, he states that he was in London from March 1831 to 
September 1832 ; that during his absence he left the office in the chefrge of the assistant 
remembrancer, Mr. John Erck ; “ that in consequence of Mr. Erck’s other avocations in the 
Council Office, he was necessarily obliged to avail himself of the assistance of a jiuiior 
clerk in the First Fruits Office, whose duties requiring daily attendance there, enabled him 
to act for Mr. Erck (while engaged in the Council Office) in the receipt of monies, ac- 
counting with him daily for such sums as were paid in in the course of the day.” That, 
“ in consequence of his time and attention being very much occupied of late with other 
public duties in the Council Office, the daily examination of the recei'pt of the funds of the 
First Fruits Office was discontinued ; no entries Were made in the cash dav book ; nor was 
the individual who acted for Mr. Erck while absent (a young and inexperienced lad), 
brought to any account of his .transactions in the office for nearly six months, when, on 
examination into the matter in July last, Mr. Erck discovered that the monies received in the 
office during that period had been misappropriated, and were not forthcoming. That me- 
morialist, on receiving in London from Mr. Erck an account of the loss that had been sus- 
tained, and which memorialist doubly felt from its having been occasioned by the misconduct 
of one of his own family, returned as speedily as he could to Dublin, and spared no pains 
or exertions in bringing back the defaulter, who on being called to account by Mr. Erck, fled 
to England, and insisted upon his rendering to Mr. Erck a full and true account of the whole 
transaction, on condition of memorialist’s forgiveness.” 

The memorial above quoted is the only document in this office which gives an account of 
the mannei’ in which the defalcation occurred, except that it appears from some private me- 
moranda that Mr. Erck was in London on Government business during tire Parliamentary 
session of 1832, and that the clerk who received and embezzled the money was a younseV 
son of Mr. W. S. Mason. That the individual was one of Mr. Mason’s sons is also stated 
in a communication from the Irish government to the Treasury in September 1837 ; but his 
name, as already stated, does not appear in any of the papers. 

Chief Secretary’s Office, 

17 November 1847. 



(Y.) — Page 59. 

Office of Public Works, Dublin, 

Gentlemen, 22 November 1847. 

According to your directions I give below the result of my inquiries as to the system of 
paying the letters of credit drawn in favour of the Shannon Commissioners, transmitted 
through the National Bank of Ireland. 

From 4th February 1840 to 6th August 1840, letters of credit drawn in favour of Shannon 
Commissioners, endorsed E. Hornsby, H. J. Mason, paid to Mr. Mason, with the exception 
of the 17th January, 1st and 3d February 1840, and 2d and 4th May, which are in favour 
of E. Hornsby, and paid to E. Corneille. 

From 28th August 1840 to 31st December 1841, in favour of H. J. Mason, and paid 
to him. 

From January 1842 to April 1842, in favour of H. J. Mason, and paid to Mr. E. Cor- 
neille; 16th February 1842, in favour of E. Hornsby; 31st January 1842, in favour of H. 
J. Mason, and paid to £. Corneille. 

From 10 th December 1844 to 16 th December 1844, endorsed E. Hornsbv, paid to E. 
Corneille. 

From February 1845 to February 1846, drawn in favour of the Shannon Commissioners, 
endorsed E. Hornsby, H. J. Mason, and paid to Mr. Mason. 

As regards the system adopted at the Provincial Bank of Ireland, the only period for 
which they have got the letters of credit from London is for the year 1845 , during which 
period the credits are endorsed E. Hornsby, countersigned H. J. Mason, and the amounts 
paid to Mr. Mason. 



To Sir E. P. Coffin, 
and Richard Bromley, Esq. 



I am, &c. 

(signed) E. Hornshj, 

Assistant Secretary. 
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2.— (Page 59.) 

Case submitted by the Crown Solicitor to the Attorney-general, and the Opinion of the 
latter thereon. 

Yoc will advise whether Mr. Rankin has laid himself open to a prosecution for felony in 
any shape for the frauds set forth in the foregoing statement ; and, if you are of that opinion, 
whether the Board of Public Works should institute a prosecution against him ; orwhether, 
if you shall consider him a necessary witness on the prosecution of Mr. Mason, it would be 
expedient not to prosecute him for the felony, but produce him as a witness on the trial of 
Mr. Mason. 

Under the circumstances of this case, I do not consider it expedient that any prosecution 
should be instituted against Mr. Hankin. The transaction is one of some years standing; 
the money improperly had by him has been long repaid. The allegation in his statement Ts’ 
that the error was done in the hurry of business, and appears to have been known to Mr. 
Corneille and Mr. Mason ; and as the former is dead, and the latter is himself charged with 
a more serious and later offence, and cannot be produced as a witness against Rankin, I 
doubt much that it would be possible to establish a sufficient case for a convictiou. In ad- 
dition, it may be necessary to produce Piankin as a witness against Mason. 

20 November 1847. (signed) Richard Moore. 

IV.B.--The above was preceded by a detailed statement of all the facts known from the 
examinatmn of witnesses, and accompanied by copies of the documents in the Appendix 
marked F. and O., as well as of the informations taken in Mason’s case. 



Appendix, 
I'art IV. 
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TREASURY MINUTE, dated 7 December 1847. 

My Lords have before them the Report of Sir E. P. Coffin and Mr. R. M. Bromley, 
Coiimiissioners appointed by their Lordships to investigate the acts of fraud and abuses 
which have been brought to light in connexion with the Commission lor the Improvement 
of the River Shannon, together with the evidence of persons e.xamined by them, and tbe 
Appendi.x thereto. 

Transmit copies of this Report to Lieutenant-colonel Jones, Mr. Griffith, Sir John Bur- 
goyne, and the Commissioners of Audit, for any explanations they may wish to oiler in 
reference to the statements made fay the Commissioners. 

(signed) C. E. Trevelyan. 



84, Pail Mall, 13 December 1847. 

In acknowledging your letter of 10th instant, accompanying the Report of Sir E, P, 
Coffin and R. M. Bromley, Esq., on frauds discovered in the accounts of the Shannon Com- 
mission, I beg to express my sincere regret at transactions so discreditable to a public 
department. 

At the same time I would express a hope that their Lordships would not be inclined to 
attach any very great degree of blame to the Commissioners. 

1 have but little to remark on the tenor of the Report ; but I must most positively deny, 
what seems to be inferred, that the Commissioners admitted knowingly of a relaxation in 
ordinary precautions taken with regttrd to accounts, because they entertained a high confi- 
dence in the integrity of Mr. Mason, their accountant. 

The frauds seem to have originated in openings that gradually (and insensibly to others) 
arose, of which Mason availed himself very artfully, without there being an indication to the 
Commissionere of any change or want of system whatever; any otlicr accountant would in 
this respect have been treated in precisely the same manner. 

The arrangement of public accounts is notoiiously a very difficult study, requiring intel- 
ligence, and the attention and experience of years to fit an officer for that as a peculiar 
branch. 

The Commissioners for the Shannon were selected for other qualifications ; and all of 
them probnbly as incapable, as I must avow myself to be, of framing a complete system that 
should be quite secure from possible fraud and irregularity. 

So much is this the case, that after an attentive perusal of the Report, from the intricacy 
of the matters, I confess that I have only an indistinct idea of how these frauds were con- 
trived and perpetrated, or by what ordinary proceedings the Commissioners could have 
prevented them. 

It is to be regretted that instructions containing precise forms, or at least principles, are 
not drawn up by officers thoroughly skilled in public accounts, and promulgated for the 
guidance of all public departments, as suggested in the last paragraphs of the Report, instead 
of leaving each to struggle through the difficult task of organising a system for itself. 

Among other precautions, specific proceedings regarding the accounts might be therein 
required from Commissioners, or general superintending authoiities. Had such been the 
case in this instance, the Shannon Commissionei's would not have neglected duties that 
would have been thus defined for them, and would have been relieved from having their 
attention required or expected to matters foreign from their general and most useful avo- 
cations. 

I have, (fee. 

C. E. Trevelyan, Esq. (signed) J. F. Burgoyne. 

&c. &c. &c. 



Sir, Office of Public Works, Dublin, 10 December 1847. 

1 HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 9th instant, enclosino-, 
by directions of tbe Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, a copy of the Report 
of the Commissioners appointed to investigate the frauits and abuses which have been broiio-ht 
to light in connexion with the Shannon Commission, and calling for any explanation I may 
have to offer in reference to the statements contaiin d therein. 

I have the honour to state in reply, that on perusal of the above-mentioned Report, and the 
evidence appended thereto, it appears to me to require that some further explanations should 
be given as to the system pursued by the Shannon Improvement Commissioners ; and as I 
was the Executive Commissioner, upon whom the greater share of responsibility rested, it 
may be expected that I should enter upon the subject more fully than my colleagues. 

1 therefore beg leave to state, that immediately after our Commission issued, the system 
which we should adopt in keeping our accounts was one of the matters of most anxious and 
frequent deliberations with the Commissioners; and that after the fullest consideration, we 
finally determined that the system detailed in the Report was that which was best suited lo 
this particular service. 

According lo our arrangement an accountant and book-keeper were appointed ; both those 
officers were to have distinct duties, and were intended to be a check upon each other. 

If those officers acted independently of each other, and if each had confined himself to 
the performance of his own peculiar duty according to the system laid down by the Com- 
missioners, 
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niissioiiers, tho.qe frauds practised by Mason would never have been committed ; but Mr. 
Mason, it appears, was permitted by the book-keeper to withdraw from his custody tluj 
bank pass-books, which, according to our directions, it was the book-keeper’s duty to keep, 
and from them to enter in the office books the balances lodged in bank from time to time lo 
the Commissioners’ credit. 

Tins withdrawal of the bank pass-books from the proper custody of the book-keeper was 
without our authority or knowledge. The book-keeper did not, as it was his duty to do, 
report Ibis very unwarrantable act to us ; had he done so, a stop could have been immedi- 
ately put to Mason’s fraudulent and criminal proceedings. 

The motives which induced the book-keeper to conceal this act of Mason’s appear now 
by Ins own confession ; and it is manifest, that by this single contrivance on Mason’s part, 
the whole fraud has been effected, and that his influence over tlie book-keeper was such as 
to enable him to conceal the fraud from the Commissioners ; although the amount of the 
balances in the bank, under the head “ Rents and Tolls,” was of necessity frequently 
brought under our notice, and made a subject of frequent inquiry from Mason. 

Thus whenever an application for repairs to the navigation or lock-houses was made, which 
was veiy frequently, it was requisite to ascertain whether there were funds sufficient to cover 
the expense ; and upon every such occasion questions were necessarily asked, and answers 
tiiven by Mason as to the balances then in bank, and references were made to the office 
books in which the balances as stated by him appeared to be correctly entered. 

The tabular slatenu nts of the amounts remitted from each station was comstantiy inspected 
by me, and questions asked of Mason in relation to it, and the lodgments made in con- 
sequence. 

The Annual Report to ParlianieHt was further considered a closing period ; and at the 
end of each year I invariably called for a statement of balances in hand, to decide the amount 
which could be repaid to the Board of Works on account of the loan to the Limerick Navi- 
gation Company. 

Upon all those occasions questions were asked, and satisfactory answers were given by 
Mason, as to the amount of the balances in the bank, and the office books completely 
corroborated ills statements. 

You will thus perceive that the unfortunate events. which have occurred were not caused 
by any want offrequent and periodical inquiry with respect to the balances in bank, nor by 
any defect in the system established by the Commissioners, but arose altogether from the 
fraudulent conduct ofMason, whocontrived to get into his own hands the sole management 
of the dealings with the bank ; which should have been transacted by the book-keeper, and 
entered by him into the office books ; it being Mason’s duty to inspect and check those 
entries, and ascertain that the balances were correctly entered. 

Having assigned distinct duties to each of those officers, the Commissioners were under 
the impression that each confined himself to the performance of liis own duly, and never 
had the slightest ground for suspecting that the system which they had laid down had been 
departed from by an arrangement made between the book-keeper and Mason, and which 
arrangement it now appears was suggested by Mason, with the view of committing the most 
gross frauds. ° 

With reference to the checks called “Compensation Drafts,” the Commissioners of Inquiry 
do not appear to have quite understood their nature ; I therefore conceive it proper for me to 
afford such explanation as will, I trust, remove the blame which otherwise raiaht be attri- 
buted to us. 

After the Shannon Commissioners had made their awards at the several courts which were 
held in the country, it required a considerable time to arrange and prepare checks for the 
amount due to a great number of individuals, amongst whom a sura of 80,000 f. was to be 
divided, and paid in amounts varying from one shilling to many thousand pounds. 

Knowing from the crowded state of the apartments where our sittings were held in the 
country, that the drawing and preparation of the cheques there would be attended with 
great inconvenience, and be liable to inaccuracies, it was considered the better plan to have 
them filled up in Dublin, and signed by one Commissioner, omitting, the date and name of 
the party ; and that these should be inserted at the moment when the cheque was handed 
to me for the second signature, as I undertook the duty of visiting the different districts in 
the country and seeing that the payments were made to the proper parties. 

In the progress of payment there were many cases where the parties did not attend, or 
were not en'itled to receive the amount of the award, which necessarily occasioned the 
lodgment of those sums in the Court of Chancery. 

In such cases the cheques were detained by the accountant (Mason), to be signed on our 
return to Dublin, upon receiving the necessary information from the solicitor; the cheques 
so remaining in Mason’s hands he made use of for his own benefit, but in order to do so it 
was necessary to have them signed by a second Commissioner. 

Instead of bringing them to me for this purpose, he availed himself of my absence from 
Dublin, and presented them to Mr. Griffith, who seeing Sir .John Burgoyne’s signature did 
not liesitate to affix iiis own also. Those cheques were not of course entered in my private 
book, nor were the numbers of them entered in the office books, as the counterfoils had' been 
marked “cancelled” by Mason. 

These explanations it is trusted will be considered sufficient to exonerate the Commis- 
sioners from what might otherwise ajrpear to be highly improper on their parts, namely, 
leaving signed cheques in the hands of the accountant. 

The object of sending Mason to the country to collect rents was twofold ; viz. for the pur- 
pose of inspecting the books and accounts of the collectors at the out-stations, and in order 
251. P2 that 
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that he might become acquainted with the situation and circumstances of the property from 
which the rents were derivable. r t- j 

The Commissioners of inquiry have alluded to my private record of all cheques sierned for 
the service of the Commission, mid state that it had been inoperative and not preventive It 
may have been so ; but I cannothelp feeling that without such record, an artful and desio-’ninff 
man would have had the opportunities of frequently getting cheques si-rned, and appropri- 
ating the proceed to his own use ; and as a proof ol the check which my private note-book 
was upon Mason, the circumstance ol his being driven to forgery shows it. 

It must be admitted that our confidence in Mr. Mason was misplaced, nor can we take 
blame to ourselves for entertaining that opinion of liis honesty and inteffrity with wliich ho 
inspired every person with whom he came in contact in the discharge ofhis official duty or 
who had business to transact with him. ‘ ^ 

That he was a superior man of business no person can deny, but at the same time I must 
repel the charge made by the Commissioners of Inquiry, that we were unduly swayed by the 
mistaken confidence placed in Mason, and that we had in consequence relaxed that attention 
to our duties which we were expected to devote to them. 

All I can say in reply is, that I always maintained that same surveillance over Mason on 
the last day as I did at the commencement of our Commission, and that ihe system esta- 
blished, if carried out m all its integrity, was well calculated to insure correctness, and such 
as we should have directed to have been put iu force had a person a total straiio-er to us 
been appointed accountant. ® 

I do not intend to offer any opinion of mine in justification of the system adopted by the 
Commissioners in opposition to that of two first-rate accountants, who report that we acted 
in error throughout the conduct of the whole financial business of the Cummission ; if so we 
were most unfortunate in not having had any guide or instructions by wliich we could regu- 
late our system ; and I am free to confess that when an accountant was appointed, I felt 
tha^t he had certain duties and responsibilities attached to his office respecting the accounts 
and that the Commissioners, who had been selected for other very important duties of the 
Commission, were only to control the expenditure, and to correct abuses which mb^ht have 
come to their knowledge, and such was invariably our practice. ° 

The Commissioners of Inquiry have e.xamined Into our conduct as accountants, and re- 
ported accordingly. With all respect for those gentlemen, I beg leave to differ with them 
and to state that, for my own part, I never considered myself responsible as an accountant.’ 

I remain, &c. 

(signed) Harry D. Jones. 



C. E. Trevelyan, Esq. 
5cc. See. &c. 



Office of Public Woiks, 16 December 1047 
I HAVE the honour to acknowledge tiie receipt of your letter of the 9th instant enclosing 
by direction of the Lords of the Treasury, a copy of the Report of the Commissioners 
appointed to investigate certain frauds and abuses which have been brought to lierht in 
connexion with the ^hann()n Commission, and affording me an opportunity°of raakim’- any 
explanaiion I consider necessary on that subject. ° ^ 

As one of the Commissioners for the Improvement of the River Shannon, I beg to observe 
that having reliance on the system adopted for conducting the accountant’s department of 
the Commission, as well as perfect confidence in the capability and integrity of Mr. Mason 
I was m the habit of signing drafts submitted to me for signature by Mr. Mason in the’ 
same manner, and under the same feelings, as during the famine of last year, when I was in 
the habit of signing drafts on the Bank of Ireland, frequently amounting in one day to the 
sum of 40,000/. I performed this onerous duty because it was necessary to do so to 
render the payments legal, trusting that the check in the accountant’s department was suf- 
ncient to secure the faithful disbursemeat of the public money j and the same system is 
continued up to the present time. 

Iu regard to the Shannon Commission, my attention was principally directed to the regu- 
lation of the works, and the paymeuis which should be made to the several contractors on 
their quarterly bills for vvor* done, but I did aot make any investigation in respect of the 
detailed accounts or the bank balances ; and, as I have already said, I signed such drafts 
as were submitted to me, in full confidence in the system of check, and in the iategritv of 
the accountant. b J 

It now appears that Mr. Mason broke through the system of check adopted in the office 
by obtaining possession of the draft books and bank pass-books, stating to the book-keeper 
that such was the order of the Commissioners, and unfortunately the book-keeper did not 
mention the fact to the Board or the secretary. 

■This circumstance, and this only, enabled Mr. Mason to carry on witliout detection the 
system of substitution, alteration, and forgery of the bank drafts for several years Tlie 
occurrence IS much to be regretted, both on account of the auioimt of the defalcation, and 
the diminution of public confidence winch must attach to the Commission ; still, as confidence 
must be placed m the officer at the head of the finance department, I cannot see how the 
’’f detected the ingenious system of robbery adopted by Mr. Mason, 
unless they had each of them entered into the detail of the accounts. ^ 



C. E. Trevelyan, Esq. 
Sic. Sic. &c. 



I have, Sic. 

(signed) Richard Grijfick. 
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Audit Office, 7 January 1848. 

V\ ic bi^g leave to acknowledge tlie receipt of a letter from Mr. Trevelyan of the 10 th 
ultimo, transnuttmg to us for any explanation we might liave to offer in reference to the 
statements therein contained, six copies of the “ Report of the Commissioners appointed to 
investigate the frauds and abuses which have been brought to light in connexion with the 
Commission for the Improvement of the Shannon River.” 

As we appreliend that it is chiefly with reference to those parts of the Report which relate 
to the delay m the delivery and examination of the accounts of the Shannon Commissioners 
Unit your Lordships may think it desirable that explanations should be afforded by this 
Board, we shall, in the first instance, advert to the passages in the Report which directly 
bear on this subject. In the 7 th paragraph, the Commissioners notice what they describe 
as the extraordinary procrastination of tlie accounts which should have been rendered for 
audit. They observe, that “ on inquiry at the Audit Office it was found that the only 
accounts hitherto rendered by or on behalf of the Shannon Commissioners, were those of 
the ‘Upper Shannon Navigation’ and of the ‘ Establishment.’ both of comparatively small 
amount, and comprising an expenditure on which little suspicion could rest.” They add, 
that • the inore extensive and complicated accounts, coming under the heads of ‘ Rents and 
lolls and ‘ Works,’ are due from the commencement to the present time.” And in a subse- 
quent passage it is stated. “ Wc mu.st repeat that we can see no valid reason why the 
accounts should not have been rendered (of courae meaning to this Board) for at least some 
part of the period elapsed since the first opening of the Commission in 1839 ; but we have 
to remark that the earliest notice of the delay seems to have been the letter of ihe Audit 
Board to Sir John Burgoyne of the 14th February 1843, the accounts being then due from 
the 1 st October 1839.” 

With reference to these observations, it is necessary that we should enumerate the several 
modes m winch tins Board obtain the knowledge that parties to whom is.sues of public 
money are made, or who may be in the receipt of public revenues, are accountable to them. 

In si.nie cases the parties are accountable by virtue of their appointments to the offices 
they hold ; in other cases the statutes regulating the service coniain provisions to the effect 
that the accounts shall be rendered to this Board. Again, we are furnished with quarterly 
certificates from the Exchequer of monies issued by way of imprest, and upon account; 
with periodical lists from tlie Treasury of bills drawn on your Lordships, payable on 
account, by which means the accountable parties are put in charge in our books, and called 
upon to account. In other instances, again, we receive notices'f'rom your Lordships that 
public offices intrusted with the niimageinent of public services, and to whom issues of 
money ai-e to be made, have been directed to account to this Board; and whenever' we find 
on the examination of any accounts rendered to us, that imprests of money have been made 
by the accountant to the parties, under proper authorities and upon account, such parties 
are charged in our books with the amount, and are required to render their accounts 
to us. 

The Shannon Commis-sioners are not accountable to us by virtue of the offices they hold • 
and the Act instituting the Conmiissioii, viz., 2 &. 3 Viet. c. 01 , did not provide that the 
account should be rendered to us for audit; but by sect. 10 , that “ they shmild be laid be- 
fore PariiameiU,” and “ that the said Commissioners shall as often as they shall be required 
so to do by such Commissioners of the Treasury, Iransiint to the said Commissioners of the 
Trea-nry like accounts, made up to such period as the said Commissioners of the Treasury 
shall direct; and in your Lordships’ instructions to the Shannon Commissioners in 1840 
as conveyed by Mr. Trevelyan’s letter of 2 oth of January of that year, no reference is therein Appendix Part a 
made to accounts other than those to be laid before Parliament. p. 21 , No! 263 . 

It was from the exaiuination of the accounts of the Puyniaster of Civil Services in Ireland * 

that issues of money appeared to have been made out of Parliamentary grants to the Shan- 
non Commissioners, for which they thus became accountable. 

The first of these issues, amounting to 5U0(., was made on the 1st October 1839, and 
charged in our books on 10 th November 1840, and the five subsequent issues alludecl’to in 
Mr. Mallet’s letter of 14th February 1843, and made between 8th October 1840 and I9th 
February 1841, both days inclusive, were charged in our books on 10th June 1841 ; the 
remaining issues noticed in Mr. Mallet’s letter, on the lOth December 1842 . 

'riicse issues were made for specific services, namely, as observed by the Commissioners 
of Inquiry, for valuation, for expenses of establishment, and for the maintenance of the na- 
vigation of the Upper Shannon ; but not in any instance with i-eference to the powers vested 
in the Lords of the Treasury by 2 St 3 Viet. c. 01, s. 4, to cause advances to be made to the 
Shannon Commissioners in E.xciiequer bills, to the amount of 384,807 for the prosecution 
of the works; and although the Shannon Commissioners were not called upon to account 
for the issues made by the Paymaster of Civil Services so promptly as they ouaht to have 
been, it is to be observed that these issues have been properly accounted fur, and that the 
accounts in which they are contained liave no reference to those in which the frauds have 
occiirrecL 

The Commissioners of Inquiry, however, observe in their Report, that “ it is not in reo-ard 
to the small and special branches of expenditure to which those accounts relate that sus- 
picions of fraud could rest,” but to “the more complicated and extensive accounts, under 
the heads of ‘ W orks ’ and ‘ Rents and Tolls.' ” To these we siiall now particularly direct 
our observations. 

We liave already observed to your Lordships, that these accounts did not come to us by 
authority of Parliament, or by your Lordships’ directions, and it now remains for us to state 

^5'* 1' 3 that ‘ 
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No. 229. 



that the Exchequer certificates transmitted to us in pursuance of 4 4: 5 Wi]l. 4 , c. 10, con- 
tain no mention of E.vchequer bills issued to public accountants; and tliat we have no 
knowledge of the amount of sucli issues from any other quarter. The Exchequer certifi- 
cates do, no doubt, contain advances made to the Paymaster of Exchequer Bills in this 
country, and to the Paymaster of Civil Services in Ireland, for the |)aymcnt of such bills 
when they become due; but tbe original issue of tlie bills themselves is made without our 
knowledge, and we are therefore unable to call upon parties who may have received such 
issues to account to us for them. 

I his system with respect to the issue of Exchequer bills for public works in Ireland has, 
however, been since abolished, in 1843, by G & 7 Viet. c. 44; ami consequently the first 
charges for the general service contained in those certificates are for the quarter emled 
10th October 1844. 

It is also to be observed, that a letter which we received from Mr. Trevelpn, dated 27th 
April 1844, contained the first intimation to us since the service began of your Lordships' 
intention to call on the Shannon Commissioners to render any other accounts of “ works " 
and ‘‘ rents and tolls,” than those which they were required to render to your Lordships, 
to be laid before Parliament under the provisions of the statute. 

By the letter to which we have referred, Mr. Trevelyan transmitted to this Board the 
Fifth Annual Report of the Shannon Commissioner.^, desiring us, “ after consideriiio- the 
same, and also the provisions of the 2 & 3 Viet.,” lo report to^yoiir Lordships “ what^ind 
of account, it would be proper to require of the expenditure of the sums which passed throuerfi 
their hands.” ® 

We reported to your Lordships on the above letter, on 20th May 1044, stating that as 
the whole of the monies passing through the hands of the Commissioners for ttie River 
Shannon were public monies, we were of opinion, that upon the j>rinciple made by the Lords 
of the Treasury in regard to the accounts of the Board of Works in Ireland, the Shannon 
Commissioners should render complete and attested accounts, with vouchers, of the appro- 
priation of such monies or Exchequer bills, and also of the “ rents and tolls ” receivable 
by them; and that as they had already rendered to this Board accounts of the Parliamentary 
grants for valuation and law expenses, and for the expenses of their establishment to 3)st 
December 1841, and as we had already applied to them for accounts of the imprests sub- 
sequently made to them by the Paymaster of Civil Services under annual voles, we appre- 
hended that their Lordships would call upon them to transmit to this Board, without further 
delay, those later accounts of Parliamentary grants, and to prepare with all reasonable dis- 
patch, and forward to this Board when completed, attested accounts of the services under 
heads 2, 3, and 5 of the Parliamentary Abstract. 

With respect to the further delay which occurred, between the year 1044 and the present 
time, ill the delivery of these accounts, we have only to refer your Lordships to the corres- 
pondence contained in Appendix, Part 3, p. 17-18, by which it will be seen that the Shan- 
non Commissioners informed your Lordships, in June 1844, “ that from the very detailed 
nature of those accounts, the preparation of them would occupy a considerable time, and 
that to enable them to do so, additional clerks would be required;” and so late as April 
1347, in answer to a requisition from this office, they stated that “ the extreme pressure^of 
business on their Board, occasioned by the relief service, which originally made it necessary 
to withdraw the gentlemen conversant with the Shannon accounts from their preparation 
for your Board, has not yet relaxed so as to admit of their again taking them in hand 
and although we admit that we might have made more pressing requisitions for the accounts 
in question, we apprehend that they would not, under the circumstances staled, have been 
attended with any useful result. 

The only other observation with whjeh we find it necessary to trouble your Lordships, is 
in relation to a remark of the Commissioners of Inquiry that the manner in which the accounts 
of the Shannon Commission have been kept, nameiv, under five different heads of service 
has given facilities for the fraudulent practices described in their Report. ’ 

So far as relates to any improvement in the above respect which might have been suggested 
by this Board, it will be obvious, from the preceding statement, that we should have had no 
opportunities of offering any such suggestions, the accounts in question not having been 
rendered to us. ® 



The Lords Commissioners 
of Her Majesty’s Treasury, &c. &c. &c. 



We have, &c. 

(signed) W. L. Herriei. 

Heiiru Arbulk/iot. 
Edward Romilly. 



(Reg. Mason.) 

Kildare-strect, 19 February 1848. 

Referring to my letter of the 8th of December last, wherein I stated tliat bills had 
been found against Joseph Henry Mason for forgery, embezzlement, and larceny, I write 
now to inform you, for the information of the Commissioners of the Board of Works, that 
the prisoner was, on the 1.0th instant, fried on one of these charges for foro-ery, viz. for 191 A, 
and owing to some defect in the evidence, was, after a lengthened trial, “acquitted ; but on 
trie 18th instanttbe prisoner was again put on trial, on a charge of embezzlement and larceny 
connected „.lh o withdrawn draft ofdoo/. lot. Id, and after a trial of nearly 10 hours, the 

prisoner 
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prisoner was found guilty of the larceny, and was this morning sentenced to seven years’ 
transprivtation. The other indictments, on which the prisoner has not yet been tried, stand 
over. 111 case it should be deemed advisable to proceed on these charges hereafter. 

I have to request that you will express to the Commissioners my sense of the attention 
and great anxiety both they and the othcers of the Board showed in assisting me to bring 
forward and elucidate the case. ® ° 

I have, &c. 

J. C. Walker, Esq. (signed) ifcTnmw, Crown Solicitor. 

Secretary, Board of Works. 



Office of Public Works, Custom House, Dublin, 

21 February 1848. 

I HAVE the honour to forward herewith, by direction of the Board, for the information of 
the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, the copy of-a letter which has been 
this day received from the Crown solicitor, Mr. Kemmis, reporting the result of the trial of 
H. J. Mason, late assistant accountant to the Board, as referred to in my letter of yesterday’s 
date, and at wiiich trial he w'as found guilty of larceny, and has been sentenced to transporta- 
tion for seven years. 

^ I have, &c. 

O. h. Trevelyan, Esq. (signed) Jos. C. Watker. 



TREASURY MINUTE, dated the 25th February 1848. 

My Lords have under consideration the report of Commissary-general Sir Edward Coffin 
and Mr. R. M. Bromley, the Commissioners appointed by their Minute of the 4th November 
1847, to investigate the frauds committed in the appropriation of the funds of the Shannon 
Commission, by Mr. Henry Joseph Mason, late Accountant to that Commission, and subse- 
quently Assistant Accountant in the Office of Public Works in Ireland. 

My Lords have also before them the explanations which have been furnished by the 
several Shannon Commissioners, and by the Commissioners for Auditing the Public Accounts, 
with reference to the statements in the Report of the Commissioners of Inquiry. 

Read also a letter from the Commissioners of Public Works in Ireland, dated the 21st 
instant, inclosing one from the Crown Solicitor at Dublin, dated the 19th instant, commu- 
nicating that Mr. Mason bad been found guilty of larceny, and that he had been that day 
sentenced to seven years’ transportation. 

The questions discussed in the reports referred to, which more immediately call for their 
Lordships’ notice, are the following : 

1. The neglect of those official checks on the proceedings of Mr. Mason, which, if 
enforced by the Shannon Commissioners, would have prevented, or would have immediately 
detected, any attempt at fraud. 

2. The delay in the preparation of the Shannon accounts for audit, which enabled Mr. 
Mason to continue his peculations for so long a period without detection. 

In reference to the first point, my Lords, after fully considering the varied character of 
the frauds committed by Mr. Mason, as detailed in the Report of the Commissioners of 
Inquiry, the lengthened period during which they were continued without detection, or even 
suspicion, and looking moreover to the circumstance that Mr. Mason was not invested with 
any personal charge or independent control of the funds advanced to the Shannon Commis- 
sioners, who were the parties entrusted with the custody and appropriation of these funds, 
and had to render an account of their expenditure to the Board of Audit, concur in the 
opinion expressed by the Commissioners of Inquiry, that the omission of the usual checks 
on the proceedings of Mr. Mason can only be accounted for by ‘‘ the unlimited and ill- 
judged reliance of the Shannon Commissioners in his accuracy and integrity.” 

Colonel Jones stales, in bis explanation, that according to the arrangement agreed upon 
by the Coinniissionevs immediately after the Commission issued, an accountant and a book- 
keeper were appointed ; that both these officei-s were to have distinct duties, and Uiat they 
were intended to be a check'upon each other; that if these officers had acted independently 
of each other, and if each had confined himself to the performance of his own particular 
duty, according to the system laid down by the Commissioners, the frauds practised by 
Mr. Mason would never have been committed. 

Although my Lords admit that the regulation referred to was a very proper one, and 
would have operated as a check upon Mr. Mason if the observance of it had been enforced 
by the Commissioners, they nevertheless consider that it did not supersede the necessity for 
the Commissioners occasionally verifying the existence of their own balances at the bank, 
by a comparison of the bunk pass-books with the cash account kept in their office books. 
As there seems no reason to suspect that the entries in the office books have been incor- 
rectly made, such n comparison would have at once revealed the frauds : and it is to be 

251 . 1-4 ' regretted 
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regretted that so simple and eiFective a precaution was not adopted by the Commissioners 
for their own security. 

Their Lordships have adverted to those parts of the evidence before the Commissioners 
of Inquiry relating to the practice which appears to have prevailed of one of the Com- 
missioners signing drafts in blank, in order to prevent inconvenience to the public service 
during his absence from Dublin. My Lords are aware that these drafts could not have 
been made use of without the signature of a second Commissioner, but they are never- 
theless of opinion that tlie practice is a very objectionable one, as removing the check which 
the double signature was expressly designed to secure. 

The delay in the preparation and transmission of the accounts of the Shannon Commis- 
sioners for audit is the second point which my Lords are desirous of noticing. 

It appears that, with the exception of the “ Upper Shannon Navigation” and the “ Estab- 
lishment” accounts, both of comparatively small amounts, the cash transactions of the 
Commission have not been rendered lor audit since the first appointment of the Commission 
in 1839. 

It appears, moreover, that the first occasion on which the Commissioners of Audit called 
upon the Shannon Commissioners to deliver their accounts was on the 14th of February 
1843, and their demand for the accounts was reiterated on the 0th of December 1845 
8th of July 1846, and 21st of April 1847. To these several applications the Shannon Com- 
missioners replied by stating that the pressure of other duties was the cause of the delay 
in making up the accounts. 

Their Lordships cannot, however, admit that sufficient reason lias been shown by the 
Shannon Commissioners for not performing the indispensable duty of rendering their accounts 
within a reasonable time ; and it is to be regretted that the Commissioners for Audit did not 
call for all the accounts of the Commission as soon as the first issue to the Shannon Commis- 
sioners was charged in the books of the Audit Office, in November 1840, and that they did 
not, on the occurrence of continued delay in the delivery of the Shannon accounts, depute 
an officer of their establishment to Dublin to investigate the cause, in order that a report 
might, if necessary, be made upon the subject to this Board. 

My Lords having, in a former Minute, given full directions for the immediate preparation 
of the Shannon accounts for audit, have now only to repeat tluir desire that their former 
directions on this subject mny be carried into execution with the least possible delay. 

My Lords take this opportunity of impressing on the attention of the Commissioners of 
Public Works in Ireland the necessity of a due observance of all the regulations affecting 
the money business and accounts of their department, which form the subjects of their 
M.inutes of the 16th November and 18th December last, and they desire that the Com- 
missioners will particularly avoid any arrear in the preparation of their future accounts, 
and any delay in the exhibition of them for audit ; and my Lords have full confidence that, 
if their instructions are properly carried into effect, the painful duty of noticing results 
so injurious to the public interests and so discreditable to the public service, as those which 
have been reported upon by the Commissioners of Inquiry, will not again devolve upon 
them. 

Transmit copy of this Minute to Sir Edward Coffin and Mr. Bromley, and convey to 
them their Lordships’ thanks for the able and impartial manner in which thev have conducted 
the painful investigation confided to them by their Lordships. 

Transmit copies also to the Commissioners of Public Works in Ireland and to the Com- 
missioners of Audit, for their infoimatiou. 
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SHANNON NAVIGATION. 



RETURNS of the S,.a».™k N.vigot.on and of tho Peroon, emplojed nnder .ho», «itl. tho.V 

Salaries and Allowances. 



PERMANENT ESTABLISHMENT. 

-LT^r of Persons employed as Collectoks, Lock-keepers, Bridge-keepers, &c., along the Navigation, whose 
Services will be permanently required, and wliose Salaries are paid out of the Rents and Tolls ai'ising on tlie 
Navigation. ^ 



Note. The Shannon Commissioners are now included as Commissioners of Public Works in Ireland, ajrreeablv 
with the Act 0 & 10 Viet. c. 86, s. 6. 



SERVICE. 



Entire Navigation 



Limerick 



Kilrush 

Shannon Harbour • 

Xillaloe 

Portumna 

Banagher 

Atblone 

Lanesborough 



Victoria Lock 
Errina - - - 

Shannon Bridge - 
Querrin 
Annaghheg - 
O’Brien’s Bridge - 
Cussane 
Cloondragli - 

Rooskey 

Carrick-on-Shannon 

Saleen Pier - 

Clare - - . 

Kildysart 

Kilteery 

Lecarrow 

Drnmsna 

Scariff - . - 

Limerick 
Park - 
Gillogue 

Newtown - - 

Cloonlara 
Monaskea 
Moyse - 
Hamilton Lock 
Drntnleague - 
Killaloe 

Shannon Harbour - 

Atblone 

Banagher 

Shannon Bridge - 

251 - 



Rank or Employment. 


NAME. 


per Annum 


OBSERVATIONS. 






£.. s. d. 




- - Superintendent in 
charge of lock-gates 


Charles Casebourne 


100 - - 


- - With residence in Com- 
missioner’s house, at Limerick. 


and bridges ; also, at- 
tending to repairs and 
maintenance of the 
works along the na- 
vigation. 






Assistant collector - 


John Egan - _ . 


•52 - - 


- - With additional allowance 
of 2 «. 6J. per diem when re- 
quired to perform the prin- 
cipal collector’s duties, with 


Toll collector - 


Patrick Rochford - 


40 - - 


travelling expenses. 


- ditto 


Timothy Carroll 


40 - - 




- ditto 


George Taylor 


30 8 4 




- ditto 


John Kelly . - . 


30 8 4 




ditto 


John Douglas 


30 8 4 




- ditto 


Cornelius Hogan - 


30 8 4 




ditto 


William Clarke 


30 8 4 


- - With an allowance of 
Is. dd. per week for hoase- 
renf, there being no bridge- 
house at this station. 


ditto 


John Harton 


27 7 6 




ditto 


James Browne 


24 6 8 




ditto 


Martin Carroll 


23 0 6 




- ditto 


Simon M'Mahon - 


18 5 - 




ditto 


James M'Namara - 


18 5 - 




- ditto 


Denis O’Brien 


18 6 - 




- ditto 


Denis Crowe - 


18 5 - 




- ditto 


Michael M'Donald - 


18 5 - 




- ditto 


Patrick Cox ... 


]8 5 - 




ditto 


Patrick Clarke 


18 5 - 




- ditto 


.John Henessy 


18 - - 




ditto 


Martin W. Henessy 


18 - - 




- ditto 


.lames Driscoll 


15 - - 




ditto 


Janies Madigan 


9 2 6 




- ditto 


Thomas Clarke 


9 2 6 




- ditto 


James Geren, senior 


9 2 6 




- ditto 


Thady Hogan 






Lock-kec])er - 


David Madden 


18 5 - 




- ditto 


John M‘Namara 


18 5 - 




- ditto 


Patrick Gully 


18 5 - 




- ditto 


James Gloster 


18 5 - 




- ditto 


Michael Gully 


18 0 ~ 




ditto 


Daniel Callaghan - 


^8 5 - 




- ditto 


Hoiiora Murphy - 


18 5 - 




ditto 


Thomas Branagan - 


18 5 - 




- ditto 


Robert Hewitt 


18 5 - 




Assistant lock-keeper 


Patrick Shea 


11 14 9 




Bridge-keeper 

ditto 


Thomas Kelly 


27 7 6 




Patrick Curley 


22 16 3 




- - Assistant bridge- 


John M‘Namara - 


13 13 9 




keeper. 






ditto 


Christopher M‘ArdIe 

Q 


11 14 9 


.^ontinuec[) 
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SuANNON Navigation — continued. 



TEMPORARY ESTABLISHMENT. 



LIST of Engineebs, Superintendents, &c. engaged in caixying out the Improvoinents, whose services will be 
discontinued on the completion of the Works. 



Upper Shannon and Resident ditto - 
Boyle Water. 

Tannonbarry and Resident ditto - 
Cloondrah. 



- Thomas J. Mnlvany 



Athlone and Shan- Assistant engineer ■ Charles Mayne 
non Bridge. 

Carrieb-on-Shannou - ditto - - Henry C. Forde 

and Leitrim Shoals 

Carrick-on-Shannon District accountant - Frederick W. Hall 



Ruskey and James- 



I Superintendent 
ditto 



1 11 G Witli travelling expenses. 

1 1 - - ditto - ditto. 

- 15 - --Average employment about 

six days in each month, when 
full time is given to this 
service, with travelling e.x- 
penses. 

— 10 — --With travelling expenses; 



- - ditto - - - ditto. 
Mr. Hall is at present em- 
ployed on special business, in 
the office in Dublin. 



Kuoekercen and 
Cootcliall. 

Foynes Harbour - 
Tarmonbarry and 
Cloondrah. 
Dredging Vessels : 
B and C ■ 



Tarmonbarry - 
Drumsna 



Carrick-on- Shannon 



- Thomas Brodie 

- John Sutcliffe 



ditto 

ditto 

Office clerk 

- - Office assistant and 

draftsman. 

Office clerk 
ditto 
ditto 

- - Time-keeper and 

measurer. 

Foreman carpenter - 



Charles Claugbten - 
James Martin 
John Y. Lloyd 
William Smitli 

James Kavanagh - 
James Geren, _jun. - 
Patrick Clarke 
Thomas Kelly 



Foynes - - - Overseer - - James Henessy 

Cloondrah - - Time-keeper - - John Fallon - 

Ruskey - - Assist, superintendent John Brennan 

Athlone - - Office-keeper - - Catherine Horne 

Carrick-on-Shannon - ditto - - Thomas M‘Dermott 

Jamestown Mile - - - Storekeeper and Peter Lenchan 

care-taker. 



- - With 2s. Qd. additional 
tvlien the service obliges him 
to be absent from his station 
at night. 



Note . — The foregoing rates per diem arc for working days; and when travelling expenses are allowed, the actual 
expenses only are charged. 

By order, 

Office of Public Works, Dublin,'! Jos. C. Walker, 

1 April 1818. j Secretary. 
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PUBLIC WORKS, IRELAND. 



RETURN of the Commissionurs of Pontic Works, Ireland, ami of the Persons Employed under them, with 
their Salaries and Allowances. 



PERMANENT ESTABLISHMENT. 



DF.PAHTMENT. 


OFFICES. 


NAME S. 


Salarj 

on Fermaoeut 
Establishment, 
per Annum. 


Allowances. 


Observation.s, 








£. 5. d. 






Commissioners 


Chairman 


Lieut.-col. H. D. Jones - 


1,500 - - 








Deputy 


Richard Griffith 


514 - 










John Radcliff 


850 - - 










William T. Mulvany 


850 - - 










Captain T. A. Larcom 


850 - - 






Valuator to assist 




Robert Harding 








the Board. 












Secretary - 


• 


Jos. C. Walker - 


500 - - 






Accountant 


- 


Thomas Stickney - 


550 — 






Assistant ditto 


- 


George Adams 


__ 






Registrar - 


' - 


Edward Hornsby - 


400 - - 






Chief Clerk 


• - - - 


Daniel Corneille 


275 - - 






Senior Clerks 


Secretary’s Office 


Edmond Neal 


190 - - 








Ditto - - . 


Francis Crosbie 


190 - - 








Ditto - - - 


William Stack 


180 - - 








Accountant 


Richard Manifold - 


160 - - 








Land Improvement - 


William W. Woods 


160 - - 






•Junior Clerks 


Secretary’s Office - 


George W. Yeates - 


110 - - 








Accountant’s Office 


William F. Gibson - 


110 - - 








Ditto - - - 


John L. Gibson 


95 - - 








Secretary’s Office 


Randal Gibbons 


115 - 








Accountant’s Office - 


John Williams 


95 - 








Secretary’s Office - 


Phillip Kennedy - 


90 - 








Clerk Assistant 


Michael Kenny 


70 - 






Book-keeper 


- - 


John J. King 


230 - - 






Solicitor 




Alexander Stewart - 


1,800 - - 


600/. p’an. 


- • For e.xpenses 


Arcliitect - 




Jacob Owen - . - 


1,000 - 




of establishment. 


Engineer - 


(Public Works) 


Edward Russell 


300 - - 






Clerk of Works - 


- 


Fred. Clarendon 


300 - - 








Registry Clerk 


John Latimer 


120 - - 






Insncctors of 


i . . . . f 


Jiunes R. Barry - 


300 - - 






Fisheries 


1 


William J. Ffcnnell 


300 - - 
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CORRESPONDENCE AND PAPERS RELATIVE TO 



Public V oeks, IiiELAifD — continued. 



TEMPORARY ESTABLISHMENT. 



DEPARTMENT. 


1 OFFICES, 


NAMES. 


Allowance 
per Diem. 


5 Oi)servaii'.o.5.. 


secretary’sBranc 


Genei'fll Business 


• Richard A. Tibeaudo 


£. s. d. 








Hai'rv St. A. Ormond - 










Robert Scales 










Richard Gillespie - 










John B. B. Yeats • 










John Tavlor - - , 










Daniel D. Locke - 










Thomas E. Frood - 










Arthur W. Inviii - 


- S - 






Fisheries 


Thomas A. Bourchier 


- 7 - 






Sliannoii - - - 


Edmund A. Stafford 


- 5 - 






Stationery 


William J. Deverell 


- 7 






Drainage 


J. P. Brophv 










J. Connollv - - . 










F. VV. Curtis - - . 










C. Dornan - . . 










Theophilus Harding 








Dand Improvement 


T. 0. K. White - 








Department. 


T. F. Bradv - 










John Ball - 










Leslie Hamilton 


r 








E. A. Macartney - 










R. H. iM'Donnell - 










H. H. M‘GiiI 










John F. Morton 










Thomas Stephens - 










Arthur Oldham 










J. F. Whitfield 










E. L. Woods - 










Andrew Nolan 










W. B. Fry ... 


r; 








George Whitfield - 


r; 








Henry Kingsmill - 










J. W, Baker - 










Arthur Yeates 


- 








John Goad - - . 










A. J. Kingsmill 










Thomas Ellis - - , 


- 








Thomas Proctor 










William Levinge - 










W. F. Irwin - - 










Gaspard Farrell 


- 5 - 








William Humphreys 


_ 5 _ 








Thomas T. Mooney 


— 3 - 








John Blair - 










Kicliard Brassington 


- 








James Dunne 


Q 








Charles Devine 


, 








John Ryan - - - 


- 








George Mills - - - 


f. 








John Harlev - - - 










Thomas H. Fury - 


- 








H. M. Moran 










John Dwver - - . 










Abraham Harvev - 










F, W. Scott - ■ - 


. 








John Penny - . , 










Richard O’Riordan 










S. Evans ... 










Jos. L. Shaw 


r 




1 




.1 . U. Lvaiis - 


~ ^ “ 
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PtiKLic WoiiKs, Ireland — Temporarv Establishment — continued. 



JXKPARTMENT. 


01-fICKS. 


N A M £ s. 


Allowance 

Su|>eriiumerariej 
|.cr DU.U. 


Observutioas. 


St'pretary’sBranc 

{continued). 


1 Relief'Boards, Roads 
and Post Roads 
Corrcs])ondeucc, 
Relief Clerks. 


'William Mooney - 
Charles Eclilin ’ - 

William Flint 
James Wynne 
Patt Gaynor - - . 

Abraham Pettigrew 
Abraham Byrne 
Anselm Tibeaudo - 
Anthony Curry 
Jos. M. Curry 
M’m. Geo. De Rinzy 
William Enwright 
Charles H. Brien - 


£. s. d. 
- 10 - 

- 8 4 

- C - 

- 6 - 

- G - 

- 0 - 
- 6 - 
- G - 






Implement and Map 
Department. 


James Boyle - 
John D. B. Morris 
G. V. Butler - - - 

E. D. Thorpe 


1 - - 

- C - 






ValuationDepartmeiit 


Sam. Nicholson 
H. J. Armstrong - 






Registry - 


Clerks ... 


R. S. Stack - - . 

A. Nash - 

P. J. M'Gill - 

J. 0. Wynne - - . 


- 7 - 




Accountant’s Branch 


Book-keepers - 


J. C. Barton - - - 

T. C. Copland 
R. C. Cox - - . 

Cuff Cullen - . - 

R. P. Day ... 
W. G. Goodliffe 
John Goldsmith 
J. E. Hubbard 
C. W. Johnson 
John J. King. jun. - 
Thomas Keogh 
James Kennedy 
Thomas Lynch 
John M'Namara 
William Manifold - 
Richard Manifold - 
Charles Robinson - - ' 

M’. B. Soady - - - j 

Francis Weldon 


- 10 - 

- 8 4 

- 10 - 

- 8 4 

- 10 - 

- 10 - 

- 10 - 

: i 1 

- 8 4 

- 8 4 

- 10 - 
- 10 - 






Correspondence 


Geo. M. Beatty - - | 

"William Chapman - - | 

William Matheson - - 1 

James M‘Culloch - 

J. B. O’Neill - 
Charles W. Russell 


- 10 - 

- 7 - 

- 7 G 

- 7 - 

- 8 4 

- 8 4 






Claims - - . 


William Binns 
J. F. Kelly - 
Francis L^Estrange - 1 

J. J. O’Beirne 
James O’Callaglian 
R. D. Spread 
J. H. Waters 
Frederick Wiber - 
Thomas Franklin - 


- 8 4 

- 7 - 

- 7 - 

- 8 4 

- 8 4 






Im|>res{j • - - 


R. S. Hickson 
Wm.G. Allan - - 

Cooper Hafficid 
C. H. Bingham - 


- 10 - 




251 .• 
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c 


ontiiwedy 
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CORRESPONDEJ^CE AND PAPERS RELATIVE T,0 



Public Works, Jheland — Temporary Establishment — continued. 



DEPARTMENT. 


OFFICES. 


NAME S. 


Allowance 


Observations. 














Accountant’s Branch 


Relief - . - 


Richard Annesley - 




_ 




— continued. 




William Groves 




_ 








Michael Griffin 












Arundell Madden - 












Henry May - . . 




_ 








Edward Singleton - 


- 10 


- 






County Bill 


H. T. Barry • 


- 7 










M. T. Ferrall 




_ 








Edmond Lidweil - 




_ 








Jabez Shaw ... 












J. S. Morewood 












John Jackson 












John F. Manning - 












George Kuinley 


- 7 


- 






Shannon 


Clement Coda 


- 7 


- 






Staff Pay 


James Allen - . - 


- 7 










E. A. Knipe - - . 


- 7 










William Youdell 


- 10 


- 






Drawing 


Edward Powell 












George Pirrie 


- 8 


4 






1 Cashiers - - . 


William Hayes 


- 7 


6 




Special Audit 


Relief Accounts - , 


Henry Barton 


- 10 










J. D. Burch 












M. Chamberlain 


- 7 










R. G. Cooper 


_ 5 


_ 








William Crowe 


_ 7 


_ 








Michael Costelloe - 




_ 








Janies Fitzsimons - 




_ 








Thomas Gatchell - 












John Graydon 


- 7 


_ 








H. B. Hoey - - . 


- 7 


- 








' Thoopliiius Harding 


- 5 


_ 








It. Jd. Hiffgrinbotliam 


- 7 


_ 








William Kelly 


- 7 


_ 








James Kelly - 


- 7 


_ 








Sidney Kirby 


- 10 


_ 








James M'Kaige 


_ 7 


_ 








Wilham Milne 












Daniel O’Connor • 




_ 








E. O’Shaughnessv - 




_ 








George Phibbs 


- 7 


_ 








P. N. Palliser 


- 10 


_ 








Algernon Preston - 


“ 15 


_ 








James S. Pope 


- 10 


_ 








David Quinn 


- 10 


_ 








John Shaw ... 


- 7 


_ 








Edward Serry 


- 7 


_ 








Richard Smith 


_ 7 


_ 








John Stack - - - 


- 10 










Robert Scott . - . 


_ 7 


_ 








Edward Stokes 


- 7 


_ 








R. P. Stack - - - 


- 10 


_ 








William Sbiiikwin - 


- 7 


_ 








Michael Thompson 


- 7 










Henry Vieussciix - 


- 7 


- 








Arthur Webb 


- 7 










John Wickham 


_ - 


_ 








Patrick Walsh 


- 7 
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PUBLIC BUILDINGS. 



Service on wliicli limployecl. 


Hank or Employment, 


NAME. 


Salary per Annum. 


Salary per tVeek. 


Mayiiooth College 


Architect - 


A. W. Pugin - 


- - 0 per cent. 










oil the amount 










of contract. 






Clerk of Works - 


Edward Sharkey 


... 




Galway College - 


Architect - - - 


J. B. Keane 








Uloi'k ol Works - 


Thomas Beck 






Belfast College 


Architect - - - 


Charles Lanyon - 








Clerk ol Works - 


A. C. Adair 






Cork College 


Architect . - . 


Sir Thomas Deane 


• ditto. 






Cleric ol Works - 


Uaniel U'Caliaghan 


- - . 




Cork Lunati(; Asylum - 


Architect - 


William Atkins - 


- ditto. 






Clerk of Works - 


John Htirling 






Killarney Lnuatic Asylum 


! Architect - - . 


Sir Thomas Deane 


- ditto. 






Clerk of Works - 


JJaniel U'Caliaghan 


- 




Sligo Lunatic Asylum - 


Architect - 


William Deane Butler 


i • ditto. 




Mullingar Lunatic Asy- 


Ditto - - - ; 


John S. Mulvany 


- ditto. 




lum. 










Omagli Lunatic Asylum 


Ditto 


William Farrell - 


- ditto. 




Kilkenny Lunatic Asylum 


Ditto - 


George Papworth 


- ditto. 




New Convict Prison, 


Clerk of Works - 


Henry Smvth 


- 




Dulilin. 










New Central Criminal 










Lunatic Asvlum. ! 










Dublin Castle - - ' 


' Overseer of Works 


Garratt Jlurray - 


130L p’ annum. 




Vice-Regal Buildings, i 










Phccnix Park. i 










Phoenix Park, and Dub- ' 


Paymaster 


Jos. A. W. Hill - 


20/. — 




lin Buildings. 










Four Courts - - ! 


Uverseer ot Works 


John Cobbe 


54/. 12s. — 





PIERS AND HARBOURS. 



DEPARTMENT. 


OFFICES. 


NAMES. 


SALARY. 


ALLOWANCE. 


Kingstown Harbour - 


Harbour Master 


- - Lieutenant William 


£. s. d. 




Howth Harbour 


Resident Engineer and 
Collector of Dues. 
Weighmaster 
Store and Yard keeper 
Day Watchman - 
Night Watcliman 
Ditto - 

Ditto ... 
Harbour Constable 
In charge of water-tank 
Harbourmaster’s Crew - 

Harbourmaster - 


Hutchinson, r.n. 

B. D. Gibbons, c. e. - 

Paul Atkins 
David Walshe 
Bartholomew Whelan - 
James Bryan 
James Stewart - 
John Ryan 
John Kenny 
Laurence Byrne 
Patrick Brieu 
Thomas Lawler - 
Robci't Turner 
William Brinkley 
Andrew Doyle - 
Richard Halpln - 


365 _ _ _ 

- 18 6 p’ week. 

- 18 G — 

- 12 10 — 

- 12 10 — 

- 12 10 — 

- 12 10 — 

I 1 - — 

- 15 - — 

-18 G — 

- IS 6 — 

- 18 6 — 

- 18 6 — 

-IS G — 

20 - - per aim. 




Donaghndee Harbour 


Ditto - 


J. H. Davies - 


20 - - — 




Dunmorc Harbour - 
Glandore Pier - 


Ditto - 
' Toll Collector 


M. Young ~ 
Cornelius Molony 


Nil. 




Ring Pier 


Ditto - 


T. M‘Cart!iy 


6 1 - — 




Galway Harbour 


Toll Collector 


Rev. John D’Arcy 


100 - - — 




251. 


Assistant Collector 
Ditto - 


V'. Fury - 
P. Connor - - - 

Q4 


30 - - — 

- 7 — p’ week. 


{cotiiinued) 
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Piers and Harbours — continued. 



DKPARTMENT. 


OFFICES. 


NAMES. 


Limoj'ick Harbour - 


Toll Collector 


William Carroll - 


Drogheda Harbonr - 


Ditto - 


Robert A. Wliite 


Lower Boyne Naviga- 
tion. 


Collector - - . 

Inspector of Boats 
Lock-keepers 


J. H. Hudson 
John Richardson 
M. Whelan 
1 IVf. Morgan 
J. Fowler - 
Bartholomew Flood 
Patrick Tiernaii - 


Tyrone Navigation - 


Inspector - - - 

Lock-keepei's 


William Robinson 
William Spiiidlow 
John Lougliran - 
H. Hughes 
Geo. Clements 
Phelim O’Neill - 


Maig Navigation 





Isaac Walshe 



80 - - — 



7 2 - 

4 4 - — 

9 - - _ 

100 - - _ 
13 18 - _ 

10 10 4 

10 7 4 — 

C - - — 



0/. traveliing ex- 
penses. 



17/. 8s. for Iiorse 
hire. 



DEPARTMENT. 


OFFICES. 


N A M E S. 


Establislimeat 

Salary 


Supi-riiumcrary 








per Annum. 


prr Way. 


Act 9 Viet. c. 3 - 


Engineer 


B. D. Gibbons 


£. 

500 per ann. 


s. <l 


Arran Island Pier, County Galway 


Overseer 


Thomas Ganley 


. 


Slade Pier, County Wexford 


Ditto - . . 


Patrick Maher 


- 


. 


Annalong Pier, County Down 


Ditto - 


Nicholas Pender - 


. 




Portnablahy and Ballyness Piers 
Countv Donegal. 


Superintendent 


Philip O’Sullivan • 


- - - 


8 4 


Mountcharles Pier, County Done- 
B^lycotton Pier, County Cork - 


Overseer 


Patrick Cavanagh - 


- 


0 


Ditto - 


Patrick Connolly - 






Bunowen Pier, County Galway - 


Superintendent 


John Semple - » - 


- 




Newcastle Pier, County Down - 


Overseer 


Thomas Leech 






Clogher Head Pier, County Louth 


Ditto - - - 


Michael Pender 






Carlingford Pier, County Louth - 


Ditto - - . 


John Dowling 




' ! 


Belmullet Canal, County Mayo - 


Superintendent 


Anthony Morris 


. 1 




Buntrahane Pier, County Donegal 


Overseer - - . 


John Dunne - - . 






Ballinakill Pier, County Galway 


Ditto - 


Robert Cassidy 






Ballyvaughan Pier, County Clare 


Ditto ... 


James Russell 


.. 




Claddagh Pier, County Galway - 


Ditto - - . 


Robert Moore 


- 




Moville Pier, County Donegal - 


Ditto - 


Florence Anthony - 


- - - 




ROADS AND BRIDGES. 


Repairs Grants, County Antrim - 


Superintendent 


Chas. Lanyon 








Pay Clerk 


James Hannah 


6 10 — 




Ditto, County Donegal 


Superintendent’ 


B. D. Hewitson 


22 8 ~ 




Roads and Bridges, Couniv Mayo, 


Ditto • 




78 - — 




Northern Division of Western 


Overseer 


Robert M'Guincss - 




District. 


Ditto - 


P. Wynne - 


- 






Ditto - . - 


Michael Deacy 


- _ - 






Ditto - - - 


T- M'Nallv - 




« <• 




Ditto - - . 


Geo. M'Guincss 








Ditto - - - 


Hugh Lully - 


. 






Ditto - - - 


Owen Dunn - 








Ditto - - . 


Anthony Daly 




■2 G 


Roads and Bridges and Repairs 
Grants, County Galwav, South 


Superintendent 


William Pierce, c.E. - i 


.50 - — 




Division of Western District. 
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Roads ahd ’Qkuxizs— continued. 



Roatls and Bridges, County 
common. 

Central District, Counties C 
Galway, and Limerickj R 
and Bridges and Ro| 
Grants. 



Angleseu Roads, County Tippe^ 

1st I^ivision, Soutliern District; 
Counties Cork, Limerick, and 
Kerry. 



2d Division, Soutliern District 



Road Skibberecn to Crookhaven- 
Road Fivemilestowti to Clones; 
Repairs Grants, County Fer- 
manngli. 

Dublin Roads . . - . 



Portiimna Bridge 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



OFFICES. 


NAMES. 


Establisliment 

Salary 


Siipeniumeiary 
Allowance 
per Day. 


s- Superintendent 


John Kelly, Co. Sur. 


£. «. d. 


£. J. d. 


Ditto - 


John Hill 






e. Overseer* 


Pat O’LonffhJin • - 






Is Ditto - 








ra Ditto - . . 


James Hennesav - 






Ditto - 


Maurice Casey 






Ditto - 








Ditto . . . 


John Haynes - 






Ditto 


Mic. Hoonan - . . 






Ditto - - - 


James Gallagher - 






Ditto - 


Jeremiah Canning - 






Ditto . . . 








Ditto - 


Mic. Behan - 






!- Superintendent 


A. H. Crawford 


30 - - 




j Ditto - 


Robert Robinson 






I Overseer - 


James Purcell 






Repairs Grants : 








Overeeer- 








Ditto - 








Ditto . - _ 


Mic. Broden ... 






Ditto ... 


Tim Corinhan 






Ditto ... 


David Roche - . . 






Roads and Bridges : 








Overseer - - - 


Darbv M'.Auliffe - 






Ditto ... 


Pat M‘Sweeney 






Ditto ... 








Ditto ... 


Jeremiah Murray - 






Ditto • - • 








Ditto - . . 








Ditto - - - 








Ditto - 








Ditto 








Ditto ... 


Cornelius M'AuIiffe 




1 8 


Ditto ... 








Ditto ... 


Daniel Coonehan - 






Superintendent 


' Thomas Gill - - . 






Repairs Grants : 








Overseer ... 








Ditto ... 








Ditto ... 


Michael Buckley - 






Ditto ... 


Pat Fitzgerald 




1 ^ 


Ditto - • - 


Timothy Feshan - 






Hoads and Bridges : 








Overseer - - - 








Ditto ... 


Jeremiah Sullivan - 




1 8 


Ditto 






1 8 


Pay Clerk 


George Woodhouse 


164 - - 


1 8 


Superintendent 


William A. Tracey - 


Nil. 




Ditto ... 


Roderick Gray 


18 18 - 




Superintendent, Na- 


J. A. W. Hill 






van Road. 








Pay Clerk, Navan 


Ditto - . - . 






Road. 








Ditto, Ilowth - • - 




, 




Ditto, Knocksidan - 








Ditto, Blackrock • - 


Ditto - - . . 


J . 




Overseer, Blackrock 








Road. 






3 -- 


Ditto, Navan and ' 








Knocksidan Road 






o 3 


Ditto, Dublin and 






. 


Howth Road. 






- 0 


Collector - . , 


John Kelly - 


39 ~ - 





6o CORRESPONDENCE AND PAPERS RELATIVE TO 



DRAINAGE DEPARTMENT. 



OFFICE. 


NAMES. 


Allowance 
as Supernumeraiies. 


OBSERVATIONS. 






f. 5. d. 




Drainage En^ 


■ John Macmahon 


800 - -p’ annul 




giueer. 








District En- 


Sam. U. Roberts 


500 - - — 


100 - - yearly allowance in lieu 








of travelling expenses. 




Martin Farrell - 


370 - - — 






Cbas. S. Ottley - 


500 - - — 


100 - - - - ditto. 




Thos. J. Mulvany 


500 - - — 






William Fraser - 


422 - - — 


130 - - - ditto. 




William Forsyth 


424 - - — 






Jno. W. Kelly - 


400 - — 


100 - - - - ditto. 




Robert Mannine 


428 - - — 






Richard A. Gray 


845 - _ 


82 - - - - ditto. 




JoJin Jjevan 


360 - - — 






Fred. Barry 


231 - - — 


123 - - - - ditto. 




Michael Fitzs'erald 


300 - - _ 






P. J. Klasen 


330 - - __ 


130 - - - - ditto. 




Jos. Coneys 


200 - - — 


40 _ _ - - ditto. 




Terence Smith - 


240 - - — 






Martin King 


180 - - 


40 - - - - ditto. 




William H. Rankin - 


110 - - __ 






Thomas G. Kennan - 


81 18 - — 






James B. Farrell 


100 - _ _ 






John Fraser 


12 - — 


12 - - - - ditto. 


issistant En- 


William Gartland 






gineers. 


Charles Gerrard - 


- 15. ^ 






W. D. Latimer - 


- 15. - _ 






Mic. Betagh 


- 14 - — 






James Green, inn. 


- 12 6 — 






John S. Mason - 


- 12 6 — 






Thomas Byrne - 


- 12 - 






Andrew 0. Lyons 


- 12 - — 






James Feacock - 


- 10 6 — 






James Heslop - 


- 10 6 — 






T. W. Armstrong 


- 10 C — 






Jos. Boardman * 


- 10 6 — 






John O’Flaherty 


- 10 e — 


30 - - - ditto. 




John Williams - 


- 10 6 — 






Jno. G. Mitford - 


- 10 6 — 






Geo. Gregory 


- 10 6 — 






W. H. Leslie - 


- 10 6 — 






Geo. H. Perry - 


- 10 6 — 






Richard A. O’Hea 


- 10 6 — 






William Robinson 


- 10 - — 






John M‘Gowan - 


- 10 - — 






Pat O’Berne 


- 10 - — 






James Bonrke - 


- 10 - — 






William P. Stack 


- 10 - — 






W illiam Aher 


- 10 - — 






Dan. Vaaglian - 


- 10 - — 






H. J. P. Kane - 


- 10 - — 






Pat O’Brien - . - 


- 10 - — 






Richard A. Cox 


- 10 - — 






John Hanlon 


- 10 - — 






James Fraser 


- 10 - — 






Geo. W. Mossop 


- 10 - — 






Edwin C. Baines 


- 10 - — 






Mat. E. Talbot - 


- 10 - — 






Pat Malone 


- 10 - — 






Hugh Leonard - 


- 10 - — 






Francis Moran • 


- 10 — 






Robert Armstrong 


- 10 - — 






Fred. G. Devrell 


- 10 - — 






Herbert Ottley - 


- 10 - — 






Jno. Thompson - 


- 10 - — 






Bernard Murray 


- 10 - — 






William C. Bennett - 
















Jos. Vaugh 


-70 — 






P. D. Evans 


- 7 - — 
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Drainage Department— coniiiwieii. 



OFFICE, 



OBSEEVATIONS. 



Assistant En- 
gineers — 
continued. 



John Goughian - 

Samuel Harding 
William Scott 
Eyre Preston 
O. T. Tibeaudo - 
D. J. Howes 
R- J. Hoylan 
T. M. Brennan - 
William Clutterbuck 
Thomas Coneys - 
F. J . M'Namara 



yearly allowance in lieu 
of travelling expenses. 
- - ditto. 



Paymasters 



S. Crawford 
Richard Woods - 
John Hastings - 
Richard Willis - 
William Drunker 
B. M‘Donnell 
A. Hanlon 
P. B. Clarke 
J. M'Derniott 
J. W. Redmond 
J. B. Knox 
Thomas Lloyd 



p annum! 



per pay- 
ment. 



John Usher 
Patrick Slartin 
James Joyes 
John Wilkinson 



12 0 — 

10 - per day 
15 - per pay- 
ment. 

10 - — 



Arthur Vincent 
Robert Lepper 
John P. Brett 



Surveyors 



Richard Burbage 
J. Byrnes - 
James Kehoe 
P. J. Morris 
Richard M. Roberts 



Draftsmen 



William Gosson • 
Thomas H. Kirk 
George Walsh • 
M. O’Connell 



District Clerks 



George G. Crowe 
Robert E- Morgan 
Richard T. Fleming 
John Cangley 
Henry Gardiner 
II. T. Hamilton - 
W_. II. Kelly - 
Michael J. M‘Cann 
William .Bonis - 
Joseph Iron 
Joiin King 
John Kielty 
Edward Gayer - 
Robert Sutter 
P. Galligan 
John Joyce 
John G. Kirby - 
William Ralph • 
Charles Austin - 
Edward Morris - 
James M‘Phillimore 
William Monaghan 



John M'Donneil 
Pat Phelan 
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CORRESPONDENCE AND PAPERS RELATIVE TO 



Drainage Department — continued. 



NAMES. 


Allowance 




£. s. d. 


ks Janies Effan 


- 2 6 per day. 


d. P. Monaghan 


- 2 6 ~ 


James Gallafflier 


-26 — 


Thomas Canning 


- 2 6 — 


Thomas Lalor 


- 2 4 — 


Robert Hobart - 


~ 2 4 — 


Joseiih E. Brennan 


100 - ~p’ annum. 


- Pat Larkin 


150 - - — 


Hugh JvB timer - 


- 7 - per day. 


Phillip Maguire 


_ 7 — _ 


PatricK Quinn - 


_ 7 _ 


Frederick Storey 


- 7 — _ 


JoJm Monahan - 


_ 7 _ 


James Martin 


_ 7 _ 1 


Patrick Haviland 


- 7 6 — 


John Ellis - - . 


- 7 - — 


Michael O’Connor 


- 7 - _ 


M. J. Coyne 


- 7 - — 


Edward J. Kelly 


- 7 - — 


William Molloy 


_ 7 - _ 


Patrick Smith • 


- 6 8 — 


J ohn Doyle 


- 6 8 — 


John Forsythe - 


- 6 - — 


John Maeauran - 


_ 6 - — 


V. U'Callaghan - 


- 6 - _ 


E. Reilly ... 


- 6 - — 


L. Vaugh - 


- 6 - — 


G. A. Foyle 


- 6 - — 


Peter Finlay 


- 6 - — 


Daniel Goodwin 


- 5 6 — 


James S. Sharkey 


- 5 6 — 


George Winslow 


_ 5 _ 


William Underwood - 


- 5 - — 


John Quigley 


- 5 - — 


Jos. M. Here 


_ 5 _ 


John Maguire 


- 5 - — 


D. tteiUy - - - 


- 5 - 


Terence Flood - 


T 5 - — 


John Fitzpatriek 


- 5 - — 


Edward Reilly - 


- s - — 


William Francis 


_ g - _ 


James Bourke - 


- 5 - — 


Michael M'Mahon 


- 5 ~ — 


Thomas Cashman 


- 5 - — 


Martin Rriggs 


5 _ 


James Crawley - 


- 5 - — 


Thomas Kelly - 


- 5 10 — 


J. P. Wilde 


- 5 - _ 


Michael Jones - 


~ 5 - — 


Michael Mitchell 


_ 5 _ 


Edward Marshall 


_ 5 _ 


A. Carroll - - - 


- 5 - _ 


James Hughes - 


- 5 - _ 


Thomas Carroll - 


- 5 - — 


Stephen Bailey - 


- 5 - _ 


Thomas Hendriclc 


- 5 - — 


Charles Potterton 


- 5 - — 


J. Spiiiane 


- 5 10 — 


James Moloney - 


- 6 - _ 


Pat Feeny - . - 


- g _ — 


Thomas Flattery 


- 5 - — 


Charles Walsh - 


- 5 - — 


Thomas Usher - 


— 6 — — 


B. Di^herty 
John Dignam 


- 5 - _ 

- 5 _ _ 


William H. Cullen 


- 5' - _ 


Peter Smith 


- 5 - — 



OBSERVATIONS. 
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INSPECTORS occasionally Employed under the « Land Imphovement Act.” 



Brownlow, James - 

Bayly, Richard - 
Browne, Henry 
Butler, Thomas 
Bond, Henry M. - 
Brooke, B. G. 

Bell, Robert - 
Coote, Richard 
Cox, John 
Dennis, Edward A. 
Elwood, Thomas • 
Foxall, Powell 
Fishbourne, Josh. - 
Golding, Edward - 
Hewetson, David - 
Hunter, David 
Hamilton, Frederick F. 
Holliday, William H. 
Hussey, S. W. 

Irwin, Richard 
Knox, A. F. - 
Levinge, William - 
Longfield, Henry - 
Lane, Hampden - 
Locke, John - 
Murphy, Edmund 

Meade, A. N. 

Mayne, Richard - 
MarshaO, W. G. - 
Newton, Henry 
Prendergast, W. P. 
Poe.J. J. - 
Stoney, Thomas G. 

Stott, John 

Sadlier, Thomas 
Sinclair, James 
Tener, J. W. - 
Trench, William S. 
Welland, Charles - 

Allnutt, Henry 
Brabazon, H. L. - 

Boyan, Michael 
Buck, Henry 
Gardiner, John 
Gamble, Samuel - 

Irwin, C. D. - 
M'Crea, John 

Pollock, Charles - 

Rice, Hugh - - . 

Roberts, A. U. - « 

Wriggs, Henry - • - 

Townsend, W. H. - 



- - And actual travelling expenses, when 
employed only. 

----- ditto. 

----- ditto. 

- - . - ditto. ' 

ditto. 

- - - - - ditto. 

----- ditto. 

ditto. 

----- ditto. 

• - - - - ditto. 

ditto. 

ditto. 

- - - - - ditto. 

- - - - - ditto. 

* - - - - ditto. 

- - - - - ditto. 

- - - - - ditto. 

- - - - - ditto. 

ditto. 

- - - - * ditto. 

ditto. 

■ - - - - ditto. 

- - - - . ditto. 

- • - - - ditto, 

ditto. 

Actual travelling, and IQs. per day 
hotel expenses. 

And actual travelling expen 



- - - - - ditto. 

- - And actual travelling expenses, when 
employed only. 

ditto. 

ditto. 

- - - - - ditto. 

■ - - - - ditto. 

- • - - - ditto. 



And actual travelling expenses. 
Including hotel expenses and travelling. 
And actual travelling expenses. ° 

- - - - - ditto. 

- - - - - ditto. 

- - - - - ditto. 

And 5 s. for travelling, when out. 
--Actual travelling, and 7s. 6d. hotel 
expenses. 

And actual ti'avelling expenses. 

- - - - - ditto. 

- ■ - - - ditto. 

ditto. 

• - • • . ditto. 



Office of Public Works, Dublin, 
1 April 1848. 



} 



By order. 



Jos. C. Walker, Secretary. 
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PAPERS :-TREASURY INRUIRY, SHANNON NAVIGATION. 



A RETURN of the Commissioners and Others specially Employed in Arranging and Examining the Accounts of 
tlie Monies advanced by the Board of Works in Irela^id, and Expended under the Acts 1 Viet. c. 21, 9 Viet, 
c. 1, and 9 & 10 Viet. c. 107, with their Salaries and Allowances, and Incidental Expenses: Also, the Funds out 
of which the Payments have been made, and the Authority for Payment. 



Payments have been made.! Payment. 



R.C. Kirby - 
R. M. Bromley 

Assistant : 
W. H, Tizard 



Others Employed : money 

Henry Barton - - - _ jo _ . 

J. D. Burch - - - - _7_‘ 

M. Chatnberlaine - - - - 7 _ 

R. G. Cooper - - . _ 5 _ 

William Crowe > - . _ 7 _ 

Michael Costelloe - - - _ 10 - 

James Fitzsimons - - - — 7 _ 

Thomas Gatchell - - - _ jo - 

JohnGraydon - - - - 7 _ 

H. B. Hoey - - _ . _ 7 _ 

Theopliiius Hardinge - - _ 5 _ , 

R. H. Higginbotham - . _ 7 _ 

William Kelly - - - _ 7 _ 

James Kelly - - - - _ 7 _ 

Sidney Kirby - - . _ 10 _ 

James M'Kaige - - -• - 7 _ 

William Milne - - . _ 7 _ 

Daniel O’Connor » - - — 7 .. 

E. O’Shanghnessy - - - _ 7 _ 

George Phibbs - - . _ 7 _ 

P. N. Palliser - - - - 10 - 

Algernon Preston - - - - 15 _ 

James 8. Pope - - - - 10 - 

David Quinn - - . . - 10 _ 

John Shaw - - . . _ 7 _ 

Edward Serry - . . _ 7 _ 

Richard Smith - . . _ 7 _ 

John Stack - - - . - 10 - 

Robert Scott - - . . _ 7 _ 

Edward Stokes - . - _ 7 _ 

R. P. Stack - . - - - 10 - 

William Shinkwin ■ - - _ 7 _ 

Michael Thompson - . _ 7 _ 

Henry Vieusseux - - - - 7 _ 

Arthur Webb * - . . _ 7 _ 

John Wickham - - . _ 5 _ 

Patrick Walslie - - . _ 7 _ 

Messengers and Others : 

Pat CafFery • - - . - t ^ 

Pat Murray - - . . - I - a c 

Cath. CafFery, housekeeper - _ $ _ ^ ^ 

Cath. Monaghan, assistant to 
housekeeper . . . --6 ad 

Incidental Expenses : 

Rent of office for special audit - 120 - - n’t 

Taxes, estimated at - - . 25 - - ^ - 



Dublin, 23 February 1848. 



-1,2 2 - p’diem, 

-J to cover all expenses. 

From the separate Treasury, 
account of Tempo- 
1 1 rary Relief of Die- 

a.d3,*fo;r„dtrn".- 






--The furniture is not 
chargeable, as it will be 
appropriated to some fu- 
ture uses. 



R. C. Kirby. 

R. M. Bromley. 
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SHANNON NAVIGATION. 




